And Divers 


EPISTLES 


, Of the Faithful 


SERVANT «*=LORD 
Joſiah Coale; 


Collected and Publiſhed, as it was de- 


ſ1 _ by him the Day of ba departure out N28 
» of this Life. *'* >, ork 


— 


—_—— 
= 


The Memorial df the TFuit « Bleſſed 1 the Rightcoms ſul bebad 
in Everlaſting Remembrance : But the Name of the WAS. - 


nA 


ſhall Ret, 
—_ cw WAS IO: | "i 
. ated in the Year, 1671 
2 WA. * 
BA. 


joan pay" nn 


m_ 


: 
o 


% 


w- 26-49 o li ed 
- 
as 


Conpemingic our © 


Dear F IE 


AND 


BROTHE!] 


(In the Holy-Union of Divine-Love”- 


JOSIAH COALE®. 


Thus it arifeth in my heart to write; £992 


7 » 


4 f * '% 


HE Holy wiſe Omnipotent God; having 4 

by his:Power. appeared; and, manifeſted » 
himſelf unto a Remnant of People, inthe; Nerd: 2, og 
parcs of England, who were icatiered up and dow Te 
the Barren, Mountains, ſeeking reſt, Gal 
nene; the-Lord in a er panacrioing 
in upon them, and /by: his Payer: did /rend: ja 
Vail of Darknels- that, was gQyer-them,;and- did © 
+ Purge and Purifie, them 7 and; after he: =>, 
-hered, and prepared a Pcople for hisPraile;z 
7 anon: moved: a inthe Wane uo P 


4 A Teſtimony concerning Joſiah Coale. 
and his Pure Love conſtrained them, to leave dear 


and near Relations, to declate'unto others what 
the Lord had done -for their Souls; in the Year 
1654. ſeveral of God's faithful Servants, were 
moved of their Maſter-aud Lord, to travel into the 
Southerrt Parts "of England, and ſome into the 
Weltern Parts. The Fief of which thar were the 
frſt Proclaimers of this Heavenly Meflage in and 
about 'Bri/tol, were theſe two true and faithful Ser- 
whitr of God Fohn Audland,and Fobu Cams; by whole 


powertul Miniſtry many were convinced, an 


' _ turned from Darkneſs to Light, and trom Satan's 
Power to. God ; amongſt, whom was our dear . 


Brather Joſiah Coale ; The Powerful Word of Life 
(declared and preached by God's Servant fob 
Audland) did pierce and break his Heart, and took 
deep root in him, and wrought effe&tually to his 
Salvation and Redemption : He was for a Time 
under deep Judgement, and walked mournfully many a 
day, - whereby he becamea Wonder, and a gaze- 
ing-Stock, unto thoſe that were his former Ac- 
quaintance ;| and he,amongft the reſt of the Lord's 
People, was Reproached, and Mocked, Reviled, 
and- Perſecuted ; bur God's Arm that was reve led 
«nd made bear was ftrong,and wrought powerfully in hun, 


end rent the Vail of Darkneſs, and pluckt up the "_—_ 
ras and - 
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[ _ - A Teſtimony concerning Joſiah Coale, 5 
| and evil Plants, which the Enemy had fown in his 
| Heart , and purified and purged his' Veſſel, ma- 

king it fit for de Lord's uſe : So the Lord opened the 
Spring of Life and Fountain of Love in his Soul, which 
1 gave him full ſatisfation, and cauſed his ( up to-over- #® 
1 flow; and being thus Tranſlated out of the Kingdom 
of Darkneſs,. into the * Kingdom of the dear Son of. 
God, paſſing through the Miniltration of Con- --., 
denanation, bearing daily the Crols of Chriſt, he © >; 
obtained: Life and Salvation through the Grace of © 
( briſt that wrought in him, and being made Par- ©: 
taker of theDivine Nature, and the Loveof God 
{hed abroad in his Heart (the nature of which: 
makes the Heart tender) by its Veriue and Power. 
he was moved and conſtrained to leave his Fathers: 
Houſe, and his near and dear Relations, -and Na- 
tive Country, and travelled by Sea through many- 
Dangers, and preached the Goſpel in many of _ 
the Weltern Iſlands, and in Maryland, and Virgi=+ | 
nia; from whence he paſſed thro::ghtheWilderneſs* 


on foot, many hundreds of Miles, to | New- 
land, amongſt thoſe cruel and bioody Profefiors,- 

who drunk the Blood of four of the Lord's Ser=-" > 
vants (only for their pure Teſt;mony And Wor-: © 
ſhip of God which-F che-L: : 


© A Teſtimony concerning Joſiah Coale. 


going a warfareat his own charge ; and-the Pre- 
{ence of the Lord did accompany him, and by 
his powerful Miniftry many were convinced., 


and turned to: the. Lord * After his long Tra- 


vels in ſeveral Places and 17:nds beyond the Seas, 
he came over into his. own Native Country (old 
England) where he laboured much in the Work 


and Service of the Lord, in ſeveral Countsies,and 


was dearly beloved, and well accepted of by all 
chat had a true ſavour of God. After ſome time 
here in England, ſpent chiefly in the Work of God, 
he travelled again by Sea into the ſeveral I/lands, 
and Plantations, to viſit the tender Seed of God, 
raiſed. by bis Power, and to water the tender Plants, 
which the Lord by. bis own Right Hand had planted , 
andthe good preſence of God was with him, and 


did ſupport him in his Exerciſes and 'T'ryals, and: 
brought him back ſafe into his own Coumry, 


though his outward man was much ſpent, and 


- weakned by his fore Travels and Exerciſes,. as 


many of his dear Friends were lenfible of, and 
often rold him of it; buthis Heart was bent to'go 
on in the Work and Service 0i theLord, being wall- 


 ingto ſpend, and be ſpent in ſo weighty and good a Work 
as the Lord had: called: him to, it being his Meat and 
Drink to ds theWill of his Father : He (uffered,Im- 


X qas. |. EPO fon- 


T7. 
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| A Teſtimony concerning Joſiah Coale. - 
] priſonment forthe Teſtimony of Jeſus, which he 

! held, in ſtveral Places in England, 4s in Lamſton 

in (ornwel, in Briſtol; in Kendal, in Weſt-mooy- _ 
land, and ſeveral times in London, "in all which. © 

he was found faithful, and did never yield to the 
fawning Flatteries of men ; but did wait in pati- | 
ence ll the Lord did make way for his delive- 

rance. He was endued with a good Meaſure of 
the Heavenly Power and Wiſdom of God, which made 
him bold and yalient for the Truth ; and often times 
full of Heavenly Majeſty.inhis Declaration, which 
did wound and pierce'the Hearts of many, and 
made them bow before the Lord, and confeſs to 
the Truth which he-preached: Thoſe that were 
intimately acquainted with him, —_ to be 
of a tender ſpirit, and of a {weer lovings ifpoſiti- 
on; greatly delighting inthe Union and Society of 
hisBrechren, having an honourable eſteert of thoſe 
that were in Chrift before him. Towards the . 
latter end of the ninth Moneth- 1668. hebegan * 
to beill in Body; but being of a ſtrong ſpirit, h& - + 
kept over itfor-ſome time; till at laſt he was forc+ 
ed ro keep his Chamber for ſomeweeks, inwhich 
time, he was much refreſhed withthe Life and Power . 
of God, whith did ariſe in him, tothe comfort and 
refreſhment of thoſe that -did"rend him: in %s | 
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2 A Teſtimony concerning | ofiah Coale. 
midlt of his way weaknels and exerciſes, he 


was raiſed again for a little time, and walked 


abroad ; but ſoon after (the caule of his gs 
IS 


remaining) he was brought down again, and 

ſtrength paſſed away by degtees, until a Period 
was put to his days; he was full of loveeven to 
the laſt, and his Heart was broken and melted be- 
fore- the Lord ;, and many times broke forch and 
praiſed the Lord, and declared much of the good- 
nels of God unto him, which did ever melt and 
render the Hearts of thoſe that heard him ; he 
palled away like a Lamb, without the leaſt Sigh 
or Groan, even as One falling into a ſweet Sleep, 
and ſo isat reſt with the Lord, and the Lamb, and 
all che holy Angels and Saints; and ſhall reſt in 
peace and joy torevermore (and to convince the 
Reader, that thele thingsteſtified of him, are true) 
(as many living Witneſles can feal to the ſame) 
look over his own Writings, and read over his 
feveral Epiſtles, writcen to the Churches at ſeve- 
ral times, and upon ſeveral Occaſions, which are 


if thou haſt any true ſpiritual ſence in chee, thou 
wil: feel and diſcern that ſuch ſiveet and. pierſant 
Streams muſt needs flow from a ſiveet and good Foun- 
tain, knowing that one Fountain doth mot ſend forth 

ſweet 


b-& 


. gathered rogether and preſented to; thy veiv, and * 
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| "A Teſtimony concerning Joltah Coale. » _ 
ſweet and bitter Water , therefore the Streams being 


| Sheep-Fold, and one Stepberd, 


ng 
ſweet, the Founcain (or Well from whence they 
ſpring) is ſweeralſo ; and Tie having drunk deep 


raughts of the Water (that Chriſt gives) it be- - 


EO 


came in him a Vell of Living Wacer ſpringing up 


inco Erernal life, according-to the ſaying of - 
Chriſt our Savour': Whoſoever ſhall drink f the 

Water that I give it ſhall be /inbim aWell of Living 
Water, ſpringng «p into Btertiel Life.” Agd ghar this 
was true in him,is atteſted unto by one, who had 
large experience ef his Integrity, and Holy Zeal 
for God ; who ha: been often in travels with him, 

and ftill is a Labourer in the Lord's Vine-yarg, 
dehiring and prayitg to Almighty God, that the 
icattered Sheep mar be. gathered into the Fold - 
of rhe good Shepherd ; That ſo there may be one 


” Y S. 


TESTIMONY. 


Concerning 


3 oltah C Fl 


S concerning our dear Fiend and Brother 
Tofiah Coale, T having h:d a certain know- 
ledge of him, and kis Life, from that Converſa- 


' | ni6s we had many times rogzther in- the Service 


- the Lord, and living Soceeyot the Holy Spi- 
; Thavethis Teſtimony t> give of him. 
"Thar he was a Man 'indaed with an heavenly 


and effeual Gift, and therein was enlarged and 


increas'd as aReward uponhim,after his ſore Tra 
vels and Labour in the Goſpel beyond Seas; and 
he had a real love and eſtimation of his Brethren in- 
the Service and Work of the Lord, and delighted 
in their Fellowſhip and: Communion, being often 
refreſht thereby. His fairhfulneſs was manifeſted 


to God, and to his People, amongſt whom he1a- 
boured P 


w«# 
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A Teſtimony concerning Joſiah Coale.. if 

boured;; he was freely given upto improve his 
Gift.in the Heavenly Calling wherewith he was | 
called, to ſþend and to be ſpent for the Goſpel's ſake 
(wherein he had. his reward). counting nothing = 
too dear of Life, Relation, orEſtate, to i up - 
in and for that Service, - wherein he manifeſted 
boch his Commiſſion and Power to be of God, 
and not of man, for the gathering out of Dark- 
neſs, falſe Wayes, and Worſhips, emty Profeſſions, 
and vain "Traditions of men, into the Light, and'- 
Living way of Truth, /that therein they might 
ſerve and worſhip God'in Spirit, which" ad- 
mits of no confidence in the Fleſh, ror products 
thereof. 248 07 

He was a Man of a tender ſpirit, having ateve- 
rent eſteem of his faithful Brethren and elders in 
the Truth,and he had a tender care to preferve U- 
niry,and Brotherly Love; as alſo the ſence he had 
of his reward; made him chearful in his Service; 
and fervent in ſpirit, and zealous in his Tefti- 


«F- *s 
+ .S 


_ He fervently preached the Crols of*@hrilt 
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iz A Teſtimony concerning Joluh Cole. 

and preft the neceſſity of obedience: through it, 
and unto  watchfulnels. in the fear of God': He 
preached Faich in' the'Pawer of God j and the 
Righteoulneſs thereof, not toſtand'inthe wiſdom 
of man, nor in lifeleſs Profeilions, or traditional 
Opinions, nor yet.to.conſilt in ſelf acting, and vo- 
luncary humility, bur in Spirit and Life, from 
which living Obedience and-Righteouſneſs natu- 
rally ſpring; by which Teſtimony and Preach- 


_.Ing. he was. inftrumencal to affe&t the Hearts of 


many. with the excellency of. the Truth, as it is 
in Jeſus; 2nd turn naany thereunes,. even. from 
Darkneſs unto: Light , and from Satan's Power 
ro GoJ, that they might both receive Remiſſion 
of ſin, and Poſledion of Life Erernal :- And as he 
had treely received of Chrift, ſohe freely gave, 
and as he was freely given.up to ſpend, and to be 
ipent forthe Lord ; fo he {pared not of his out- 
ward. Subſtance'in his Service, his care being ſuch 
(to cut off occaſions from ſuch as feek thera; and 
ſo to keep the: Goſpel withour charge, as that he 
many times would-nor ule his power and freedom 
which Ch:ift allowed his Miniſters in that cale, -as 
mentioned in Luke, ( hap: 10: Verſe 7. bnt with the . 
Apoſtle P.ul debaſed himſelf, that he might not 
provechargabie to the Churches, and indeed,. he 
| went 


/ 
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AM Teſtimony concerning Joſiah Coale-- wy 
went mucha warfare at his own charges, giving 
freely up, both his Liberty and Life forthe pro- 
motion of the Goſpel of 'Truth, both in this, and 
other Nations through many-Hazards and-difhcul- 
_ i. © . . h 
ties,, paiticularly of late years in this (ity of 
London , wherein the bleſſed effects of his Labours, 
Travels, and Sufferings are, felr and-known. -by 
And as he lived inand by the Faithof God's 
Ele, fo with him to-live-was Chriſt, and co-dye 
a Gain; who betas outwardly ou for the Goſpel 
{ake, was' inwardly renewed by 
theſame,. whereby having conquered Death and: 
the Grave; hechearfully embraced his Diſlolneion, 
and changed for a full and perpetual Injoyment- 
of thar Joy and Reward'of Life and Glory,which 
he had Tong an Earneſt andEvidence of int himlelf;: 
and in the fulneſs-of which his Soul now reſts,and 
lives for /evermore; :Jea, his life is felt'in the hea- _ 
venly' Sotitty ; and though he being dead, yet” ſpeak- 
eth.in him, 'in whom he died, who «s his Reſurreftion. 
and Life for evermore, | FI | 
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A Short 


TETIMONY 


\- WE! OF. 
Y || The Life, Death, and eMiniſtry - that 
Faithfull Servant of the 


| Joſiah Coale; 


| F"Hough [ knery him. not from the begin-. 
ning, yet 1 knew him in that which hath nei- 


ther beginning of Dayes, nor end of Life, which is 
the Ecernal Power of God; .that by which» he 


powerful and faithful Miniſter of the everlaſting Goſs 
pel of (hrijt Jeſus our Lord, and which in all 'Tras 
vels;. Trials and Sufferings that did attend him) 
made him more then Conqueroggathe gloritying 
of the Name of the Lord in the fight of Bs Ene- 
mies, 
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was leperatey from'the World, and made an able, 
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A Teftunony concerning Joſiah Coale. 15, 
mics, and to the repleniſhing of his Soul with Di- 
vine Conlolations. 

In the Eternal Lighc Iknew him; .and had 
often and ſweet. Fellowſhip with him cherein to 
my great.refreſhment, even in the gloomy and dark 
day of my early and deep fame ; and though he 
was a man free. in his diſpoſition, and ready to. 
help all chrough the tenderneſs/of his ſpirir,. yer 
was he indued with ſound Judgment, tothe. dil- 
cerning of ſpirits, and giving no liberty to the 
Fleth.; but was dreadful in his Teſtimony againſt 
the Life, Glory. and Cuftomes of the World. (being re- 
deemed therefrom, and made; a Witneſs through. 
Judgment of that pure Spirit: of Glory, which. 
was before the World began, which vails and 
darkens the beauty of Fleſh, -and gathers into. Pu- 
rity, and Self-denialthrough:the Sanctitying ope- 
ration of the ſame) Thad intimacy. with hima- 
bove many ; but fo mixt. was his. kindneſs with 
ſeriouſneſs, and hisfamiliarity. with a ftay'd, and 
examplaty Behaviour, as he was-ever an honour 
tothe Truth, and therein a confirmer of his holy: 
Teſtimony, and weaker Brethren. : 


He was an inceſſant /Labourer in the Goſpel, 


177, . - . o F 4x 4 , 
and Fevy mere ſpeng in its Setyice ; his Soul ſeem'd. 
2 ET EOITY. \ «44 We ; 7 Il _whgl 7 


16 A Teftimony concerns Joſiah Coales- 

wholly bent to the Renowning of it ; and its 
Enemies he ever accounted his ;- His Declaration 
was to the Ungodly World'like an Av,an- Hammer, 

or a Sword, ſharp and piercing being, moſtly atrended 
with .an eminent appearance of the dreadful Pow- © 
| er of the Lord, to the cutting down of many atall | 
\ | Cedar, and to the making of many lofty- Oaks ro bow 5 | 
but co the Faithful and diligent”. (Who mind the 
things of Chrift more then their own) 0 the ſoft 

and pleaſant Streams j Life Immortal, that bave run 


through him to the refreſhing of thoſt the Lord's Fle- 
ritage ; yea, "twas his life afid joy to be! ſpeaking: 
S the Word of the Lord, and not his own ; And 
, many thouſands doubtleſs reſt behind, who are 
living Teſtimonics co the Power, YVertue, and Effi- 
cacy of his Miniſtry, but above all tertible was he 
to the Sowers of Strife, ſecret Back-biters, and 
ſuch as rend the holy Body, and ſeparate from. 
the Life, Love, and pay | & the Bleſſed] * 


Truth : Who in their own ſe L 464 fet them 
ſelves over the holy Brethren, by feigneaneſs and deceit- 


- 


ful y earances, to the betraying of the Simple-bearted, 
and ketching the Innocent in their Snares.” . #91 


L Yer was he ready to reach qut* an helping 

"4 Hand to fave the upright Hearted, whole delires | 

| were to the Lord, and the Fellowſhip of the," - 

RN Faithful, Y 
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A Teſtimony concerning Joliah Coale. 17 

Faithful : He was Hardy, Valiant, and fixt, nor 

* of chole thatſhun the Croſs, or lell their Birth- 

* righe fora Meſs of Pottage., He bauike no Danger 

[ for the ſake of his bleſled Teltimony, . but ever 

7 metinthe Lord's Armour, by which he has many 
times overcome in England,” Holland, Barbadoes,, 

Virginia, New-England, Mary-Land, Wc. where 
through many Jifhculeies, he boldly prragaen the. 

everlaſting Goſ>el,(Chriſt in him the Hope of Glory.. 

He was a good Example, as well for his Li- 
berality as Faithfulneſs; for as Iam. a Wirneſs, 
that the proſperity of God's Fruth (and. dear 
Friends)” was above all things moſt in his Eye; 
ſo was he alwayes cautious of making the Golpel 
chargeable te any; but having ſome Fate of his 
own he freely imploy'd itin the Lord's Service, 
counting nothing too dear for the Name and Service of - 
the Lord. nn 

And thus baying labourcd his natural ftrengeh - |: 

away, in this heavenly Warfare, for the promo-' »»: 

tion of the glorious Truth of the Lord, and-+ 

theadvancment of its Intereſt and Dominiqn in" .- 

the World. (for about twelve. Years together}. | 

(he did with perfe&t FTIR .. and itvan 
or, 


extraordinacy;enjoymenit of the Lord's Life;;Ma- * 
jefty.and Preſence (ro the refreſhment 6f the Be-+ 
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18 A Teſtimony concerning Joſiah Coale. 
holders) on the 15th of the 11th Monerh. 1668. 
; he chearfully laid down his Mortal Body (it be- 
1 ing in the fave and thittierh * Year of his Age) that 
' be might be perfettly cloatbed. on, 'with'Bleſſed Irimay- 
' - tallity, which is the Wages of the Work, and the'Eter- 
- Bi wal Recompence of his Temporal Tribulations.” ' © | 
Te ' Andnowis he truely aſceaded aboveand be- | 
\' yoad” every "Trouble, and, Temptation , where 
all Tears are wip'd away from his Eyes, and upon Mount 
Zion does be ſtand, amongſt the reſt of our holy Bre- 
thren, and thoſe Martyrs (who kept the Teſtimony of 
Feſus in their day).ſingwing the, Song of the Lamb” for 
evermore. 7 | 
| Therefore ſhall his Memorial remain as a 
\ {weer Oyntment with the Righteous, and time 
{hall never blot him out of their remembrance; 
for amongſt the Worthies ſhall be be reckoned in the Ge- 
nerations to come, becauſe he loved not his Life unto 
Death, but chos'd to paſs through the many Tri- 
bulations, which have given him, an enterance 
into the Everlaſting Reſt, where his ſpirit lives and 
remains with God for ever. s 
My Soul is often heavy, and bowed down 
in the feace of the loſs of theſe Valiants,, at 
this time of the day; but herein am I ſatisfied, 
thar our God that raiſed them, will fill up their 
MER | - places 
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_ A Teſtimony concerning. Joſiah Coale. _ 19 
places, and daiiy ” forth by his Eternal Arm, 
many noble (hampions for his. Fa who P _ | 


forth his Wonders ta:the eo f : Kay, 0p 
to-the 108s. © 


as \$aviours-(wpon Mount 
And on woes to the dark helliſh {in- 
plealing g SFricbfring Prie Po Profeſſors, and Pro- 
phane, of the whole Earth; for the ek God Om- 
nipotent is taking t0 himſelf ie great Power , and 
| be will Reign whoſe Kingdom ſtands .in Rs obrebuſ- 
neſs , and us. ant Everlaſting Kingdom, and f whoſe 
Copernmnmt and Dominion there ſhall benoend, | 
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READER, 


As Concerning - | ©. 
Jo fiah C oale. I 


TE did labour much inthe Power of the 

Lord, and did ſtand in the Power of the 
Locd againlt the ſpiric of the World, and againſt. 
all the Oppoſers of che Truth ro-his dying day; 
yea within. one Hour and a half of his death. 
({ee his Teſtimony againſt the dark blafphemous: 
ſpiric of Muggleton, in the latter end of this Book) 
and beſides the ſeveral Oppoſers of the Truth, 
of. the ſeveral Se&s in- New-Bngland, Barbadyes, 
Virginia, Mary-Land, and other _ and the 
ſeveral Cruel and Inhumane Sufferings, and Im- 
priſonments by the chief Prieſts, Profeifors, and 
Rulers) which would be to large to mention, 


and. 


To the Reader, >". 
and would make a great Volumn, that he ſuffer- 
' ed amongſt them: And allo his fore Travels 
among the Heathen in; Aierica, concerning the 
Truch, ard preaching. the Goſpel';' and when'the 
cruel 'riurdering Prieſts and Profeſforgof New- 
England, which Mutdeted, and Mattyr'd, and 
Spoyled ſo maitiy of the Goods of our Friends, 
| and butned ſome of ther with their hot Irons, 
- and cut off the Ears of forme of our” Friends for 
the. Truth and Goſpel's fake. Theſe New-England 
perſecuring Profeſſors ſaid to ſome that they did 
perſecute ; Why did not our Friends come chorovw 
the Heathen by Land, from Virginia ro New-Eng- 
land,thorow the Wilderneſs on foor ; for they look- 
ed for Miracles : but foſfiah (oale and another, 
was that vety Time paſing thorow the Heathen, 
and the Wilderneſs, from Virginia co: New-England 
and the perſecuring Profeſlors of New-England , 
then did not chink thatchey were ſo near them, 
' thar did paſs thorow the Woods and Wilderneſſes, 
which immediately came among them ! having 
paſſed thorow the Woods, and wilde Wilderneſſes, 
and rhorow the danger of the Men-Eaters, and 
'wildeBeafts, and venomous Creatures; bur when -_ 
they came through much Hunger, and Cold, and - 

Wearineſs, through the Bogs and Waters into 


i  —$. 
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I! Aew'-Fngjans , they found worls entertainment 
if among the New-England erſecuring Prieſts and 
i} Profeſfers, then;they had: AE, among the wilde 
{l and venomous Beaſts, 'and Men-eaters ; yea, [they 
were worls to them, and others of the Diſciples 
: RM of Chriſt (as. I laid) then, the Heathen and Men- 
\ | eaters; who had, palled thorow' much danger of 
theirlives, and oft times were fain co cut down 
E | Cheſt-Nut-Trees, for the Nuts for:Food ,” when 
4 they were hungry.: Andneverthelels when theſe 
| came Saekcas 1/2 upon the blind, perſecuring 
Preteſlors in New-Engl nd, thele: Proeffors were 


inas much Uanbelief, as ever they were before ; 
; as it may appear more at large in the Record.of 


q New-England's Perſecutions; , And alſo this Joſigh 
\ Coale's Labour and; Travels in- Holland, and' ut 
« the 'Low (ountries , . concerning the Goſpel of 
God, and his Truth ; where'ever;he came he did 
bear his Teftimony againſt, that; ſpiric thac, did 
oppoſe the Truth, and. he did live to ſee much of 
ir over-thrown : And alſo when this. Joſiah (pale 
| was weak; the Power of. the Lord was freſh in 
' him, and alitlebetorc he dicd,, Iſpoketohim, 
that the Friends that were itt him might go 
forth of the Room, .for 1 had TOmeFRng Foay to 
him, and when they were gone, Iask —_ if 
| | tat 


'o] 
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that he was clear, 'or whether any Sajng <a fie 
npor! him; ro write to Friend in Enzland, or any 
othet' Patrs/ of "qhe; World" beyond” the” Seax' to 
Friehds;' and' he (11d;” that h& was cleat' of wri- 
ting tro them, and how 'that the Lord by his 
Power and Majeſty , had carried him through 
Eng/a1d,and'other Nations, ang fohe had nothing 
ro write ;-but'Yelired* his 16ve might be'remem- _ 
bred to all the” Friends, and ſaid, that one thing 
did lie upon him : He did underſtand thatI had a 
Book in*'an{wer to Mugeleton, and that when he 
was gone, Mugseton and his Company would 

boaſt againſt him; wherefore he defixed thar I 
would pur a few words of his laft Teſtimony 

againſt Muggleton in my Book, and. I bade him 
to write them out, for I was to go to lee a Friend” 
hard by, and'would come ro him preſently again, 
and at that timeashe was ſitting in his Chair by 
the fire, he ſpoke them forth in the Pawer of the: 
.. Lord God, ' as freſh as if he had ayled nothing,” 
and a Friend took it in writing ; which Teſtimo- 

ny is inſerted in the latter Part of this Book (as is 
before noted) After this was done , Joſiah (vale 

deſired me to pray, that he might have an caſie 
pallage ; and when I came to him again, he was 


tting by the fire as before, in the Power of the 
- = Lord, 
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Lord, and full of it; and after ſeeing him to be- 

in. to be. baevy, 1 bade him to go and lic on the 
Bed, which he did,: and with, Friends help roſe 
up. again, and fate on the fide of the Bed, and 
Friends fate about him, and heal'd him, and I 
went to him,and beal'd him,and he was full of the 
Power of the; Lord, and his Seed and Life, char 
was over all; and ſo in that he departed away 
in the Armsof Friends, as he late on the ſide of 
his Bed; and had a, very cafie paſſage chrough 
the Life in which he _remaines, Hi Age when $ 
died was 35. Years and two Moneths, and he 
was in the Service of the Lord, preaching his Golſ- 
pel about ewelve Years, and did convince many 
ro the Lord's Truth, and brought many from 
the vain Rudimenrs of the World tethe Goſpel. 
You may ſee ſome of his Epiſtles and Writings in 
this following Book, which he left in writing, be- 
ing carefully; copied out, and placed together ; 
which is but lome of what he hath. written, ang - 
ſpoken. | 


'S | Gorge Fox, 
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Now he ſhines as 2 Star, of no {mall magnitude, 
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4 fon Lins neon Join Coal.” go 10 2590 
| þ dear Jofiab gone? yes,heis g * . 


He's gone from us, in the E rnal One: 4x 
Where he from his Labor WarRef., i. 
'th Boſom of tha Father "wo is fares Bleft. h : 
Ah Valiant Champion for G' od's Truch, vos 
Thy Name's as precious Oyntment, thy Lett das 
In upright Hearts, from them nothing cas ER 
Thy Worth ; thy Faithfutneſs ſhall 1] abide, 
To thear Refreſhment, chough thy Body's laid 
I'th Bowels of the Earth , yet as thou ſaid, 
God's Majeſty was with thee, and the Crown 
Of Immartal Eife i501 thee ; and that will renown 
Thy Name to Generations, yet unborn, 
When they ſhall hear, 7ofiah did adorn 
The Goſpel of our Lord by Doctrine that was ſound, 
Within his-Native Land ;. ye he was found 
In forraign Iſlands, ſpreadin forth the Fame 
Of his beloved Lord : and that his Name 
Might be advanced, Arg no Travel long , 
Let Gottbe; Magnified, that was his Song : 
His Travels From, = ſore, within, -and cke without: 
His Recompence was large ; yes, there's no doubt. 


Who, by the Power of God, hath convinc'd a Multitude. 
Many are the Children, he hath gathered 

To the Knowledge of the Lord, and Chriſt their Head. . 
He rightly did divide the Word of God ; 

Gave Milk to Babes ; but Fools arc for the Rod : 
He ſweetly comforted the Meek : 

Ah lie was ſtrength unto the Weak , 
But terrible he was to the Stout- hearted, 

Who verily was ſmote before = parted. 
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236 Afew Lines — Joſiah Coale.. 
The Workers of Iniquity by him 
Were'trampled under foot ; the man of fin 
Was ſorely wounded by hinve powerful Hand, 
The Hypocrites befotehim coul@ nor ftand, 
Bur by the Power of God Mk them = 3 
But now,, alas, he's gone, one, $f gone 
And we who lov'd him, thougrour Loſs is 
Yet being fix'd in. God, weare cmptcnrs 
There meet we with his Spirit, who £0 fl iv” 
Into the Manſion of 1 Bliſs. 
Praiſed be God, 2ified be He, 
Who never waxeth old, norchang'd. can be; 
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:To al” ws: 
__ F riends_ 


.TRUT 


Who are Sufferers at-thiis day forcheir 


\ TESTIMONY, tothe. TRUTEL.,, vo 
© And for rhe 


[@ aule of God. 


4 the Priſons'of Londoi Hartford, &«.) 
This s a Salutation of my Love and Life. 


Y dearly beloved. Friends, who arcoft hewghe 
M- into el or Hs and preſented before me . 
the Spirit of the- Lord ; with, whom my... 
Lite is, A. 4 unto whom. the Love: of my ſoul We: 
flow forth and extend ir ſelf; in the Vertue of 2 i 
which is Infinite and Ecernal, and in the Spirit of 
cation my foul is daily poney 'd forth anzeche Lond, | 


%: 
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To Epiftle to Friends in Priſon. 

the Throne of his Majeſty,: on your behalfs ; Beſeech- 
ing.and Dcfiring,. That he will ſo furniſh. and arm-you 
with the whole Armour, of his own Righteouſneſs, thac 


ou may be entire wantidg nothing ; and that you may 
be 1f Ba to ns and hold out _ the End + 790 


« on Ge 
ir: ch ER e(g}l Hard poem 
of you, who is RE ez inthe , ory 


ke Ls, in the mid 
of the ras —_— I ; ſalute you all. 
you may a _be_enboldned 


(and in __ our, Hea be lifted up 
above ll S _—_ even ba em).;that the 
Cauſe in which you are engag d, and for which you ſuffer, 


152 :Righteons canker: of which we.have the, Witneſs or 
Teſtimony; in.our, own, Conſciences z 20 ge ty certain 
Witneſs ky? be : and this Wiete(dock teſtifie, That 
our Cauſe is the Cauſe of God z who hath-call'd. as out of 
Darkneſs into his marvelous we ,a3d hath made choice 
of us, to bear Teſtimony -to (an ſtand) Wi enefles for) his 
Name and Truth, in he Day of: his M's | Appearance, 
and Manifeftation, or Revetarzoa of” the Sdn of his Love g 
whoſe quickening Spirit we. have recciy'd,, by which we 


are ſeperated from the World , and by which we have 


| been (and ſtill are) conſtraia'd to bear 'Feſtimony againſt 


all Oppreſſion and Cruelty, and-againſt all the Unrighte- 
onſhels of this ſinful World ; for which Cope theſe Su" 
ſerung come who is; and atter d us: BatHlelſed| e th 
Eord,who hath _ d us 'with'fo Honoralvle 4 Calling ,\an bl 
iccounthd” us worthy to-ſuffer for {6 Honourable a Cauſe. 
as, Our Teftrmonyfor þaRlſſed Name ind Truth : the Reward 
chereof Gvhicki is great) will: be ceraity” unto al. who are” 
found Faithful vnto-the End.c © - 

© Wherefore my dear Friends (row ards: why my my Bowes | 
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of Love evenccarn, andy Life and:Spulregcherh, as you 
maydecl; -whoare ſenfiblebf Life); Lſay pat you; all; in 
she Name and; Fear iot:the Lord, itt up- your Heads, 
over, and above all 'Suffeoinge; both preſent and to-come 3 
Iſay;. m the Faizh » over them all,” unto him who is 
:0vifb - who will -out-laſt thaw allz.. who-alone-tiarh 
Immortallity,; .anddwells tn che. Light, whoſe Preſence 
is:certainly with youandamongſt you, and willbef&con- 
tinad as you walk and continue with him in! his Everlaſt- 
ing: Covenant of Light, in which he: dwells;:,.Where- 
tore. lex; yout )Lite, Delight, and Habicationbean him 3 
tor; my: Fricnds, you whoſe Hearts are upright uiitoGod, 
know right well; that the Lord bath not been atany'time 
wanting unto you in Exerciſc, : of what :nature or 
kind ſoever, in time pls; the :confideration: of: which 
i$ a ſufficicht Encouragement to every one, te caſtther 
Care upon him; and. to reſign up. themfſelyes/ unto him; 
who'takes Care for them. And-if the Enemy. be. per- 
Mirced{ſo far .to prevail, as to Execute his Decrecs made 
againſt jus; yet in this may webe all ſatisfied, that-is  * - 
ſhall cercainly work tor good unto us in the Endy/and hall = 
make forithe turthetance of; the Glorious Goſpel oh Peace, 
and for the Exaltation of the Worthy Name of the Lord, 
by which we are call'd ; whereforc in Contentedneſs with 
the Will of the Lord in all ſtates, let eyery one reſt, xe-' 
ſign'd up unto him, and in the Gitt ot his own Spirit wait 
upon him to receive daily Relireſhment from his Preſence, 
that you may be Water'd, Refreihed,and Conſolated trom 
day today; that ſo you may graw in his Grace, and be 
kept treſhand living in his precious Truth, to ſhine forth 
in the beauty thereof, And let ir be your great Care: 
above all things, to keepin the Enjoyment and Feeling 
of rhe Peace and Love of God in your own Hearts, = in 
E 2 that 
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2s Epiſtle to Friend)" in Priſon. | 


that you wilbhave Contentia alkConditions4-and live in 


Love and in Peace one withanother, and haye: | 
Charity amongſt:your ſelves: -and whatſoever! rends to 
the contrary, | let ic be condemned by- the ''Lightim 
the riſe of it. And bear with: (and for) | one anorket,. 
and watclover one another in; Love,!iand therein/txhort 
oneanotherz and build up one another'in the moſtpreci- 
ous Faith, whichygives you Victory over the Worldzzand 
over all the: Perſecuting Powers of Darkneſs', and be 2 
Strength, and a Refreſhmg; and a'Comfort one unto/ano- 
ther in your Perſecured Suffering State and'Condirioa. 
And' God Almighty keep you ' all, and refreſh your 
hearts daily with his Love, and- renew your ſtrength with 
the vertue of his Life,” that nongggaay be weary, nor faint 
in your Minds.; but that all mayMare'wich Parience, and 
Valonr, and. Boldneſs;. and/Courage, in the:Lamb's Spi- 
rit unto the- End; ' that'in'ithe End you may be Crown'd 
with the Crown of Immortal Lite and Glory, which ne- 
ver fades away, which is the Daily-Prayer of him who 
dearly and entirely: loves you all; whoareof :an Upright 
Heart, "by which Love Twas conftrainidtofalute you all 
at this time with theſe few Lines,. and ſo:reſt in tit. © 


From my outward. Beeing, 1, Your Dear andtraly Loving 
near Briſtol, this 20th of > _ ,  .. _ © Friend and Brather, 


che iſt Moneth,, 1665, 53 , 
111,94 2% Ffhhah Cole. 
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| Saluraton of Love 


From the 
- pirit of Life, 
'.__ UntoallFriends of FE 
TRUTH* 


Who are in Exilement,or. Sen:enc'd :o.Exilement; 
for the Exerciſe of their Pare Confcientes 1+” 
in the Scryice and Worſhip of God... 


” 
Y balovel Friends, Brethren, and. eee hs 
M are cxpos'd to Exilement,- from the, Land-0F 


your Nativity,. for the ſake of yo yooy Teſtimony 
to the bleſſed Truth of God'z and who 


you in this preſent World, for the ſake of EIT Lord IFRS 
Chriſt, . and rather then to betray that bleſſed 


ny, which God had committed nato you. to ey 
Name, and who have ſufficigutly manifeſted y yo 


| 


ve been, and +- 
are content - to ſuffer the loſs of all that erg dear unto 


CCS — 
4 _— — _ 
, "2h : , 4 v5 #: : : EY ” 


3$ An Epifile to Friends Exild, 

_ untothe Lord and his bleſſed Truth, even in The view of 
the whole World (as a Witneſs againſt their Falſe, An- 

| tichriſtian, and Idolatrous Worſhips (which God by his 
% Power) will certainly throw down, 'and bring to nought) 
 * _atMwho have bore Teſtimony in Faithfulneſs (in and by 
your Submifliveneſs to an Exil'd Eftate) againſt that »An- 
tichriſtjah ſpirit of Perſecution,” which Raigns and Rules 

in the Hearts of all the Apoſtate Falſe Chriftians, "whole 
Worſhip ſtandeth in Subjeftion to the Precepts and 

- Commandments of Men, and in Bowing to Stocks 
and Stones, and to. the Works of Men's Hands, and 

in other Outward Performances , without the Taward 
= Leadings of the Spirit of the Lord ; and in this An- 
"y þ il tichriſtian-ſpirit (by which they have been excrcifed (in 
nt} the aforeſaid Idolatrous Abominations) they have been 
Killing,” Deftroying, and Devouring one another about 
thoſe things-which are their own Inventions, ſet up in 
their own Wills, which they would-have all ro con- 
þ form to : and have long impoſed it one npon another 
{Ie h by Penal Laws, and thereby have enforced many (who 
14-0 fear'd Man more then God) to conform, contraty to 


2 [| | * what they were perſwaded in their own Conſciences) to 

It. worſhip the Image ſet up by them; yet a Remnant there 
i | was alwaycs, wh#mn God preſerved, and raisdup by his 
286 Power, to ſtand faithful Witneſſes againſt cheir Idolatrous 


| 2f.9 Worlhips and Traditions, whoſe Blood this Antichriftiad- 
f {pirir in the Beaſt and falſe Propher,rhat carrics the Whore, 
hath always drank. ; and many. Faichful Martyrs of Fefus, 
in times paſt, Have ſeaF'd their Tecftimony againſt this falfe 
Church of Apoſtate Chriſtians (in which this Antichriſtian 
ſpirit rules),”even with their very Lives, though' they did 
not ſee nor underſtand the oye thatarc now Feeiand un- 
derfood by many ; yer (bleſſed be” the Lord) they were 
2 Jy by 
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AN EpiſtHe 10. Pritn diol d,"- .*- 
big Spirit{d furniſhed, and ſuftained; aid £6: 
edwittLove: ta God:and his Cauſe; and! with'Zcal a-" 
oainft:thefalſo Churchg and:her Antichriſtiaii-Impoſitions! 
and'Idolacrics.z that rhey/loved not their Livesuptodeathy 
but laid down-thaeir-Lives with. Cheartulneſs, 'as @ Tefti-" 
many againſtthem z. and' ſa, through Baith have obrain-/ 
c&aGood:Report- amongſt us;; whio aro now tollowing the 
Lambin the ſame Foot-ſteps.of the Block, Tv V 


And ſo, my Bcloved Friends, Seeing that now, in ful- 
nefs.of times, God hath. rais'dus up by his Power, accor- 
ding.co hjis-Purpoſe,, and Netermination, and Fore-know-- 
l .16ibe- faichtul Witneſſes for his Nameand Fruth, 
andto the Power of his Appearance in-our Hearts, 'and- 
ro.bear Teſtimony againſt che aforeſaid Superſtitions, and: - 
and::Idolatrous Impolitions, which are practis'd at this 
dayamonegſt them. that know not the only 'true and living 
God; nor:jeſus;Chriſt, whom he hath ſent a Light intothe 
World: :fayy, my/Frieads,, Theſe things arc lufficientro' 

gage our. Hearrs unto the Lord, Gollow fans uato the eld, 
through all' Trials and Excrciſcs; of what nature” or -kind- 
ſoevcr, thac for the: future may come upon us, for our Te- 
ſtimaniesſake : - For,” my-Friends, We know rightavell,” 
thay God harh nar. been wanting, unto usin any Tryal cx 
Srare whatſoever (it. we- have not been - waſiting" its g'p 
Obcdienceunto him) bur hath been alwayes preſent with 
us, and hathoft caus'd his Love-roabound-unto us, jv 
us, being ſhed abroad in our hearts by his-g00d-Spirir;' of 
that for 5oy- of Heare we-conld even 'fing Praiiesrothe 
Name of the Lord in the midſt-of our .Sufferings” 3nd Af 
fictions ; ſorthart we have no Cauſe to be diſcouraged at 
the Suffcrines-which attend us,+nor-at the” Threats an& 
FrownsofWicked/Mcn, who hate and perſecute us m—_ 
out juſt Canſe'; bur we haverathergreatCaufec oftaron- 
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.ragement to perſevere and go on, bearing forthigue Tefti- 
—_ foeahe Lond through al Sufferings, it jr be Death it 


[9 
and having this Confidence 'in ourſelves, That none of theſe 
things ſhall be able to move us, nor to ſeperate ws from the Love 
of God which we have in Chrift Feſus : Nays but rather ſhall 
confirm us ;, for as the Apoſtle faid,' t-.« a» evident Token 
10 us of Salvation, but to owr Adverſaries of Perdition, and that 
ot God. I : 
- And (o, my Bcloved Friends, You who arcalready 
Exil'd, and ſent-into forreign Parts of the World,for your 
Teſtimony's ſake z- I doubt not but you experimentall 
know, in an/eſ{pecial manner, the Largeneſs of the Ex- 
tent of God's Love unto his People in a Suffering Condition, 
you having been in. meaſure exercis'd therein, beyond ma- 
ny others z though I doubt not (but have the Teſtimony 
ot God's Holy Spirit) that many are as freely given upin 
the ſame Faith, for the ſame Teſtimony, to partake with 
you outwardly of the ſame Sufferimgs, as they do inward- 


ſelf, knowing the Reward thereof to be ſoexceeding grea r | 


Jy ſympathize with you therein, it the Lord ſee it meet 


for the Honcur of his Name, ſo to ſuffer them to be exer. 
ciſed, Yet nevertheleſs, All who have been,and are faich- 
in] ro God in-their Places, have, and doenjoy ſo much of 
the, Peace and Preſence of God, asis fully ſatisfaQo 

unto them z ſo that in the Unity of the Spirit o Life,which 


fr2m God we haverecciv'd, and by which we are ſepera- 


tcd from the: World, and irs Wayes and Works of Dark- 
neſs, and by which we are rais'd up to be faithful and true 
Witneſſes tor God, and againſt che Traditions of men, by 
which they have made void God's Commandments; I ſay, 
in this Sp rit we do ſympathize and partake with you,both 
in Svffcring and in Rejoycing, and Love a real Sence upon 
our hearts and ſpirits of your Eſtate , and we arc not un- 


mindful 
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An Epiſtle to Friends Exil'd. 41 
mindfulof yon,” but do heartily pray, That Grace, Health, 
Mercy, and Peace, together with all Spiritual Bleſhngs in 
Chriſt our Lord, may be continually multiplied and en- 
creaſed amongſt you, that the Aboundings thereat you ' 
may know unto your great Conſolation g that ſo, being 
thereby watered and retreſhed, you may grow in the, Grae 
of God, and in the Knowledge of our 15d Jeſus,and may 
feel his Life to encreaſe in you, and ſoco ſtrengthen yau, . ; 
that you thereby may be able to teach others alſo, and to 
inſtruct them-in the Way of Life and Salvation, that fo 
your Sufferings and Exilement may make for the Furthe- 
rance of the Go(pel of God, and tor the ſpreading ot his 
Blcfled Glorious Truth through the Nations, andfor the 
gathering into it them who are yet afar off from God, and 
Strangers unto him, that ſo the Witneſs of God in all 
Conſciences being anſwer'd by you, both in Lite,Conver- 
ſation, and Doctrine you may be a good ſavour unto God, 
both in them rhar believe, and alſo in them that periſh, 
that the Juſtification of Lite in the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt you may all feel and witneſs, and that will be your 
alone Satisfaction in all Conditions, and therein my Love 
doth dearly ſalute you all. | 
_ And in this, my. Dcar Friends, pray one for another, 
and walk together in Love, and be of one Mind and Pra- 
Etice In all chings that appertain to the Werſhip of God, 
and to your Teſtimony for Him, and againſt theWorld,and 
its Wayes and Worthips ; and live in Peace one with an- 
other , and build up one another in your moſt precious 
Faith 4, and watch over one another in the Spirit of : Love: . 
and Meekneſs ;, and let there be no Straightnefs nor 
Strangenefs age towards another; but he Open-hearted 
and Tender one to another :' Andiif any- thing- appear 


amongſt any of you, which tends to the Hurt'of any Par- 
| ticular 
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4) | An Epiſtle 10. Friends Exild, * 
cicular,or to the Truth in general ih the Spirit of Meekneſs 
let it be ſpoken to them, and in the ſame Spirit let it be re- 
ceiv'd; and that will keep down all that may ariſe co make 
any Diſſention,. to canſe any ſtraitneſs or ſtrangeneſs 
amongſt you, and ſo you will be kept in theunity of the 
Truth, which will be a good ſavour amongſt all people 
and in that the Lord will take Delight rodwell amongſt 
you, and todo you good ; and in that God ewe: 9 bo 
with you, and bleſs you, and water you with the Dew 
of Heaven, and cauſe the Showers of his Love to deſcend 
upon you, that you may be refreſhed and kept alive in the 
Truth, therein to live according to God in the Spirit, 
and not; according to men in the Fleſh, bur in that. b 
which you are judged according to men, and by which 
you are crucified unto the World ; and therein your Joy, 
Peace, and Comfort will be Everlaſting. 

And ſo dear Friends, Let nothing enter that would de- 
prive you of your Peace and Comtort, Ieſt you loſe the 
Reward of your Sufferings ; bur keep in Lowlineſs, and- 
Watchfulnets, ard in truc Humility of mind and ſpirit; for- 
therein is Safery : Andits the Humble that God eeacherh 

.. jand ſupportcth : And without his alliſting Spirit ot Grace 
by wecan do nothing that will add ro 0:r Comtgre or Con- 
00h folation; and therefore, whatcver 0ur ſtate be, we have 

aily need of an Affiftance from him, and 0: the renew- 
Ingo? our ſtrength by him, by whom alone weare able to 
iy do all things, and in him nothing is too hard {or us , {or 
= its through him (that we are more then Conquerors, ard 
by Faith in him) we ſtand, and that gives Victory over the 
World: And.in that, my Dear Friends, all live and walk, 
2nd thereby you will have free acceſs to God, and w:1l 
meet with us at the Throne of Grace, and Gccan-of Liſe; 


and_there the Miniſter of the Sancuary is ſeetalwayes 
Car 
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An Epiſtle to Rriends Exil d, 43 
near at hand, adminiſtriig unto every one according to 
their neceſlity, who will give Ability and Strength (uffi- | 
cient to endure all things, and to anſwer his nog $ 
in all things, and will alſo keep down(and _—_ which © 
would ariſe to exalt the mind above meaſure in thetime-ot 
enjoyment of the Reward that is receiv'd through Suffe- 
rings," aad hereby you will be- preſerv'd- out of all the 
Snares of the Enemy: And in this my Love is dear to you 
all, and to thg- whole Flock of God in all Parts of the 
World, and to chis Spirit of Grace I do commit you all, 
and reſign you up to be govern'd and protected therebygtor, * 
by it I was at this time moved to write theſe Lines te + 
you, in which I doubt not but it will be reccived,. by all 7 
whoſe hearts are: finccre towards God : And in that God © 
Almighty be with your ſpirits, Amen,  - ITN HZs, 


Lonaen, this 28th of 1 an Jour Dearly Loving Brother, 
the 11th Moneth, is the Patient Long-Suff ering 
1665- Spirizef the Lamb. | 


» 


Jottah Coale, 


Let this be read amoneit Friends who are Ezil'd, or ſentencod for 
 Exilement, when they are met together in the Fear of the Lord. 
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| An Epiſtle to = 


FRIENDS 
In Holland. 


AT Y Dearly Beloved Friends, I oftttimes remember 
M you,8& make meation of you inmyPrayersto the 
' Lord, fince Toutwardly ſaw yourFaces, and my 

Love in the Lord is unfeigned to you, in which I have, tor 


 FourGond travel'd _— yon,and in Which at this time I 
E\ 


dearly ſalute you, as thoſe whom God Almighty hath rea- 
ched unto and viſited, that you might have Acquaintance- 
with him, and that you might be made Partakers of his 
Endleſs Love in his Son Chriſt Jeſus, and therewith might 
love one another, as he kath loved you, whothath forgi. 
ven you your Treſpaſſes, that you might take Example 
thereby ro Forgive one another ; tharſ{o you may have the 
Mindof 'his Spirit of Love, and be like him in this'prefenr 
evil World, and: that you might bear his Image amongſt 
the Children of Men, and ſtand as Witnefles tor him,and 
appear on his behalf in that Life, through which you will 
anſwer the Witneſs of God in the Hearts of all-Pevple ;- 
that ſo you bring Honour, and Glory, and Praiſe to the 
Nathe of the Lord, who hath viſited you ; ' To whom all 

Glory belongs forever, Amen.. Os | 6 
My Bcloved Friends, Prize theMercies of the mae 
whighe 
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| - .. An Epiſtle to Friends is Holland. ITY 
which he hath viſited you, and walk worthy of his Love, 
which hath been additionally maniteſted through the ma- 
ny tender Viifitations which he. bath ſent aneq you by his 
Servants, whom he hath moved from time to time to come 
amongſt you with the Meſlage of Lite, as Diſpencers of 
his Word of Reconciliation, for your C-»nſolation and 
Comfort: And every one in your own particulars, feel the. 
Meaſire of the Meek Spiric of the Lamb, that your minds 
may be daily exercis'd thereby , inthe Croſs to allthat is \ 
contrary to the Nature thereof, that ſo your Hearts and 
Souls may be ſeaſon'd therewith, and the- contrary kept 
down and bow'd'under ir: And asall are exercifed with: 
this Spirirof - the Lamb, you will more and more grow in- 
to its nature, through the re{re/hing Vertie which there- 
in and thereby you will daily receive ; aiid this is-atone 
that which preſents all a Good Savour unto God, and in 
this (you'know) we have. labour d amongſt you ;%and 
therein you will teel my Love and Lite, which is in that 
which is not of this World ; and therciu the Felowthip 
of the Children of Ligh t ſtands, which is.a Myſtery-to the 
Werids andin that, Love, Unity, Peace, Meekneſs and Gen- 
zleneſs will encreaſe amongſt you, which are exccllent,Fer- 
tues, and amiable to behold ; and that which is Paffionare, 
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46 | 
Life of the Bleſſed Unchangeable Truth, fir of 000 dd 
waits to'be Gratious untoall themi-that waizapon hi infor 4 
the Teachings of his Spititof Graces: and are wy. are-- 
.'- by and ſach he ptr oere FI 


An Dk 3s Ree Yhilana, - 


through which they live unto; 


ſtrength one uato another,and @ Redeſhmnevt and porn oo 


to cach other: And ſo, my: deer Friends, 1n thatGog- 
Almighty keep you, and'be with you, and water PRE: 
ly with the Dewof Heaven, that you may grow:ther 

and dwell alifiaWatchfulneſs,in the Light,and keep 

wiighty Truth, the true Foundation, that Undone 


.ings of all may be keqt clear and open,that none may be 


beguil'd of their Peace nor Crewn of Lite ;, And all watch 
over one another in Love, and bear ye one anothers Bur- 


dens, and ſofulfil the Law of God, andin that you are 
his teel the Salucati- 


a ſtrength one to another, and ſoin t 
on of my Love, which js to you beyond declaring. And 
tothe Keeping and Protection of the Arm of the Lord I 
do commit you, Amen, 

So, inthe Peace and Life which hath end, I remain, 


Brother, 
Johiah Coale. 


Let this be fon among it the Friends in Holland. 


Londen the 24 Day of ” Yowr Faithful and Trae 


7th Moneth, 1667 


fo all Fete in 


TAMAIC: 


Unto whom the 


M ES S) AG E 
"Fternal Lite; 


-- ſear ; and amonglit whom the Golpel iS 
now pre:ched. 


RIENDS, Now the Everlaſting Go) pel of Peace Be 
FH and Glad-ridings is preached amongſt you, DP: 
Word-7dbt Recon Late 2 Wy heeh torth* cowands:. af 
you, every one with Meeknefs recave it, foriris able 
{ave your Souls, and to build you up; and-give- you an: 
[nheritance amongſt the fan& ified Ones : For now Sd wo, HYD 
Mcſſage of the Lord to: be declar'd mito; you, ' and: - - 
amongſt you, by Truc and Faithtul Meſſengers, whom, 
he hath lent forth in his Name,-and endew'd with-Power:-. Ne 
for that Service; and hath miade- them Wenn rh, > your: 5 
ſakes, to give up their LE, that the Ls Eve 
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48 An Epiſtle to Friends in Jamaica. 
might be made known unto you, and you might come to 
walk thercin': And their Meſſage you are all to receive, 
as you. prize the Salvation of your Souls; tor they are 
Metlengers of the New Covenant, intro which the Lord 
(in chis Day of his Glorious; Appearance) is' gathering | 
his People, that they might be all* raught of him, and 
comc to the Kuowledge of him, from the Leaſt to the 
Grcatelt. 

And Friends, This Covenant, of which I ſpeak, 
whichthey areMeflengers of, is Light ; and this Light 
lighreth every man that comerh into rhe World, which, 
it yougivelieed unto, in your own Conſciences, you will 
find it reproving for the Deeds of Darkneſs, and con- 
demning fſin- in the Fleſh; and will lead all, who are 
guided by it, out of fin; and will lead in the Way of 
Righteouſneſs, and in the Path of Peace, and Way 
of Truc Holineſs, which is a Way that the World 
knows not, who live in Iniquity., Woherctore now all 
People, The Day of your Viſitation being upon you, 
and the Lord ſtriving with you by his Good Spirit in 
your Hearts, and being alſo calling unto you by the 
Mouthes-of his Meſſengers, to Returns ;, Now every one 
encline! your Ears, and hear what the Spirit ſaith'in your 
inward Parts; and prize the Day of the Viſitation of 
the Lord's Love, who, alter the long time that. you 
have paſſed away in Rebellion and Diſobedience againſt 
his Good Spirit, thouuld now be pleaſed to accept ot you, 
and to paſs by your Tranſgrcſiions paſt, and the Sins of 
your Youth ; therefore I 1ay, Let the Rich Lovc of the 
Lord, which is now nfaniteſted, conſtrain you to Fear 
before him, and to leara Obedience unto his Faithful 
Witneſs, which he hath placed .in your Hearts : For 

Friends, 
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by ay wherein you may-come tp, = Cakes 
of, . betore they. be, hid;,from - yur : WT try 


Friends, If v0 be, £998 cneive unto "ks w hich will 


_ give untg.you, the: kno Was gc ol Re Eng time; 
will come, that they will be:hid f "Io Ken, Es 
then thall you cry*our, . ſaying, FR, TY 


ſirucF109, and deſpiſed the Day of oro | 5 
And ſo, Now the Day is, wherein you come 
ro know and witneſs your Reconciliation. na with 
che Lord by his Word of Power, whichis nighyou,.even 
in your Hearts a:.d in your Mouthes ; which» Word re- 
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conciles ro God all who hear and obey it; and itwill | 
alſo purge you from all Iniquity, it you ſubmit to the | 


Working and Operation of it. 


And this I teſtifie, That no other Way can you | 


come to know a being ſandified and reconcil'd to the 
Lord, but by the Word of his Power, and through your. 
Obedience thercunto : And this Teſtimony I lend 
amongſt you, to the cnd that you might belieye in the 
Light - of the Son of God, < xn. ith you are enlight- 
rened : And this - Teſtimony will be turther confirm- 
ed unto you by the Mouthes of theſe whom the Lord 
hath now ſent amongſt you; and their Teſtimony is 
true, of which I am a Witneſs ; for we have been 
all Baptized by one Spirit into one Body, even the Glo- 


rious Body of him who is the Head : And fo we are 


all Eyc-Witnefles of his Majeſty, and of his Glory z 
and can give in our Teſtimony together, That by che 
Mouthes of ſeveral Witneſſes (even fo many as the 
Lord ſhall call) the TRU T H may be confirm- 
cd to you ; that ſo you may no. longer follow them 
G who .. 
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5 8_  ÞAHw Fyiffleto Friends in Jamaica. + 
who cry, Lo here,” or Lo there 5 For; behold the King- 
dom ' of -Heaven' is within' you, and comes not with 
Obſervations z, and all that enter intvit muſt become as 
little Childrenz, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God, which 
is new come” with Power, and-is nigh unto yon: And 
Blefſed and Happy are all they that came to know an Eh. 
trance adminiſtred into it , for they are Heirs of that 
Inheritance which ſhall never fade away. 


Written in Barbadoes this From owe, who is a Labonrey tn 
18th of the 7th Moneth > the Lord s' Vineyard, called, 
1661, -» © | | 


_ -Fofiah Coale. 
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EAR FRIENDS, My Love, which is fin- 
— and fervent in the Lord's Truth (which is 
| recious as eycr in this Day of Tryal) is 
freely and Ceerenly extended to you : For,. oft are 
ou om Remembrance, in much tenderneſs ; and tru- 
y do I Reſpe& you as ſuch whom the Loxd hath ac- 
counted wha to bear his-Name, . and which he wo 
made. chojce = to-be a Peculiar People to himſelf, and 
to. be Witneſſes for him- in the mid'ſt of a Crooked 
and Perverſc Generation, 
| And let your Holy Life and Chafſte - Conyerſarion 
be ſuch, as. may preach Rightcouſneſs unto all ;- thar if 
they ſpeak Evil of.. you, as of Evil-Doers,_.. you. may 
have cauſe to Rejoyce, having the Peace of God in your 
Hearts, . 
And -Friends, ;.I;am not unmindful of you,, neicker 
G 3 are. * 
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> The Fir#'Epiftle to Friends in New-England, 

arc you forgotten by me: For, oft I am even amongft you 
in the Spirit'of LoveandLite, in which my Defires and 
Prayers to God: are, and oft have been for you, that you 
may grow, and encreaſe,” and proſper, and flouriſh in the 
pregi »25-livitty glorious” Truth of God, of which you are 
_ & 5 rs,and into whichiyou are gather ds through 

'workingef his Divine Power, that RhelHeavetly 
—_— may be borne by you all; that by your Good Ex- 
ample in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs many may be made, 
to confel(s unto the Truth, and beconvinced of' it yand 
that to the Brightneſs of your riſing in it, manymay be 
gather'd”;* rhat ſo; rhe Borders of the SanQuary of the 
Moſt High may be cnlarg'd unto the ends of the Earth, 

| For Friends, You know full well, that in the Power 

' of God, yea, the Power of an Endleſs Lite, We, 
{whom the Lord ſent, unto you) labour'd amongſt you 
tor the Exalration of his'Kingdom, and for the publiſh- 
ing and. ſpreading of his. Everlaſting Truth, 'andforſthe 
| cake ofthis, -our Livcs nor Liberties wereinort dear unto 
us; wherefore be*yc every. once. like-minded with ns in 
the ſame thing: And in your places where the Lord hath 
ſer, you, therein adorn the Truth, fo will you be a good 
ſavour unto God, and he will rake Pleaſure and Delight in 
you,and will do yon good by Trwa $r his Mercies and 
Bleffings in your Hearts; and fo you will witneſs a growth 
and encreaſe in the Encreaſes of God. 

_ And fp all Friends, Wait pon the Lord in the Gift of 
his Spirit, ' that you may feel him ro adminiſterunto you 
of his Heavenly Riches and Conſolation, thar no one may 
have caufe to complain of Poverty or Wearinefs ; bur 
every one know, him in you, in whom the Fulneſs dwells, 
tharyou may by him be'npheld in all times. of Tryal; _ 
Vis . . 
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be adminiftred unto in all times of want, that ſo you 
may be carried on wich” Cheatfulnefs "to ran the -W 

of his Commandments... And God Almighty keep 

by his own Power, that therein you x wo Wear ily jo - #2 by 
afid united"rogcrher, a Family of Fe, 

Body, and hy Homes Houſe fic aun) 

that there may be no Rent nor” Rar o 
may be one in him, who is the Head : "ol in this Tcan 
promiſe you, the Bleſſings of God, and that by his Spiric. 
And ſo, bear one with another in Love; andlet the Strong 
helptheWeak, and by ſo doing ye ou will preſerve Peacc. 
And the Bleſſing of the Lord be with you, and re upon you for- 
ever, Amen. 


London the 1\} ear This is 4 Salutatiow of Pure, Perfett, 


neth of the Year, and Never-d,ing Love, from your 
1667, Dear and Truely Loving Brother , 


Joſiah Coale. 
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E AR and Everlaſtingly Beloved Friends, Bre- 
thren, and Siſters, wkom my Heavenly Father 
hath viſited with the Day-ſpring from on High, 
which he hath cauſed to dawn unto you ; - and by Ris 
Out-ſtretched Arm of Power, hath gather'd you out of 
the Eeyprien Darkxeſs into the marvellous Light of the Son 
of his Love, that therein you may come to have an In- 
heritance amongſt them that are ſancificd, and become 
Heirs of Eternal and-Everlaſting Salvation in and through 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Firſt-born from the Dead, who is now 
brought forth into the World, and reveal'din us, whom 
all the Angels muſt worthip. 
I ſay my dearFriends,Secing the Lord hath thus vifited 
you with his Love, and thus reached unto you, ſee that 
'you walk worthy of his Love: And every one in your 
holy Callings, wherewith you are called of God, there- 
in abide with him; and feel the Gift of his good yrs 
race, 
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The Stevnd Eptfle + Friend; in New-England. $5. © 
Grace, which from him you have receiy'd, at alltimesro'* -;. 
exetcile your inds that ſo. out of all the Snares and _— 


Temptations of. rhe-Wicked PEPIN may thereby belies, F3 
| keyg 2 preſerved, that the Enemy-may got prevail - 

ro hurt you, orto depriye you. of your precious" Txea(ure;? 
or to make a Spoile of you, orin rhe leaſt ro: diminith thag - 
Pretions Life which God hath raiſed and manifeſted 
in you, and given you a gs of: Bur all, and every. 
one, wait that you may grow therein, and become daily 
more and more a ood Groge unto God, that you-may 
know him'to take delight in you, and co dwelFamongſt 
you, and in the midſt of you, and to adminiſter unto you. 
according to your Neceſſities, that there*may be no-want 
unto you in the Day of- Tryal ; bur that you- may. be 
throughly furniſhed unto every good Word and./Work 
that.in all Ttyals and Temptations whatſoever, thatmay 
come upon you, you fecl yourStrength, Hope and' 
Coafidence to remain, "Wat ſo you may be ſupportedand 
carried chrough wich Chearfulneſs unco che End; forts 
fuch only that ſhalt be: ſaved. 

- And above all things, - my Friends and Brethren, 
have perfe& Charity. amongſt your ſelves , and let the 
Love. of God dwell in your Hearts, and rule there, and. 
in that. watch over one another; and in the Spirit of 
Love and Meeknefs exhort andbeſeech one another, as” 
the Lord moves, andler no one go beyond the Word of 
the Lord, nor yer without it; = that will burden the: 
Seed in others, but watch in the Light for the Movings of 
the Life it ſelf and as thar is felt toſtir or move in yO1, 
or any of you, wait to know the. Miad and"Intent of the: 
Spirit's Motion, whether ig be for your ſelves rotreafure” 
up,..or whether it be ro ge forth unto others, and thiss 
Diſcerning and Underſtanding you will all come to know 

and 


Land 
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and recciveas you wait in Stilneſs, ourof the Reaſoning 
Part ; for, if the Reaſoning Parrenter, that will darken 
the Underſtanding, and then you will not know what to 
chole, and, what to. refuſe, nor what, todo, or whart to | 
leave uudone : *Therefare dwell in the Simplicity, and 
fingle Suljegtion uaro God's Holy, Spirit of Litc, the 
Meck Lamb's Spiric; and:rhere is the Gate of true We 
dom, and the Door of Uluderſtanding ; aad in that, you 

will cdific one another in Love, and the Boad ot. Peace, 
will be, known amo.igſt. you; And:for this. End haye we 
traveild andlabour'd amongſt you, « whom the Lord ſen | 
forch in his own Name and Power, for the turning of 
you from the darkncis of -Ignorance” unt) the Light aud 


Knowlcdge of God's Everlaſting Power, and tor the 

| building-of you up in your moſt preti»us holy Faith, that 
therein, and thereby you might come to have-victary. 
over all that's contrary. And to this day Iam oft travcllipg 
in Spirit amongſt you; andin mWF#Prayers to God, Idaily. 
make mentioa of you;and my {pirit.hreathes unro God,and. 
is pour'd forth unto him for your preſeryation, growth and. 
proſperity in the pretious living Truth,and char you may be” 
crown'd withYiFory, Life, and Dominion oyer all which y ould, 
hind:r you from running this good Race, that is ſex before you; 

| that ſo none amongſt you,who have bees of the. Love of God . 
and have known the Way of Life ,may tall ſhort ofthe Mark; : 
of the Inheritance incorruptible, which fades not away. $6 the 
Lord God Almighty be with you,and keep you,and place his Fear in 
your Hearts yet more and mere, that you may no more depart from. 
himgor from the feeling of ns Life and Preſence ; but that you way 
always live in hin:,who is God bleſſed forever, and may be found of 
him in everlaſting Peace , Amen. + EY WO? : 
London,21 1\'t Mo: | Thu from your dear Brather, who truly loves 
"mech, 1665." | 10u,/and the whole Flock. of Godto all Plages, 
JO STAW COA LE, 204172277p 
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amongſt whom I have travelld in times paſt, 
for the Redemption of the Suffering Seed, whi 
lay groaning 'in Bondage, and was held in Captivity 
under the Chain s of Dcath and Darkneſs in you, and 
for the; þringing forch of chat Birth which is Heir of all 
things, and muſt Rule all Nations with a Rod of Iron, and 
unto whom we (who have been Labourers amongſt you) 
kavereached with the Word of Immortal Life, and with 
. the Power of -the Almighty, to the raiſing of Life, and 
bringing Immortality to Light -in you, by . which Fer 
were then quicken'd unto Life, who were ſometimes dea 
in Sin and Treſpaſſes : And you know right well, that © - 
by this Word of God, and Power of an Eadie dleſs Lite? you 
were more and more enlighten'd,” as you canie into Obedi- 
ence thereunto z and your Underſtandings were open'd, 
by which you came to ſee how you had beea in times paſt 
- H cagti- 


M Y. Dearly Beloved Friends, with whom, and 
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captivated with Sin and Iniq ity and had been led awa 
wich the Error of the Wicked, into 4 Strife, _ 
Malicionſneſs; and indeed, .jnto every Evil Work z and 
then true Ys gmgent y Condemnation took hol on that 
pay in been ns ; 
a Yo ce, adifcati 
vy Salvation, av ; unto You, by rt e Light and Spirit 
of, the Lord, by. which;yaur dertian andings Vere; quick- 
ned: And don rg Eye was open'd in you, by fm 
ou ca oTg&C your TeaFther, a ef]; Our 
Ear no ts bertled, and w ie bY. God's 
Salvation 0 then, how was the Appearance of Evil 
_ eſchewed by youz And ihow contrary: to your Deſires it 
was to ſee or hear of 2g Fr and LPEPangs and oneention 


amon {t Brethren * ? oy Good 
will $0, then abound Ro El Fe Cf Sn An 
View, defiring that It whgtit come. \fo k00W Spd d þewiatle 

Pakers Kine 1 of the fave oe Redemption ?. - 


h&iw elooti {fog ple rafi the Lord: Ed" Ph ap- 
pie ft Pad fk freely he Rt (hed abroad 


is Love t ooo ffs 20 iſe forth of whe Vertuept 
ſe Late 't anto'you, which; Your afts' beer Lay 
and: your ſouls | {ich 41id,con Prieds.: {6 Og th ora 
run well (irhbue WW: Fearinels 1 FRnchls tk ll 
Hindfed ; Y,0u or any of *y {Ik 4 A nit 
ave in'this Race, in-which eace, $ & ind Good-ivill 
did ab6und ge unto another 2." ARQ what: 155 che canſe 
of the Strife, and Diviſions, Jag Colitentions, that of 
late hath been, Imonplt - you 7 "Hath not, che Evi Otie 
ſtepped in, © and drawn'y0tr ifits: Reaſonitios and Conſtl- 
rations abvtit Differences which hath, been occaſi on'd'by 
Difſeating-ſpirits, and thereby vail'd the nderſtandings 
of ome of you, and ſo broighe Night upon them z and 
in 
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irs ths Night ſeaſon fown che: ſced-of SetkcieSamengh 
r h6#H1, 11203 10t. : a9bwd 140 115113 1.9 t ont 

(ON WelL My! Hearriroriew'd withiumeoi yur ſakesy 
and I am oft-rimes aft{iccd in ſpirit becar theſe:things 
whiel tve*hapfendaniongltt/ you': 'for indeed, "Home 
cheve BY7thathdvermdethe abs of others fad; whom 
GodREvenadedydy: beoaufe: of cheir nnfoundneſs; and 
RedRnefs fniche PTeruchpyaMich in muchifimplicing) 
few” tid revereatc was madeknowniunto you by us,whd 
labOirs aADIgf yotin the Word and Doarine,” ! - -: 

' Arglthuly Friedids,-I catinotbut Lamentthelsſt cſtard 
of ' fort(® ant: you] *hic-T-am fully ſenfibleisgreav 
atid fad: Oli efiat! hoald' be faidiof furh.2 People 
(for whom the Lof had'done ſuch Hrhings, and unicol 
wie he had: {6 pleneiflilly manifeſted himſett and appear- * 

20000 tine retain their firſt Love, and Inte- 

DE eryciicy,- and Zeal tothe Lotd, and one toy 
wards hd | Itsindeed fad to conſider 2 For tavenor b 
ſcerthe 74 y blofor- amongſt you, and the Vineftoutiſh;] 
and the colider Grapes\a Meek yes verily” 2And this 4 
farther'teſtifie, That ou kept your firiþ Siniplictty;. and 
y0ur fir Faith and Love pes were Beautiful, analC tn ors 
Lovely iwthi'Bycs of ol Lord 5 and be took ena He! 
yOu 5\ ahll- #xercii'd TFadrment, Mercy; and: Dore bntneſy 
dmengityos ; in which many did eveat'y Rejoyre's” andyour Faith 
WAS _— where ſpoken of amonz# the Churches of Obyeft ; and” 
94vy dra greatly Wo bicauſe'o of 'yow's for you Wert Hoxton... 
rable ani twotly i rhe Hearty of the People 'of God'tver wheres” 
LB Goowaf Rejyrinn nnto-ws, who'batlabour-” 
ou *ait tc loclt for your os, Fit alas! A 
irhe _ _ &itred/ amongſt ſoffic of: you, 
try noe Ielowillipy the Re- 


pore-ob-hivh ha vs f Sagheſs Ypon the Hearts of- © © 
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many: Bur thoſe who have given place to the Enyi- 
ous- One, munſt bear thcir own Burden , for their Jadg- 
ment» and Condemnation flumbrech nor, / bur will \wittly 
come upon them, ' | 31 m6 {7s 

| Wherefore my dear Friends all, Be you retir'd in 
your minds unto the Light, by which you were firſt 
convinced of the Truth, and which ny then; to) 
ſce the Error of your Wayes, and whi led. you into 
Love, Peace, and Good-will one | towards. 'another, 
and towards all men, and to eſchew the appearance of 
Evil : And as you all (in this Light) come fingly co 
wait upon the Lord in your firſt Love, ginys and 


Integrity, you will plainly andclearly ſee what it is that 
DT (and or entred) - that hath been the 


cauſe of all rhoſe Tumults, and Contentions, and Di- 
viſions, which of late hath (happen'dand) been amongſt 
you; and as its ſeen. with the Light, and diſcover'd 
thereby unto you, or any of you, let it by the Lite 
be judged from amongſt you z and; therein wait that 
you. may be PIs from all Filchineſs, boch. of Fleſh, 
and. Spirit : And be tenderly affeiouated one towards 
another in the. Trath; not with a feigned Love, or a. 
feigned Aﬀection ; for that God hates : Bur'lec Loye 
be without Difimulation, abhorring that which is Ewi/ 
in all, and cleaving to that which is ' Good : And be 
Open-Kearted one towards another (not Strange and. 
—_ and Sunply and. Honeſtly. .confeſs your 
Faults ro each. other, and pray. for. one another, and 
the Lord will have Mercy upon the Tranſgreflors, and. 
will heal their Backflidings and blot ous their Iaiqui- 
tics, and will again love them freely , and fo, you will 
re-gain the Favour, Love, | and. Good-will, of Gad an- 
© you ; and we ſhall again be 'consferted 8900-1 Aker 


efc 
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The Furit Epiflle to Friends in Maryland. 61; 
theſc our Sorrows and Grief. of Heart, becauſe of the Di- 
viſions and. Spoilings that have: been amongſt you; - for, 
our Joy. is-in, your Proſperity, and Well-being;  andour 
Rcjoying is in your Con mfort, and Refreſhment, and 
_ and Safety. | | 

5 my. Friends, Keep your Eye alwayes 

upon:.that Mark: which firſt —_— - ods when 
you receiv'd the: Truch, and obey'd the Goſpelz, and 
in-that firaight- and narrow Way of - Holineſs, which 
was then made known unto you, cyery one ſtill | 
cowards this Mark ; and have p <Q Charity amongſt 
your ſelves, as 'in the rime- our firſt Simplicity : 
And then you will feel the Lords wonted Goodneſs and 
Loving-kindneſs ſhed abroad in your Hearts z and he will 
water you with the Dew of Heaven, and will bleſs 
you with all Spiritual Bleffings from above z and he 
will then own you for his own, and will dwell in the 
mid'ſt of You, and amongſt-youz for which. the earneſt 
Deſire of my Soul if unto. the Lord ; andin my Pray-- 
ers I do oft make mention of you: unto. my God and 
your God, that. his Arm of Power and-Salvation may 
alwayes be with you , and that you may be there- 
by kept. Pure, and Unrebukeable, and Spotleſs unto 
Himſelf in-his fight, from this time forth and forever, 
AMEn. 


And Friends, It was the fervent and fincerc Defire 
of my Heart to have ſcen youthis Year; havinga con- 
fident Perſwaſfion and. ai in me, That (if the 
Lord had fo order'd it) it wonld have been for your Good 
and Benefit ; 'and thar- I ſhould: have been Refrethed with 
you and amongſt you, as in times paſt. Af 

n 
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And in order to it Þ\wholy:fixed- and applyed-my' 
Heart to the Lord ' {tor fome: certain:dayes) -:to fearcty 
his -Counfct inthe thing, :uncil he :fulty:andyelcar- 
lyfatisfied me3"-rhar ic muſt nor then wy in whaſer ble(4 
ſed Will I reſt, and am content: ';yet tam, not” wholy 
without- hopes ; Sue thar in Due : ca{on"it-'may/ yet 
be Arid” ih the! meantime Tlefveyou;"2nid commend 
you- to: God, who is/able qo youz'-and 'do more! 


aboindanrlyforyouthers you car — z-t6 woe 
be GloryTofever, Amen. | f2 269 
Written tn s P * Jon Dear P 123 inth 
'this 5th. wind, : wg, Dent BY 7h as, 0, 
2th Mon, : 1664.9 Patience of: oY ” DI x 
0 0. RY” Toſiak Coale. 


Let Copies of ws be ſent anea welt Friends every 5 belt 3 is the Pk: 
_ vince of Maryland, and be read amoneft thew in them Aſ-. 
ſemblies in che? Fear of the be | Rela 
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The ſecond EPISTL'E. buf 
KY. Dear Friends, Brethren, and Siſters, who 
are called and ſaactified in Chriſt Jefns';- "and 
| with whom, and amoneſt whom TI have rrayelPd 


both 19. Body and - Spirit, for the Reſurre&ion'*F thar 
Birth whichis, Immortal , through. which you mighr be- 
come. Heirs of Eternal Salvation, and of the Kingdom 
Evcrlaſtiag, which is not of this World.  * 
My-ſonl and bowels even daily.carh towards you ; and 
you are. even daily preſented. before me, and brenght in- 
to my. View and Remembrance by the I of the 
Lord; by which I amoft conſtrain'd to preſent my 'Sup- 
plications and Prayers to the God of my Lite tor yon, 
and on! your bchalts; beſecching and defiring him); that 
he will keep and preſerve you in the Unſported Lite of 


the Lamb, and that'Grace, Mercy, and Peate, together 
| with 


— — — 
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with Spiritual Bleffings ia Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, may be 
mulcipy'd and encreas'd amongſt you. 

My beloved Friends, Keep your ſtation in the Hol 
Place, every one who know it; and in your Holy Cal 
ling, wherewith you are call'd of God, therein abide and 
walk with him, that therein you mayall adorn thc Goſpel 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

And Friends, You certainly know, That the Living, 
Blefled, and Everlaſting Truth it ſelf (which ſanQifies 
throughly, both in Soul, Body, and Spirit z and which 
(ers free trom the Bondage of Corruptien all who continue in 
it) hath been freely made manifeſt amongſt you : There- 
fore I charge you all, as you will anſwer the Lord, 
Every one ſee that you live and walk in the Purity 
thereof. | _ | 

' And you likewiſe know the Way of Lite, and Salva- 
tion, and of Holineſs (in which no unclean -thing can 
paſs) ſee therefore that you continue therein'; that ſo, 
whenſoever your Lord comes, you = be tound of him in 
Peace, and cover'd with his Righteouſneſs, 

For you have all necd of Circumſpection, and Watch- 
fulneſs, and Diligence ; becauſe the Adyerſary of your 
Soul's Peace is very ſubtil, and lodgeth very near to eve- 
ry one; and waits to devour, and lurkes to deſtroy , and 
will loſe no Opportunity, if poſſible he may beguile any 
of you, as he $4 Eve in the beginning. -——Bur as you 
all watch in the Light of God's Salvation, which he hath 
cauſed to ſhine unto you, the Adverſarywill thereby be 
diſcoverd unto you in all his Twindings and Appea- 

. Tances. | ts 31 

And my Frieads, This Light, in which jou have be- 

lieved, is the trueTouch-ſtone, by which all ſpirits may 


be tryed, and all Motions (in whom ſoever they ariſc) 
may 
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may hereby be known, whether they be of God, and 
tend ro that which is conſiſtant with the Honour of 
Truth, and your own Peace y ' or whether they ſavour 
of the Fleſh, and tend to the ſatisfying of the Luſts . 
thereof, * | 
For,. the Lnſts of the Fleſh, and of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of Life, are not of the Father, but of the World, which 
paſſeth away: And where (or in whomſoever) theſe, or 
cither of theſe arc found, and diſcoverd by the Light, 
which makes all things manifeſt; they are tic to 
be condemned, and by you to be denied; that ſo you 
may be every one kept out of the Snare of the Devourer, 
and out of rhe Netot the mighty Hunter, 

For, If you live after the Fleſh, you ſhall dye 3 for the Luſts 
thereof, when they are concciv'd, bring forth fin z and: 
the Wages of finis death: But every one, who through 
the ſpirit mortifies the Deeds of the fleſh, ſuch ſhall live 
toGed in the Newneſs of Lite , and ſuch will adora 
the Goſpel of God, 

And ſo, my dear Friends, You are called to Liber.. 
ty, but not to ſerve your ſelves; therefore uſe not your Li- 
berty as an Occaſion to the Fleſh, left rhireby you be enſnared's; 
ncither uſe it as an Occaſion of ſtumbling unto others + 
but every one, in the Fear of the Lord, ſtand faſt in that 
glorious Liberty , wherewith Chriſt hath made you free. And 
beware of bcing again entangled with the heayy Yoak 
of Bongae:, avd of being brought inro Captivity wich 
char. which ww meaſure. yon had Yidfory over-----For, 
yu (that have paſſed from Death to Lie) know right 
well (and Inced not tell you) through what Difficulties, 
Hardſhips, and Exerciſes you obtain d that precious Li- 


berty in the Truth, which yo» ace brought unto: And 
I you 
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you alſo know what it coſt you to purchaſe the Poſſeſſion 
of thar mcafure of Life and Trath, which is manifeſted * 
amoizit yer; therefore let none ſell his Birth-right for.s 
Meſs of Pottaze ; neither let any periſhing Obje& become 
a ſnare, or divert you from your Simplicity and Sincerity in 
the Truch,. | 

Bur every one walk worthy of the matchleſs Love of 
God, which hath extended. its ſelf unto you, that ſo the 
daily Multiplyings and Abounding thereof you may know 
and witneſs in your hearts ; that through it yow may Grow, 
and' Increaſe, and be Enriched ; and that God Almighty 
may take delight to dwell amongſt you. 3K 

And my Friends, The ſavoury holy Order that the 
Truth led into in the beginning, and in which the pri- 
mative Chriſtzans wete exercis'd, you are not ignorant of , 
and I hope not unmindfal of ic neither: And yos likewiſe 
know what Fervency, and Fear, 'and Zeal towards 
God the Truth wrought in youw Hearts, when yow- firſt 
receiv'd the Teſtimony thereof; And what a Godly Reſo- 
lution was pur on by many ? and there was not another 
thing accounted of by many of you, in compariſon of his 
Blefſed Truth, | 

And whatſoever things were honeſt and of Good Report, 
and by which the Truth might have been adorn'd, how 
readily would you have been made conformable thereunto, 
though you had _ your ſelves therein? And then how 
did the Bleffings of God, with Peace and Unity one with 
another, abound amongſt you? 

Well, I hope (and doubt not but that) yow are' Rtill 
like-minded in the ſame thing many of you z and that you 
haye the ſame Conſolation abounding amongſt you: But if 

| any 
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any be otherwiſe-minded, I would have ſuch know, thar 
the Truth is of the ſame worth, as ever it was; and of as 
great price,with all who xeally walk'thercin, as ever it was 
cſteem'd by ſuch, and this God thall reveal unto themiin 
his Day. | | | THEY: 

And if any retain not their firſt Love, Zeal, and Fer- 
vency ; but walk diſorderly, and not according to the 
Truth of the Goſpel , which was preached unto you 
by us in the beginning ; I'ſay, it we, or any .other 
ſhall walk amoagſt you not according tv that Holy Order 
of the, Goſpel, by which it may be adorn'd, and ſhall ;xe- 
fuſe (the Admonition of the Spirit of Meeknefs) tobe 
humbled for his diſorderly walking ; have no Fellowſhip 
with ſuch a one; but let him be accounted as a Heathes © 

anda 'Publican unto you, that God may deal with him for this 
Iniquity according to his Deſerts : Yet nevertheleſs, 
againſt an Elder receive not an Accuſation, except.it be 
by the Mouthes of to or three Witneſſes ; chat nothing 
be done, but that which may tend to the Edification of all, 
and not-tothe Deſtruction of any. ; 

And farther, my Friends, It any amongſt yew ſhall 
walk, not as becomes the Goſþe/of Chriſt, nor accordinj 
to that ſavoury holy order,thart rhe Truth hath led, Fs « 
lead into, but by any «»ſaveury AtF1ons or Motions whatſqever, 
ſhall vary from the Simplicity and Purity of the Truth, yet - 
let not that become a Stumbling-Block unts any, nor cauſc 
any to fall from the Faith which you have receiv'd,. and 
chrough which you have obtain'd Remiſſion of Sins, and 1m- 
mortal Life: For the Untaithtulneſs or diſorderly walking 
of (ome will not be a ſufftcieat Excuſe tor others inthe 
Day ot- the Lord, whea they are called to an account-:; 
bur every one, who have taſted of the Power and Love of 
God, aud have reccivd the Giit of: his Spirit, be fairhtul 
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thereunto, © that youmay improve yow Talleat, which is 
commirted to you: Forevery one muſt give an-account 
for himſelf unto: God; and none can excuſe you before 
him: therefore I ſay, Look not at the Haltings of others 
(though ir ſhould beſuch, who have ſeem'd to be as Pil- 
lers) nor think ro make that a Plea, or an Excuſe to de- 
cline from the Purity of the Holy Way of the Lord; 
for, although chat may ſerve tor an Argument amongſt 
- men 5 yet that will not ſerve when God ſhall come to 
plead with ſuch, before whom all Hearts are open, and all 
things naked and bare; and he will give to cvery one 
a juſt Reward, according to their Deeds, 

Wherefore, I ſay, Let every oac have an Eye unto 
the Lord in all things, and mind their own ſtate, and how 
'it ſtands/betwixt « + and the Lord ; and that will keep 
them from looking-out, and conſulting about the ſtate of 
others, who-may vary from the Purity of the Tr#th ; for 
hereby the occafton of ſtumbling comes unto many---Bur 
rather let the halting of ſuch be as Dreadfal Examples 
unto yow, to take Warning by ; that ſo you may be kept in 

Fear and Faithfulneſs, in Watchtulneſs and Diligence, 

leſt you fall into the ſame Temptation and Snare of the 
Devil. | | 

For, my Friends, Whither can any go to find Life, 
Immortal Conſolation, and Satisfaction to their Souls,. 
if they ſhould forſake the precious Truth, of which we 
have born teſtimony (in the Life and Demonſtration of 
God's Spirit) amongſt you, and through which many of 
you have found Reſt ro your Souls, after many long and 
ſore Travels ? Truly there is not another thing that can 
add unto your everlaſting Conſolation; if once any of 
you ſhould vary, or {lip afade from that : And this I hope- 


(and doubt not but) that many, or moſt of yew are. perſ' _ 
ed 
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ded, and fatisfied in----- Therefore continue therein, : and 
thereia be unanimous-in your Service and Obedience unto 
the Lord; that by him, his Good Spirit, and Word of 
Grace, you may be eſtabliſhed forever. 


And as concerning the fate of Marriages, You know the 
comelyOrder of the Church in the primitive Times,betore 
the Apoſtacy began; and howtheApoſtle ſaid,fany be called, 
being Married, let him nor ſeek to be looſed (nay, though he 
or ſhe had an Unbelieving Wife or Husband) #ut let the 
Husband render due Benevolence to the Wife) and likewiſe, the 
Wife tothe Husband, And further, By Commiſſion from 
God he ſaid, Let not the Wife depart from her Husband.--- And 
ſo ſay Tunto yow, in che Name and Fear of the Lord, Ler 
none give place in the leaſt ro that ſpirit that would beget 
Inclinations in the Wife or Husband to depart one from 
another ; but let every man have his own Wite,and every 
woman her,own Husband : For, whatſoever Pretence or 
Covering that ſpirit (that would ſeparate them) may come 
under, yet it is a ſpirit of Fornication., and it will lead 
out of the comely Order, into the Diſorder, and into the 
Defilements and Pollutions of the World, aud into a Pit 
and a Snare :- And forſuch things ſake the Wrath of God 
will be reveal'd; and he will make ſach Examples of 
his Vengeance : For, as the Apoſtle ſaid, The Wife ts bound 
by the Law ſo long as her Husband liveth , and if jhe depayt from 
him, and Marry another Man, . ſhe is an Adultereſs, ani a Trap(- 
ereſſor of the Law.-----And therefore, my dear Friends (as I: 
ſaid before) In that comely Order, in which you may adorn 
the Goſpel (and be kept in Favour with the Lord, and in. 
Unity and Fellowſhip one with another, in his Spirit of Life) 
let all walk together; and in your places and ſtations,where 
the Lord hath ſet you and order'd you, therein abide with 
him, having the Loins of your Minds girt about with the: 

Truth: 
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Truth it ſelf, and be zealous for the Honow thereof; find 
keep ſtedfaſt therein with the Lord, in Fear and Faithful- 
nes, in Fervency and Simplicity,all being Examples one to 
another of Chaſtity, and Holineſs, and Godlineſs of Con- 
verſation, that you may alſo be as Lights unto the World, 
anſwering the Witneſs of God inall, chat none may have 
any thing againſt yos,; nor whereof £5 accuſe you, but only 
concerning your Obcdience £0 the Law of your God, then 
will you have ſtrong Conſolation in the Lord, and great Bold- 
neſs and Confidence towards bim, and alſo in the fight of all 
men, and the Lord will cncreaſ(e your Spiritual Subſtance, 
and will alſo enlarge your Borders, by daily adding to your 
Number ſuch as ſhall be faved. And ſo, the Everlaſting 
God keep 99 all,and be with and amongſt yeu,and cauſe the 

 plentious Showers of his Love to deſcend amongſt you, and 
refreſh and conſolate you therewith, that. you may walk chear- 
tully in his Preſence, and not with Bowed-down Souls, bur 
that every one may poſleſs his Soul in Peace, Amen. 

And my Friends, Although ſome things, contain d mn this 
Epiſtle, may ſeem ſtrange anto many of you ; :yet thoſe whom they 
concern will not be ignorant of the ground of my thus writing ; ana 
for their ſakes 1 have written with Boldneſs and Blainnes : And 
fo the Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriit be with your ſpirits, Amen, 


From th: Common Goal I am your aear Brother, a Suffer 
in- Kendal,in Weſt more- er for the Teſtimony of the bleſſed 
land, this 29th of the unchangeable Truth 5 and hate 


7ch Moneth, 1665. rhe Garment ſpotted with the fleſh, 
Joltah Coale. 
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EPISTLE 


TO THE 


Flock of God 


WHO 


Arc called to bear Teſtimony for tho 
Name of the Lord atthis Day, through Sut- 
ferings : Sent unto them for the buildin 

_ up of the: Weak of the Flock in their Moſt 
Precious FAITH, and for the {trengchen- 
ing of them 1n their Perſecuted and Suffering 
Eſtate. 


In which alſo (for Kit Encouragement) the Pur- 
poſe of God in their prices Sufferings is de- 
clared. . 


My Beloved Dear F enk 3 
V HO M, the Lord God Almighty hath viſt- 


red with his Everlaſting Loring-kioddelh; 

, and unco whom he hath cauſed the Ever-- - 
laſting Day todawn, and the Son of Sales, 
arile.s, 
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ariſe, .and whom he hath called out of the World, and 
ſeparated from its Wayes, Worſhips, and Traditions, 
and from the Defilements and Abominations thereof, 
that.you might be a peculiar People unto himſelf, zealous 
of Good-works, that he might make known unto you that 
Myſtery of his Kingdom,” which hath been hid from Ages 
and Generations paſt ; that ſo you might ſtand faithful and 
crue Witneſſes for his Name and Truth, and appear on 
his behalf in the. Dzmonſtration of hus own Life and Spirit y 
and that you might. bear a faithtul Teſtimony for that Bleſ- 
ſed, Everlaſtiag, and-Unchangeable Truth (which he 
hath maniteſted in your Inward Parts) not only in Do- 
crine, Lite, and Converſation, but alſo by ſuffering 
(for irs ſake) whatſoever the Encmies thereof ſhall be 
ermitted to inflict upon you, that thereby you may 
e approy:d not only in the ſight of God, butalſoof all 

good Men, 

[ ſay unto you, my beloved Friends, Prize your honou- 
rableand holy Callipg, wherewith the Lord my 
| _ called you, and therein walk with God and think it 

not hard nor ſtrange that he ſuffereth you ſo long to be try'd 
and exerciſed in Sufferings, as you have been hitherto, 
and are at this day, tor your Teſtimony ſake z but look 
over.itall, and liit up your heads aboveall z; for the Lord 
hach aſſurcdly an Ead in it, for his own Glory, and for 
che Exalration and Spreading abroad that Bleſſed Truth, 
which we poſſeſs and live in, and which we ſuffer for , 
and alſotor the gathcriag into it many, who are yet far 
off jrom him,. and Strangers unto him g-(o-that wharſoever 
come, whether Bonds or Exilement, - or what Excrcifes 
focver we meet withal, in this we may be (atisfhed, 7þ.:t 
it ſhall make for the Furtherance 'of the Goſpet of Chri#t, yy 
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for good unto all who continue their obedience in him unto the Exd, 
and abide faithful unto Death, Wherefore, my dear Friends, 
If che Lord ſee it meer further to permit the Enemy to 
filt and winnow us, | and that-we- muſt be further tryed z 
nay, it heſhould ſo order it, that we muſt be a ſuffe- 
ring People all our dayes ; yet let none be weary or 
faint in your minds : For, In the Lord JEHOVAH 
who is certainly with us) . there is Everlaſting ſtrength 5 and 
he fainteth not,neuher weary, but he giveth power to the Faint, 
and to him that hath no might he encreaſeth ſtrength: And {o, 
ler your Truſt be in him, and let that godly Reſolution 
be put on (by every one. of you) that was in Fob, who 
(when God fſuffer'd Satan to ſmite and afflit him) ' ſaid, 
Though thou kill me, yet will I tru in thee, Andiindeed, it's 
far better to ſuffer Perſecution with the People of God for 
good Conſcience towards him, then to dwell in the Tents of 
Wickedneſs, out of which God hath call'd and redeem'd 
us. | 

And my Friends, Conſider, Whither can any go, 

or whether can any flee, to eſcape Perſecutions? Certainl 
I know no place ; neither do I believe there is any,profeſ= 
ſing Chriſtianity, except it be in the Tents of Wicked- 
neſs; For, he that will live Godlyin Chriſt Jeſus mutt ſuffer 
Perſecution, And itany, toeſcape Perfecutions and Sut- 
ferings, ſhould return to the Tents of Wickedneſs again z | 
out of which, by the Power and Arm of God, they are 
brought; and ſhould diſert their Teſtimony, which God 
| hath committed to them, to bear tor his Name _ it would 
happenuato them (asthe Apoſtle ſaid) according to the 
old Proverb, The Dog & turned to his Yamit,, andthe Sow that 
was waſhed to her wallowing in the Mire : And the Hand of the 
Lord would find ſuch out., and the Terrors of the Almigh- 
ty would certainly ſcize upon them, and {urprize them, 

K which, 
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which would be manifold more grievous to be borne; then 
all the Sufferings that man can poſſibly.infli upon them : 
For its a fearful thing to fall into the Hands of the Livin# God: 
for out of his Hands no man can deliver , but out of the 
hands ot Blood-thirſty and Wicked Men God can,and cer- 
rainly in his own time will deliver all who truſt in him, 
Wherefore (my dear Friends) Pur on Boldneſs and 

Courage, in the Name of the Lord, and ſtand valiant Wit- 
meſſes tor his \ Truch through all Sufferings, which is the 
thing he hath call'd yov unto, that ſo you may anſwer the 
End for which he hath viſited you, and made known him- 
ſelf unto you: For conſider, Was it in Loving-kindneſs 
and Compaſſion unto yox, that the Lord viſited. yow, and 
made choice of yox to be Witneſles for him, that his Name 
might'be Glorified by you? Orelſe, Was it becauſe he had 
fuck need of you, that he could not Glorific his Name with- 
Out you ? Surely all who are of an underſtanding Heart will 
coateſs and acknowledge, that it was only in Love and 
Mercy unto you, that he thus made choice of you to ſuffer 
for his Name, and to Glorific himſelf thereby, becauſe he 
ean work for the Glory of his own Name, as he ſees meet, 
without yox, or any ofyou; and can Magnifie his Power in 
the Deſtruition or Deſolation of 4 N:tton or Peaple (as in time 
paſt he hath done, and is doing at this day) though he takes 
no Delight therein , and cheretore-he hath no need of you 
for that End, bat you have need of him: So that its only in 
Love and Compaſſion towards yew,t hat he hath thus viſited 
you; ard alſo, that you might have ſtroag Conſolation in 
your Obedience unto him through all Sufferings, which he 
hath called yow unto. 

' And therefore my Beloved Friends, Gird up the Loins 
of year minds ; and keep cloſe to,and ſtedfaſt with the Lord; 


and with the Eye of Faith /ogk over all Tribulations, _ 
|... ob 


-. 
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him that is inviſible, who will oatTlaſt them all, and will 
be with you in them, and through them all, and alſo, when 
they ſhall be no more : For certainly Friends, God hath 
derermin'd, by and through theſe things,to exalt his King- 
dom, and to get himſelfa Name inthe Earth above every 
Name, that eyery Knce may bow, and every Tongue 
confeſs thereunto, unto his Praiſe and Glory, And he 
hath highly Honour'd us, in that he hath been pleaſed ro 
make; choice of us, and to accept of us to aye on his 
behalf, and (by Sufferings) to conrend for his Cauſe, 
and to bear Teſtimony in the Life of his Spirit againſt all 
Idolatry- and ſuperſtitious Inventions, which have gotten 
up in the dark Night of Apoſtacy , for he hath pur the ſpi- 
ritual Weapon into out hands, by the which the ſpiritual 
Wickednefſes (that are in High Places) and the ſtrong 
Holds of Iniquity muſt be beat down; and in vain do the 
Inhabicants of the Earth Combine, or take Counſel toge- 
ther, to ſtop or limit this Work of God, which he hath begun, 
and is carrying on amongſt us ; ' For he will certainly in the end 
be too hard for them , and they mu, and ſhall aſſuredly fall before 
him,as their pray ors aid in times pat (who oppos'd bis Appea- 
rance in our Fore-fathers) the Lord hath ſpoken it: And ns 
Weapons that's formd by them, or that they ſhall Form, ſhall 
ever proſper or prevail, 4 45 to accompliſh their Decree , for God 
hath ſaid it. | ; AS 

W heretore my Friends, With oze Heart, with one Mind, 
and with oxe Spirit ſerve ye the Lord in newneſs of Life 
and continue the Afſembling of your ſelves together in his 
Fear, to wait upon him, even as if theſe did not at all 
attend youw. And none be Slack or Backward in your T E- 
S TIMONY hercin'for fear of Sufferings, leſt hereby 
you do not only purchaſe the Diſpleaſure ofthe LORD 
againſt your ſelves, but alſo, weaken the. hand of ahers, 
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and thereby obtain'd the-greater Condemnation : But 
remember what happen'd to the Feartul and Unbelicving 
Spies, who weaken'd the Hands of 7ſrael of old, that they 
could not enter the promiſed Land ; tor, theſe things were 
written for our learning, that we ſhould not tempt God as 
they tempred him, and were deſtroy'd of the Deſtroyer. 
For certainly Friends, this I have long ſeen, and ſome- 
times declarcd alſo, thatif any, to whom the Viſitation 
of God's Love hath reached, and who are now call'd to 
bear Witncſs to the Name of the Lord, by aſſembling 
themſelves together to wait upon him, and to worſhip him 
in Spirit, and have been per{waded in their Conſciences 
by the Light of his Son, that it was their Duty ſo todo: 
I ſay, if ſach (for fear of Suffering for their Teſtimony 
thercin) ſhall torſake the Aﬀembling of themſelves toge- 
ther, (as the-manner ot ſome hath been)they will certain- 
ly bring upo. themſelves greater Sufferings,even from the 
hands of men, and more grievous to be borne, then thoſe 
which for the aſſembling of our ſelves together ſeem now 
ro be threarned; except they wholy conform to worſhip 
the Image that is made unto the Beaſt, that had a Wound 
and doth live : andif ſo, then (as I ſaid before) the Lord 
God will afſuredly find ſuch out, which will be more hea- 
vy and } ent to bear then the reſt, | 

And theretore lct all be Unanimous ih your Teſtimony 
ſo: the Lord, in this day of trying and proving ; and be a 
Streagth and an Encouragement one unto another, in that 
Gift of the Spirit of God, which from kim you have re- 
ceiv'd; and you will certainly find -and feel the Lord preſent 
with yor, afliſting and furniſhing of you with all heavenly 
Vertues , which are needtul or neceſſary for you in your - 
preſent and future Exerciſes; and the Light of his Coun- 
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tenance you will know to ſhine in your Tabernacle ; and that 


F> 


An Epiſtle to the' Flock of God. T7 
is yery precious, and pleaſant, 4nd comely to behold*t - 
And indeed, its that alone which cauſeth us to walk chear- 
fully through all Tryals and Exerciſes; and we experi- 
mentally know; that he hath nor fail'd us hitherro, but 
hath been alwayes preſcnt with us to deliver us ont of ma- 
ny Diſtreſſes ; yea, and aſſuredly will deliver us out of all 
in his own time, which haſteneth, when the meaſure of the 
Sufferings of our Lord and Maſter are filldupinus, for 
we muſt be chroughly try'd_and prov'd by Sufferings, and 
thereby be made manifeſt unto the Nations about us, to be - 
the peculiar People of God, before the meaſure of our Sut- 
terings be full. | | 

And my Friends, Ir is not the Purpoſe of God, by theſe 
Storms and Tempeſts, that beat upon the Building of God 
(or by the Sufferings that attend us) to ſuffer his Heritage 
or Building to be laid waſte: No; but thereby to beat 
down all Falſe Building, and Out-fide Poſſefſions, and to 
lay waſte the Hills and Barren Mountains, upon which the 
W hore fits, and to make her deſolate; for they,by claſh- 
iog one againſt another, ſhall be broken one by another,or 
by biting and devouring one another,will be deſtroyed one 
ot another: Bur you, my Bcloved, who keep ſtedtaſt with 
the Lord through theſc things, ſhall thereby be manifeſted 
in the view of all Nations to be the Building of God, 
whoſe ſtanding is upon the Rock of Ages (the Mountain of 
his Holineſs) which all Storms » nor the Gates of Hell can- 
not prevail againſt; and thereby he will alſo exalt his own 
Houſe (where Iſrael's Fold is) above all che Hills and bar- 
ren Mountains (upon which we were ſometime ſcatter'd, 
and from which we are now gather'd by the Arm and 
Power of God) that ſo thereuntothe gathering of the Na- 
tions may be, according to his Promiſe, for, was it not 
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foreſhewengby the} Angel of the{Lord unto his Servant 
Fohn, in times paſt, That the Horns of the Bea#t, that ſhowld 
make Wir with the Saints (and whom the Saints ſhould overcome) 
ſho uld hate the Whore alſo, and make her deſolite, 

My Frieads, Conſider this z and in Patience and Con- 
fidence, that he is Faithful that hath promiſed, let us all 
wait upon the Lord, and be refign'd up to be diſpos'd of ac- 
cording to the Counſel of his Will ; and let him work, 
and carry on, and proſper his own Work, as he ſees meect : 
For its he alone that worketh all our Works for us, \4nd in us; and 
he knows what us beit for us, and of what we ſtand in need ;, 
and no Good Thing w.ll he withhold from them that walk uprightly- 
And we (who arcin the Faith) know, thatall things ſhall 
work for our good, who love him aboveall ; theretore let 
us give up our All uate him, and caſt our Care upon him, 

i who takes care for us; whoſe Wayes are unſcarchable,and 
1 his Judgments paſt finding out, 

And io, my Beloved Friends, Kcep to, and watch the 
weighty Foundation, which ſtands ſure through all Stortns 
andTempeſts;and walk together in Love,and therein ſerve 

one a10ther; and let none give place to that ſpirit which 
would exerciſe Lordſhip over another ; for that is not the 
ſerving Spirit, that is ro be ſubmitred unto, which beget- 
reth.jinto Love, Meckneſs, and Gentleneſs ; but that ſpiric 
will rather beget a Root of Bitterneſs, which may defile 
| uy many, and therciore not to be heeded : But the Love being 
WW i divelt in, which vaunterh nor it ſelf, nor ſeeketh its own, 
 M but anothers good ;, that begets its own Jikeneſs : and in this 
you will ſtir up and provoke one anorher to Love, and to good 
and charitable Works, and then by you the Goſpel of God 
will be adora'd,aad you will have his Bleſſing and Peace in your 
hearts, which is of more Value, and greater Price with the 
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Upright ina Heart, then all the Pleaſure of fin, or Gain of 
Oppreſſion - And ſo,by your Stedfaſtne(s, Faithtulneſs, Sin- 


_ cerity, and Simplicity in the, Truth, you will even engage 


and provoke the Lord to appear on your behalts,and to plead 
your Cauſe with your Adverſarics, and to ſhorten the dayes 
of the Wicked for your ſakes, And ſo the Almighty Gqd 
of Love and Peace be with you all, and multiply the Riches 
of his Grace,Mercy,and Peace unto you all ; that the Poor in 
5pirit maybe enriched;the Weak and Feeble ſtrengthen'd,and 
£ Sincere in- Heart eſtabliſhed and confirmed : And unto 
him alone I do commit and commend you all,by whoſe Pow- 
cr and Love uufcigned I was at this time conſtrain 'd-to ſend 
this Epiſtle unto yos; to ſtir you up toFaithfulneſs, Diligence, 
and Zeal towards God,and for his Cauſe in which my love 
towards you, and my care for you is. manifeſted : in which I 
alſe kindly ſalute you in the Bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe 
Life is my Life, and whoſe Love hath filled my heart, in 
which Itake my Solace and Reſt, 


From theCommon Goal in Key- Your Dear Brother, in 
dal, the place of my Confine. the Tribulation, King- 
ment for the Teſtimony of Jeſus dom, and Patience of 
and for the Word of God, this Zeſt , 


18th ofthe 7th Monetb, 166F. | y 
Joſiah Coale 


AN 


Ae 


* a pi _—_ a 
- « 
_ .=® RIEICEE = + A. V 4 Pl 
4 4 as, + : _ 
oe «IR * . __ oe ns 

=, + T - _— .- —_ 
4. SH es, o > wo . p. i; _ po p. © "4p . | 04 MED ; 
"= e od , br DNS aac 4s Cadet ” 3 "0 : 

Ki "02> —_ 9x" 2-7 = wow” . Es ay Oo nfo 1166 
- gone TERS ” "2.4. of Sa oo # a — —_—- , - " LF : 
© New voy —— ET 4 4 mw © $-amn* nan Fee - - . D 
> > —_ TY 
« C X ian -_ 


&- "OK. 
m ” PET 
_ RE. > 
- ” "WI; , 7 
"Y"; m_ __— 
Yr tf 9506 


EPISTLE 


To Friends: 


The Fir general EPISTLE. 


> — 


Ear and Everlaſtingly beloved Friends, Brethren, 
D and Siſters, whom in God's Holy Covenant, and 
| Power of an Endleſs Life my ſoul dearly loveth; 
and to whom I am firmly joyned and united with the Spi- 
rit of the Living God, which he hath ſent iato our hearts 
and by which we have been ſeparated from the Wayes, and 
Weorſhips, and vain Tradition of the World ; amongft whom 
(in times paſt) we had our Converſation, and walked accor- 
ding to the Luſt of Tgnorance, as other Gentiles did : But now, 
being ſeparated from theſe things by the Power of an End- 
leſs Life, and being redeem'd theretrom by the precious 
Blood of the Lamb without Spot: Andbeing made choice 
of, ro be a peculiar People unto God, to ſerve him in 
our Generation, and to be- a Praife unto him ; there- 
fore now, my beloved Friends, have Valour, and Bold- 
neſs, and Courage every one in your Hearts; and have 
the Loins of your minds girt about with Truch, that you 

| may 
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The Fir# general Epiſtle #0 Friends. 8x 
may be armed to- fight the Lord's Battels, and be able 
to ſtand in the Evil Day, when  yos ſhall be tryed* 
And be you found watching every one in the Light and 
Gift of the Spirit of the- Lord God, fo will not thas 
Day come upon any of yow at unawares ; but yow Will 
be found fitted and prepared to with-ftand or refiſt the 
Evil One in all his Wiles and Appearances, ſo that he 
ſhall not touch or harm your precious Lite z for, the 
Lord Almighty, in whom yow have believed, and in 
whom our Truſt and Confidence is, he will renew: your 
Strength , and will be a Buckler unto you in the Day 


of Battel, and there will be no Faintneſs' of Heart .— = 


nor Fear in yow Way, but the Mighty POWER 
of God you will feel, by which you will be able totread 
upon the Necks of yow Enemies, both within and with« 
out, and tread Satan under Foot. 

And ſo, my Friends, Theſe things (in thort) were 
in my Heart to write unto you, in the full enjoyment 
of that Love with which you know right well we have 
o't been refreſhed together , aſſuring - yow all, that the 
ſame Bleſled Preſence, and Power, and Love-of God, 
in which I have bcen amongſt you, and by which: I 
have been called from amongſt you, to bear Teſtimony 
to the Bleſſed Name of the Lord ' (by which we are 
called) even to the -Nations atar off ) is ſtill continue 
ed with me ; in which Love this is farther in' my 
Heart 'to (ay unto you ' (although you may very well 
know it already, yet that none-may grow forgetful ) 
that God hath many Wayes to try the Faith of his _ 
People, both inwardly and outwardly , and oft-rimes 
ſuffererh the Enemy to work and exerciſe his power 
for that End; and the Enemy will work very ſubtilly 
T a * 


Sa 


$2 The Firit general Epiſtle to Friends. 
if poſſible to deprive you of your Peace with God : Bur 
my Friends , You keeping in the Power of an Endleſs 
Life (with which God bath certainly viſited you) there- 
by your Underſtandings will be kept clear, and your 
Hearts open towards God ; and there all the Wiles aad 
Subtilties of the Enemy will be ſeen and diſcover- 
ed, and he defy'd and reje&cd, and trampled upon in 
the Eternal Power of God : And herein you will be 
Vidcorious and Conquerers over all Temptations, ai:d 
over all Afſaults of the Wicked one : And herein you 
will have free Acceſs to God, and Boldneſs towards 
God ; and yew will all meet at the; Throne: of Grace , 
in the Unity of the Faith, in which you will have Ac- 
ceptance. with the Lord. And here will be no Rent, 
nor Diviſion, nor Striving of Spirits; Nay, that muſt 
not enter which would have the preheminence over 
others ; for that will cauſe Diviſions : but that muſt 
live in all, and over all, which will be Servant toall 
and therein are the Bleſſings of rhe Lord enjoyed, and. 
his Peace witneſſed 5 and he will fill your Hearts with 
his Love, and cauſe his Heritage to flonriſh; and will 
make you as a watered Garden, whole Springs do not 

fail. | 
And now, my Friends, Conſider what the Lord 
hath done for you: Hath he done ſo for any other Peo- 
ple upon the Earth ; or did he more for his People in 
any Age or Generation (ſince the beginning) then he 
hath done for us - Or, Are any able to ſpeak more 
of the Won'iers of the Lord, and of the Greatneſs of 
his Work, and of the Strangeneſs of his At at this Day 
then we are (who are accounted by the Uncircyumciſed 
but as the Ofi-ſcouring of all things?) Nay verily : Fans 
there- 


< 
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therefore may it be ſaid, That us hath he known above 
all the Famulies of the Earth. And this, my Friends ' 
- may engage all, and conſtrain all, ro walk worthy of this 
matchleſs Love, that the ſame with which be hath 
reached unto you, and viſited you, may be continued un- 
toyow, and may abound in you all. one towards another, 
that you may all know you are the Children of your Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven; and -in this yow will be as' 
Lights-unto the World, and as a City ſet upon a Hill 
which cannot be hid , you will appear freſh in the Beau= 

ty of Holineſs, as the Heritage of God in its flouriſh- 

ing ſtate, in which.my Unfcigned Love is dear to you 

all who are faithful ro God and in this I do ſalute you 
all, without reſpe& of Perſons, for dear are you to me 
and precious, andeyery Member of the true Church of 
Chrift, ia all Regions and Quarters of the Earth: And 
God Almighty kcep you and preſerve you all unto his Hea- 
venly Kingdom, Amen. s 


London, this 12th 1 am your Dear Brother, in the Pa- 
of the 3d Monetb, tience and Tribulation of the Sou of 
1663, Ged, in whom we rejoyce daily, 


Joſiah Coale. 


—_— — — 
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, a N D Friends, This know, that for the ſake of the 
8) | ub refidue of our Seed, which is yer ungathered, 
4 is my Life freely ſacrificed up into the Hand of the 
WI: .. Lord, and ready and willing am T to lay it. down (for 
$i 5h the Teſtimony of God's Bleſſed Truth, which he hath. 
(Ol given me to bear) if thereunto I am called : Por, 
LY onds and Afﬀictions attend me daily; and I may ſay, 
TH! We are hear in Jeopardy of our Lives daily. + | 
| £8 | $6 let your Prayers to God be for me, that I ma 
{gl be kept unto the End, to finiſh my Teſtimony with 
Ni Joy, and ia all things to bring Glory and Honour to 
"1 the Name of the Lord, who is over all Bleſſed for- 
: _. , - _— | 
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FRIENDS, = 


LL whoareconvinced of the Truth of the Bye= 
A laſting Goſpel, and have believed the Report: 
that Rath been given: amongſt yow concerning. 
the great Salvation of God ; and who have been perſwa-- 
ded in yowr Hearts 'and Conſciences, -by the Light and 
Spirit of the Lord, that it is yow Duty unto God to meer 
together to wait upon him,and to worthip him in Spiritand 
im Truth, and have been drawn by this Spirit of Truth to 
the performance of this Religious Duty. 
Iſay, my Friends, You know right well, that Glori- 
- ouſly and Plentifully the Lord did appear amongſt «you 
in jor Aſſemblies, when you firſt began the Exerciſes 
thereof; and he made his Power known amongſt you ; 
and thereby wrought in your Hearts mightily and effectu- 
ally, to the bringing down and ſubjecting of that which 
had darkened and vail'd Life and, Immortality from"you 
fight and view; and by which you were made + cn 
there-- 


-, 


——————_ —_———_—_— —_— —— —_ 


 — — SO — 


D 2 4 b Fo = 7 > 
—_— . wi + 2, _ 
ad 7 «ag peg " 
CHAS bb pts. Þ 


Ewe 


Se. 4 Aa _ * 
SE re End 
SI, ISR. 


* 
j OILS 


"\ 2-5 ne 
an 194d þ 


*; 6 


$6 The Second general Epiſtle to Friends. 

thereuntot And this ſame Power of God, through the 
effe&tual working and operating of it, did raiſe Lite, 
and bring Immortality to Light in. you, ſo that you were 
no longer as Strangers unto it, but were brought into ac. 
quaintrance therewith ; and your hearts and ſouls were 
aboundaatly Retfreſhed and Confolated therewith ; and 
through the ariſing thercot and thereby you became more 
fully confirmed in your firſt Faith, which was begotten 
in you by the Word; and then a Godly Zeal and Refolu- 
tion more fervently aroſc in your hearts, to continue this 
Practiſe, and periorm this Duty of Aflembling your ſelves 
together, which at firſt you believed ' you ought to do z 
and then did the Lord ſo eminently appear amongſt you, 
that by his Spirit he ſealed unto you your Acceptance with 
him in the performance of this Duty z and then you far- 
ther ſaw and belicv'd, That whatſoever Suffering ſhould come 
upon you for the continuance of this Religious Exerciſe, yet you 
ought to perſevere and continue therein, and to hold fait the Pro- 
feſſion of your firit Faith ,, and alſo the prattiſe of the thing 
which you believed to be your Duty unto God, | _ 

And jou right well know, That many Tryals and 
Sufferings have attended you fince you firſt began to con- 
tend for this Faith, and to make a Profeſfion thereof, 
and to practiſe the thing which you believed was your 
Duty unto God ; but the Lord was alwayes with yow, and 
alſted you with his Spiritand Power in the. mid'ſt there. 


© of, evenall who werc ſingly reſign'd up unto him, and 


did perſevere and continue in their due: Obedicnce unto 
him; and he never leſt nor forſook ſuch'in any Tryal 
or Tribulation, but alwayes miniſtred unto them in 'the 
mid'ſt thereof according to their neceſſitics s atd this I 
know the Witneſs of Cod in all the Upright in Heart ſhall 
{cal unto, + REY ' 
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And now my dear Friends, Brethren, and Siſters, 
the Confideration. and Remembrance-of theſe things are 
ſufficient to encourage every one, and ro ſtir them up, 
and provoke them to hold faſt rheir Godly Reſolution, 
which they put on in- the beginning; and to perſevere 
and continue in all Faithful Obedience in this Duty, 
while they have Liberty and Opportunity ſo to do: And 
if for your Faithfulneſs, and Obedience therein, the De- 
vil be ſuffer'd rocaft you - into Priſon, aud to Exile you for 
the Goſpel's ſake, Tet the Lord will be with you there, he 
hach ſaid it, and will perform his word ; ſo that you need 
noc tear what Mai can do unto yos ;, for the Lord will ſup- 
port and comfort you in the midſt of all your Sufferings, as 
11 times paſt: but if any draw back, or fall from their 
firſt Stedtaſtneſs, and torſake the aſſembling of them- 
ſelves together, for fear of Sufferings and Peſccutions, 
and think thereby to eſcape the Penalty of the unrigh- 
tcous Laws of men ; then will the Lord take no plezture 
in ſuch ; but will withdraw his Love and Preſence; and 
his wonted Goodae(s will he withhold from ſuch 5; and 
inſtead-of Peace, there will be Trouble unto them; and 
Sorrow inſtead of Joy ; and. inſtead of Plenty and; Ful- 
neſs of the Riches of God's Grace, there will be Po- 
verty, and Emptineſs, and Want; and Barrenneſs in- 
ſtead oi. Fraitfalneſs : For He, with whom we have to 
dy, can turn a Fruitful Land into Barrenneſs, for the 
Iniquity of them thar dwell therein: And indeed, it is 
better to dye for the Cauſe of God, then ro live out of 
his Favour. ; 

W herefore my Dear Friends, All dwell and watch 
in the Light, our firſt Principle, that the ſubrilty ofthe 
Enemy may be diſcoyer'd Jhereby, ia all his Afﬀaules. 
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and Alurement ; and keep in*a ſtate reſign'd unto the 
Lord, out of all Reaſonings and Conſultations with Fleſh 
and Blood , for they let in Temptations,. .and thereby 
you may be ſnared , but as you ſtand ſingly given upto fol- 
low the Lord through all Tryalsiand Sufferings, that may 


come upon you for the Goſpel's ſake, there will be nothing 


wanting unto you that appcrtains tothe Peace, and Com- 
forty and to the Joy, and Salvation of your Souls. | 

And Eriends, This I have ſeen in the Light of God's 
Truth and Salvation, and this hath been long upon my 
Heart to declare unto you, That it any are any whut 
wavering in their Minds, they may be Ra atined, that 
it the Enemy -thould- fo far prevail with any, as to pus 
them upon ſeeking out a Way to eſcape the preſent Sut- 
icrings, which atcend the Flock of God) as 1mpriſonment, 
Exilement, &c, yet I ſay unto you, and yos ſhall find it ro 
be truc, that the lame Enemy will find out another Way 
to bring ſuch wkoly to conform to his Worſhipjand Image 
ſetup; or clfe will bring a worſe Suffering upon them, 
and more grievous to be borne then that which now is 
threatned, ek | 

W herefore my Dear Friends, - Partakers of the Hea- 
venly Calling in Chriſt Jeſus, Put on Valour, and Bold- 
neſs, and Courage for the Cauſe of God which we are 
now engaged in; and ſtand faft in that Liberty wherewich 
Chriſt our Lord hath made yowtree ; and be nothing terrified 
becauſe 0. rhe Rage of the Enemies of God's Truth ; but 
wherennto you have already attain'd there abide, and hold 
faſt that which you have already receiv'd, leſt you loſe your 
Crown ; and keep out of Conſulti2zs5 with fleſhand Blood, Icft 


-you be thereby entangled with the Yoke of Bondage , tor, 


the Fleth is weak, and not willing to bearSufferings , but 
| the 
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the Spirit is willing z andas it is enclin'd unto, and _ d, 
and tollow'd in its Motions and Leadings, it ma 
willing to bear and endure all-things, and to ſuffer the 
loſs of all things for the ſake of che Lord Jeſus z rhece- 
fore let none (E&ſawlike) (ell his Birthrigh c fora; Meſs of 
Pottagez but like Worm-Facob, wreſtle with the Lord 
in his own Strength, that yow- may prevail as Princes, and 
obtain the Inheritance incorruptible, that never 


away ; Which is the carncſt Defire and Prayer of him, whe 


dearly loves and ſalutes the whole Flock of God in every 
Region and Quarter of the Earch, 


London the 29th of the 6th 
' | Moneth of the Year, 1667, 


Johah Coale; 


' St. £ 
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Every where, Called and Choſen in Chriſt Jeſus 


before the World, and before Tranſgreſſion 
was (in which the World lies : ) 


The Salutation of Love, Mercy, and Peace, from 
God the Father, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, © * 
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D's Beloved Friends, Brethren, and Siſters, For 


——— 


as much as the Almighty Power and Arm of the 

Lord hath been ſtretched forth unto you in this 
Day of his Love, by which you have been gather dout of 
the dark Paths, which the World walks in; and have been 
cleanſed from the Polutions and Defilements which ma- 
by yet lie wallowing in, and have been ſeparated from 
the Abominations of the World by the Word of his 
- Power, which ſan@ifiethunto himſelf; and hath admi- 
niſtred unto you an Entrance into that Kingdem, which 
is not of this World, and which fades not away, where 
you are made Partakers of the Durable Riches and Ever- 
laſting Treaſure, with which your Hearas have been filled 
from day to day, and from ime to time ; yea manifold hath 
- I1is 
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his Benefits,and Mercies,and Goodneſs been unto you and 
often hath he cauſed your Cups to overflow; fo that you 
could ſay in your Hearts, That you had recerved your ſouls De- 
fire, and were fully ſatisfied ;, and your Souls did Bleſs, Magni» 
fie, and Praiſe the Name of the Lord, the God of your Salvati- 
on; who hath done ſo great things for you, even beyond decla- 
ring ; who brought deliverance unto you 1n the time of great Af- 
flittion and Difinſs: when you were compalſed about withuna 
Sorrows, and ſaw none to comfort you when you were even int 
horrible Pit, "and ſaw your ſelves at agreat Diſtance from your Ma- 


ker (by reaſon of Sin and Tranſgreſſion) and were in your own eyes -- 


even ſhut up in Darkneſs and in 0bſcurity, then did the Diſtreſſed 
cry unto 'the Lora, and he heard the Cries and Groanings thereof, 
and was moved with Compaſſion towards his own Seed, and he aroſe 
in his mighty Power, an4 ſtretched forth his Glorious Arm, and 
reached unto his own EletF, and thereby bronght Deliverance there- 
unto: And ſo the Oppreſſed came to be ſet free, and whe 
Diſtreſſed to be ſet ar liberty; and this was the Day of 
Glad-tidings unto yow,and the acceptable Year of the Lord, 
though a Day of Vengeance came upon the Wicked and 
Ungodly,. and upon that part which had led yow minds 
aſtray, and to tranſgreſs the pure Law and holy Command- 
ment of the Lord And ſo,my Dearly Bcloved, The Lord 
having done (ſo great things for you, in bringing yow out of 
the Egyptian Darkneſs, and out of the waſte howling Wil- 

derne(s aad hath brought you into a Plentiful Land, flow- 

in with Milk and Honey ; and with the good things there- 
of hath he ſatisfied you, and aboundantly filled you time 
after time therefore now rememember, and beware that 
you forget not the Lord,nor his wonderous Works; but dwell 
in his eternal Power, by which he hath done theſe things for 
you;and walk in all Hwmility before him,anſwering the m_ ; 
| M 2 "-* 
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of his Pure Holy Spirit, by which youare quicken'd un- 
co Life, that you may know it continually to remain in 
you; that ſo byir you may be kept aliveunto God : And 
chis Spirit may be your Leader and Inſtructor in all things's 
ſo will yos have the Teſtimony thereof in your own parti- 
culars, to bear Witneſs for you that you are his Children , 
For they only are the Sons of God, that are led by his Spirit ; and 
they dnly have the Teſtimony of it witneſſing for them, that axe 
faith/ul Followers thereof: and ſuch cnjoy Peace and Conſo- 
lation from the Lord, which is more to be*valu'd and 
eſtcem'd than all things viſible ; for they are -periſhing, 
and laſt but for a Moment; but the Precious Truth 'of 
the Lord, of which yoware made Partakers, that is Ever. 
Jaſting, and liveth and abideth forever ; therelore letthar 
be prized above all things elſe, which in compariſon there- 
of is but as Droſs and Dung, aid ſo it was in your eye 
When firſt the Glory thereof appeared in you. And you 
know full well what you have parted with to purchaſe the 
Poſſeſſion of it: Therefore let none ſell his Birthrighr for 
2 Meſs of Pottage ; bur let it be forever in your Eye 
eſteem'd above all things under the Son. And let not the 
Subtilty of the Enemy draw.any ones Mind into the love 
of any periſhing thing, nor iar» the tear of the Threatning: 
of Man, whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils ; but ſtand inthe 
pure Fear and Dread of the living God, and continual- 
ly ſer him before your Eyes: and beware of entring into 
Conſultations with Fleſh a1d Blood; for thereby you may 
fall iato the Snare of the Enemy,' and be overcome by his 
Wiles ;. bur give up {imply and freely rt whatſoever you 
are called to, cicher ro do: or {uffer for his Name's ſake, 
21d for his Truths ſake, in your ſeveral Places and Cal- 
lings; that ſoa Faithful Teſtimony for his Name may be 
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The 'Third general Epiſtle'to Eriends;” | 
#iven by every one who makes mention thereof, and rhar 
profefſeth his' Ecernal Truth ; and of this be aſſured, He 
will be your exceeding great Reward: but if any draw back, or 
hanker in their Minds, and through letting in of Slaviſh 
Fears, deny the Lord who hath purchas'd them unto himſelf by his. 
ow1 Blood, by which he hath cleanſed your Hearts, that ſo 
you might become a fit Habitation for his own Spirit to 
dwell in; -I fay, Tf any, through the fear of Man, de- 
ny him in any thing that he calls unto, then they loſe 
their Reward, and loſe thcir Peace with Gods and the 
 Pangs and Anguifa of Heart will take hold oa chem 
and the Sorrows of Death ſhall compaſs them about, even 
as before they were deliver'd from their former Troubles, 
and (o they will bring themſelves under the heavy Yoak 
of Bondage again, and the Countenance of the Zord will 
be hid irom them, and a Cloud of Darkneſs will come over 
them, and Miſery will be their Portion from the Lord 
God, who is the Foy of the Righteous, and the Rewarder of 
all who obey him; andour of this Condition it will be hard ro 
be removed, andto be reſtor'd again into the Favourot the 
Loyd. 

And fo my dear Friends, Prize yowr Peace with him. 
above all things vifiblez and {o' walk as that you may be 
preſerved therem + And wait upon him in tre Gitt which 
you have received from God,and yew will feel his Everlaſting 
Bleſſings to flowin upon you,” and his Mcrcies and Loving- 
kindneffes will be renewed unto you Morning by Merning, 
whereby you will be aboundantly reirethed, and be kept 
tivig* unto the Lord, and a daily growth you will witnets 
from Strength ro Strength, and from one Legree of Grate 
unto another, until, you appear be'ore the Lord in $502, 1.1 
compleat Beauty and perfett Hotneſs, ; 
| Ar.d 


ja The Third general Epiſtle to Frienas. | 
Ando, as yew in Patience wait npon the Lord, and 
walk beſore him in his Covenant of Grace; and dwell in 
his Pure Holy Power, and be ſubje& thercunto inall its 
Leadings and Requirings ; then you will ſee the Lord plea- 
ding your Cauſe in the Hearts of your Enemies, and work - 
ing your enlargement and Liberty by his own ſecret Hand 
+ Power, by which he will turn back the powers of Dark- 
neſs, and remove the Seat of Violence, and will exalc his 
own Kingdom and Righteouſneſs in the Earth,and Oppre(- 
fion ſhall be tar away; tor this is his Decree and Determina- 
tion;and rhoſe that riſe up againſt him in this day of his Ap- 
pcarance, or oppoſe him in his Work, ſuch ſhall be ſcat- 
tered by the Breath of his Mouth, even as Chatf is ſcat- 
tercd before the Wind : And then ſhall the Righteous re. 
joyce, and be glad in the God of their Salvation, And fo 
you will ſce that all theſe Tryals and Sufferings which ſhall 
come uponany of you, ſhall;work for your everlaſting Good, 
and for the Glory 9t the Lord, and ſhall make tor the fur- 
therance of the Glorious Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriit , 
who is the Captain of our Salvation, and was made perfect 
through Suffering, and is now ſet upon his Throne, at the 
Right-Hand of the Father, to judge the World in Righ- 
ccouſneſs; to whoſe Scepter and Dominion all Powers, 
Throues, and Nominions muſt bow, and bend, and become 
ſubje& ; for the Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 

And therctore let none faint in their minds, becauſe of 
the preſent Rage of the Adverſary, but look unto him 
who liits up the Head above the Raging Waves of the Sea, 
and you will ſce him to ariſe, who will rebuke the Rage of 
the Dev ourer, and will cauſe a great Calm, | 

And ſo, my dearly bcloved Friends, Kcep in the Co- 
venant of Pcace and Life , and fecl the pure Power of the 

Lord 
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The Third general Epiſtle to Friends. 95 
Lord God Almighty to bound yov, and compaſs you abour , 
and fcel yow Unity and Fellowſhip ia it with the Lord, and 
one with anotherz and watch over one another in Loye 
and build up one anvther in your Moſt Holy Faith z ſo will 
yo0s have dominion over the World, and come to know the 
Earth to be your Foot-ſtool ;, and ſo in and through 4 im, 
who hath manifeſted his cternal Love in you, you will be 
more thanConquerors,even through his eternal Power, who 
ſubdueth all thing unco himſelf, chat he may Raign over all 
whoſe right it is,and uato whom the Kingdom doth belong, 
and unto him be Glory and living Obedience forever, 4mey. 
And ſo, the Lord God of Power and Love be amoigit you 
all, and fill you with his Love and Power, that ſo you May be 
kept out of the Snares of the Evil One (for that hath oft 
been the Breathing of my Soul for yo in ſecret)and that you 
may walk before him in the Purity of his holy Spiric, and 
be kept unſpotted from the World: And ſo, in the Bowels 
of our Lord Feſus Chrit do 1 moſt dearly and tenderly ſalute 
you all, who are of the Family of my Father, and of the 
Houſhold of Faith; and the God of Love and Peace be 
with you all. | 


Barbaaves this I am your Dear Brother, in the Patient 
third Mon, Long - Suffering Spirit of our Lird and 
1661, AMaſter, and a Traveller for the Re- 


demption of the Oppreſſed Seed, 
Tofiah Coal. 
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To the 


Called of God 


WHO are Witneſſes of the Ecernal 
Excellegcy of the 


SON of RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


Who 15 10w appeard ia his Majeſty and Glory,in 
this Day of the FATHER'S LOVE 
to the Children of Men. 


Every where, 
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Brethren , and Siſters, with whom in the Co- 

=. venantof Life, and Kingdom of Peace, Glo- 

ry, and Eternal Felicity, my ſoul reſts, and is at Peace 
"and perſect Freedom , where the Glorious Preſence of 
the God of Life (who is Facob's Shepherd) is enjoyed; 
and is known to be an open Fountain, daily adminiftring 
of his Heavenly Rich Vertue and Goodneſs, to the con- 
ſolating and retreſhing of our Immortal! Souls z ſo that we 
have no need-to complain of Poverty, becauſe he (who 
is the Fountain of all Good) is continually with us, and 
never 


M' Dear and Everlaſtingly well beloved Friends, 
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and Daughters) unto Glory and Vertue. 


W herctore my-dearly beloved Friends, be ye encoura» 


ed to walk on in the Way of the Lord, though it be 
ait to rhe Earthly Man ; and be ye content to” paſs 
through Zvil-Report, and Good-Report 3 and ler him be your 
Example in all things, who, when he was reviled; he re- 


viled not again; and when he ſuffered, he threatned not, 


bur commarted it co him who judgeth Righteouſly ; as # 


Lamb before the Shearer is Dumb, ' ſo he open'denor his: 
TEST rt SETTER 


Mouth. 10940 

Therefore I ſay Friends, Let none be diſcourag'd be- 
cauſe of Tryals, and Sufferings, aud Perſecurions, not 
becauſe of the Frowns of hy Epeuy for God's ewe 
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go - The Fourth general Epiſtle to Friends. 
neither be Diſmayed becauſe of the proſperity of the 
Wicked, whoſe Day ſhall paſs away (wittly, and ſhall be 
no more : but every one put on Strength, and Courage, 
and Boldneſs in the Name of the Lord; and as valiant 
Souldiers, endure Hardthip, and fight che Good Fight of 
FAITH, and lay holy on Eternal Life, for the Lord 
God Almighty is with us, and takes our part; and he af- 
ſuredly will fight our Battels for us, before whom all the 
Nations of the Earth are but as the Drop of k Bucket, 
and' therefore its in vain for them to contend with the Al- 
mighty, who is on our fide, and is greater in us thea he 
that isin the World z whoſe eternal Glory and Excellen- 
cy is now revealed; Praiſes and Halelujahs to the Moſt 
High forever. | 
Wherefore Ariſe, ariſe, thou Seed of the Covenant, 
ariſe and ſhine, for thy Light is come, | and the Glory of 
the Lord.is ariſen upon theez though the Earth be cover- 
ed with Darkne(s, and groſs Darkneſs be over the Pcople,. 
yet the Lord is become thy Everlaſting Light, and thy 
God thy Glory : Wherefore ſhake thy ſc]t from the Duſt of 
Earth, and put ox thy beautiful Garments, Oh Fernſalem,, 
the holy City ; for this I teſtifie inthe Name of the Lord, 
That henceforth there ſhall not come- into thee the Uncircumciſed, 
nor the Unclean ; but thou ſhalt be called the City of God, the 
Place wherein his Honour dwells, Woheretore all ye Inhahi- 
- rants thereof, my Fellow Citizens, and beloved Brethren 
and Siſters, with whom my Lite is bound UPs and with 
whom my ſoul rejoyceth ; whoare ſurrounded with th 
o2reat Salvation of God, and know it to be. the Wall © 
this Holy City, the Gates whereof is Praiſe, and ſtand 
open Night and Day, though.the Yaclean cannot enter 
intoit: I fay unto youall, Let the High Praiſes of God be 
in 


_—_ 
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; The Fourth general Epiſtle to Friends. 99 
n your Mouthes, and ccaſe not to make mention of the 
Wonders of the Lord, and of his Works, which he hath 
wrought for yowy, and tell of his Goodneſs and Loving- 
kindneſs, and ſpeak of his Praiſes y that the Glory of. his 
Appearance in you may be admirgd amongſt the Heathen, 
in this the Day of the Lord s Power, wherein his Excel- = 
lency and Majcſty is ſeen, of which we are Eye-witnel- 
ſes; and therctore can we not ceaſe to make known his 
Power ang Coming, that others alſo may be turned to 
the Light of Go# in them, their to wait tor his Ap- 
| Pearance. | | 
- And though there be a Generation that would have us 
filenced, as the Phariſees would have Chriſt torebuke his 
Diſciples, when they went Triumphing to Feraſatem, and 
the High Praiſes of God were in their Mouthes, yet they - 
were not to hold their peace, bur to go on, nl aha 
his Name among all Nations, that People might be 
turned unto God, _ And though they were again 'aftes-- * 
wards charged to ſpeak no more in his Name, yet they 
conſidered, That it was better to obey God than Mani. For they 
who followed the Lamb were Called, and Choſen, and - 
Faithful, and they loved not their Lives unto the Death, 
bur went on boldly preaching in.the Name of p9ks not 
regarding the Threatnings of corrupt Man, -but had refpe& 
unto the Lapd above all, who is the ſame artthis day as 
ever he wa$z and his Faithfulneſs is the ſame forever un+, 
co them that are truly Faithful unco hjm, : -- {1 + 5 
And his wondergus Works, and Majeſty, and Glory 
is now ſcen by us, in this our Day, cvca as by themgn 
the dayes of old ; wherefore let the ſarne Courage, Bold- 
neſs, and Faithfulneſs appear. amongſt you,- as was-in + 
them 3. though Ido _—_ ll upbraidyov, neither wasftin - 
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my Heart ſo todo ; but as a Brother of the ſame Root and 
Off-ſpring with yow (who are begotten by the ſame 


Word, and brought forth by the ſame eternal Womb, 


2 


which is Holy forever) do-Texhort you in Bowels of the 
ſame tender Love, with which our Hearts are filled, to 
continue in Stcdfaſtneſs,&hold faſt your Integrity in Faith- 
fulne(s unto the End every one in your ſeveral Stations and 
Callings, that. yow may adorn the Gloriores ors of Peace 
and of Salvation , that ſo, you dwelling in the Pure, Di- 
vine, Heavenly Power, thereby your Lips may be open- 
ed, and yowr Mouthes may ſhew forth his Praiſe; that 
his Name may be known to be great in the Aſſemblies of 
his Sainrs, and inr the Congregations of the Righteous 
that ſo Nations may be gather'd unto him, and Kings un- 
to the Brightat#F. of his Riſing ; that ſo the- Name of 
the Lord may be ſpread even to the Ends of the Earth 
which is now to be exalted above every Name, to which 
every Knee muſt bow, and all Tongues confeſs. 

Wherefore all yo my beloved Friends, Brethren, 
and Siſters, who are of the Royal Off-ſpring, and of the 
Holy Seed; which is the Heir of the Bleſſing and Promiſe 
of the Father - IT ſay unto you all, dwell in the feeling 


of the Immortal Zirth, _ one in your own particulars z 


for therein the Heirſhip ſtands, and to that the Bleffong is 
fure:; 'and'as you keep Faithfully joyn'd unto it, therein 


you will know the Heavenly Dominion and Power, which 


g7es over the Powers) of the. Earth and Darkneſs (with. 
which the Earth is cover'd) and will give you to ſee be- 
fofe they were. xd ie ; - 
And here the Son is known, who was glorified with 
e Father betore the World began, and who is the ex- 
preſs lmage of: his Father's Subſtance, __and in — - 
vine 
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The Fourth teneral Epiſtle t6 Friends, or 
Fulneſs of the Godhegg,dwells, and utrto whom all P5w- 
er in Heaven and in Earthis given, ' And this is he, who 
now i135 come in Power -and great Glory, . of whoſe Power 
and Coming you are his Clond of ' Withefles, who know 
che Birth of che Immortal Seed , and it is'becauſe of this 
that the Heathen rages, and the Nations areangry; and 
therefore do they Revile, and Perſecute, and Smite with 
the Fiſt of Wickeduelſs, according as it is written, He th it 
is born after the Fleſh perſecutes him that is born after the Spirst - 
And theſe things they do unto you, becauſe they know not 
him, of whoſe Coming you are Witneſſes, Neverthe- 
leſs, Dwell ye in the Spirit, and walk ip the Spirit ye that 
have the (cnſe and feeling of the working and operating 
thereof in-your inward Parts in any meaſure, aid anſwer 
the Motions thereof in all things, for fhercin your Peace 
and Conſolation conſiſteth, and your Everlaſting Retfreſh- 
ment, which none can hinder yoy of, as yos obey the Truth 
according to the Motions of the Spiric of Truth ,” and . 
therein walking, you will not fulfil the Lufts of the Fleth.z 
bur the Croſs will be dwelt in; Jnd Self-denyal will be 
known and witneſſed, and the Power of the Lerd will be 
fele, which makes willing to come into the Obelicncgy, - 
of the Croſs, "whereby the contrary part will be crucifice 
and mortified and the Old Man will be wholy pur off with 
his Deeds;and the New Man put 0n,zwhich is created after 
God in Righteoufncſs and true Holineſs. And 10 here 
walking every one in yow own meaſures, in Faithfulneſs 
to the Lord, you will 'teel, the Lord adminiſtring unto yos. 
of his rich Vertue to the filling of your Hearts, and to tlic 
making of your Cups to overflow; for this I reſtifie unto 
you, andrthat by rhe Spirit of the Lord, That the Lord's 


Love, and Mercics, and the Riches of bis Grace did never 
more_ 
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LS2 The Fourth general Epiſtle ts Frienas. 
more abound in the Hearts of his People, in any Age or 
Generation, than it doth in this our Day, in the Hearts 
of all. who obey and follow. him ; and give up ircely unto 
tim in all his Leadings and Requirings. | 
And therefore once more I ſay unto yov, my Beloved 
Oacs, givc upin finglencſs to follow the Lord, in whart- 
ſocver he leads you unto, And walk with him in che Pow- 
-erot his own Spirit of Life ; and let the Righteouſneſs 
of Go go belgge you, and his Everlaſting Glory thall be 
your Reward. 7 | 
Andſo, Dcar Hearts, Feel your ſelves covered with 
cheSpirit of Lite; for that ſhall and will remain when all 
falſe Coverings ſhall be ript off, and all empty Protelhons, 
aad our-{ide Shews will wither, and have an; end, and- 
come to nothing. Therefore ye, as Wiſe Virgins, have 
Oyle in your Lamps ; and ſee that you Lamps be kept 
trimmed and burning, that ſo you may be kept ready at 
all rimes, ro enter in with the Bridegroom into his Marri- 
age Chamberz io will you have Joy, and Felici:y, and 
Gladne(s of Heart ; and no cauſe of - Sorrow will there be 
while you enjoy the Bridegroom of your Souls preſent with 
you, whowaill be an colaſiing Comforter unto you, with 
whom you will know an Everlaſting RES T:. And that 
nn you Will be Heirs of (and poſſeſs) which paſleth che 
* Undcrſtanding of the World; andin this you will have 
ſtrong Conſolation and Comfort, even that which can never 
be blaſted: but whatſoever flouriſheth, and may ſeem 
proſperous fora time; if it be not ;in Apd by the Power of 
che Lord, that will the Lord blaſt, and. cauſe to wither as 
che Flower of the. Graſs, and this, yow Eyes ſhall ſee, if 
you keepin the eternal Power of. the Lord, which keeps 
the invahible Eyc open, which alone percives the Diggs 
0 
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of God, So in the pure Power of the Lord dwell and 
keep, that you may be kept in a clear Diſcerning, and 
ſcaſible of your own particular Conditions, and how it 
ſtands with yowin the Preſence of the Lord, that you may 
know your Peacc and Unity with him, and one with ane- 
ther; that ſo all being kept in the Power and Unity of 
the one Spirit, in that yov may cxhort one another, and 
{o much the moreas you ſee the Day approaghingz that fo 
you may be ſtrengthened one by another, and may build up 
oncanother in the Precious Living Truth, and therein edi- 
fic one another in Love, that ſo you may ſtand over the 
World, and over'that part in which the Enmity ſtands, 
which is againſt God, fo will it appear unto allmeu,.'Tvat 
you are the People which God hath Bleſſed. [14 In 

And now my dearly beloved Friends, Theſe few Lines 
have I written unto you from the aboundings of the Love of 
my heavenly Father,which he hath ſhed abroad in my heart 
rowards you all, and by this Love only was I conſtrain'd 


thereunto:z . wherein (in ſome meaſure )- -is-manieſted. 


that real and unfeigned Love which dwells in me, and 
daily extends it ſelf unto the whole Houſhold of Faith, 
whereſgever they are; with whom I am art chis time even 
with ap with the Garment of Praiſe: And in the pure U- 
nity of the Spirit of Life, and Endleſs Uof ov Love, 
do I purely cal 
the Almighty, whoſe tender Care is over all his, and 
watchethover his own Inheritance Night and Day; ſo 
that the Deyourer cannot prevail to lay ic waſte nor de- 
{olate. | | 
W herefore let your Confidence and Truſt be in him al- 
wayes, and continue you in the Grace of God which hath 
appeared, and the Sufficiency thereof you will more ahd 
More. 


ute you all, c—_ you. to the Protection ot 
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C4 The Fourth general Epiſlie to Friends. 
more {ce and witneſs daily. And Blclicd (in the Name 
ot the-Lord God Almighty) are, al they whoſe, Trutt - 
and Confidence j$in him alone; tor they ſhall never be” 
aihamed nor confounded, but ſhall be as Mount 'S$zop, which” 
cannot be moved, © | | oe Ig 
So the Lord God Almighty of Heaven and Earth keep 
y0u all, and preſerve you all in the enjoyment of the Ful- 
nc(s of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Peace, where you all 
may know the Reſt to; remain, that neither Storrnes can 
diſturb you, nor Tempefts make yos afraid ; in which I am 
with you all who arc of the Family of God. 


Written in the Iſland of Your Truly Loving and Faithful 
Barbadees, the 27th of Brother, | | 
the 7th Moneth, 1661, 


JOSIAH COALE. 


THE 


| Colleion 


OF THE 


Several Books: 


Given forth from the Movings of the - 
Sprrit of the LORD in his Faithfull 
Servant and Miniſter 


Jonah Coale. 


The i Memorial of the Put is Bleſſed ; the Righteous ſhall be 
had in Everlaſting Remembrance ; but the Name of the Wicked 
hball Rot, 
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; TO THE OR 
HUNGRY * THIRSTY; 
Who truly hunger after the Food of Life;: and a 

Call (to ſuch) to come (from; off the Barren 
Mountains, and from feeding upon vanity), in- 
to the Everlaſting Kingdom and Houſe'of- my 
Father, where the leaſt of his Servants 'have” 


Bread enough : With-ſome Information; ofelie, 
Way which leads thereunto, 


Very one that hungers, and every one wa thirtts and 

*1 . every onethat breaths after Righteouſneſs, Come, the 

Fountain of Life is opened, and the Everlaſting God. of 

Facob is. ariſen in this day of his Power, to. gather wore ee 

the diſperſed' of 1freel, into his (EverlaRing Fold of of f Ret, an 
©, 4 


into his Everlaſting; Covenant of Light, and 
hath he cauſed he Fern 
YG , ane 


him to dwell ;- And for-this very en 
Light of his Son. to hive Forth and hath (cr. up hjs $ 
diſplayed his Enſign(to the N Aron ) to which ot 
and cs Call is gone forth, 4 SPMAFIL bids, C 
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4+ An Invitation of Lave te the Hungry and Thirſty, 
ry one that hears, let him Come, and drink of the water of Life 
freely ; For the Fouprain is now opened; -and-the true Shepherd- 
now Calls, and his yoyceis heard; and all who are wandering 
uponthe barren Mountains, and in deſolate places, and are wea- 
ry and heavy laden with ſin, may Come, and follow (him who 
leads to the Everlaſting Fold of Reſt, which 15) Jefns Chriſt the 
true Shepherd,. and the Lighy of the_ World,” and Way tgthe 
Father ; who 5 now ariſen in this bis Day for his Seeds ſake; to 
gather his Sheep from off the Barren Mountains, where they 
have been ſcattered anddriven-away, inthe dark andiin the clou- 
dy day , And'tg make manifeſt the way of Life freely; to all who 
hearken to his Counſel, and obey his voyce, who declares unto 
man.-what is his thoughts; And by his Light makes manifeſt the 
Secrets of the heart, and*reproves-the deeds of darkneſs, by 
whigh alkwhoare guided {by it, comes receive power over fin, 
whith made 4 ſeparation-between God and you ;- Ard this is he 
(which the Holy Prophets of. God prophelied of, inthe dayes of 
o!d)who is given a Light to lighten the Gentiles,and for Salvati- 
on to the Ends of + the-Farth': And whom A46/es ſaid the People 
ſhould bear, and ſaid, that he that would not hear this Prophet, 
which the Lord ſhould raiſe up (to wit) - Chrift Jeſus the Light of 
the World , Even he ſhould be Cut oft from, amongſt the People , 
and therefore every one,you being enlightened with a meaſure of 
the Light which comes from this Prophet, Chriſt Jeſus, by whom 
the World was made,and whom'the people is to hearken to, jr is a 
thing of eoncerment to you all,to wait tokear his voice, who calls 
your minds out of the, vanities of the World; andthe loygtheteof, 
that you may hear & live, and no longer to ſpend your labomr for 
that which doth not ſatisfie the ſoul; But to hearken diligently to _ 
the Voice of-God(who is Light)thar you _ come to eat of that 
which is good, and ſer your Souls delight in fatneſs , and ſoevery 
out, who prizeth.the Evertaſting'Peace and welfare —_ Souls, 
beyond he pleaſures and delights of the World; Return unto 
bir.who calls in your minds out of the vifible and periſhing things 
of this World,and thelove thereof ; and wait to know the Sword 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt (whois the Prince of Peace) to Cut.down 
| god refſor in every. particular of you z/.and to:know.the 
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An Invitarion of -Love to the Huvgry and Thirfty. $- 
righteous Naturewhich hath led you into Rebellion againſt God, 
andagainft his pure witneſs in you,whichhath long called for pu- 
rity,and for 2 on: vere. and a godly Converſation; that fo inta 
purity and hobineſs you might all-come, without which nong can | 
ſee the Lord; And ſo they who comes, to the Light of Chriſt in 
them,fach comes to that whichis pure, and holy, with which they 
may come to ſee God. Hl COT tat if 0 i OR Sto 

And Friends, This is the, Word ofthe Lord God to you allzand 
his Everlafting-Counſel troJouall,' who have defires in Truth and 
Righteouſneſs to walk in'theway,of Life? that you Yearken dili- 
gently to ther Vioiceof God, | the Light.in every one your. Con- 
Iciences, and to it be obedient at alltimes,in whatvever it makes _ 
manifeſt to be the mind and Will of -God the Father. , rhat ſo his 
will may be done by you in Earth, as it is in Heaven, and that _ 
your:linsand iniquities mayde blotted out {by bim) for-his own 
Names ſake.; Who's now atiſen for biy Glories ſake, which hath 
beer long trampled upon, and for-his.Sceds ſake which hath long 
cry'd unto him; from under the burden of oppreſhon, which hat 
ruled above the pure in eyery one of you ; : And the Cries and 
au of the Oppreſfſed, hath entered into the Ears of the 
Lord God of Reft; and he is ariſen and is zealous for his Glory, . 
And inthe valley:of Judgment will he plead, with EgyprsKing,and 
with al} the Hoſt of the Zgyprtians, and by his our-ſtretched Arm, 
willbe bring deliverance unto his own Ele Seed,and the Hoſt of” 
the Egyptians will he deſtroy inthe Red-Sea ofhis Wrath,and then 
ſhall he Seed tejoyce over its' Oppreſſors. 

And fo Friends, as you hearken to, and obey the Voice of the - 
Lord,the Angel ofhis preſence you will fee leading you in the way 
in which he will have you to walk ; and beware of him, and obey 
his voice, for he will not at all pardon your tranſgreflſjons any 
more, Exod. 23.20, 21, But will give a juſt reward to every one 
according to their deeds,. whether they be good, or whether they 
be evil: And fo that you-may come and receive the reward of E- 
verlaſting Life, which is enjoyed in.my Fathers Kingdom ; Every 
one be good and faithful Servants, and-.improve your Talents 
which is committed to you,. that 'ſo when. the Lord ſhall come, 
you may be found doing h:s will, and not your own, So ſhall an 
enterance be Adminiltred unto you into the Kingdom coorythe 

with- 


6 Ir Woltation of Love'no whe Hungry and Thirſty, 
_ without end, where you may feed on the Heavenly Manna, and 
drink of the water of Life, out of the Wells of Salvation; -even 
abundantly,and be filled and your Souls fatisfied therewith,” /-'- 
And ſo Friends and people; ariſe and come out of Death,: yog 
that have deſires after the way of Life and Salvation which ts now 
Preached freely,and be all obedient to the meaſure ofthe'Grace of 
God (which bringeth Salvation) which hath appeated uneo you, 
and believe in the Light which you are ms omg ithal;for ſaich 
Chriſt, Iam the Light of the World, be that belicycth.inme ſhall 
not abide in darkneſs, but ſhall have the _—_ of Life; and this is 
the ſire word of Prophelie,unto which. youdo well _ takeheed, 
as unto a light that ſhines in a dark place, until the ay dawn and 
the Day- ſtar ariſe in your hearts, which Star being followed, will 
lead unto the knowledge of the Saviour,as it did the wiſe men who 
found him lying in a manger;for there was no room for him'in the 
Inn, becauſe it was full of other gueſts (him that reads letibim un+ 
derſtand) and ſo when you have found .himaccording tothe An. 
gels Int:Higence,though irbe bur in a low place;in.you, yetwair to 
know him to grow in ſtature, and you in him to increaſe in Wiſ. 
dom, and in Favour with God , for truly People, no Union nor 
Fellowſhip with God can be known by you, until you come to-be 
Obedient to the Son of God ,and to hear him in'whom the Father 
is well pleaſed, and in whom alone weare accepted of God, and 
by whom we have free acceſs to his Throne of Grace, where he ics 
at the Right hand of the Majeſty on High, Judging and Condem- 
ning all who walk cOrny to his Light,and chat diſobey the Goſ- 
pel which is now Preached , and juſtifieth and giveth life unto all 
that obey and follow him, and ſtand-in bis Counſel; - which/is the 
delire of my Soul that you all may do, who have deſires in'the leaf 
meaſure after this Life of Holineſs; And for your ſakes have 1 
written theſc Lines according as one r= irme by his Spirit; 
_ FWhs am 4 true lover of all your Souls, ana a Labourer and Traveller 
for the Seeds ſake which ts Scattered throughout the Earth'; That 
theſe who are wandering upon the Barron Monntains,and in-deſolate 
Plares,may be gathered into the Everlaſting Reſt, and Foldof Zeſus 
Chriſt, with me to lie down in peace and ſafety where none can make 
1 afraid. ; . | 
Johiah Coale. 
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7] Early beloved Friends, Brethern and Siſters, Babes; 
: ; Lambs and Children, who are, of the EleRtion of 
'Grace, and of the true Shepherds Fold, whom it bath 
pleaſed my heavenly Father in his Love, Life and Spirit, to ga- 
ther out of the World; and to ſepatate from amonglit men, to be 
the firſt fruits unto Him, and tothe LAM B, in this Day of his 
Power - and -gloriqus. Appearance ,»and . hath manifeſted his 
Power,and reveal'd his glorious Arm of Strength in and amongſt 
ou, and hath made;known his bleſſed, ſweet, refreſhing Pre- 
ence in the midſt of you, whereb yoo have been refreſhed, com- 
forted and ſtrengthened in the.midſt of many Trials, Tribulati- 
ons and Temptations, which have been ſuffered.to come upon yow 
for the trial of your Faith fince you were a People unto him: and 
you know right well, that he bath not been wanting unto you n- 
any ſtate or condition. that you have been brought 1nto, p you 
abode faithful untohim : And the: mighty things which he bath 
done for you,and the great delieveranees which be hath broughe 
| ey vat 


'V A Salutation tothe Suſfering-Seed of God. 

unto you in the time when you were in great diſtreſs, ſurely 
- Cannot be forgotten by you, but is morehy to be had in everlaſt- 
ing remembrance : And the things which you haveſeen of this 
kind, and theendleſs loving-kindneſs of God unto you therein 
Manifeſted, is and ( I hope) will be for ever ſufficient to engage 
" you to walk withthe Lord in ſingleneſs and uprigheneſs of heart, 
that in all'tryalsof what nature or kind ſoever that. you meet 
wirhal for the future time, you may hold faſt your reftimony 
for him, and your Faith and Confidencein him, and be nothing 
daunted in your minds hearts, nor ſpirits, but in all things give 
' up unto the Lord, and reſign up your Cauſe unto him alone, and 
| hewill certainly plead for you in the hearts of your Enemies, 
and they ſhall aſſuredly -know that bis controverhie is very 
| Breat with them for your ſakes: For he hath regard unto your 
ufferings, and the Cryes and deep Groans ot his Oppreſled 
ſuffering Seed, is continually before him, andhe is near to bring 
deliverance unto all who in patience and contentedneſs wait vp- 
on him, and that truſt in him with an upright, and with a perfeR 

heart. | 
Wherefore ſay unto you all, my beloved Friends, Lambs and 
Babes.of God, be patient, and therein wait upon God, for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh, and the day of a great deli- 
verance is at band, wherein he will do,- and bring to paſs ſuch 
' things which cannot be believed by many, though they ſhould 
be told unto them : Therefore murmur not againſt the Lord 
"in any wiſe, becauſe of theſe things which are come-to pas, and 
happened unto us, *nor bectuſe *of the greatneſs of the rage of 
the Adverſary, for it 1s b&catſe he hath, but a very ſhort time , 
and though you have born long, and ſuffered much 'in divers 
kinds, and the oppreflive yoke of Antichriſt is not yet removed 
nor taken away; yetT' ſay, my Friends, Fear not, nor faint:not 
in your minds, but endure'to the end in the Faith and Patience of 
Jefus, and when The things determined {hal} be accompliſhed, 
and the meofure of iniquity ſhalt be filled up, then ſhall the:day 
of a great deliverance comme unto-you, /and your eyes ſhall fee 
7eruſalem 3 quiet habiratzon, the praiſe of the whole Earth : And 
then ſhall the Lord, God'Almighry be known to reign inthe 
"Kingdoms of Men, arid his Glory ſhal{{ſptcad forth itsfelf tothe 
+ | ends 
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ends of the World, and bedeclared of oy ry all the Nati- 
ons of the Earth ; and the Knowledge of God ſhall cover the 
Earth as the waters cover the Sea. Theſe m_ are faithful and 
true,” and chings that muſt ſhortly come to paſs and be fulfilled, 
the Lord hath ſpoken it, and bleſſed are all they who believe and 
_y the Word of the Goſpel, and wait for the fulfilling of theſe 
things. 

Wherefore, my dear Friends, dwell low in God's Fear, and in 
his Covenant of Light into which you are gathered ; and wait to 
receive his puce, Divine, Heavenly wiſdom to order you, and 
be you ordered thereby, and that will keep you out of all ex- 
treams, ſothat none will belifted up' above what is meet, be- 
cauſe of the Promiſes of God, nor yet be caſt down becauſe of 
the —— of the Enemy, that ſo you may neither turn a- 
fide to the righthand, nor to the left, but that you may walk on 
in the even way, which is the path of peace, and feel the Eter- 
nal Life which 1s of God, to remain and abide in you ; fo will 
you be kept freſh and lively in the beauty of Truth and Holi- 
neſs, and ſhin: as Lights to the World: For you are the Salt 
with which the Earth mult be ſcaſoned, and with which all 
things muſt be ſalted to make it ſavory unto God, and acceptable 
unto him : For as the ſtate of the World is in which they now- 
lie, they are unſavoury unto God, and not art all a pleaſant 
ſmel], neither hath he any delight in their Sacrifices, for even 
thcir prayers are ———_ Fx unto him, and their ſolemn Aﬀem- 
blies he hath no pleaſure in, but his ſauleven loaths and abhors 
them, and he will certainly worka Reformation in the Earth,and 
he will beat down ZYabylen with a miglity:blow, and will bring 
a great deſolation upon her, and amongit her Merchants ſhall the 
noiſe of a great howling be heard, and all her delicacies. (hall 
come to nought, and all her coſtly attire (the works of cunning 
Workmen) thall be conſumed; for the is come into remembrance 
betore the Lord, and as ſhe hath loved blood, ſomuſt ſhe have 
- blood todrink , for the Cup of God's Fury is already filled into 
the hands of the Saints of the Moſt High, ro pour aurtnto her : 
And as the hath lived deliciouſly, and glorifed her elf; fomuch 
torment and ſorrow muſt ſhe have given unto her , yea, the ſhall 


nave doubled unto her according to all her works, and then 
B b thall 
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19 . A Saltationt6the Sufſering- Seed of1Ged, 
ſhall ch2 Saints, Prophets and holy Apoſtles rejoyce over, when 
Gol (hall have avenged us on her... fr ; 

"And now, my beloved'Friends, this I fay. anto you an andiby, 
the-Spirir of the Lord, /Thavche ctime;haſtens and drawech, nigh 
in which theſe. chings muft be; braughe: to paſs, yet:neverthelefs 
thething3 decreed andderermined of the Lord mutt firſt berac. 
compliſh:d : So that although the power of darkneſs hath been 
lons working, and doth Rill work, as it; were,. 1n a prevalent 
manner, by which ſufferings and cribulations are brought upon 
vs ; yet Iſay, it is by the permiſſion of the band of the Lord; char 
theſe things areſo, and he hath an end inſufſ-ringitſo to begand 
that for his own glory; and who ſhall ſay him nay for ſo doing,or 
reaſon with him about matters of ſo deep concernment, ſeeing his 
way is hid from man, and is not known unto any, but only them 
unto whom he reveals it? - ISR 1 

But this, my Friends, I knowfcom the Lord, Thathe hath an 
intent and purpoſe of good unto/us thereby, and why then ſhould 
not we all be content, and willingly ſubmic unto the hand of the 
Lord, whoſe Fatherly care is over all his.” And truly Friends, 
though we may ſay we bave ſuffered long by the aſfliting hand of 
our Enemies.” and their {troke hath fallen hard upon many of us, 
ind:thar great ſufferingsand afflitions ſeem-ftil co attend as; yer 
my Friends (bleſſzd be the Lord) my heart 15 not at all troubled 
at theſe things,neirhber do thoughts of fear enter , becauſe I ſee the 
end of the Lor@ init, And1 know 1t 1s'not contrary, but accord- 
ing torthedeterminatianiofthe Almighty thattheſerhings are f05 
Yer 1d zze not but acknowledge, that they by who theſe ſuffer 
inpe:iretnflifted uponwusdygso beyond their-bounds afid commil- 
160, -an&that isthevery:thing with will break them, when they 
nave:h{led up elcdintiee. PEST 

Wherefore,my beloved Brethen,be you all like-minded with me 
ir- this-matter.and ſettle ir in your heavts{ro bear all ghings with 
patienceiand contentedneſs,'thatimay-yer come upon you, for the 
farther tryal of your Faichzand pur on Vaſour,:nd Courage,and 

2oldneſs;and be ftrong inthe Lord, & in the Power of his Might, 
and b> nothing:daunted before the face of your Enemies , but let 
tizm ſe your courage if the '$piric of the Lambyand in the Wiſ- 
di> a of GJ : For the Lordiis affuretiy with vs, and amonglt us; 
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A Sal nhation to rh#$ffering« Seed of God. 21 
and will-be an Enemy unto oor Enemies > And what. is'it makes a 
people more dreadful and terrible,then to have the Preſence of the 
Lord with them?anderuly/Friends;this I know from the Lord,and 
this Thave received 'frqmiGod,” Thar herwill yer makehis/people 8 
terror to the Nations r6imd abyutithemgandrheyſhall come bow- 
ing, and bending;'und ſhall defire:ro be at League and Covenant 
_ with all thoſe whoareand abide in 'Covenant with: God, becauſe 
they ſhall know that God is:with os, +7 | F 
Therefore all,myFriends,abide in-chat where you may have and 
enjoy the preſence of the'Lord and know ip'to continuealways 
with you, who will be youreverlaſting'Comfotter,and'/your'Stay, 
and'Strength in all ſtat:s and'congitions;'and yon will not be lefc 
comfortleſs by him, though you may be' yer further tryed, and 
ſometimes, it may be,caſt down, yet you will not be forſaken that 
truſt in him,'and repoſe confidence in hit ; [for he will be always 
with you,and will give you of his Covnſel and Wiſdom; by which 
_ you'will be dire&ed to walkin the parh of peace, and all occafions 
| Tr gumbling wilt be removed ontof the way, and you will notat 
all think-it ſtrange thirt the Lord ſuffereth you ſo to be tryed, for 
you will ſee the end and purpoſe of God therein,and ſo in ſubmiſ-. 
tion cohis Heaverty Will in all chings,you will haverſatisfattion, 
peace,joy and content :' But if the reaſoning partenter,that witl 
ſoondatrken the underſtanding, and vail the life, and the Counſel 
of God will be obſcure to thee, & thou wilt not-ſee the end of the 
Lord ir his thus exerciling of thee, and then ſufferings will be 
grievous and hard to be born, and the Murmurer will ger up,chac 
will murmue againſt God, and peace will fiye fromithee, andthe 
sMicting hand ef God will be 'ypon thee alfo, becauſe of thy un. 
faithfulneſs; and ſuch a ſtare is worſe then his that never knew the 
way of Truth : Wherefore cor ſult not with fleſh and blood,butin 
patience continue to the end, in will-doting,and none to be weary 
therein; but be circumſpe and diligent every one in your minds 
and ſpirits, and watch ynto prayer, that you enter not into the 
remptition when it cometh, -for your Adverſary the Devil geeth 
about like a roaring Lyon, and waltsto devour, and lurks to de- 
{troy the precious life, and will lofe no opportunity that poſſibly 
he can get to make an enterance upon. you, todeprive you of your 
Wherefore I ſay,Relilt him ſtedfalt in the Fairh,and be 
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2 « A Salutation to the Suſfering-Soed of. Ged. 
you armed-with the whole Armour of God, that you may be able 
to withſtand him 1n all his appearances; for now be will beſtir him 
with all his force & might, and will make many great oppolitions 
and affaults both within and without, if by any means to-beguile 
ou as he did Eve in the beginning : bur avs you dwell in bim who 
þ the quickning Spirit,/'in him the Devil hath;no pare; neither can 
he prevail there;ſo in him your ſafety is from the devourer;for he 
that is begotten of God into this quickning Spirit, -and therein 
abides, he it is that keepeth himſelf, and chat wicked one toucherh 
him not. - And ſo my dear Friends, I am full of nnfeigned love to 
you all,and my heart is indeed greatly tagged towards you with 
the goodneſs and Love of God which abounds in me,and not in me 
only,but in all the Flock of my Fathers Fold,who are faithful and 
wpright-hearted ro him, 8 a table richly deckt he has ſpread before 
vs in the midſt of our Enemies; and what could we moredelire then 
the Lord hath done for us,and promiſed to do ? He hath begotten 
us unto himſecl/,and nouriſhed and brovght vs up unto this ſtate in 
which we now ſtand, and this he hath done by his own right hand 
of power,and hath formed us for bis praiſe,to be a peculiar people 
unto himſelf : And now this he requireth of every one, Thar you 
walk worthy of his Love,that it rife not in judgement againſt any 
one; and rhatevery one anſwer bis requirings, and. the leadings 
and drawings of his Spirit; ſo ſhall his Love continge with youfor 
ever, and you thali beas a watered Garden, whoſe ſprings do 
not fail : $0 to the Lord doI relign you up,and commit you all-to 
. the word of his Grace, who will preferve you, and keep you there- 
by who truſt in him, and the almighty Arm of God be amongſt you, 
and proſper and perſerve you unto his everlaſting Kingdom, Amen. 
And this was-I moved by the Spirit of the Lord to write unto 
you, as 2 Salucation of my endeared |.ove unto you, and that the 
things that muſt ſhortly come to paſs, __ be tignified unto you 
before-hand, and that you may be retrelled thereby : And ſoin 
the Faith thereof I reft and remaig. 


: Tonr Brother is the Park. 
Written at Kingſtone wpon Thamcs,the . 
224. of the 7th monerb-1663. and s ro, Of and Tribulation of 
go amongſt Friends, tobe read in their( the Lamb, 
Aſſembiies in the Lard's fear. Joliah Coale. 
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Nd Friends, not in any wiſe to forſake the aſſembling of 
your ſelves together, in as much as you know the excced- 

ing benefit you have received thereby ;, and you know full well, 
that it was the uſual praRtice of the Servants of God by whom- 
ou were begotten into the Truth, and inſtructed therein (of. 
whom ſome remain amongſt you unto this day, and ſome are 
fallen aſleep) I ſay, it was their uſual manner to exhort you,, 
and to ſtir' you up to that obedience of aſſembling your ſelver 
together : And when did you meet together to wait upon God, 
and your hearts kept ftayed upon him, but that you received 
your expected end? Wherefore let the remembrance of theſe 
things encourage you to continue in this well-doing while you 
have a being and Liberty ſotodo: And though there were ſuch 
in *_ paſt, whoſe manner was to forſake the aſſembling of 
themſelves together, and ſome ſuch there are at this day alſo : 
Yet my Friends, Jet not them be your example to walk by , but 
every-one to walk as yoy had and have them for examples a- 
mongſ{t you, who begat you into rhe Truth, and by ,whom the 
Way of Life hath been made known unto you; and be ye Followers 
of them even as they were,and are of Chriſt: For this,my Friends, 
Iſay unto you, There are ſome ſprung up among(t us who have 
ineff:&, laboured to diſſwade Friends from their uſual way and 
manner of meeting and aſſ-mbling together, with whoſe ſpirir _ 
and proceedings therein we have not unity, but muſt inthe Spi- 
ritof Chriſt Jeſus the Lamb of God, give teſtimony againſt 
them, and forewarn you not to receive that ſpirit which goeth 
about ro divert you from your uſual way and manner of afſem- 
bling together, in which you have had the comfort of the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, and received the Juſtification of Life, and 
thereby your. growth hath been mu.ch add:d unto: So that cer- 
tainly 
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"Ss | A Salutationto the Suffering-Seed of God, 


cainly my Friends, that Spirit which would turn you aſide from 
this godly practiſe (of afſembliug together ) is a dangerous ſpirir, 
and is not of God, whatſoever ic pretend, or” though it cover it 
ſelf with never ſo fair expreſhons : Wherefore, my dear Friends, 
bave Salt within you ro favour withal; and keep yourfirſt Love, 
and your firſt Faith, through which you received life eternal , 
and hold faſt your firſt ſimplicity, and your former integrity, 
and pad not abroad to change your ways, but meet together gn 
the Name: and Fear of the Lord, -as your wonted manner hath 
been ;” ſo ſhall you find the preſence 'ot G6d with you.in your Af 
ſcmblies, as inthe days paſt ; and his wonted goodneſs and love 
you will feel, which will warm your hearts,and refrefh your ſouls ;; 
by which you will be kept living unto him, and a good ſauour, 
and beto the praiſe of his Name, who is God over all bleſſed for 
ever. 
7ofiah Coale, 
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To all the in 
Babes in Chriſt, 
AND | 
CHILDRENof LIGHT, 
Who are young in the Truth, and but of 


late convinced of 1t, 


A Tender Salutation and Exhortation, 


Y beloved Friends, Babes, and Lambs of Chriſt, with 
M whom I have travelled, for.the bringing forth of the 
Birth which is immortal, and which 1s the right Heir: 

of the everlaſting Kingdom of God, and for the. redemption 
and freedom of the Seed which is incorruptible, from under 
the dark power, -where it hath been held, and lain in; bendage, 
and jn captivity, that it might come forth into its freedom, 
and Glorious Likerty, to ſerve the Lord, and to-ſacrifice- 
in Righteouſneſs unto bim, I ſay, for. the Redemption. and 
Freedom thereof, have we laboured and.travelled togetber,,; 
whom the Lord ſent forth among ypu, in his own Name, 
and Power, and Authority, and therein, and therewith have 
we reache+unto you, and the Spiric of Life from God through 
us 


76 To all the Babes iu Chrift, &-c: | 
vs hath breathed upon the Slain in you, and entred into the 
Witneſs, and raiſed the Dead incorruptible; and now the 
Dead being raiſed in yon, and the Living, True, and Faith- 
ful Witneſs _ felt by you, wait every one, that thereby 
you may come to be changed , and whol!y tranſlated, that you 
may become wholly a right Secd, that as touching your former 
Converſation, the old Man may be put off, and you may be 
wholly made conformable unto the Death and Sufferings of 
_ Chriſt, that ſo you may live with him, and live to God chrough 
him z and thar you may be redeemed from the vain Conver- 
fation of the World, and faſhioned ( according to the work- 
ing of his Power } like unto the Son of God : That as you 
have born the Image of the Earthly, and been made con- 
formable unto the Faſhions and Cuſtoms of this preſent ſinful 
World , ſo henceforth you may bear the Image of the Hea- 
venly, and be made conformable or ſubje&t unto the work- 
ing or operation of the Heavenly Divine Poweriof God, with 
which he hath reached unto you, and viſited you, thatin all 
things our Lord Chrift-may be your example, who made him- 
ſelf of no Reputation, but humbled himſelf, and became 0- 
bedient unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs, and is fate 
down at the Right-hand of the Majeſty on High , making 
interceſſion for them that come unto God by him, and ſo 
is become the Authour of eternal Salvation unto all them that 
believe and obey him, that he in all things may have-the pre- 
heminence. And ſo, my dear Friends, as I ſaid unto you, let 
him be your example to walk by, of whoſe Spirit you have re- 
ceived a meaſure, to be a Guide, Rule, and Counſcllour unto 
you, and none vary from the Icadings thereof in any wiſe, 
nor by any means, for then you warder, or go into dat kneſs, 
and ſo loſe your way of peace, and then trouble will come 
in upon'yon, and deſperation will be ready to get vp in your 
minds, or contrariwiſe a ſpirit of conceitedneſs, will carry 
' away the mind into a motion or profeilion of the Truth, our 
of the Life of it, and will lead thee to talk of former expe- 
riences, when thou haſt loſt the thing by aad through which 
thou -gaineſt thar experience which thou once hadſt, and which 
thou 
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* thou now talkft of, and ſo thou wile grow into a form and 
profeſſion of Truth, without che power and life of it, and 
this is not a Sacrifice acceptable or agreeable unto the mind of 
God, but contrariwiſc altogether diſagreeable unto bis m:nd 
and holy Spirit, and bis Soul hates :r, and hath no pleaſure 
therein. Wherefore, my dear Friends, dwell and watch in the 
Light of the Son of God, unto which, from the darkneſs you 
bave been turned, that therein cvery one may be kept in a 
true and clear fence and diſcerning of his ewn' preſent ſtate, 
and ſtanding, and there the Power of Cod is felt, which goes 
over that which would drive into unbeli:f or deſperation, in 
the time of trouble. And this ſame Power or God will alſo keep 
down the aſpiring mind, tht would be exalted above the 
Croſs, and would intrude into things which is not revealed 
of God, and would be putt up therewith, and glory therein, 
all ſuch glorying is vain, - And this is the Enemy that « ould not 
have Qhriſt to reign over him, neither will ic be' ſubje& to the 
bigher Power, but will deſpiſe the Authority of God, and ſpeak 
evil of Dignities. And this muſt be ſlain; for this ſpirit bath 
not the mind of Chriſt, neither would walk as Chbriit did, nor 
have him for its example, but would be of reputation in the 
World, and ſecks the praiſe of men, and the honour of men, 
and not thc honour that comes from God only ; and wharſve- 
ver prctence or ſhew of humility this ſpirit comes under, yet 
it ſee)s it ſelf, and its own reputation, and will admire mens 
perſons tor its advantage, and will juftifie the wicked for re- 
ward (or for its advantage, or to ſetup and cxalt ;t feIf, and 
will cry peace to the wicked and ungodly, and preach judge- 
mert tothe righteous. And this 1s the temper of that unrigh- 
teous, exalted, ſelf-ſeeking ſpirit, where, or in whomſoever it 
gets an entrance, as hath been largely made manifeſt, and as by 
wotul experience we have ſeen. Wheretore beware of char ſpirit, 
and receive it not, but deny it, for it is not of God, but ſhall 
fall and wither, and come to nought, the Lord hath ſpoken it. 
W here.ore dwell every one in true ſubjetion to the Crofs, 
and fce thar your joy and rejoycing be in that, for therein 4- 


tone 1s your fafery, and thcre you learn of Chriſt, and have, 
| CY | aud 
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and-feel) the teachings of his good Spirit, and this keeps in. 
the true humility which goeth before the true honour, and in 
this you are ſenlible of the proſperity, or going on ofthe 
Workof God in you; and here you will know'a daily weak- 
ning of the ſtrength and' power of the wicked one,. whoſe work 
is to lead or drive out of the ftraight, pure, and holy way (into 
which God hath brought you) which leads unto life, and ſo di- 
verting you from this, he then leads or drives into ecxaltation, 
or deſperation, both which leads to the chambers of death, 
But as you all wait in the true limplicity; and'in obedience to 
the Word of Gods Power in your own hearts, you will be kept 
clear in your underſtandings ; for as ſaid the Apoſtle, He that 
heareth the Ward of God, and doth it not, is like unto a man that be- 
helds his natur al face in 4 glaſs, and fraightway goeth his way and for- 
getteth what manner of man he was. - But be not you forgetful Hear- 
ers, but Doers of the Word, and let it dwell plentifully-in you, 
ſo will you be kept ſenſible of your ſtate and condirion 5 bur it you 
go from that, then you loſe your ſence and underandſting that 
you had before of the manner of your ſtate,and then deadneſs will 
grow, and careleſneſs and negligence, and thou wilt become dry 
and barren, and unfruitful ; and ſo my dear hearts having large 
experience, and being largely ſenſible of the many wiles,ſubrilties, 
and craftineſſes of the wicked one, 1 cannot do leſs (for the 
Jove ſake which I bear in my heart towards you) ther to = 
' theſe things before you, and to re-mind you of them, althoug 
you have been told of them before, yet as the Apoſtle ſaid, I 
think it meet, (yea, and it is my duty fo to do) while re- 
main in this Tabernacle, to re-mind you of theſe things ; and 
according to the working of the Power of God, and Word of 
life, to itirre you np to watchfulneſs, diligence, and obedi- 
ence, knowing that therein your preſervation and fafety con- 
ſiteth : So dwell and watch in the Light, and in the ſenſe and 
feeling of Gods m_— C_—— Spirit of hife, and in-{im- 
plicity, and true ſubjection thereunto, and there al the 
ſnares of the wicked one will be diſcovered to thee, and a Way 
ſeen to eſcape them all, ſo that none will fall therein, bur be 
kept by the Power of God, in the even, pure, ſtraight, and _ 
y 
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ly way, which is narrow and leadsto life eternal ; - and herein 
is no cxaltation nor deſperation, nor deadnefs, .nor dulneſs of 
ſpirit, buta diligent and patient witing upon the Lore, to re- 
ceive his Counſels and InſttyRigns, in all ates, Rraits, and try 
als whatſoever, that may come npon 'thee-for the tryal of thy 
Fajth, which 4s much more prettons then that of gold whic 
perfiath,; fark og If 

And Friends, be nothing terrified', nor yet diſmayed at 
the proſperity, rage, or fury of the wicked, for they have 
their day, , and their conſolation here, and when that is over, 
(as David Naid ) they ſhall be cut off, fortheir ' feet are ſer in 
ſlippery places, and their Rock is not as our Rock; 'they them- 
ſelves may be Judges, but wait you upon the Lord, for the 
manifeſtation of his will, and give up your ſelves to do or 
ſuffer whatſoever he calls you unto, and be you reſigned up, 
to be wholly diſpoſed of according to the ordering of his 
Hand of Love, or Arm of Power manifeſted in his Coye- 
nant of Light, and follow the Lord Chriſt your Captain, 
whitherſoever he leads you , not —_ your lives unto the 
death, and as valiant Souldiers endure hardſhips, and conti- 
nue to the end, looking over and beyond all difficulties that 
may appear in your way ; and keep your eye upon themark 
that ſtands beſore, and then you will feel forcible drawings 
in your hearts by the Spirit of the Lord to preſs oa towards it, 
and nothing will be accounted dear to part with for it, nor any 
thing grievous to be born or ſuftered, that in the end thou 
miyi purchaſe it,but there will be courage and ſtrength ſufficient 
given thee of the Lord to bear all things, and endure all 
things, as thou relign'ſt up thy ſelf noto him, and thou wilt 
have peace with God in thine own. heart and conſcience, in 
all tryals, and in all tribulations; and in the end thou wilt 
have the full deſire of thy ſoul, and ſatisfaRtion te it; _ and 
ſo my love "is dear to you all,” who are Bibes in Chriſt, and is 
larg-ly extended to the whole flock of God in all Countreys, 
Regions and Quarters of the Earth : But for your ſakes have 
I chiefly written this Epiſtle, who ate young inthe Truth, and 
bave not ſo full acquaintance wzth the workings of Satan, _ 
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fo fall z knowledge of the depths of the myſtery of iniquity as 
others have, who are of a morefull age in the truth ; and receive 
this as a Salatation of my dear love to you, and a manifeſtation of 
my tender care for you, and the Lord God Almighty give you 
wiſdom and underſtanding, anddiſcerning, that you may chuſe - 
the good, and refuſe the evil, and may follow after that above all . 
things, which makes for your evcrlaſting peace and happineſs, 


Mmes. 
gfon.tte 25th. of the 1 aw your dear Brother. in the 
1ſt, Adonetb, 1664. 7 ridulation, and Kingdom, 
| and Patience of Pr {brif, 
ofiah Coake.” * 
Ke 
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To the 


KING 


AND 


Both Houles. 
PARLIAMENT. 


(Who have made Laws and Decrees, 
and cauſed them co be put in Execution, to 


Reſtain and Prohivir People from having the 
Liberty of. their Coaſcicnces 1n the Exerciſe 


of the Worſhip of God) 
This is ſcur a5 a Warning. from the LORD, 


FRIENDS, 


Hat do you mean by theſe Praiſes? Or what do 
you <xpe to bring to- paſs by theſe 'your Un- 
- dertakings. and Proceedings * Do you. think - 


thereby to root out the Holy Seed, and Royal Off-ſpris 
of God, which he bark caiſcd and brought forth in theſe _ 
| | arts, 
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- 22 To the King and beth Houſes of Parliament. 
þxrts of the World to rule and reign (according to his promiſe 
made by the Mouths of his Prophets in Ages paſt ) to which 
Nations muſt bow, and bend, and become Subjett ,, 1 tell you 
plainly, and truly, that if this be your expeRations ( which 
your proceedings gives me cauſe to believe it is) you will cer- 
exinly fail therein ; And* God will affuredly fruſtrate theſe 
your expectations, and by this very way and means that you 
take to ſuppreſs and root ont the People of God from ha- 
ring a Beeing amongſt you; even thereby you will provoke the 
Lord to root out-you, it you pecliſt therein; Wherefore beware, 
leſt that which you think (and expe&t) to bring upon the 
People of God, be by the hand of God brought upon your 
ſelves. For. (bc it known unto you) the Lord God Almighty is 
with his People of atruth , whom you have turned your Sword 
and Power againſt ;-and what is done unto them, he certainly 
takethias done unto himſelf: And in as much as you go about 
to ſuppreſs his people, or to limit them in the exerciſe of 
their Conſciences towards God, you therein are found Figh- 
ters.againſt God, and thereby you go about to {top and hin- 
der the Work of God, which will be as bard ior you to 
do, as it was for Saw! to Kick againſt the Pricks of the Wit- 
neſs of God in bis own Conſcience. Whereiore conlider theſe 
things, and remember. that many Warnings and tender. Vi- 
firations of Love, the Lord hath ſent unco you, 1n times 
paſt, (which you have little regarded hitherto, but go on ex- 
ercilag Cruelty rowards the people of God) And now at this 
time alſo I am moved (and itis upon my beart) by tte Spiric 
of the Lord, to lay theſe things before you, and to te)l you 
in plainneſs what the Lord will do and bring to palſs;. in 
deſpite of all that you can do, who ſeek to oppoſe him; For 
notwithſtanding the many Laws and Decrees which you have 
made or ſhall make, yet the Work of the Lord which he hath 
certainly begun, that ſhall goon and increaſe, and the Truth 
muft flouriſh and proſper, and ſpread forth it ſelf , and the 
Kingdoms of the World muſt become the Kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Chriſt, according to his Promiſe ; and they 
that .will not bow unto his Thorne and Government, who 1s 
KING of Kings, (whoſe right it js to rule in the Conſcjences / 
| 4 O3E 2h Ball 77. wo 
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of people, and to bear the Government there, and to exerciſe 
them in matters of worſhip towards God,) but will ſeek t6 
op to limit him in his Government there , even ſuch muſt, 
and ſhall be broken by him., and bruiſed under by his Erer- 
nal Power , the Lord bath ſaid and ſpoken it, and it muſt come 
to paſs. | 

Wherefore, Friends, be. you' once more warned , That - 
you meddle no more with the Conſciences. of people, ſo as 
to go about-to limit them. in, matters rclating to the Ser- 
vice of God { for its not the place of a civil Magiſtrate to 
meddle or have to do with thoſe thing+) bur leave chem-- 
free in thoſe things to do as they are perſwadcd in their own 
Conſciences by the Light of the Spirit of the Lord, for you can- 
not give an account unto God for themg if they do amiſs, but 
they muſt all (and ſo muſt you alſo give an account unto God, 
every one for himſelf, and this is juſt and equal,thart in (things of 
this nature) every one ſhould be left to the exerciſe of the Sparrt 
of the Lord in his own heart, becauſe that ſpiritual Worſhip con- 
fiſteth in obedience to the Spirit of God, and you your ſelves 
wo Id not be willing to. be prohibited from, or denyed of this 
liberty ; but (I dare ſay) you would look upon it to be a very 
great Oppreſfion unto you to be reſtrained (by any civil. Power 
or Government) from that, which by the Spiric and Power of 
God you were perſwaded in your Conſciences you ought $6 
do; and you could not but judge that thoſe (who ſhould go 
about to lay or impoſe ſuch a reſtriction upon you) did do un- 
toyouas they themſelves would not be done by; and ſo you 
might well conclude that it were unrighteouſneſs in them ſo 
to do: Wherefore if you ſeriouſly conlider wherher this 
unrighteouſneſs and Oppreſiion be not found in you; 1 know 
you cannot bur lay your hands npon your mouths, and confeſs. 
Guilcy. 

So let my Counſel be, (at this time) received by you, and 
take my Advice ( as from one that hath received the Connſel] 
of. the Lord, and (in Meaſure) knows the Mind of the Lord 
by the revelation of his Spirit as touching this matrer} that is 
this, Shake your ſelves out of theſe cruc} praiſes of ' perſe- 
cuting about Religion and Worlhip . and lay afide EY 
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cruel Impoſitions, which are and bave been laid _ the People 
of God; by reaſon whereof, many (who are dear unto the 
Lord)have ſuffer'd very greatly; ſome the loſs of their Liberties, 
and ſome the loſs of their Lives, occalion'd through being thruſt 


together in noiſom Holes and Priſons, and others are ob”, 


noxious to exilement from their Wives, and Children, and from 
their Native Country, and deareſt Relations ; and no evil at 
all juſtly charg:d againſt any of chcſe, for which theſe cruel 
Sufferings are 10flited upon them ,, *tis only for Worſhipping 
God 1n Spirit, that theſe Suffterings are ſuſtzin'd by them; 
that is the greateſt Charge chat hath been by you at all prov'd 
282inſt them : And for theſe things ſake the Lord's Contro- 
verfic is certainly great with you, and while you continue in 
theſe things, through which you have pre,yok:d the Lord to 
Anger : His Wrath will not be appeaſed rewards you, neither 
can your Government be eftablithe in Satety, nor you cannot 
eftabliſh your ſelves in Safety and Security ; for Fear will ſur- 
prize you (while you go on 1n theſe PraQtiſes) becauſe of 
the Guilt: that 15 upon your Conſcieacrs; and although we 
cannot, ncither do we defire to make outward vppolition againſt 
you,' by Plottings, and Inſurre&tions, &c, (Nut of which 
things God Almighty bath redeem'd us, and hath broughtus 
into his Covenant of Peace, and unto his Mountain of Holi- 
neſs, where nothing burts cor deſtroys) Yet we know that the 
Cord is with us, and i> on our lide, and takes our part, and will 
plead our Cauſe, and Fight for us, and He 1s ftronger then 
you all, and his Power 1s above yours, and onr Truſt agd 
Confidence is in him alone, and not in the Arm of Fleſh, 
and jts in vain for you to ſtrive againſt him, or to oppoſe 
or reſiſt him; for he will in the-end be roo hard for you, 
and well break you to pleces, 4s 4 Potters Vef:l of Clay, except 

you Repent. | 
And now, Friends, there is but one only Way, by which you 
may, or can poſlibly eſcape and prevent the Dreadful Judg- 
ments of rhe Lord, or by which his Anger may be appeag'sd which 
is kindled againft you , and that is this, To Humble your ſelves 
before the Lord, and to Repent of, the Evil of your Doings, 
and to looſe the Bands ef Iniquity, and to undo. the heavy 
Burthers 
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burthens , and let the oppreſſed go free, and turn the ſword 
againſt the Rvil-doers, and ſuppreſs vice and profaneneſs, and 
do not tollerate licenciouſncſs, and thoſe wicked prattiſes (as 
rioting, and drunkenneſs, ſtage.playes, and the like) which 
day by day even greatly abounds in your Streets, while the 
Servants of the Lord lic in noilom Holes and Priſons ; An@ 
give |{berty of Conſcience unto the People of -God ro Workiip 
him (which is the main thing that I contend with you for) that 
the Servants of the Lord may have free liberty to labour for 
the reducing of People from thoſe afore-mentioned,, and aff 
other vices, which ccnds to the deſtruQtion of youth, and to the 
deſtroying both of Soul and Body; and'this is the way for you 
(if there be any) to purchaſe the good will and favour ef God ; 
and to be eſtabliſhed in ſafety and ſecurity in your Govern- 
ment; andif any (who arc ſelf-ſcekers and time- ſervers) Thall 
(for ſelf-:nds) counſel you otherwayes, ſuch (you ſhall know 
in the day of the Lord) arc evil counſelors, and ought not to 
be received by you, bur denied. 

And Friends, one thing more I would prefent to your con- 
ſderation, which hath been oft laid before you in times paſt, 
and as oft forgotten by you, that is this ;, What hath been the 
ground and original cauſe of all the late over-turnings, which 
hath been in this Nation ? if it be rightly weighed and con- 
fidered, will it not appear that cruclty and oppretlion of mens 
Conſcicnces in matters relating to the Service of God, wasthe 
mzin original canſe thereof ? I confeſs I cannot but marvel you 
ſhould be ſo blinded (with your preſent proſperity) thet you 
cannot ſee and conlider theſe things, and labour to avoi. that 
which was the cauſe of their overthrow and ruine, that are 
gone before you, but to ran on ſo head-long and inconhidetate, 
as though you were baſting with defire fo bring the wrath of 
God upon you : For mark, Friends, When did anyeſcape the 
hand of God inany Age or Generation ? or, Where were any 
eſtabliſhed in ſafery that rovk io hand this work of oppreſſion, 
and perſecuting the Seed of God and his People? conlider 
from Pharach (that great oppreſſor) unto this day , and you 
will find chat in all Ages, this work of perſecuting aud op- 
preſſing the People of God, was the very cauſe of 'the over+ 
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throw and ruine of the Perſecutors, as for inſtance, The great 
perſccution and cruelty that was exerciſed by the then Powers 
of the Nation in Queen Adaries dayes, What was the iſſue 
thereof? wis it not the very overthrow, aud rooting out of 


that perſecuting Power, and Religion, and Faith, &c? And 


do not their names (who exerciſed that cruelty) remain as an 
ill favour unto all ſober People ftruly fearing God) unto 
this day? And could they by all their tyranny then exerciſed, 
root out or extinguilh that Faith and Religion, that they then 
truck at? Nay, they could not, ehough it was but (as I may 
ſay) the beginning of Reformation , -and coming out of the 
Apoſtacy , but its true indeed , they killed, deſtroyed, and 
murrbered many ; but bleſſed be the Lord that did not ſhake 
the reſt fo as to m3ke them fall, but rather eſtabliſh them. And 
certainly, Friends, although you ſhould be permitted (as they 
were) to deitroy many of us by your Laws, and Decrees , 
made or to be made, yet you caanot thereby deſtroy the faith 
of others, neither can you poſlibly accomplith your deſire, 
nor ruot out the hoiy Sred, which is now ſprung and riſen, 
and muſt replieniY Nations, and cauſe the deſolate places to 
be iahabited 3; rthoagh inceed you may thereby root out and 
deſtroy your ſelves, which 15 {xd to contiider, 

So Friends, much more might be ſaid unto you, and many 
ſound reaſons and arguments might be produced to convince 
you bow unſafe it 1s for you, to perſcvere in this Work of 
perſecution and cruelty ; but 1 know you wil/-(many of you, 
if not moit of you) kick apaintt it, and harden your hearts, 
and will not belicyve ; wherefore I have choſen rather to be as 
brief as may be, only to diſcharge my conſcience unto you 


' in the light of theLord , that I may be clcar of your blood, 
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and ſo ſhall conclude even with a few words; telling you , 
That this work Which you have begun, and put your hands 
unto, will be too hard for you, for when did ever any yet 
riſe up againſt the Lord and proſper? or do you think to pre- 
vail againſt the Ancient cf dayes, although your Predeceſſors 
could not; Oh nay, it capgit be: Burt then you will ſay that 
1tis not the Work of God that you oppoſe, but Heretie and 
Sedition, &c. 1 anſwer, ſo ſid your Predecellors the Perſecu- 

ors 
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tors in all Generations, when they flew the Prophets, and © 
Crucified the Son of God, and perſecuted the Apoſtles ; they 
charged them with Blaſphemy and Sedition , and Turners of | 
the World up-lide down , and ſaid, The 'Earth was not able to 
bear them, &c. Yet that would not bes ſuFicient excrſe for - 
them, in the day when God took vengance, neither will -ivde 
2 ſufficient excvſe tor you in the day when you muſt (all without 
reſpeR of perſons) give an account unto God for all your deeds 
done in the body, whereiore 'beware Icaft that come upon you 
which was ſpoken by the Propher of old, ſsying. Behs!d yeDeſpiſers 
and wonder and periſh. for I work a work in jour dayes which you can in no 
iſe believe, though a man deciare it unto you, 


I am « Friend ts the whole Creation of God, and have the mind of the 
Spirit of the Lord, who wills not the Deathcy Deſirn{ion of any but 
rather that all hould retwr a and live, 
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ENGLANDS 


LAMENTED: 


AND HER 


Aboiminations 
DISCOVERED: 


Which are the Cauſe of che prefenc Vititation of 
God's Judgments upon her Inhabitants. 


In which alſo is declared, the True, Only, and Alone Way, by 
which the future Judgments threatned may be eſcaped. 


Wherein alſo the Rulers of the Nation may ſce their State, and 
perceive the Danger they are in. 


H England, England, the Land of my Nativity, who art 
full of Abominatiens, and whoſe fin hath reached Hea- 
ven, how art thou filled with pride and oppreſſion, 

- #perſccutions and cruelty, *and all kinds of Abomination abound- 

eth in thee, How hath the cry of the oppreſſed been heard in 

thy ſtreets, and ſtil is, and yet thoſe who are in power to relieve 
them, have tugged away their ears, and have had no regard 
thereunto, but We feignedly made many fair Promiſes (in times 
pak) of freedom, and liberty from thoſe oppreſfive, Antichriſtian 
yoaks and burdens that havelong been laid upon the tender Con- 


:1ences of Gods people: But alas, they have bad little regard ts 
| their 


— 


England's Sad Eftate Lamented, &c, - 29 
their engagements, but haye hitherto dealt deceicfully and trea- 
cherouſly with the Lord and his People, and the bonds of iniqui+ 
ty are ſtill ſtanding; and inſtead of breaking of them {according to 
the requirings of the Lord, and their own engagements )they have 
made them more ſtronge, and thereby added afMlitions unto the 
ſufferings of Gods people; and by theſe things is the' Lord pro- 
voked, for he hath ſeen it, and it diſpleaſerth him : And therefore, ' 
is his eontroverlie great with thee, Oh Zog/and, and bis hand is 
ſtretched out in ens againſt thee O iand of my Nativity ; 
becauſe of which my heart is even afflited within me, for the ſake 
of thy Inhabitants, and I am even preſſed in ſpirit to declare unto 
thee thy Abominations, and wherein thy Sin lyeth,that hath th.s 
provoked the Lord, elat if happily thoſe (within thy Borders) 
who have not quite finned out their Day,may hear, and fear,and 
repent, and find Mercy at the Hand of the Lord, that their tran- 
quility may be lengthened, for he is a God of tender compaſtion, 
and wills net the death nor deſtrution of any; and therefore, 
hath his band been long ſtretched forth in mercy and love unto 
thee, and his ſpirit hath long ſtrived with thee t» have gathered 
| thee, and heſent bis Prophets and Servants untodhee, even riſe- 
 ingearly,and apc, them before the day of his Judgments broke 
forth, and they proclaimed (in thy ſtre-ts) Gods mighty day at 
hand ; and forewarned thy Inhabitants both high and low,great 
and ſmall, bond and free, mil: and female, Rulers and people of 
the dreadful Day of Gods Judgments, which is now begun to be 
revealed , but they hearkned not, neither wovld they receive the 
councel of wiſdom that crycd in thy ſtreets, bur deſpiſed all her 
repcoofs , and although ſhe hath continued ſending her Prophery _ 
and wiſe men unto this day, yet hitherto they have not hearkned; 
nor regarded, but have gence on in pride, and preſumption, in 
perſecution and cruelty, and have nourithed their hearts as in 2 
day of (laughter, and given up themſelves to follow pleaſures, and 
have walked in the luits and devices of their own hearts, and (as 
much as in them lies) they have fulfilled che delires of their ewn 
minds, and lived carelefly, and wantonly upon the earth, as 
though there was no God , therefore, 15 thy Judgments j & from 
the Hand of the Lord, and thy reward is the recompenc: of rhy 
own doings, for thy iniquities hath pulicd bis Judgments _ 

-- face 
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By thee, and thy ſins haye brought his Plagues, and thou mu#t 
: confeſs that he is juſt in all his wayes, and rigltcqus in all his do- 

ings. 

= conſider, Oh Nation, and let me expeſtulate the matter 
with thee a little , and then judge thy ſelf what reward thou art 
47 worthy of : What could the Lord kave done for thee more then 
- £1 he hath done, (or bath he done ſo for another Nation, as for thee) 
he hath even filled thee with all manner of temporal blefſings and 
benefits that the hearts of thy. Inhabitants could delire, Corn and 
Oylte,and Wine in abundance bave been brought into thee,and all 
kind of Neceſſaries both for food and raiment hath he cauſcd to a- 
__- bound in thee,that thy Inhabitants might be fed and cloathed, and 
F: 26 a that want might not be unto any within thy Borders , and alſo, 
EF that thou mightſt therein be a bleffing unto other Nations abour 
L143 28 thee : but alas, how haft thou abuſed his Mercics, even in theſe 
ot Temporal things,and converted them unto another uſe,then thax 
$90" for which they were ordained and given unto thee ! How have 
w many of thy Inhabitants ſpent much of their time to invent what 
to be cloathed with, and after what manner to be arrayed, in all 
kind of gorgeops Apparel ! when others with all their care agd 
or 3h induftry could (carce get Raiment to put on to cover their naked- 
Rl f neſs, but have been even-ready to ſtarve for want : And how have 
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many been inventing whattocat,and drink, & alſo mating waſte 
and bavock of Gods good Creatures, while many aged, poor agd 
feeble have been in want of bread to eat, and in neceflity of faod 
convenient for the preſervation of the natural health; and in this 
their diſtreſſed tate ahd cendition they bave not had compaſſion 
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"FH: onthem, nor commilſecrated their ſtate; but even vaunted over them, 
.- as though they had nor been their fellow Creatures,and as though 
"9 ' God had not appointed them to pertake of the fruits of the Crea- 
bt tion; and in theſethings the Mercies of God have been abuſed, 


and his Creatures have been cenverted toa wrong uſe, and the 

Lords Love and Goodneſs therein hath been very evilly requited 

by Thee, and will it not be very jult, if the Lord fends want and 

ſcarcity, and famine inſtead of this great plenty, amongtt thoſe 

who have thus evilly requited the Lord in abuſing his Mercies ? 

Yes verily. For conſider : pot 

Do not the fins of Sodew abound in thee, by which God was 

| | provoked” 
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England's /ad Efate Lamented, &c. 31 
provoked to cenſume ir; yea, and greater lins then were charged 
upon Sodom, which wis Pride, Fulneſs of Bread, and Abowndance of 
Ialeneſs: But, Oh Nation ! thou haft not been only found in 
theſe Sins .(and yet they have abounded-in thee alſo, as God's 
faichful Witneſs 1n the Hearts of thy Inhabicants will teſtifiey} 


% 


but over and above all this, many of thy Inbabicants {even * 1 


thoſe who ought to be Examples of Chaſtity to others) bave 
Biven up themſelves to Whoredoms, and took delight therein, 
as though it were a thing not forbidden, but allow'd of God; 
but unto many of them it is happend (and doubtleſs it will unto 
more) according unto that ſaying, Fhoremongers and Aantterers 
God wil jndge. Well, 

But this 1s not all that I have to charge this Nation guiity of ; 
for, How do Oaths cauſe this Land ro Mourn, even near unto 
Deſolation ? And how are the hearts of many of the Inhabitants 
thereof harden'd, andeven ſear'd as with a Hort Iron”, ſo that 
without any ſenſe of the Reproofs of God's Witneſs in them, 
they blaſpheme the pure and worthy Name: of the Holy Lord 
God, by Curling, Swearing, Ranting, and *Sporting them- 
ſelves in the day time in all kind of Paſtimes, as though 
they endeavoured with all their, Force and Might, to draw 


' one another, as much as in them lie out of the Fear of 


God ? And beſide all this, What | ying and Diffembling 
is there amongſt thy Inbabitants, notwithſtanding all therr pro- 
feſhon of (a Reformed )Chriſtian Religion ; yet what couſening, 
cheating,and detrauding one another is there within thy borders? 
and {o treacherous have thy Inhabitants bin one towards another, 
and ſuch rotten heartednefs, and double dealing have they found 
one in another, that few of them dare truſt one another. 
Again, O how doth drunkenneſs alſo abound in thee,oh £nglana? 
and how are many Houſes filled even night and day with riotous/ 
perſons, ſpending and waſting the Creation upon thert ungodly 
luſts, and afſcmbling themſelves together, even-great multitudes 
to their invented Stage-Playes, and all kind of Vanities, and A- 
bominaciens, when the people of the Lord,who fear bis Name, are 
not ſuffered ty meet peaceably together to wait upon-God; and 
to wor{hip hira, bur they muſt be thruſt into Priſons,” oxbeatand. . 
abuſed, and knockt down, and by thele things hath the Lord been - 
prove*® * 


2 England's Sad Effate Lamented, &e. 
' provoked to viſit thee with theſe his juſt, and fore Judg- 
ments. OE Rp 55” 

Oh England, Englard, what Lamentation ſhall I take up for 
thee, for whom the Lord hath done ſo great things, not only in 
giving of thee ſuch fulneſs of temporal core 4 benefirs (for 
the end before expreſſed, which thou haſt abuſed, as herein is 
ſignified) But over and abovyeall this, he manifeſted his Eternal 
Power in the midft of thee, and thereby wrought Miraculoufly 
in the bearts of a Remnant of thy Inhabitants, ro whom ke made 
known the Myſterious Way (which the Vulterous eye never ſaw). 
which leads to Life, and Salvation (and whom he made choice 
of,to be 3 kind of firſt fruits unto bimſel]t in theſe latter dayes) 
and whom he ſeparated from the aforeſaid abominations, (in 
which thou art yet involy'd) and raiſed them up to be examples of 
Holineſs, and Righteouſneſs, and Godlineſs of Converſation , 
and to bear Teſtimony (and cry) againſt thy unrighteous and 
ungodly Wayes, and alfo put into their hearts (by his Spirit) to 
tell of his Power which he had Revealed in them, amd to proclaim 
| his mighty Day at hand,in which he would Judge the Inhabitants 
of the Land in Rightcouſneſs,and alſo he warned us,to warn thy 
Inhabitants to Repent,and we cryed aloud in thy Strects, in th 
Steeple. houſes, and in thy Markets, as thy Inhabitants well know, 
and we told them of the dreadfull Day of Gods Judgments at 
band, to core upoa all who (lived, and) continued in the afore- 
{11d abominations; that ſo they might havereturned to the Lorg, 
and have come to walk in the light of bis Son, wherewith they 
were enlightned, that ſo thereby they might have been led our of 
the aforcſaid abominations, and Works of Darknefs, and fo 
have eſcaped the Id gments threatned.. | 

But injtead of harkning to the voice of Wiſdom which cry's 
inthe Streets, thy Inhabitants rejected her counſel}, and deſpiſed 
all her reproots , and deſpitefully uſed the Meſſengers of the 
Lord, whom he ſent unto thee, and caſt chem into Holes and 
Priſons, in which they have-outwardly periſhed', whoſe righte- * 
ous blood yet lies at tby Doors , which God will certainty 
take vengeance for. | 
Azad ſofar hat thou been, O-Eng/ard, from taking Warning © 

or Example by thoſe whom God thus raiſed up within thy 

| Borders; 7: 


England's ſad Effate Lamemed, Sr, 33 
Borders, and ſent to Warn thee , thateventhy Rulers (with 
the advice and counſel of thy Chief Prieſts, and Prophets) have 
made divers Laws,and Decrees, by which they have endeavour'd 
to ſtop and limit this Work of the Almighty, which by bis migh» 
ty Power be has begun in the hearts of his Remnant, which be 
hath raiſed up to be a peculier People unte himſelf within thy 
Borders. | 
And as though all thy afore-ſaid Abominations were too little, 
and that thou mightſt yet add thereunte;bow have thy Rulers abu- 
ſed the Power which God committed-to them, and intruſted them 
withall, in tolerating all thoſe Licencious PraQiſes, which daily 
have abounded in thy Streets , and in ſuffering the Wicked, and 
Evikdoers to go unpuniſhed, and in turning their Sword againſt 
the Innocent, and to Perſecute the harmleſs People of the Lord, 
for the exerciſe of their pure Conſciences towards him in matters 
relating to his Worſhip ; and in taking upon them to Lord over 
the Conſciences of men,the Seat of God : have they not herein 
reatly abuſed the Power committed to them, and intruded into 
the Prerogative of God ? Oh great Preſumption,and Uſurpation 
indeed, a Sin wbich ſhall not go unpunilhed by the Judge — But, 
Oh thax they had hearkned, and taked —_— in time, that 
ſo they _ have been Healed ! bet now ic will go hard with 
many of them; for God will certainly be Avenged, for this 
thing ; For is it not Juſtice in him ro Diſ-throne ſuch, who 
would thruſt themſelves into his Throne, and ſo Preſumptiouſly 
to entrench upon his Prerogative, | 
Again conſider, How many and great haye the Sufferings 
been , that have been ſuſtained by us (whom God raiſed up) 
(in the midſt of thee, Oh Z»g/ard) to bear Teſtimony unto bis 
Name, and againſt thy Traditional Worſhips, and dead Forms, 
and out-lide Profeſſions, with the reft of thy Abominations } 
even by reaſon of the Laws , and Decrees which thy Rulers 
have made againſt us, and ſometimes without them alſo ? and 
| how oft have we been thruft together into noiſome Priſons, and 
have ſuffered all kind of abuſes, as Socking, Stoning, Whip- 
ing, knocking down, ſome Killed, in the Streets , and Stee- 
ple-houſes, and in our Peaceable Meetings, where we were ga» 
thered only to Workkip = in Spirit? -and thus evilly a 
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4 England's Sad Efate Lamented, &c. 
thou requited the Lord and bis People, for his Ind their love, 
and good will unto thee, that thou haſt accounted them not | 
worthy to have a being within thy Borders; but in thy Decrees 
made againſt them, thou haſt deſigned their Exilement, and Ex. 
tirpation, from amongſt thine Inhabitants, —_ according 
to the Law of God, and Nature, (we, and) thoſe whom thy 
Rulers have already Banifhed (and expoſed to the hardſhips, 
and difficulties whick the Seas, and forraign Countrys affords) 
have as juſt a right as themſelves, here to have continued in the 
Land of our Nativity, and to have enjoyed the Liberty of their 
Conſciences in the Service and Worthip of God ,- together 
with all other Temporal benefits , and comforts which God had 
afforded unto them, as Wives, Children, and Eftages, &c. And 
thy Rulers ſhall one Day know that its as great unrightcouſneſs 
in them, to Priſon, Perſecute, and Banith us, (for the Exer- 
ciſes of our Conſciences towards God) as they can conceive 
jt would be for others ro Priſon, Baniſh, and Perſecute them 
for the exerciſe of their Conſciences,if theLord ſhouldbring them 
under ; wherefore let them conlider, whether or no they do by 
us, as themſelves would be done by ? and whether-they are not 
found Tranſgreſlors of the Lawpf Chriſt ? 
* Well, but, all this is but as aMtnt of what might be mentj. 
AF ened of the Abominations that is found in thee, Oh Ergliand , 
$ yet hereby thou mayeK&perceive whether or no thy Sins doth nor 
exceed che Sins of Sodom? (whom God Deltroyed in his diſplea- 
ſure) and whether thy Iniquities doth not ſurmount the Iniquities 
of Gemorrah? Certainly,if Gods Witneſs may ariſe and Anſwer 
me in the Conſciences of thy Inhabitants, it will make them: con- 
feſs they do, and what then canft thou expect from the hand of the 
Lord as a jult reward of all theſe thy Abominations ? ſurely thou 
canſt not miſs of aff the Judgments that have been pronounced b 
the Spiric of the Lord through his Servants, in thy Streets, Stee- 
ple- houſes, and Markets, and to thy Rulers both by Word, and 
Writing;for they muſt,and will unavoidably come upoa thee,and 
then thoa ſhalt know that the Lord ſpoke by his Servants, whom 
thou flighcedit, and that the moſt bigh Rules in the Kingdoms of 
men,and will execute Juſtice,and Judgment,and Rightcouſneſs in 
the Earth, and chenalſo thou ſhalt know, -and Sas #7 that God 
gave 
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Pngland's [ad Efate Lawented, oc 
gave thee time to Repent, and to put away the evil of thy Uoings 
trom bcfore him, and fore-warned thy Rulers, alſo oft- times of 
the evil to come,and that they ſhould ſer free the Oppreſſed, and 
break the heavy Yoak of Perſecution from off the Necks of God's 
People, that with freedom and cheerfulneſs,they might ſerve'bim; 
but they have not hearkned thereunto, nor regarded at all ; 
theretore is thy Plagues come, and thy Judgment have nor lin- 
gered, as 1 ſeen at this day. 

But wel}, much of this kind have ofttimes been preſented to thy 
view and Conlideration, ſo thzt I could even almoſt deſpair of 
hopes that thou wilt hear, or fel an Ear unto what I ſay at 
this time, becauſe I experimentally know that thou art a Rebelli- 
ous Nation againſt the Lord , yet my Bowels ſo yearns towards 
thoſe of thine Inhabitants, who have not quite linn'd out their 
Day ; that I cannot but ſtrive with them alittle, in repreſenting 
theſe rhings to their conlideration ; that ſuch who have any ten- 
derneſs letggin them, may Repent with ſpeed, and turn to the 
Lord with all cheir hearts, nor feignedly, but in (incerity, that 
ſo they may find a hiding place in him from the Wrath to 
come and that they may underſtand the* Cauſe whereforc the 
Lords Hand is ftretched out againſt thee in Judgment, Oh Na- 
tion : ſurely all who are prudentin ſpirit, cannot byt confeſs, 
and acknowledge that theſe things before mentioned, is the very 
cauſe of the preſent Viſitation that is upon thee, and alfo of 
the future Judgryents which are threatned, for wheſe are bur 
the beginning ef thy ſorrows which it to come upon thee 'be- 
cauſe : os Repeated not of thy Evil Deeds. Well. 

Bur ſome it may be will ſay, what, and where hath been the 
cauſe that all theſe Abominations hath thus abounded, and beeri 
continued in thee,feeing thou haſt had ſuch a large Profeſſion of n 
reformed Chriſtian R-ligion?to whom I ſay, Search and examine, 
whether or no, the main ground and cauſe is nut found in thy 
Teachers, and Leaders ; Fu have they not eauſed thee to Err 4 
and have they not ſtrengrhned the han of the worker of Iniquity 
(ſo that none can tura from the Evil of his Way) by promifing 
ofhimlife? and may or I ſay of thy Teachers, -Oh Eagan as 
the Prophet of the Lord ſaid {of the falſe Prophets} 3n-his day, 
viz, from the Prophets of ”- is Prophancneſs gove* forth wy” 
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England's Sad Zffate Lawemed, &c. | 
all the Earth ,, for hath not they Leaders been evil examples unto 
thee of prophaneneſs, of drunkenneſs, and whoredoms many 
of them, and univerſally of covetouſneſs, which is Idolatry ? for 
mo&, or all, muſt needs ſee that their hearts are gone after cove- 
tous practiſes, and by their Lyes, (againſt the people of God) 
and by the\r lightneſs, they have cauſed the People toerr from 
the right way, and have led them into rebellion againſt the Light 
of the Son of Ged, wherewith they are enlightned, (which 
would have led them out of thedark pathes of ignorance, and 
works of Iniquity) under pretence that it was a dangerous prin- 
ciple to be adhered unto, and that it was not ſufficient to lead 
out of lin; nor te ſave frem lin, when indeed, there is none 0- 
ther name given under Heaven, whereby Men can be ſaved from 
fin, but the name of Jeſus, who preached himſelf the Light of 
the World, and who lighteth every Man that cometh into the 
: World,and whoſe free grace that bringeth ſalvation hath appear- 
"edunto all men; ſo thar all who turn from this Gzace of God 
which teacheth us to live ſoberly, and righteoully, and godly in 
this preſent evil World, ſuch turn from the right way, and all 
who rebell againſt this Light wherewith they are enlightned,they 
know not the way thereof, as Fob ſaid, and ſo they are rangers 
to the good and right way, which is Chriſt, who lighteth every 
Man that cometh into the World, and is not this Light or Spirit 
. of Grace inthe inward parts, the very thing that thy Leaders 
hath long perſwaded thee againſt, that thou ſhouldeft not eacline 
or adhere thereunto,under pretence as aforeſaid ? and fo are like 
unto them whom Chriſt ſaid, did ſhut the Kingdom of Heaven 
againſt Men, who would neither enter 1n themſelves, and them 
that would enter they hindered; and although they have in pre- 
rence made large Prayers againſt (in, and iniquity, and ſeemed ro 
preach againſt it likewiſe, yet they bave indeed told thee thou 
could!t not be waſhed, or freed from lin, while here on Earth, 
and ſo have denyed the very work of the Miniſtry, which was for 
-the monrng of the Saints; for the Apoſtle 1aboured that be 
migat preſent cvery Man perfect in Chriſt ; and have they not 
hereby ſtrengthened the hands of the Workers of iniquity, even 
by begerting a belief in them that they camnot turn from the evil 
of their wayes, ſo as to be ſct free from their evfl deeds, and yet 


they 


Enghnd's Sad Eftate Lamented, &c. 9 
they promiſe them life bereafter ? but be nor deceived with good 
words, and fair ſpeeches, for God will not be mocked wich an 
out-{ide profeſſion, for if yor live after the fleſh, you ſhall dye ;, for 
the wages of lin is death, but the Gift of the Spirit of God is e- 
ternal Life, through Chriſt our Lord, unto atl chem that receive 
and obey ir. | 

Again, have not thy Leaders ben the great Stirrers up of thy 
Rulers to perſecute the harmleſs People of the Lord, whom 
he hath raiſed up by his power to truſt in his Name, .and to 
bear witneſs for him, and to teſtifie againſt thy abomina- 
tions ? — have they not moved thy Rulers, and Maje- 
ſtrates to make Laws, and to put them in execution, as —— 
”=m_ ns? Conlider this, Oh Nation ; what a blood- thirſty 

5eneration of covetous Hireiings thou haſt nouriſhed within thy 
bowels ? may I not ſay of them, as Hoſea ſaid of the Priefts in his 
dayes,viz. As Troopes of Robers wait for a Man ſo the Company 
of Prieſts murder ig the way by conſent ? for have they not been 
even unanimous in this work of Perſecution?how many have they 
murdered (1n the way (of Cais,) which they are in) by conſent ; 
in caſting of them 1nto Priſons for their filthy lukers fake? and 
how have they provoked,and ſtirred up thy Rulers and people to 
the ſame work,and even made them their vaſlals co futfill rheir en- 
vious wills ? 

'So that all theſe things being conſidered (with many more, 
which might be mentioned) have we -not juſt cauſe to attribute 
the main ground of thy continuing in theſe ſo groſs abominati- 
ons, unto theſe covetous Hirelings, and filthy Dreamers that de- 
file the fleſh ? I confeſs, I cannot but believe,that there are mul- 
titudes of thouſands within thy Borders,0b England, that fee theic 
folly and madneſs, and their unftableneſs, and how they rols 
up and down, and are driyen about with every tempeſt that a- 
riſcth, even as Clouds without rain, as their Predereffors were, 
whom the Apoſtle ſpoke of; and faw come in bis day, who 
went in Cain's way of Perſecution and Murder, and were wan- 
dripg Stars, for whom was reſerved the blackneſs of Darkneſs 
for ever. <e 

For have not the unſtabillity of theſe men,their wandering and 
toffiogs to ane fre (with everyWind or Tempeſt thar hath ar iſed 
1A 
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2B England's S«d Eſtate Lamented, &e. 
in this Nation) been evidently enough -ſeen, 'in this our Ge-, 
neration;; yea ſurely, all who are nct wilfully blind cangot but 


perceive how not long lince they preached up the Common- 


Prayer- Book, ſeemingly with a great zeal, as though Salvati- 
oN was not to be attained without Contormity thereunto ; but 
no ſooner did the windy tempeſt ariſe which blew that away, 
and the then Powers of the Nation by whom it was upheld 
(and which theſe men ſwore for, and prayed for, &c) came to 
be ſubdued, and the Church Faith, and Diretory come to 
be ſet up 1n its ſtead, bur preſently they were turned, or dri- 
ven about with che tempeſt, and wandered from the Comnon- 
Prayer- Book, and ſwore againit the King and Houſe of Lords, 
by whom it was upheld, and whom before they prayed and 
ſwore for, and began to ſwear for the Common- Wealth, and 
ro preach up the Charch Faith, and DireRory, with as much 
ſeeming zeal as before they had done the other. And now 
again, {incethe tempeſt hath riſen, and the wind hath blown ano- 
ther way, and their Church Faith (of which Chrift was not the 
Anthor) and DireQory hath faln thercby, and the Common- 
Prayer- Book again ſet up in its old place, they are perſently 
wandered back again to that, and driven about thicher, preach- 
ing of it up, and praying, and ſwearing for King, and houſe 
of Lords, whom they formerly preached, and prayed, and 
ſwore againſt, and rheſe things they de with as odene faces 
(many of them) as though they had never varied fromit. Oh 
hypocricical, treacherous, deceitful hearted Generation, who 
ſhall believe them to be Meſſengers, or Miniſters of God, that 
have no more ſtability with them, truly their vecy actions 
in wt aps - and toſling, and wandering to and fro, bath ſuf- 
ficiently declared them to be without any true foundation; 
and who ſhall conhde-in them for thetime to come that are 
ſo vari:ble? have we not ground to beiieve that chey will turn 
to the old Mals, or to the Twrk's Alcharon, or any thing that 
the Powers of the Nation ſhall countenance ? ſurely, ricy who 
believe bettcr then ſo of them, will be deceived by many, or 
moſt of them, as many have been already in times pat, for 
although rhey feignedly appear as ſuch who ſhould take care 
and watch for the Sou), yet we experimentally ſee, that they 
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- England's $44 Efate:-Lawented, &C, "2 
ſeek for their own gain, and indeed they ſerve not the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt but their own bellies, for their fruits declare, that 
they will Murder (as they have done) many for their Bellies : 
And although they flatter with the King, and thy Rulers, Oh 
Emngland, as though they ſought and ſtudy'd their Welij-fare 
andbolery , and would counſel them for their Eſtabliſl ment and. 
Security; yet they are a treacherousGeneration,and it is not ſafe 
for the King to truſt then ; for they havean End unto themſelves 
in moſt, or all that they do, and their own Intereſt is concern'd 
in molt of their Enterprizes; for they are Lovers of their own 
ſelves, and of Pleaſures more then of God (as the King and his 
Council may ealily ſee, if they-conſider jt, and take an in- 
ſpe&ion intoit: And let me tell the King and his Council this 
by the way, together with the reſt of thy Rulers (Oh England) 
That if they hearken to the Counſel of theſe Selt-ſeeking and 
Time. ſerving-men, who are Wandring Stars, and Clouds 
driven with Tempeſts, as afore is declar'd , I ſay, if they fol- 
low theſe Blind Guides, and hearken to their Coanſel,' ſo as ro 
be ſway'd by them, ” and become their Vaſſels, to fulfil their 
Blovod-thirity Delires, 10 Profecuting, Baniiking, and making 
Havock of the People of God, then, in the end they will cer- 
tainly fallince the Ditch of Everlaſting Deſtrution and Per- 
petual Shame and Contempr, out of which there is norecovery, 
and then ſhallthey know, that God hath ſpoken by me, and that 
a Prophet of the Lord hath been amongtit them, 


Wherefore Oh Nation, and you Inhabitants thereof, let my 
Counſel be acceprable unto you at this time, tliat it poſſible fo 
many of you, who have not quire {inn'd out your Day (and have 
yet any. Tenderneſs of Heart Jeft in you rowards God) may 
come to find a Hiding-place from the Wrath to come : For, if 
the aforeſaid crying Sins and Abominations (which your Tea- 
chers are a great Cauſe of,as afore-ſhew'd) are continu'd in,then 
utter Deftruction and Deſolation,muſt, and will-unavoidably 
come upon you, Wherefore bearken' not to them who tel} you 
that you cannot be made free from Sin, while you remain in this 
Body ;, but hearken to the Voice of God, who is Light, and 
who ſcarcheth your Hearts, and declareth the . Secrets thereof 
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40 & England's Sad Eftate Lamented, &c. | 
"unto you, by his Faithful and True Witneſs, which he hath pla- 
ced in your Conſciences, and which calls ovt of Sin and Tranſ- 
Srefhon , for, if you are in the Light, and walkin the Light, _ 
wherewith you are enlightened , the Blood of Jeſus, Chriſt, 
will clenſeyou from all Sin, and Walſh you from all Iniquity, 
as the Apoſtle teſtified, Neither lend an Ear to them, whoſtir 
vou up to Perſzcute the Innocent for the exerciſe of their Con- 
ſciences towards God in his Worſhip, for they cauſe you to Err, 
and to Tranſgreſs the Royal Law of God (which ſaith, Whar- 
ſoever ye wguld that men ſhould do unto you, even ſo do ye unto 
| them) and thercby you will purchaſe the diſpleaſure of the Lord 
2g4inſt your ſelves, as many have already done, which will nor 
ealily be appeaſed : Wherefore ſave your ſelves from this un- 
toward Generation of falſe Prophets, who cauſe you to Err, 
»and who make a prey upon you ; and Come out from amongſt 
them, and be ſeperate from them, and Touch not the unclean 
thing, or any thing whatſoever that will deble the Conſcience , 
but break off your Sins, and all kind of Iniquities by ſpeedy 
Repentance,- and by true ſubmiſtion to Gods fairhfull Witneſs, 
his Spirit of Grace in your inward parts, which will Teach 
you (as it did the Saiats of Old, and as it doth us) that deny- 
ing Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſts, you ſhould live Soberly, 
Righteoully, and Godly in this preſent World , for theres nor 
another way to eſcape the Righteous and Dreadful Judgments 
of the Lord, which are already begun to be Revealed upon toy 
Inhabirants,. Oh England, but only by turning to the Lord wit 
their whole hearts, and by truly humbling themſelves before 
him, and by learning obedience to the Gift of his Spirit, 
which hath Joe rived with them : for it 1s not- an out-fide 
Profeſſion, that will ſerve turn , the Lord hath been long prie-. 
ved therewith already, and many have ſoared aloft, above the 
Meaſure of the Gift Ma Spirit of GoJ, into an airy Profeſſion 
of high things, buc have not had the Life' of what they have 
Profelſed, orly bave made their Profeſſion a Cloak for their 
Wickedneſs, many of them ; 3nd thezeby the Spirir of the Lord 
is and bath been prieved ; and he is now ariſen to lay open their 
Madneſs, that their Shame may appear, of which he ſent them 
2 Sign before-hand , and nov all falſe Foundations ſhall be diſco- 
| | vered 
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England's Sad Eftate Lamented, &c. , 4# 
diſcovered, and al) falſe coverings ſhall be ript of, and all out- 
{ide Profeſfions Niall wither ; for God is Riſen to Fan the Nati- 
ons, and to Wirnow them, and he will ſeparate betwixt 
the Wheat, and che Chaft, and he will gather the Wheat into bis 
Gardner, and che Chaff ſhall be Lurnt with unquenchable fire , 
and wo be unto them that are covered, and not with the covering 
of the Spirit of the { ord, | 

T heretore let cvery one humble themſelves under the. hand 
of God which i« now {tretched out in Judgment, and mind the 
limpitcity that was in Chrift Jeſus, who made bimfelf of no 
reputation, but humbled himſelf; and then will the lofty 
aſpiring mind be kept down, which otherwiſe will be wlidy 
after (ard intrudeing into) things aboye its reach, and will 
negle&t to be obedient to thoſe ſmall things which: are made 
known, and this hath been and fti!l is rhe {tate of the greateſt 
part of people profciiing Chriſtianity ; But as 1 ſaid- before, 
that will not ſerve their turn, nor give people acceptance with 
the Lord , for then had God been highly pleaſed with this Ge- 
neration, but contrary wiſe it hath proyoked him to wrath, 
and to vilit them with his judgment, that thereby they may 
be humbled, whereby they may perceive that kumiliation in 
life, and godlineſs of Converſation, and a righteous up- 
right walking with the Lord, is of greater acceptation With _ 
the Lord then all ontlide ſhews and empty proteſtions whatſo- 
eVer. 2g | 
Therefore at laſt, amendment of life 1s the matter, and a cloſe 
walking with the Lord in bis Covenant of Light, according to 
the appearance thereof, is the thing that mult bring people 1n- 
to favour and peace, and acceptance with the Lord , far this>, 

I perceive that Ged 1s no reſpeer of perſons, neither will 
he regard them becauſe of their profeſſion, nor. ver becauſe 
of their greatneſs, (for of him are all things) bat in every Na- b-- 
tion, he that fearcth God, and worketh Rightconſne/s is accepted of 
Bis. . * _ "l 
Neither 1s_it your many Prayers that he hath regard unto,” 
wuile rebellion againſt bis Spirit, withenvy and murder againſt 
bis pcople lodgeth in your bearts ; and thoſe acts of violence to- 
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wards them areinyour hand , for ſaith he, hes you make ma- 
wy Prayers I will not hear, for your hands -are full of Blood: No 
more will youf faſtings at all remove the preſent Vilitation, 
of his Judgments from amongſt you; nor cauſe Health ro 
ſpring unto you, while you Faſt as you do at this day, that 
is (as your Fruits declare) for Strife , and Debate, and to 
Smite {che People of God) with the Fiſt of Wickedneſs, which 
is the Faſt that was forbidden of God, 1/a. 58, 4. in which 
you do ( according to your confeſfion) the things that you 
ought not to do, and you likewiſe leave undone (as you ſay) 
the things that you ought to do, that is to keep the Faſt which 
'the Lord hath choſen , which is, to looſe the Bonds of Wick- 
edneſs, and to undo the heavy Burdens , (that is laid upon 
Gods People, and upon the Secd of God in your ſelves) and 
ro let the Oppreſſed go free from thoſe Sufferings , that 


you infli& upon them , and that you break every Unrigh-_ 


teous Yoak ; for this is the Faſt that you ought to keep, and 
theſe are things that you ought to do, (in order to the tay- 
ing of the preſent hand of Judgment, which is ſtretched fore 

which indeed you leave undone; and therefore (as you fed 
you have no hezalch in you; but if you would keep the Com- 
mands of God, that is not to Faſt-as you do this day, which 


« 1sto Smite with the Fiſt of Wickedneſs ; but if you wovld tu- 
| dy to be quiet, andas much as in you lies to bave Peace with 


all Men, and would keep the Faſt which the Lord bath choſen, 
that is to looſe the Bonds of Wickedneſs, and to undo the 
heavy Burdens, and fet the Opprefled free , and would(t deal. 
thy Bread to the hungry , and bring the Poor that are caſt 
ont into thy Houſe; and when thou ſeeſt the Naked , that 
thor cloath them ; and that thou' bide not thy ſelf from thine 


_ Jown ficlh 3. then would the Promiſe of God (which he is not 


fhck concerning) be ſoon fulfilled unto thee, Oh Nation , for 
then ſhould thy light break forth as the Morning, and thine 


- health ſhould ſpring forth ſpeedily ; thy Righteouſneſs ſhould 


£0 before thee, and the Glory of the- Lord ſhould be thy Rere- 
ward; then thou ſhouldeſt cal}, and the Lord would an- 
fwer , thou ſhould'ſt cry, and be would fay, here am1.; for he 
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is faithful that Promiſed, an@theſe are bis faithful, and true | 
Promiſes, which is not fulfilled unto thee, Oh Nation , -bee 
cauſe thou doeſt thoſe things, (as aforeſaid) which thou ought : 
nottodo, and leaves undone thoſe things which thou ought 
to do ; and this is the cauſe that thine health doth noe 
ſpring forth , and that thine Inhabitants , baye no health in 
them. - 
Oh, England, England, How incurable is thy Wound ? muſt _ 
many of thy mighty Men periſh or fall ( before thy breach 
can be made up) throvgh hearkning to the voice of an Adul- 
rereſs, whoſe feet abides not in her houſe, Prov.7.11, and through 
taking counſel of a whoriſh Woman, who hath corrupred the 
Earth with the abundance of her Fornications, and Enchant- 
ed, and Bewitched the Inhbabirants thereof with her Sorceries, 
and by whom many mighty Men have already fallen, as $9- 
lomon (aid, Prov. 7. 26 ? Well, but muſt ſhe be the eauſe of the 
fall of many. in this our day alſo ? Oh, my heart is even brok- 
en within,and I ameven very ſorely afflited,becauſe of the con» 
lideration” of theſe things. What, will not thy great Meo, 
and Rulers hearken to the Counſel of the Lord ? that they 
may be healed, but hearken to the voice of a Harlot, whoſe 
wayes are ſo moveable, that they cannot be known, Prev. 5.6. 
' and who cauſeth all ro Periſh, that ſhe compaſſerh within hee 
Habitation, Prov. 2; 19? Well, I could with, thatif it were 
the Will of the Lord, it might not bappen unto them, - as: ir 
did unto Ahab of Old, who had provoked the Lord , ane 
by the falſe Accuſation of the ſons of ZBelia!, cauſed the Blood 
of Innocent Naboth to be ſhed) until his Decree was ſealed 
2g8ainſt him , which cauſed him to ſay, Who ſhall. perſwade 
Ahab , that he may go up, and fall at Rawoth Gilead, 1 Kings 
22. 20, and there came forth a ſpirit, and ſtood -befere the 
Lord ; and ſxid, I will perſwade him; and the Lord ſaid unto 
him, Wherewirth? and he ſaid, I will go |, and be a Ly- 
ing ſpirit in the mouthes of all his Prophets , and the Lord 
ſaid , Theu ſhalt perſwade him, and' prevail alſo, go forth , 
and do ſo: So the lying ſpirie, went in_ the mouthes of his 
Prophets, and rferagel _ Py them, to go. on in the thing 
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' that he delired ; Bar AMicaiah, The true Prophet of the Lord, 
cold the King in faithfulneſs, what wouid: be the 1ffue of that 
Incerprize, thac he was puting himſelf vpor-, nevertheleſs , 
the Kivs would not hearken .unto Adficaiah, but commanded 
that h- !/-vuld be put, in Priſon, and ted with the Bread of 
affliction, and with the Water of afflition, &c. and hearkned 
unto the lying 'pirir, that was in the mouthes of his many: 
Prophets, who prophelied ſmooth things unto him, and by 
them this lying ſpirit prevailed, and cauſed him to fall be- 
iore the Rolt of the King of Aſſyria, * 

Well, 1 fay, 1 could heartily wiſh that it may not be ſo. 
with thy Rulers and Magiſtrates, (Oh Nation, as it was with 
 Avzb) and that. they have rot ſo far provoked the Lord :{bg#-. 
Perſecuting, and theding the Blood of the Innocent) as to cawlty *: 
him to ſ{cz] his Decree, againſt them, or any of. them, as he di 
againtt Ahab, and | could wiſh tity Tt might novprove ſo (vigil 
F have czuſeto belicve it will) that be hath given permaſliong, 
to- the Iying ſpirit, ts go ih the mouthes of thy Pric is, 2nd 
Prophets, to perſwade thy Rulers, to go on in this Anti- 
chrijitan Work of ,Perſecuting the Innocent, and harmleſs 
People of th: Lord, thereby co fill up the meaſure of heir 
Fathe:'s Iniquities , that-fo he may beavenged on chem, Bur, 
Ob thar thy 'Rulers had tearkned unco che- Countel of thoſe 
whom God ferr unto them \ who came not for filthy Lutre,. 
nor with Hattering Speenhies ,, but in the Name ol the iord, 
declaring his Counſe] in plainneſs, and Faithfulnei> for thy 
Socd ; but Ales, infread of bearing. their Counſel, they bave 
done- unto' them as Aiub did unto Aficaiah, even put them in 
Priſon, aoyd tal them wirh the Bread, and Watrcr of ath&1- 
on; and thereby they have provoked the -Lvxrd of Holts': 
So that withour all coatroveriie (as I faid before) it wy Ru- 
lers periift ,, and go on tolfowing the Counſel vf riole falſe 
Prophets, inty_ whoſe miouthes . the lying ſpirit 15 enircd, 
co p:rſwade them that - ths way :& move, or ſtop tue pre- 
ſent Vilitation of 'Gods Juipments / which ti |icvcalcd, in the 
midſt of thee) is to'be fevers jr. Perſucurtirg, 72:4 Baniſh- 
ins by deſpiſed and harmleſs Peopic out of tt:y; Eyrcers : 
| T 
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England's Sad Eſtate Lamentea, &s; 25 - 
I ſay, if their counſel be hearkned unto, and” obeyed therein, 
that lying ſpirit will certainly thereby prevail, and will earffe 
them to *4i!, and none thall help them ; and they ſhall be broken 
with 2 perpetual breaih, and none ſhall bind them up, 

Whereior* hearken nnto this ye Heads, and Rulers of the 
Nation of E-»g/:nd, the Land of my Nativity ; be not Proud, 
nor itout hearted againft the Lord, but fear and dread the Al. 
mighty God of Heaven and Farth; for he bath certainly 
a Controveriie with yon, and he will not at all regard the. 
lofty looks, nor your: proud Carriage , for he will be reve- 
renced , wherefore humble your iclves in Duſt and Aſhes in 
his preſence { you who have not quite lina'd out your Day } 
and put on Sack-cloth before him, 1t ſo be there may be hope, 
leſt he' break you in pieces as a Potters Vefl:1 of Clay, and 
there be none ro ſave you. 

And thys, Oh Erplard, | have briefly ard faithiully declared 
ancy thee tny (tate ant condition, according as God lhewed 
it unto me, and the cauic of rhy preſent Calamities, and of 
tlie furnre Judgments thas threacens themſeives; and allo the 
way in which they may in a vreat meaſure be prevented, and the 
bo. diſpieaſure and indievation' of the Lord be appeaſed, in 
which thy Rulers may iikewtie fee the it te and danger they are 

10ticarc fior regard ztalluncil 
t21f acſolation come upon. £m ; yet neverthclefs, I ſhall be 
cl:4- in that IT have difciargec my Contyg ice Unto hem from 
time to time, according as Gd r: yy ” 1.. [car if they 
periſh in their gain ſaving, 2nd 1 -neckeane's, 12210 blood 
will be upon theraſelves, 4.4 upon them who cauld thei te » 
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Poltlcript. 


V 7 Hen the good will and loving kindneſs of God (who 


wills notthe death nor deſtruQion of any) hath been 
largely manifeſted unto a rebeilious and {tift-necked Generation 
of people, in {triving with them by his good Spirit, and when 
he hath oft reach'd unto them with the vilitation of his Love, 
and<called unto them (by the mouthes of his Servants, Prophets, 
and Meſſengers) to repent, and turn every one from his evil 
way, that they might be healed, and find mercy with the 
Lord, and yer they will have no 4 thereunto ; . but 
refuſe to be reformed, and continue {ti!] in-their rebellion 
againſt the Light of his good Spirit in their hearts; and de- 


\ſpiſe, hate, perſecute, and deſpitefully uſe the Servants and Meſ- 


ſengers of God, whom in tender mercy, love and good will, 
be Toe unto them ; I ſay after the long ſuffering and loving 
kindneſs of God hath been ſolargely(and on this wiſe )manifeſt- 
ed unto a rebellious and ſtiff- necked people ; who ſo evilly 
requite his love to them; is it not then jultice in the Lord to 
ceaſe ſtriving with them, and to give them up to hardneſs of 
heart, and to ſeal his Decree againſt them,(in his wiſdom ) to nd 


. out 4 way that their eyes may be cloſed, and cheir hearts hardined, 


leaſt they ſhould ſee, and underſtand, and be converted, andheal- 
ed ; that ſo it may come upon them according to that Pro- 
phetical ſaying of Solomon, viz, He that oft-times 5s reproved, 
and - pan his neck,, (ball ſuddenly be cut off, ang that without 
remedy, | | 
Wherefore now conlider, Oh Nation of England, is 
not this the very ſtate of many of thy Inhabitants ar this 
day ?. hath not the love and good will of God been largely 
: | | manitelted 


England's Sad Eftate Lamented, &c. 47 
manifeſted to them, in that he bath long ſtrove with them by 
-his good Spirit in their hearts? and hath not his immortal 
Word of Life been plentifully declared amongſt them, even 
ro the utrermoſt of thy borders every way ?-hath it not been 
line upon line, and precept upon precept unto them, even by 
the mouthes of his faithful Servants and Prophets whoſe cry 
in thy Streets hath oft, and long been, -Turn ye, turn ye, 
from your evil wayes, why will die, &c? And did they 
not declare that Gods dreadful Judgments were nigh to be 
revealed upon them that would not repent, and turn from 
the Abominations againſt which they teſtified : But alas ? 
few at all had regard thereunto ; but many lookt upon it as an. 
idle Tale, or as a whimſical Imagination, and refuſed to hear 
and fear, _( even as fersſalew did in the day when Chriſt 
would have gathered her) and therefore now (in the Juſtice 
of God ) is his Decree gone forth, and ſealed againſt many 
of them (as it was againſt 7er»/alem) and his righteous Judg- 
ments ( which was threatned and propheſied of Ey his Ser- 
vants and Hand-maids) is begun to be revealed amongſt 
them, and in the mid{t thereot he hath ( in his. wiſdom.) 
found out-a way to blind their Eyes, and to ſtop their: 
Ears, and to harden their Hearts, leaſt they ſhould ſee © 
and hear, and underſtand, and be converted, and healed , 
for as ob ſaid, He taketh away the perfe&, and the wicked ; 
and becauſe it is ſo, that (in this preſent Vilitation } he 
taketh away the Righteous from the Earth as well. as the 
wicked ; therefore the wicked cannot diſcern betwixe bim that 
ſerveth God , and him that ſerveth bim not, (according to that 
ſaying of Daniel, viz. None ofthe wicked thall underſtand, bng 
the wiſe ſhall underſtand, &c. ) But they arc ready to 
conclude, . and many do conclude that the Righteous are not 
Righteous, and that the Juſt and Innocent are not Juſt and 
Innocent :* But becauſe they have flighted the Day of Gods 
love unto them, (in which his Hand was ſtretched forth to 
oather them) he hath ſo brought it to paſs, and takes a- 
way the Jaſt as well as the Unjuſt, that thereby their Eyes 
may be blinded, that they may not ſec a difterence, and that 


their” 
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5 © "England's Sad Eflate Lamented, &c, 
their years may be topped left they ſhould hear his Words 
and that their hearts may be hardned (as Pharaob's was) left they 
thould underſtand the way of Lite, (in which the juſt walkerh) 
and be converted thereunto and healed; and yet in all theſe _ 

- 1n1quity cannot he charged upon ite Lord, (becauſe he wille 
not their deſtru@ion, but did ftrive with them losg,and gave them 
ſpace to repent, but rey repented not, )therefore their deltruction 
1s of themſelves, for when he would ave gachered them they 
would not : therefore (I ſay / its of themſclves that they are left. 
ſodefolation , yet there is a remnant in tacmidſt- of thee, 6 Oh 
Eng/2nd) whoſe day is not yet over, and them he will ſpare, and 
wiil gather thein to himſelf, and they i141] fee the path of Life,and 
hear the voice of the Bridesroom ottheir ſouls, and underſtand 
the things that. belongs to their everlaſting peace and ſhall be 


Slad,and rejoyce in his great Salvation, 
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The 


/V hore Unvalled, 


Or the Myſtery of the Deceit of the 


CHURCH ROME 


REVEALED. 


BEING 


A brief Anſwer to a Book, Entituled, The Reconciler of Re- 
}Jligions ,, or, A Decider of all Controverſies in Matters of Faith ; 
Written by a profeſſed Roman Catholick,, who ſubſcribes his 
name A.FS. in which he endeavourcd to prove the Church of 
Rome to be the True Church ;, But what his Arguments therein 
produced are worth for his purpoſe, may here be ſeen in this 
following Treatiſe, 

Alſo his RefleRtions upon the Principles of the People, called 
Duakers, Anſwered. 

With a brief Diſcovery of thz true Church, in which the Do-. 
arine of Perfeftion 13 Vindicated by ſound ( Scripture ) 
Arguments. | 

Whereunto is added the 14th Chapter of A. S. his Book, in + 
which he declares the Proceſtant, or SeQarian Miniſters, not 
to be true Preachers, nor ſent of God, which ? thought meet - 
ro publiſh herewith , that the SeRtarians, og Epiſcoparians -. 
may Anſwer for themſelves, 

0 1h>4 that dweleſt xepon many Waters, abeundant in Treaſures, thine 
End is come, and the IMeaſire of thy Covarouſneſe, Jer. 51.13. 
For ont of the North there cometh «p 4 i\ation avair/* ner which ſhall 
make her land 4elolate, and none ſhall dwell ther-in CaaP. JO. 3. 

Aai a mighty Angel took, 19 a great ſtone, !ibe a milf one, and caſt it . 
into the Seazſaying ,T k115 with violence ſoall that preat C:ry Babylort , 
be il:rown down; and (5: be found A; wore at all, Rev. 18. 2t. 
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Tt the Reader. 


« 
© 


Reader; od 
Lthouzh the Author of the pretended Reconciler 
of Religions, did,in the concluſton thereof , ſeem 
to Challenge an An{wer to all Particulars therein laid 
down, according to the Chapters and Numbers thereof , 
yet 1 did not l:ok upon bis Challenge to be any Obligation 
tome, to proceed according to his Direftions , neither 

indeed was it needfull or neceſſary, that 1 ſhould anſwers 
his deſire therem ; for it would hve required more time 
then I was willing to [pare for that work, and more la- 
bour then I was willmg to beſtow about it ; bes auſe there 
is an eaſi er way, which T have taken to do the Work, as 
effeflual, as though I had gone through with every 
particuler there m ſerted : For when the Foundation 
of a Building is Raced, the whole Building will fall 
as effeftually, as though a man ſhould begin at the top, 

and pull down all, one St:ne after another ; and with a. 

ere.t deal leſs lo 'buur it is doze: So frr my commodity 1 


Pave obſerved that Rule m anſwering the afare, ef aiaBook, 
TL2 = + 


% 


= 


To the Reader. 
. by Racing the F oundation of the ( ontents thereof, 
Th anſwers the chief Heads, by which be therein en- 
deavoured to prove the Chl of Rome to be the 
True { burch , upon which all the reſt of his Book hath 
its dependancy : and thoſe Heads, or Particulars being 
confuted, the reſt muſt of (them elves needs fall, or f ) 
neceſsity be of no validity, and fo not Worth pending 
Ink and Paper about ; pon conjideration of which, 
doubt not but the Reader will find as good 6M 
attion in. What IT have hear written concerning the 
( hurch of Rome, as though I had anſwered all his 
particulars particu larly. And if, 0 to the Grace of God do 


1 commend thee. 
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The V Vhore Unyail'd, &c. 


Reat is the controverſie at this day throughout 
Chriſtendom concerning the way of Worſhip and 


Salvation, and great is the contufion that is about 
Faith, and Religion, &c. even amongſt all profeſſing 
Chriftianityz and many , and cruel are the murthers, 
that have been acted by them, one againſt another, about 
Faith, and Worthip, fince the Apoſtacy began ; and fince 
people ;orſook the right way, and went in Cains way, and 
in Balars, Jude ver. Ii. For then perſecution began a- 
monsgſt the proſeſt Chriſtians, andjnot betore ; and when 
the right way was forſaken, then people went into Envy; 
and then they withſtood the truth; even as Fannes, and 
F.ambres withſtood Moſes ; and then they began to be ſcar- 
cred (trom the holy Mountain of the Lord, where no- 
chings hurts, nor deſtroys) to the barren mountains, where 
they have been deſtroying one another z and there (in the 
dark and cloudy day of Antichriſt's reign) they have been 
worthipping the many headed Beaſt , (that then aroſe) and 
alſo the Dragon,that gave power to the Beaſt to make War 
with the Saints;and they who have been worſhipping upon + , 
06 120untain, they have cryed ſalvation is here : And 
they who have been worthipping another head, or upon 
another hill,chey have cried that ſalvation was to be found 
there : (For the ſcver Hcads of the Beaſt are ſeven Moun- 
tains upon which the \// hore ſits, that drinks the Blood of 
the Saints.) And ©. -y tell out one with another abqut- 
the way of Salyation,& upon theſe barren a 
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44 The Whore Unvail'd, &c. 
which people arc in looking for Salvation) the trite and 
the envy hath been : And there people hath been killing 
03e another about the way, and themfelves all out of 
the way, in an Antichriſtian, deſtroying, perſecuting 
ipirit, as their fruits declare ; for the Spirit of Chriſt ne- 
verlcd the true Chriſtians to perſecute any about Religi- 
on ; neither doth any who are in the right way, killand 
deſtroy mens lives about Religion z Nay, they that do fo, 
are not true Chriſtians, but of an Antichriſtian ſpirit ; for 
I reſtifie in the Name of rhe Lord, and for God, that the 
Spirit of Chriſt doth not (nor never did) admit, or allow of 
perſecution , or of deſtroying mens lives about Wor- 
ſhip, and Faith towards God z ncither are any of them 
true Chriſtians (whatſoever they profeſs) that are tound 
ſo doing, | 
For it is not a bare profeſſion of Chriſt, and of zeal for 
his cauſe, and crying up Ordinances, &'c. that makes 
people true Chriſtians, or that gives them acceptance with 
God,or will make them well-pleaſing unto God , ' But,that 
which makes a man a true Chriſtian, is (his obedience 
unto) that Spirit, which baptizeth into the true Faith, 
by which Righteouſneſs is wrought, Heb. 11. 33. andin- 
to Chriſt, who is the Author of faith, and will bring him 
to have the mind of Chriſt (as the true Chriſtians had) 
and will make bim partaker of his divine nature, and will 
reach him to live ſoberly , rightcouſly, and godly in 
this preſent World, and todo to all mep,as he would they 
ſhould do unto him, which is accordiig to the Law and 
Prophets, that Chriſt cameto fulfil: And indecd,therc is 
nothing that can bring a man into this true Chriſtian ſtate, 
bur only the working and operation of the Spirit of Chriſt 
in his inward parts, which all oaght to obey and ſubmit un- 
to: Forzthe perſecuting Jews, who were uncircumciſed in 
| heart, 


le LS 


The Whore Unvail'd;. Mc, | A5 
heart and cars, -and did alwaies reſiſt the holy Ghoſt; - they 
profeſſed” as great Zeal for God, and his Cauſe, *as the 
A poſtate ChriÞ1ans now do;and they look'd for the coming -- 
of the lah, of whom all the mompccs prophefied, and. 
profeſſed they would Adore him, and Reverence him, &c. -- _4 
and ſaid, That, if they had been in the dayes of theit Fathers, 
they woul1 not have ſlain the Prophets, Mart. 23. 31. who 
propheſicd of the coming of Chriſt ; and ſo they had 
ſeemingly 2 great Zeal for God, and his Trach : Bur, 
alas ! a Murdering ſpirit was found in them ; for, not- 
withſtanding they. protefiled, That they would not have kilPd 
the Prophets ; yet they kill'd the Son, who was the end of 
the Prophets: And although the Prophets ſignified the 
Time when, Daz, 9. 24. and the Place, where the Meſſah 
ſhould be born, Mc. 5. 2. yet when he was come, accor- ' 
ding to the Prophets, which they proſcſt; theſe Pro- 
feſling Fews would not own him, nor reccive him, Fohyx x. 
11. becauſe he reprov'd their Hypocriſie, and their Mur- 
dering ſpirit, Fohn $. 49. but they Crucified and Slew 
Him. Ry: $ 

And this is the very State of the Apoſtate Chriſtians * **:: | 
this day : For who is there now amongſt them, but will pro- = 
teſs as great Love to Chriſt, as the Far in Chriſt s dayes 
did to the Prophets, who propheſicd of him ?. and who is 
there now agg" them, Pat will ſay; Had we beenin Ps- 
Late's dayes, ould not have crucified Chrif, noxdeli- 
vered him up to be crucificd (as the Jews ſaid of the Pro- 
»hets) yet, notwithſtanding their ſo ({ying, they do as the 

ews did: for, now in this day of his ſpiritual appearance 
(which they projeſs they look for, and expe) they. are *- 
found perſecuring of him in his Members, under the fame 
pretence , that theſews perſecuted him in their day» 
emer; &c. And ſo the Perlecunons 
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$6. - The Whore Unvail'd, Oc, | 
were in all ages blinded by the godd of the World, whe 
was a murtherer from the beginning ; and though they 
could ſee the iniquiries of their fathers and predeceſſors, 
in perſecuting and killing the Prophets, yet the cavy of 


their hcarts. was ſuch, that they could not ſee their own 


iniquities, in perſecuting and ſlaying the Son, who was 
greater than the Servants, whom their fathers {lew : ſo, 
as I ſaid before, it is not a profcfſion of Chriſt, and his 
Ordinances, or zeal for his cauſe; that makes people true 
Chriſtians z neither is God Worthipped upon aiy of thoſe 
mountains where the perſecuting and deſtroying one ano- 
ther is; but the Worſhip of God conſiſteth in obedi- 
ence to that Spirit of Truth, which condemns all thoſe 
works of darkneſs and cruelty, and in his own Mountain 
of Holineſs, where nothing hurts nor deſtroys, Iſa. 11. 9, And 
{uch 15 the Father now ſeeking to worſhip him, that will 
worſhip him there; and is now gathering his Sheep from off 


the barren Mountains, upon which the W hore fits, (where 


'they have been ſcattercd in the dark and cloudy day of An- 


ckriſt's reign, and where the Wars and Fightings are) ever 


to his own Holy Mountain, where they (hall learn war no. moye, 


Ifa. 2. 4. And this is the work that the Envious, and Mur- 
therous one oppoſeth, and beſtirs himſelf with all his 
itorce and might, in his Inſtruments of Cruelty, and Men 
of War, arming of them with all kin reapons that 
poſſibly he can form, to fight againſt thiFAppcarance and 
Work of God, for ſo it hath bcen, that ſince we (who 
are reproachiully called Quakers) were raifcd up to bea 
pcople, to bear Teſtimony tor the Name of the Lord, and 


_ of the working of his Spirit. and Power, we have alwayes 


been evcn asa Butr, tor all the Archers of B:bylon (even 
irom every Mountain) to ſhoot at : and our ſufferings 


have ior becn only in our perſons, and eſtates, as the 


ſpoyl- 


| | The Whore Unvail d, &e, "+.-.*. 
ſpoyling of our goods, and ſcourgings, and cruel 'mock: 
ings, and imprifonments (many unto death, as this Na- 
tion to her anguiſh muſt be made co know) butevenall 
forts of Babylons Merchants, (or they that- trades it every 
part of her, or within her Subburbs) have oft made it their 
buſineſs, to write and printagainſt us, endeavouring there- 
by as much as#in them lay, ro render us odious,- (to our 
own Nation, and to Nations about us) under pretence 
that we were Papiſts, and Jeſuirs,” and that we propagates 
Jeſuirical Principles, &c, buftthey being almoſt, if nor 
altogether, weary of that work, finding it to be co n0 
purpoſe,. (for the truth which we profeſs hath ſtili got 
grout, and flouriſherh chrough all theſe things) now at 
aſt, the Papiſts, or Jeſuits themſelves, (who, I perceive 
have a ſecret hope of a day once more in this Nation,) 
they begin to put out their heads, and to print againſtus 
and ſo both Proteſtants and Papiſts, even-ev ead and 
horn of the Beaſt, after whom the whole World wonders, 
are found 7 Aye the Lamb and the Saiats,. - Rev. 
17. 14. Forot Ine acertain Pamphlet accidentally came 
co my hands, written by a perke& Roman Catholick, who 
ſubſcribed his name A. S. in which he ſeems to. ſhew 
himſelf ſenſible of the great diſtractions that are through- 
out the whole Chriſtendom, about the true way of worthip, 
- andconcerning the true Church, and firſt ſtares a Quelti- 
on, vis, which is this Church ? &c, and afterwards makes 
it his buſineſs to prove the Church of Rome to be this true 
Church, and that by divers Arguments by him ſtated in 4 
Syllogiſtical manner : AndI alfo finding the Author of 
the aforeſaid Pamphler therein ſmiting at the People of 
God called Quakers, and endeavouring to render them 
odious, by afhirming they are led by a deſuding ſpirit, 6c: 
I found my felt ſomewhat Tr wat coreturn a brief reply 
| H | . 


38 TheWhoreayaih d, On. 

ro his chief Arguments therein-produced,by which hehath 
m,yain) egdeayour'd-to accomplith the. aforeſaid work by 
bim undertaken. Llizgs T53A.:13 ui 
>> 8, His firſt Argument ,;- produred to.proye, the 
 Chireh of Rome ro; be the true Church: ,- conſiſteth,. of 
nine ' particulars, as followeth z wiz. -, That 5 the, trac 
Church , and. uo other, which is one, Holy Catholick , and 
dpoſtolick Church, Which is viſible, infallible, merrable, in mhich 
s power of-: miracles, out of © which none i\can be ſaved ;. Bat 
#he. Roman. .Pontificial, that i to ſay ,', the Faithful . Peo- 
ple, Sſperſed | dll: the. World - over., in communion with 
the high Prieſt, Biſhop, or -Pope of Rome « ſuch, and 
no other ; Therefare the. Roman Pontificial alone s the true 
Church. | COL. 1 £501 39 764 Od 5.01 
. *, Reply. . To, which-I reply, that the true Ghurchs 
of which Chriſt alone is Head ,. and; Supreme Gover- 
nourgis in it ſelf one, holy, Apoſtolick © hurch, &c. I ſhall 
not go about todeny: Butas touching that grar.d Queſtion 
by 4. s. ſtated before his Argument. here inſerted (v7z,) 
which is this Church, ' &c,. 1 anſwer, this is a thing 187 
deed diſputable amongſt many, yea, amongſt many thou- 
ſands, yer not at all queſtionable, nor yet doubc;ul uata 
me; for I am well fatisficd herein, and in_ all other 
things that appertain rg the'way or Lile and SaJvation, 
but that the Church of . Rowe | is the: true. Church, . (as 
A.S. affirmeth, and by his many Arguments hath eadea- 
youred to, prove) Ido not acknowledge, bur deny,. and: 
doubt not bur I ſhall , in-this ſhore, enſui:g Trcatiſe, 
prove the contrary, tothe SatisfaGion ot every jadicious 
Reader. Fil ooh tg 26 EET. 3 
- Firſt, Alchough thetra&Church,of which Chriſtis inyift- 
ble Head,is one yet the oneneſs of the © hurch ol Romeis not. 
#duficicnt Argument to/prove her tobe the true hnicty 


c 


ap The. WhettUnvaild; &e. 5» 
for wherein'doth heroneneſs conſiſt; farther then in 1d6; 
latry, Superſtition, Murther, and ſuch like abominationy, 
of which: much -might be mentioacd {which was-never 
practiſed by:the. true: Charch in the Apoſtles dayes) bur 
in ; theſe things the Church of. Rowe 15 one : Witneſs 
her Worſhipping Idols, or Images, bowing! to. that the 
calls her Altars,, -and the reſt'of 'her Supeſtitious Ce- 
remonies z .,witneſs the Killing, "Burning, or Drinking 
the Blood -of fomany Thouſands;as ſhe hath done for any 
hundred yeares paſt, as the whole Chriſtendom full we 
knows z ; therefore the Church of Roxe:is not the true 
Chuck 1-154 .-, | | ITT 
Secondly,” And cenſider, was nbt the company of Prieſts 
onc in, Hofea's, dFyes, ' who/murthered in the = Can 
 ſent> whom'the Prophet comparcd, to troops of Robbers; 
Hoſ. 6. 9. And is not the Church of Rome one as they were? 
for hath not ſhe murthered many (by conſent of molt of her, 
members)ia the way that ſhe is in? conſider theſe things. 
Buc then A. $, ſaith, That ſhe ts one in matters of Faith, and 
governed by ontiinviſible Head, Chriſt ;” and by one viſible Head, 
the Pope, the true Succeſſor of Peter, &c. and therefore ſhe 
s the trpe Church. , Ford 
Anſw, 1... TI anſwer; that the is perfeatly uniced in 
matters'of Faith, + utterly deny : witneſs che: Hiſtory: 
of the Counſel of Trent., which copiouſly relates' the: 
Divigons aud Contradictions amongſt them there about 
rmattcrs of Faith, But admit that it wereſo, that ſhe were 
one itz matters. of Faith, that. doth not prove her to be 
the true! Church, unleſs ſhe could prove her Faith to, be « 
the true Faith; by. which righteouſneſs. is wrought > Heb. 
11. 13. ÞAnd which is made perfett by works of righte-". 
ouſneſs; . Fames 2.” 2:2, Bur the Faighotthe Cinch of Rome 
is not the true Faith; (as her works of unrighteouſnels:| 
238 H hb 2 betore 
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os _ The Whore Unvail d, Oc. 
before mentioned clearly make manifeſt) therefore che 
Church of Rome isnot the true Church. 

Secondly, That the Church of Rowe is governed by one 
inviſible Head, Chriſt, that I alſo deny, and her fruits 
before mentioned, and that which I ſhall hereafter mention, 
ſufficiently declares the contrary ; and as Chriſt ſaid to 
the Jews, If you were of Abraham, you would do the works of 
Abraham, but now you go about to kill me ;, thus did not Abra- 
ham. So ſay Iof the Church of Rome, If ſhe were go- 
verned by « & one inviſible Head, Chriſt, as the true 
Church was, then ſhe would have the mind of Chriſt, 
(who came not to.deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them) 
as the true Church had, 1 Corinth. 2. 16. but the hath 
not the mind of Chriſt : Witneſs her deſtroying the 
lives of many, not onely of thoſe that believe not, but 
of thoſe that believe : Therefore ſhe is not governed by the 
inviſible Head, Chriſt, and conſequently is not the. 
true Church, burthe W hore that drinks the blood of the 
Saints. ; | 

Thicdly, But that the Church of Rome is governed by 
her viſible Head, the Pope, I ſhallnot go about ro con- 
tradict; for although that proves her robe one, in ſub- 
jection to the Pope, yet it doth not prove. her to be 
the true Church ; becauſe Chriſt never ordained a viſible 
Head to his Church; but that the Pope is the- true 
Succeſſor of Peter (as A. S. affirms) thatI do deny, and 
it remaias for him to-prove- it, or for ſome of his Ser- 
vant, todoitforhim ; for after Peter was converted, he: 
never cave conſent to the murthering of any, as the Pope 
hath done many , Therefore he is not the truc Succeſſor of 
Peter. 

:2.” That the trae Chu c'1 i5 holy ; or (as A. 8. ſaith the 
ſpotleſs Body of Chriſt, that Ido acknowleds , "= me 
= | _ 
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The Whore Unuail'd, &c. 6t- 
Church of Rome (of which the Pope is viſible head) is not 
holy, nor the ſpotleſs Body of Chriſt. " 
* 3; For the ſpotleſs Body of Chriſt (the true Church) 
was baprized with the holy Ghoſt and with fire, the 
Spirit of Judgment and of burning, and thereby her filch | 
| and her ſpots were purged away from her, and the was 
waſhed from Idolatry and- covetouſneſs, &c. as: the 
Apoſtles teſtified, 1 Cor. 6: 17. and thereby ſhe was fitted 
for Gods'Kingdom,-.and was made ro fit together in hea- 
venly places in Chriſt Jeſus, and had the mind of Chriſt, 
2 Cor.-2, 16, who'came nor to deſtroy mens lives, &c., 
Luk. g. 56. But the Church of Rome is not waſhed from 
Idolatry, nor free from Murther, as her worſhipping of 
Idols or Images doth reſtifhie, and as her killing and de- 
ſtroying about Religion, and Worſhip beareth witneſs 
(which the Spirit of Chriſt never allowed of, not the ſpor- 
leſs Body of Chriſt never practiſed.) Therefore the Church 
of Rome is not holy, nor the ſpotleſs Body of Chriſt. - 
And asto that affttrmarion of 4. S. inthe third Number of 
his firſt Chapter (viz.) Every man as he is Regenerated inChriſt, 
and a member. of his bidy, is holy, and 4 Saint, though as he us the 
Son of Adam, be is a lyar and 4 finner. | 
Anſw. To this I anſwer , That the moſt part of 
all the Secaries in the World will joyn with him in'that 
particular'; ' therefore he nced not ſo much cry againſt 
them : bur the True Church will not own that I octrine, 
neirher can Town it, becauſe it is the Doctrine of Fevils, 
and the Spirit of God teſtifies againſt it. For it is impoſh- 
ble for any man to be both a Saint anda finner at one ſeaton *? 
for i*that could be, then mighta man ſerve rwo Maſters, 
which Chriſt ſaid could not be, Zak. 16. 13. And the 
Apoſtle ſaid, © He that commits ſin.zs the Servant of ſin, Joh, 8. 
34. and isfrce from righteoninefs, Rom. 6: 22. So hath no 
- part 
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EI The Wha ttwwail d; Oc. F God: And 
. part: in Chriſt, who is the righteouſneſs of God. , An 
" hoſocher rs or Ce LyE » . thall, yoc eater 
the Holy Cityz which is the true Church, Revel. 21.47. 
. Therelore is no member of ir. Now: let, ., 8... conſider 
his Tgnorance,. for. according; to. his. .own.conteffion, the 
true Church is built of living belicvers\(clect and preci- 
ous) but he that is a lyer and aſinner,, is dead { for the ſoul 
that ſins (hall dye,, Ezek., 38.; 4,);Fherclore,; he, thax, 15/4 
Lyer and a Sinner, is; 80ba-lfyjag, Belicycr ,, nor. yer 
holy, anda Saint: Yer: I donot deny, but thar be.that 1s 
. _ regenerated in Chriſt, and 'is baprizcd -into, him, | and 
"is thereby made a member of his ſpotleſs body,. is boly 
and a Saint , , for by and through the ſecond Adam, he 
is redeemed-out ot. the firſt fallen Adaps ſtate, * 
Wecll;. bur z. S. ſaith, [That all the members of the Church 
of Rome are baptized and ſanitified in Chriſt,, and that al 
her Inſtitutes and Ceremonies, ; Cc, are holy, ;and therefere ſhe 6 


holy. Palo TEadsIn "EFT EREO LT) 

_Ar(w. ldeny it, and he. cannot proye its. far all who 
are ities th Chriſt. (and. are fandific 0 3 xry ae 
put on Chriſt, G1. 3. 27. anddoth live holy, :and have 
the mind of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 2, 16, Bur the Church of Rgrre 
hath not che mind of Chriſt, neither doth ſhe live holy 
(as atore proved ,,) Therefore :the, is nog holy., Andas 
concerning her Inſtitutions and Ceremonies, as Bowing tg 
Images, and Altars, and ſuch things we neyer read that 
the holy Church in the Primitive times, did practice ſuch 
Chungs therefore we have no ground to believe they are 

O y. - | 'r TH $2 71 | 

3- That the trne Churchis Catholjck or.Univerſal;I hall 
nat 20 about to deny: but Idodeny that the Univerfality of 
the Church of Rowe, is a {ufficient Argumenc to prove her 
bo. be the truc Church , for conſider. :, 1, 1, , 4 
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"Selinger. © @- 
1. What Church is 'mbre Utiiverfal” ehen the great 
Whore, {the falſe Church) who hath a name written, 
MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF H ARLOTS AND ABOMIN 4- 
TION OF THE E ARTH, Rev. 79. 5. Who fits upoa- 
the many waters, which arc Nations, Kindreds, Tongues, 
and People ? Rev, 17.15, Anddid not the Whole World, 
wonder after the Beaſt ,that carries the W hore? Rev. 13. 3. 
And did ſhe tiot fit'as a Queen over them all, with hcr 
({air Profeſſion, or) golden cupin her hand,full of Abornina- 
tions, and Filthineſs of her Fornication ? Rev. 18. 7. and 
17, 4 And did not all the Inhabirants of the'Earth, and 
the Kings of the Earth drink of the'Wine of her Fornicati- 
on, and commit. Fornication with her, Rev. i'8: 3.'&-17. 2. 
(Mark) how. utiiverfal was this great Whore, the-talfc 
Church , and” how confident ſhe was? for the faid in 
her. heart, that ſhe jhould ſee no ferrow, Rev. 18. 7.-And 
did ſhe not glorifie her ſelf, and reign guer the kings of the Earth 2 
Rev, 17, £8, mark this thing. Is nor- this the' very ſtare 
of the Church of Rowe now at this Uay ?, doth ſhe not 
reign over.the Kings of the Earth, and'over the In- 
habitants of .the- Fart 2 ard hath ſhe not fo donc long, 
evcn {or many. ages Witneſs'Fox his Adsand Mout- 
ments ,, the 2 Yoluame , Which copiouſly- relates the 
Authority: the, hath © exerciſed over Kings', andihow 
Pore Adrian made Fredricws the Emperour hold his: 
ſtirrup while he cot upon his horſe, yea, avd ſhent him 
tor his pains, becavte the poor Empcrour ©(not being us'd + 
to, that work) held his ſtirap®on, the wroz.glide of bis 
Elec. 1% - $-mgs w_y— 
And again, Did not the great 'Whore'( which, John 
ſpake of) drink the blood of the Saints and Martyrs of- "A, aa 
given | 


gs Rev, 47.6. Ard was ſhe not to have bl ro. 
__ drink 2: 
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"> The Whare Mlwwaitd, Os. | 
. part: in Chriſt, who is the righteouſneſs of God. , Ang 
whoſoever loveth or maketh. a, oy »  thall nor cater 
the Holy Cityz which is the true Church, Revel, 21.47. 
. Therelore is no member of ig. Now! let. 2.8. . conſider 
His Tgnorance,. for. according; to his .awn confeſſion, the 
true Church is built of living belicvers: (elect and preci- 
ous) burhe thats a lyer and aſianer,, is dead { for the ſou 
that ſins (hall dye,, Ezek., 18., 4,);Fhgrclore,; he thay, is/a 
. _Lyer and a Sinner , is; B0baliyiog, Belicycr », nor, YET 
holy, and aSaint: Yer Ido not deny, but that be.that is 
. regenerated in Chriſt,: and 'is baptizcd -into, him, ' and 
"is thereby made a member of his ſpotleſs body,. is boly 
and a Saint , . for by and through the ſecond Adm, he 
1s redeemed out of. the firſt fallen Adams ſtate,; $1 | 
Well; . bur . S. ſaith, [That all the members of the Church 
of Rome are baptized and ſandtified in Chriſt, and that all 
oy Inſtitutes and Ceremonies, ;&c,, are holy, and therefere ſhe is 
oly. loft od 00 evigh 1rgazi wan, 
 Arſw. Ideny it, ,and he, cannot proye its. for all who 
arc baptized _ Chriſt. (and. are nctificd A ore 
put 01 Chriſt, Gl. 3. 27, anddoth live holy, :and have 
the mind of Chriſt, 1 Cor..2. 16, Burt the Church of, Rome 
hath not the mind of Chriſt, neither doth ſhe live holy 
_ (as atore-proved, ) Therefore :the, is nox holy., Andas 
concerning her Inſtitutions and Ceremonies, as Bowing tg 
Images, and Alrars, and ſuch things we neyer read that 
the holy Church in the Primitive ttmes; did practice ſuch - 
Change ; therelore we have no ground to believe they are 
oly. | "HZ GRE SOISIEG 
3. That the trne Church is Catholjck or.Univerſal;I ſhall 
nat 20 about to deny: but Idodeny that the Univerfality of 
the Church of Rome, is a ſufficient Argument to prove her 
bs be the truc Church , for conſider. ', 1, 1; , - 
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1 ' Yhe Whore Unveil d, af - WEE a 
1. Whar Church is'more Univerſal” then the great 

Whore. (the falſe Church) who'hath a name wrirten, ' 
MYSTERY ' BABYLON. THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF H ARLOTS-AND ABOMIN 4- 
TION OF THE E ARTH, Rev.79. 5. Who fits upoa- 
che many waters, which arc Nations,Kindreds, Tongues, 
and People ? Rev, 17.15, Anddid not the Whole World, 
wonder after the Beaſt,that carries the W hore? Rev. 13. 3. 
And did ſhe tiot fitas a Queen overthem all, with her 
(fair Profeſſion, or) golden cupin her hand,full of Abotnina- 
tions, and Filthinelſs of her Fornication ? Rev. 18. 7. and 
17. 4 And did not all the Inhabirants of the'Earth, and 
the Kings of the Earth drink of the'Wine of her Fornicati- 
on, and commit Fornication with her, R&v. x8; 3;\&-17- 2. 
(Mark) how. untiiverfal was this great Whore, the"talte 
Church , and how confident ſhe was.7 for the faid in 
her heart, that ſhe ſhould ſee no ſorrow, Rev. 18. 7.-And 
did the not glorifie her ſelf,, and reign guer the kings of the Earth 2 
Rev. 17, 28, mark this thing, Is nor- this the very ſtate 
of the Church of Rowe now at this day ?, doth ſhe not 
r5igg over.the Kings of the Earth, and over the In- 
habitants of .the- Parti 2 and hath ſhe not fo donc long, 
evcn {or many. ages” Witneſs Fox his Adtsand- Mozu- 
ments ,, the rg Polume , Which 'copiouſly- relates the 
Authority: the hath © exerciſed "over Kings'; ardihow 
Pore Adrian made Fredricw 'the Emperour hold his: 
ſtirrup while he ot upon his horſe; yea, and ſhent him 

lor his pains, ,becavte the poor Empcrour (not being us'd + 
to, thar' work) held his ſtirrap*on, the wro.gfide of bis 

TL T wha och 

And again, Did not the great 'Whore (which, Jobs 
| ſpake of) drink the blood of the Saints 41d Martyrs of. "+; ab 
as Rev,,47.6. Ard was ſhe not to bave bloodgivoa! _— 
ho {cle 8 Ink 7: 
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6g | The Whore Unvail'd, O&c. 
drink ? And hath not the Church of Rome drunk the blood 
of many thouſands of the Saints and Martyrs of Jeſus ? 
Surely che Hiſtog&s of many Generations paſt will teſtifie 
ſhe hath : Therefore ſhe js not the true Church, but the 
W hore. 1 | 

And have not many Natioas gone into her, and com- 


mitted fornication with her ? and doth ſhe nor fit upon 


many Waters? the People, Kindreds, Tongues, and Na- 
tions ? and this kind of univerſality” ſhe makes uſe of, as 
an argument to prove that ſhe is the true Church: which 
may be truly ſaid to be a part of her Witchcrafts and Sor- 
ceries, with which ſhe hath long bewitched the Nations, 
even all this long nightof Apoſtacy, in which Antichriſt 
bath reigned, who hath blinded the inviſible eyein peo- 
ple, and with this ſame pictiful ſhallow ſtuff ſhe would fain 
ſtill blind that eye which God hath opened in us: Bur 
bleſſed bethe Lord, theday is dawned which makes all 
chings manieſt, 

Secondly, And farther, conſider what a ſlender, or 
bliad Argumear it is, to plead univerſality to prove the 
Church of Rome to be the true Church. Surely A.S. did 
not coaſfider, chat they are many, who goes in the broad 
way that leads to deſtruction, and that the whole World 
wondred after the Beaſt that carries the W hore, the falſe 
Church, neither did he conſider that they are .bur few 
who finds (and walks in) the ſtraight way which leads un- 
to lite; for had he confidered theſe t ings, he would 
have been aſhamed to have produced ſuch an Argument 
to prove the Church of Rome to be the true Church, Bur irs 
clear that the uiverſal Church of Rowe fits upon rhe many 
Watcrs, andreigns over the Kings of the Earth,and goes in 


the broad way ; Theretore ſhe is not the true © hurch, bur 


the W hore. ; 
a Fourthly, 
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The Whore Wnvath d, Os. 65 
-'Fourthly, Again,” That the true Churchis Apoſtolick , 
and- built upon the Foundation of the holy Apoſtles and 
_ Prophets, Eph; 2. 20. and was- propagated through the 
World bythe Apoſtles, roam gpang ir wy but that the 
EThurch of Rome is Apoſtolick, or had her beginning in 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, (as 4. $. afhirmeth) or that ſhe was 
- propagated through the ,World bythe Apoſtles, in that 
AG pine dCaremonics, worſhipping of Idols, or Images, 
Murrhering the People of » :&c.) in which, ſhe now 
ſtands, that I do deny, and its Abomination in A. S. toat- 
frm at. For conſider ; We. 
Furſt, (When, or where did Ghriſt, or his Apoſtles 
begin: the :praftice of Bowing to, Images, or Worſhip- 
ping Idols 2 or when did any of them Bow to an; Alter 
of Wood, or: Pray with-a String of Beads, or Pray to 
Saintrs,or carry a Silver,or WoodenCrols about with them, 
or Murder any becauſe they.were not of their Faith * The 
Churchof Rowe cannot proye that ever Chriſt or his Apo- 
ſtles began,orprattiſed:any of theſe things; nor that they 
were-in being in their dayes, wedefie them but theyare 
inventions: ſet up in the falſe Church, in thedark Night 
of .Apoſtacy, ithat hach been over the Nations finge the - 
Apoſtles dayes,: and are. practiſed in the Church of Raye 
ws day; ;Theretore,the is not Apoſtolick, but Apoſtare 
like, | 
Fifthly; Tbat the true Chutch,or the Mcmbers of itare 
viſible, I ſhall notdeny ; and that ſhe is che Light of the 
World, I doxonteſs., but that the Church of Rowe, is the 
true Church,orche Light of the,World,becauſe ſhe is vii; 
ble,that Ido not acknowledge,but deny.; for although the 
true Church,or che Mcmbers of it, are viſible, yet ſo is thE- 
Whore alſo; ': 11 | ol 3 218þ 21G , ri , 
| | EI gs - 
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"66 The Whore Wavwazil d, Fe. 
But then ſome will ſay, How are they then-to..be 
- diſtinguiſhed © Firſt, I anſwer, By rheir fruits? as Chriſt 
faid, wenido not gather grapes of thorns, nar figs of #hifites, 
Matth. 7. 16. - neither can one Fountain, ſend forth butet Watts 
ad ſweet, James 3.12. nr a gord Tree cannot bring forth bad 
 frutt 5 Bur the: viſible Church of Rome brings forth bad 
fruits, and ſends forth bitter Waters, as the Cruelties 
exerciſed by her, and the Murthers ſhe hath acted tor Ages 
paſt reſtifieth; and-as the' Idolatries exerciſedin her.ta 
this day (as before mentioned) witnefſeth ; For ſuch 
things was never exerciſed by, nor in the true Church, :in 
Chriſts nor the Apoſtles dayes z theretore though the 
© Churchof Rome be vilible, yet her fruirs teſtifieth, that ſhe 
is not the true Church. | 5,1 Ya 
_ * Secondly, AgainA. $. ſaith, (and diabolically affirms in | 
the ſecond Page of his pretended Reconciler ot-Religions} 
That the true Church is compoſed of both good and bad, wheaty 
and tares ; which Ido abominateto acknowledge, and 35 
blaſphemy in him to affirm : for the true Church is built 
of Living Stones, x Pet. 2. 5.Eletf and Precious z Or (as 
A. S$. affirmeth) of living Believers: but no living 
Belisvers can bc truly called the bad, nor the tares, but 
ele and precious , andallthat are living,or precious, are 
goods therefore the true Church is built of che good 


Thirdly, but if the Church of Chriſt (which Z. S. 
in his ſecond page, affirmeth is the Kingdom of Chriſt) 
be compoſed ot both good and bad, ' then 
to his own affirmation, the Kingdom of Chriſt is parr 
good, and part bad, which is horrid blaſphemy in A, .$; ro 


Oh groſs darkneſs and confuſion ! Art thous Menber 
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 TheWhire Unvaifd, oe. 65" 
ef the Church that (calls ic'ſelf the hight of the World * 


Oh, dark,” dull, gloomy light ! the Lord God Almigh-- 
ry bring all hispeo le our 5 dark Cell, that they may 
walk in his marvellousLight,which makes all things mani- 


feſt of whar ſorr it is.. 
© Fourthly,” Bur if you ſay that Chriſt-likened the 
Kingdom to a Net that was caſt into the Sea, which - 
gathered ofall Kinds, -——I anſwer he did ſo, yet when - 
xx came to Land, there was none compoſed, or gathered .- 
into the veſſels, but the good only, and the: bad were. 
caſt away, Matth. 13. 48. Therefbre the true Church 
ne compoſed. of both good and bad, bur of the good 
Fifthly, but if you obje&;that the tares and wheat were 
| both to grow together in che'Fleld 3 F afiſwer, they 
Were ſo untill the Harveſt , (and the Fleld # the World, 
Mat. 23. 39. but the true Church is nor of the World, . 
Foh. 15. 14. ) bur when the Reapers were- ſeat forth 
(which were the Angels, thathad the Gofpel ro'preach, 
Rev. 14. 6. who. went to diſciple people, ,and robap- 
tize them into the true Church, Xar, 28. 19.) Their: 
Commiſſion was to compoſe or gather the Whear only, . 
and to ſeperare the Tares from it, and to bind thetn' in” 
bundles for-the Fire, Mat, 13. 39: and therefor the truc - 
Church isnor compoſed of both Whearang Tafes, bur of- 
Whearonly... ROE ang... 
Sixthly, Farther; If you ſay that. there were ſome” in, the | 
cue Churtch,in the Apoſtles days,chatwere falſe brechren, 
and rheſewere bad. Fanfoeer, Though they were amongſt 
them; yet they werenort of them: as the Apoſtle faid, 1 Fob. 
2. 19. Therefore the true Church is nor compoſed of both. . 
goo&andbad;bur of the good only; x A 
LIFTS. UT: 
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'63 The Whore Uprvaif'd,- &c.r 
| But to return to the fifth part of, A.. $:. his ment, 
where he ſaith,That the Church of Rome # known to the, World, 
in —s Biſhops, Paſtors, and Beliewers, &c. Apd therefare ſhe is 
 Anſw. Although that proves her viſible, yet it doth. not 
prove her to be the true Church,bur the contrary z : For he 
true Charch,that was the light of the World, was nat known 
to the World,Fohn 17. 14. but the viſible-Church.of Rowe, 
is known to the World, (as 4. S. himſelf affirmech) theres; 
fore ſhe is not the true Church, but the contrary. _... 
Again, the true Church wreſtled not with fleſhand 
blood, neither were her weapons carnal,but ſpiritual, and: 
ſhe wreſtled with ſpiritual wickedneſles that were in the 
high places, and broke down the ftrong holds of jniquity, 
2 Cor. 10. 3,4, hut the Church of Rome wreſtles with, 
fleſh and Ide, and kills mens bodies about Religion; as, 
che whole Corentn knoweth ; and the ſpiritual wick-, 
edneſſes are ſtill ſtanding in her, as afore proved, arndas all. 
the World ſufficicatly knows; thexetore ſhe js not the true: 
Church: dh eee A | 
Sixthly, The infaflibleneſs of the true Church,of which. 
Chriſt is ſupreme Head & Governour, I do not go about to 
deny 4,out chat the-Church of Rome is infallible, that I do 
Es... ot} Fo | | 424, $4 EET! 11 
Furſt, Alchough ,4..8:, hath affirmed, that ſhe hathal-. 
 waycs remained. fince Chriſt's time unto this day,with- 
out interruption &c. yet he never proved it ; neither 
can he do it, for, as before I have ſaid, we never 
read that the .rrae, C we in $-beilt's dayes was, found, 
in fuch thiags,,, neicher, was ſuch things then fqupd. in. 
her, as is now fourd.in the Church of Kome, an whach the 


Church of Rome is now ſound in: by which it is Clear, wat , 
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__ TheWhoelmou'd, &c.. & 
the hath nor eyes remained ſince Chriſts time inthe 
ſtate ſhe now ſtands. ESE, <1 
_ Secondly, But if the hath alayes remained,figace Chriſt 
time to this day, without interruption (as A. S. ſaith ſhe 
| hath)then ſhe cannot poſſibly be the crue Church ,, forthe 
true Church was interrupted fince the Reſurrection and 
Aſcenſion of Chriſt, (and yet remained, as hereafter I 
ſhall ſhew 5) and in the Apoſtles dayes her interruption 
began,.. and ſome of the Apoſtles foreſaw'it; and ſaid, 
of your ſelves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe. things, Adts 
26, 30. and when they were ariſen, they withſtood the truth, 
a Jannes aud Jambres withſtood Moſes, 2 Tim. 3. 8. ſo here 
the interruption of the true Church began : and-after this 
Fohn ſaw the Dragon (interrupting, or) perſecurinMMer 
into the Wilderacſs, where ſhe had a place prepared of God, 
that they might feed her there, a thouſand, two hunared, and 
threeſcore dayes, Rev.-12. 6. and ver, 13, 14. Concerning 
which, I thall have occaſion to ſpeak more hereafter, ſo. 
on this wife the true Church was interrupted fince Chriſts 
dayes: But A. S. ſaith, that the Church of Rome hath al- 
ways remained fince Chriſts time without interruption g 
Therefore ſhe is not the true Church. 

Thirdly, And whereas A-S. farther ſaith,rhat the Church of 
Romeſball always remain 20 the end of the World, and therefore he ' 
4 infallible.  . ;_ F | | 

[ anſwer, He hath not at all confirmed thar by any - 
proof, neither hath *he any farther proof than his awa../ 
affirmation 3 except he would produce: that' ſaying ; of 
tho Mother: of Harlots, (viz,) 1 it 4s 4 Queen, and am - 
0 Widdew, . and jhall ſee noſorrow, Rev. 18. 7.: Andjiadeed: 
chat would be a very pittiful Argument to prove; the: 
Church of. Rome infallible 3 but none other can; he pro v 
duce (except hecould firſt prove her to bethetrue Churhe!s 

Whic 


7. The pphore Wnvail'd, &c. 
which he is never able to-do, his beſt Argument by which 
he hath. uadertakea it, being already confated) Therefore 
we have aomore cauſe to believe his Afirmatioa, than-we 
have to believe the ſayings of the forementioned Mother 
of Harlots, for they are both alike to us; and. thongh the 
ſaid, the ſhould ſee no ſorrow,yet Fohn(who was in the Spi- 
rit of the Lord) ſaid, that in one day her Deſolation ſhould come, 
Rev. 18.8. And although A. $S. faith, That the Church of 
Rome ſhall almayes remain to the end of the World, yer Ifay, 
inthe Name of the Lord, and by the ſame Spirit that 
Fohn wasin, Thatthe one day, of which Fohn ſpake, 
1s already dawned, in which the Deſolation of that 
Great, Whore, the Church of Rome ſhall come; and as 
fur, as whea Sodom was overthrown, the Cities round 
about it were overthrown alſo; 2 Pet. 2. 9: Fude ver. 7. (0 
certainly, when this great City Babylon is overthrown, and 
made deſolate, the Suburbs thereof fhall be overthrown, 
and made deſolate alſo. The Mouth of the Lord hath 
{poke it, and-therefore ſhe mnſttail in her Propheſies,and 
ceaſe in- her Beeing, which, as A. S. ſaith; che true Church 
cannot. | 
Fourchly, And farther, the Church of Rome is variable 
in her Judgments, as the diverfities of Councels that ſhe 
hath heli concerning matters of Faith,. beareth witneſs 
for the followingGeneral Counſel hath oft-times excluded. 
that; which was concluded on by the former : and ſurely 
borh-cannot be infallible, they being quite contradictory 
_ enetotheother. Read the 15th chapter of F. Z.' his Book. 
eatituled., THE GLOR Y OF THE TRUE 
CHURCH DISCOVERED, &c. wherein:the 
contradictions of the General Counſels which the Church 
of ' Rowe: hath held , are ſufficiently made maniceſt , fo - 
shat 1 Keed not trouble my ſelfro inſert them here : and. 
thereby 


oo ies evident enough, thar theChurch of Rowe is nat 
infallible. WaCz 
"Fifthly, Again, if.4. $. or any ocher, -could-prove that 
the Church of Rowe had alwayes remained fince Chrifts 
time; yet, as aforeſaid, that is not a ſufficient Argument 
ro prove her infallible, or that ſhe ca1not fail, nor ceale, 
For conſider, the Dragon, that old Serpent, called 
the Devil, who was a Murtherer from the beginning, 
(who gave power to the Beaſt that carries the Whore, 
char drinks the Saints blood, that ſaid ſhe ſhould ſee no 
ſorrow) was before the dayes of Chriſt's appearance in the 
fleſh, yet the Dragon is not infallible , Burt the Church of 
Rome is upheld by the Murtherer,or carried by the Dragons . 
power in the Beaſt, as the Murthers aed by her beareth 
witne(s , therefore ſhe is no more infallible than «the Dra- 
on is. | 
n Seventhly, And as to the 7th part of A.'S. his Argument, 
wherein he ſaith, The Trae Church & inerrable, and then 
ſaith, that the Church of Rome « this inerrable True Church : 
for all the Settaries, Schiſmaticks, and Hereticks in the World, 
faith he, could never yet ſhew wherein ſhe erred, nor ever ſhall © 
Therefore ſhe  imerrable. 

Anſw. 1. I anſwer, although the Hereticks could not 
prove that the Church of Rome hath erred,yer there are ma» 
ny, who are members of the true Church; of which 
Chriſt is Head, and ſupreme Governour alone, . that can 
prove: wherein ſhe kate erred, and- doth till groſly-ene> 
from the DoQrine, Practice, and Diſcipline of the.true 
Church , as it ſtood in the Apoſtles dayes : for the A- 
p_ in his.dayes ſaid, Let every man be fully perſwaded is 

ix own Conſcience, Rom. 14. 5, and did'nor-go-about to | 
> to conform to fuch things, tharchopaywgrenot =» 
of in-rheir confciences, nor toc | | 
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- The Whore Wywaild, Oe. 
ontward'Laws to conform thereunto z but the Church of 
Romze doth not admit, that_every one ſhould walk or a, 
according as chey are perfwaded intheir own ConſClences, 
but £025 about by. outward Laws compel them to con- 
form to-that which ſhe calls her holy Ordinances and In- 
ftirutions, which many, for conſcience ſake towards Gods, 
dare not conform to, becauſe they know them to be inven- 
ted Idolatrics; | and they, who cannot for Conſcienceſake 
ſabmic to her Impoſitions, or drink of her Cupof Abo- 
miriations; then to be ſure ſhe will drink their Blood :. 
Witneſs the Blood ſhe hath drunk (for above this thou- 
fand years paſt) of them that could not, for Conſcience 
ſake towards God,conform to her Ordinances : And therey 
fore the hath erred from that Spirit which was in the crue 
Ehurch, and from the Apoſtles Doctrine, and is til] in the 
Error. 
-/Secondly, In the true Church in the Apoſtles dayes, 
every one,. as he had received the Gitt of the Spiric of 
God, ſo he might Adminiſter, x Pet. 4. 10. and the Pro- 
phers might ſpeak two or three ; and itany thing. was re- 
vealed to him that ſtood by, he might ſpeak, and the firſt 
ſhould be ſilent, 1 Cor. 14. 29, 30, 31. But this is not the 
order of the Church of Rome, as is {ufficiently manifeſted 
toall Chriftendom ; therefore the hath erred trom the A- 
es Spirit and Order, and is ſtill in the Error : Aud 
thus: might [produce many. more Arguments, to ſhew 
ercin the Church of R&-e hath erred, anddoth err, gnly 


pf y defireis to beas briefas may beſo that fatisfation may 


be givett : far which Idoubt not but this 1s {ufficicnt 4 aSitq 
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The Whore Unwvail d, Oe. LR 
£0 provyea people to be the true Church, that I do not ac- 
knowledge, but deny : For, 3 

Firſt, the Magicians of Egypt could by their Sorceries, 
or Inchantments imitate thole things in the figbt of 
the Egyptians, that Moſes and Aaron did by,the Power of 
God, E£x04. 8.7. and the falſe Prophet he wrought lying 
Miracles before the Beaſt that carries the Whore, in- 
ſomuch that he cauſcd fire to come down out of Heayen 
in the fight ot men, Rev. 13. 13, 14. and chap. 19. ver, 20, 
And this the W hore might have ſaid was done in con- 
firmation of her faith 8 doctrines; (as A. S.doth)yet never- 
theleſ(s it was done by the Dragons power, who was a Mur- 
derer from the beginning ; For he gave power to the Beaſt \ 
(that carries the Whore) to do ſuch things, Rev. 13. 24 
and therefore the Miracles in the Church of Rome (if now 
there be any) is no infallible evidence to prove her to be 
the true Church. Well, | 

2. But then it may be ſome will ſay, that this is harſh 
judgment, and how can you tell bur that the Miracles 
wrought in the Church of Rome, are wrought by the Power - 
of God: or how can you diſtinguiſh between Miracles 
wrought by the Power of God,andMiracles wrought by the 
Dragons power. ; 

Anſw. lanſwer, we havean infallible way to judge in 
this particular ; For, all Miracles wrought by the murder- 
ing power, are not wrought by the Power of God, | but b 
the Dragons power, for the Dragon, that old Serpent, who 
is called the Devil, was a Murderer from the beginning, * 
(but Chriſt the Power of God, is not a murdering power, 
for he came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them, Luke 9. 
56. Therefore the Miracles wrought by Chriſt, the Power 
of God, are not wrought by a murdering power) Burtthe 
Miraclcs of the Church ot news (it now there be” any) 
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datward Laws to conform thereunto ; but the Church of 
Rope doth nor admit, that_every one ſhould walk or a&, 
according as they are perfwaded in their own Conſfiences, 
but £025 about by . outward Laws 0 compel them to con- 
form ro-that which ſhe calls her holy Ordinances and In- 
ſtituttons, which many, for conſcience ſake towards Gods, 
dare not conform to, becauſe they know them to be inven- 
red Idolatrics; andthey, who'cannot for Conſcienceſake 
ſabmic to her Impofarions, or drink of her Cupof Abo- 
miriations; then to be ſure ſhe will drink their Blood : 
Witneſs the Blood ſhe hath drunk (for above this thou- 
fand years paſt) of them that could not, for Conſcience 
fake towards God,conform to her Ordinances : And theres 
fore ſhe hath erred from that / Spirit which was in the true 
Ehurch, and from the Apoſtles Doctrine, and is ſtill in the 
Error. | 
-'Secondly, In the true Church in the Apoſtles dayes, 
every one,. as he had received the Gift of the Spiric of 
God, fo he might Adminiſter, 1 Pe. 4. 10, and the Pro- 
phers might ſpeak two or three; anditany thing.was re- 
vealed to him that ſtood by, he might ſpeak, and the firſt 
ſhould be filent, 1 Cor. 14. 29, 30, 31. But this is not the 
order of the Church of Rome, as is {ufficiently manifeſted 
toall Chriſtendom; therefore ſhe hath erred trom the A- 
poltles Spirit and Order, and is ſtill in the Error : And 
thus''T might produce many. more Arguments, to ſhew 
Fwhercin the Church of Rome hath erred, and doth err, gnly 
"hy defireis to beas/briefas may be,ſo that fatisfaftion may 
be given : for which Idoubt not bur this 1s ſufficient, asito 
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20 prave a people to be the true Church, that I do not ac- 
knowledge, but deny : For, WS phys 

Firſt, the Magicians of Egypt could by their Sorceries, 
or Inchantmeats imitate thole things in the fight of 
the Egyptians, that Moſes and Aaron did by,the Power of 
God, Ex04.8. 7. and the falſe Prophet he wrought lying 
Miracles before the Beaſt that- carries the Whore, in- 
ſomuch that he cauſcd fire to come down out of Heayen 
inthe fight of men, Rev, 13. 13, 14. and chap. 19. ver, 20. 
And this the Whore might have ſaid was done in con- 
firmation of her faith & doctrines; (as A. S$.doth)yet never- 
theleſs it was done by the Dragons power, who was a Mur- 
derer from the beginning , For he gave power to the Beaſt \ 
(that carries the Whore) to do ſuch things, Rev. 13. 24 
and therefore the Miracles in the Churcn of Rome (if now 
there be any) 15 no infallible evidence to prove her.co be 
the true Church. Well, 3 

3. But chen it may be ſome will ſay, that this is harſh 
judgment, and how can you tell bur that the Miracles 
wrought in the Church of Rome, are wrought by the Power - 
of Gods or how can you diſtinguiſh between Miracles 
wrought by the Power of God,andMiracles wrought by the 
Dragons power. 

Anſw. Lanſwer, we havean infallible way to judge in 
this particular ; For, all Miracles wrought by the murder- 
ing power, are not wrought by the Power of God, © but by 
the Dragons power, for the Dragon, that old Serpent,who 
is called the Devil, was a Murderer from the beginning, * 

(but Chriſt the Power of God, is not a murdering power, 
for he came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them, Luke 9. 
56. Therefore the Miracles wrought by Chriſt, the Power 
of God, are not wrought by a murdering power) Butthe 
Miraclcs of the Church of noe (if now there be” any) 
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are wrought by a murdering power; for the many murders 
ſhe hath acted, ſufficiently teſtifieth ro the whole Chriften- 
dom,that a murdering power rules in her:By which its clear, 
that the Miracles-wrought in the Church of Rome,) if there 
be any) are wrought by the Dragons power, and not by the | 
Powerof God : S9that my judgernent concerning the Mi- 
raches in the Church of Rowe is not harſh, but according to 
the Spirit of Truth and ſound Reaſon, 

Thirdly, but for all 4.S. in his Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
hath made ſuch a great noiſe about Miracles wrought by 
a'Roman Catholick Pricft in and about London and Weſt- 
minſter, yet when he comes to prove that the Church of 
Rome is powerful in Miracles, then he doth juſt as much as 
nothing, but takes an cafie way to get out from that thing, 
which ſeemingly he undertook to go thorow with, by re- 
ferring of us for a witneſs of his Aftrmarion to yoſtre dame 
ae Loreito, noſtre dame de Montague, noſtre dame de Hall, and 
tothe whole World, &c. Now what a pittifnl proof or 
witneſs is this, which 4. $. directs us to; For as the A- 
poſtles ſaith, the who!e World lies in wickedneſs, 1 Fohn. 5, 
19. and wonders after the Beaſt, by whom lying Mira- 
cles are wrought, Rev. 1 3. 3. So that che Miracles which the 
World bears witneſs to,arc lying Miracles; for the World 
knows not Chriſt,nor his Church, 1 Foh. 3. 1. by whom true 
Miracles are wrought; tor when Chriſt wrought Miracles 
amongſt the World, they did not bear witneſs to him, but 
ſaid he did it by the Prince of Devils, Mat. g. 34. So that 
the witneſs that A. S. calls fox, confirmeth my torcmenti- 
oned Affirmation, vis. That the Miracles in the Church 
of Rowe are wrought by the Dragons power in the Beaſt, 
4 falſe Prophet ,  that' the whole World - wonders 

ter, | | Ph 
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tioned , they ſigniffe nothing as to” our ſatisfaQion in 
this particular,becauſc they are altogether unknown to us; 
neither can we attain to a certain knowledge of them, if we 
would ; for the information ofrhe Church of Rome is to us 
no ſatisfaction z ſo as I ſaid before (that 4. S.) for matrer 
of proving his Affirmation, hath done juſt as much as no- 
thing z only made a ſhew,like a Cloud without Rain : Bur 
methinks, if there were ſo many Miracles wroughtdaily, 
by a Roman Prieft about London, &c. as A.S. ſeems to 
make a noiſe of; he ſhould have inſtanced ſome of them 
particularly for our ſatisfaction : but ſeeing he hathnorin- 
ſtanced any, we have juſt cauſe to believe, that there afe 
none at all. I 

Ninthly, So to proceed to the ninth part of A. $, his 
firſt Argument,viz. 0ut of the True Cburch none can be ſaved. 

I anſwer, That thing I do not at all deny, tor all that are 
ſaved are of the true Church ; but that none can be ſaved 
out of the Church of Romc,that I do deny , for the Church 
of Rome is not the true Church, bur the Whore that drinks 
the Blood of the Saints, as alore-proved ; therefore out of 
the Church of Rome people may be ſaved. Wherefore 
ter all who expe or deſire Salvation make haſte gur-of 

this great-Ciry Babylon: Andrun for your lives towards 
Zerofalem,he holy City,the true Church,the LambsWitfe, 
in whoſe Light the Nations of them that are ſaved muſt 
walk, Rev, 21, 24. leſt you periſh within the Borders of 
Babylon, whofe deſolation thall certainly come in one 
day: Yea, Death, and Mourning, and Famine, for 
ſtrong is the Lord, who (is now ariſen and). judgeth her. 
Well, Bur it the Church of Rome ſaith, 
The Myſtery of That ſhe doth not drink the blood of the 
yo Te ore "4  Saints,burthe blood of Hereticks,&c,and 
"her Cxcovere®- - therefore ſhe is the true Church, - © © 
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I.--F anſwer, ſo, .or co that cffect, ſaid che Deſtroyers 
- and. Murderers ia-all Ages, even they that 'put Chriſt 
*todfarh ;;- they did ic not in their own account, as he was 
; D445 God, but as a Blaſphemer , and.the Apoſtles 
were perſecuted as Spreaders of Herefte, and Shedders of 
'Sedifietr, and. not as Saints and Servants of the Lord, in 
their Advcrſaries account, A##s 24. 5. and thus the mur- 
dering perſccuting (pirir hath in all Ages, as at this day 
ſought to. ſhelter. it ſelt, but this covering muſt now þe 
_ riptoff, for the Power of God is ariſen thar rends the yail 
..of Darkneſs,aud the Day is dawned that makes all things 

= maniteſt, +t- | | 

-—2z, And further ; If they were Hcretick,C7c. whoſe blood 
the Church of Rome drinks,yet that doth not argue that ſhe 
is the true Church, but the contrary, tor the true C hurch did 
never drink the blood of Hereticks, nor pcrſccure any, bc- 
cauſe they were Hereticks ; but the greateſt punihment 
that ever Chriſt appoiatcd for Hereticks, was, that they 
ſhould account them as ?Pub/icans,and Heathens, Mat. 18. 17. 
2. So its clear, that Chriſt the Power of God, and 
che truc* Church that had the miud of Chriſt, did never 
kill, nor perſecute any becauſe they were Hereticks,. or 
did not believe,nor yet becauſe (alter they believed) they 
made ſhipwrack of taith; but laboured in the Spirit of Love 
and Meckneſs, torcſtorc them, and to coavince them by 
found Doctrine; bur if they refuſed to receive admonition, 
ortfgtubmir to the Church a'ter duc admonition given, 
TthEptiicy let them receive the puniſhment fondly, and 
© refuſed to have fellowſhip with them, and this was the 
greateſt puniſhmeit that ever the true Church inflicted up- 
'on ayy, though they were Revcllious, and this was the way 
20 make trueBelieyers of people, which force and. compulii- 


0n,by penal Laws will uever do:though its true,compuyſfive- | 
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Laws may make many of them Hypocrites, who fears man 


more then God z but they who fears not man that can kitl 
the body, and can do no more, but fears the Lord God al- 


mighty above all, ſuch will not bow ro the compulfive . 


Laws of men, which violates the righteous Law of Gd in 
their own hearts, (no more then Shadrath, Meſhach and Abed- 
nego would bow tothe Image that Nebuchadnezar ſet up) 
though for their ſted{aſtneſs they ſuffer the pangs of Jeath: 
as many of their Predgceſſors haye done, who e blood the 
Charch of Lowe hath drunk. 

Thus much in briet to the nine particulars of A. $. his 


firſt Argument, by which (I perceive) he thought he ag | 
5. 


infallibly proved theChurch of Rome to be the trueChurc 
but what bis Argumeat is worth for his purpoſe,let all who 
reads this judge. | | 
And the next thing he undertakes, is, to prove Peter to 
be the Rock or Foundation upon which Chriſt built . his 


Church;and to accomplith this deſign, he rambles through, 


ſeveral Languages,into which theScripture hath bintrant-. 

ed;and in che concluſion he ſaith(a great lic)to Peter then 
Chriſt ſaid, upon thee 1 will build my Church, &c. When none 
of the {eycral Languages. (which he makes uſeot ro prove 
it) ſay any ſuch thing, 'according to his own interpretation” 


of them ; and indecd. its blaſphemy in 4. S. to affirm.itt* 
Burt then he ſaith,That Chriſt s the primary Rock,and Peter the 
ſecondary Rock, aw xs Sar 
© Reply. Bur how can that be, that Peter ſhould be a (e-- 


condary Rock, tor 4. S. cannot prove that God & &ror-! 
dained, or appoiated a ſecondary Rotk ro build his! harch 
an, (acithcrdo wein all the Scriptures read of a{econda- 


ry. Rock: once mentioned) for the Apoſtle affirmerh the 


COntgAary, - fa 1g br Another F opnaation cald. no: mah” . '' 
then that which i already, laid, 1 Cor. 3. 11. ah 
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Chrift : Sohe is the firſt, and the laſt, rhe beginning and 
theend; and A.S. his Affirmation is . nothing wart ky 
his purpoſe: nay, its worfe then nothing, tor it diſcc 
vers his Deceit and Ignorance, though I perceive this in- 
tent and aim was to gratifie his Maſter che Pope, by plead- 

_ if his Supremacy, under pretence of ſetring Petey above 
che reſt of the Apoſtles, when indeed, its maniteſt enough, 
that his intent was to ſet up the Pope, as Lord and Maſter 
over Gods Heritage, Gentile like, Tontrary to that ſay- 
ing of our [one] Lord Chriſt, viz. Be not hay eg 
for one is your Maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are brethren, Mat- 
23. $, So that Peter was not fect up as a viſible head over, 
the Church of Chriſt, as 4. S. faith the Pope is over the. 
Church of Rome, neither was Peter above other of the A- 
poſtles, but a fellow-Servant with them, and they all 
fellow-workers together with Chriſt, 2 Cor. 6. 1. and 
Pax! was not at all inferiour to Peter (in relation to his 
ſpiritual authority) for he himſelf ſaid (yer not boaſting]y, 
but truly) that he came not bebind the wery chiefeſt Apoſtles, 
2 Cer.12.11. So that Peter was no more the Rock then Pay! 
was; andwhat was Paul; or yhat was Apollo , or Peter &i-" 
ther, but Miniſters by whom We Church believed, 1.Co, 
2,57 | $f =” 

. > itwas not the work of the Apoſtles to ſet themſelves 
-one above another, for they abaſed themſelves, that the Lord 
Feſws Chriſt might be exalted: Neither did they preach 
themſelves, but Feſus Chriſt the Lord, and themſelves Sty- 
wants, &c. 2 Cor. 4.5. by which it appears that the Po 

_ doth not truly ſucceed Peter in the ſame (piric that he and 

-thereſt of the Apoſtles were in, who had the Spirit and 
mind of Chriſt, who made him(clfof no reputation, Phil. 
2, 7.,but che Pope trul ſucceeds, thoſe whot# the;Apo-' 
ſtle ſaw would come; that would be eoverous Boaſters, ' and” 
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proad Blaſphemers, 2 Tira,3.2, as dothappear by his preach- 
ing up nl and his boaſting of Fs "2 ori | 
ſuperiority, witneſs Fox his Atts, the firſt Volume pag. 
1023. andſo on, where you may read art large how {c- 
veral of the Popes of Rome have ſufficiently dec them- 
ſelves to be covetous Boaſters, and on] Blaſphners, and 
have alſo laid themſelves open enough to the view of 
all who have an eye to ſee, ſo that Inced not produce any 
farther Argument to prove the Pope a proud Blaſphe- 
mer. | 
Then nz» 4. $. in his third chapter undertakes to prove, 
That neither all Setts, nor any one of them, & the true Church, 
&c. Whoſe Cauſe I am not engaged in, nor intend to 
plead , therefore I ſhall ler that paſs. Bur his fourth. and 
fitth Chapters contains ſeveral Arguments, by which 
he undertakes farther to prove the Church of Rome to be 
the true Church ; together with ſome Queries propound- 
cd. To which I intend toreturn a brict and ſober An- 
{wer: 22 

1. Firft, 4.5. ſaith, That which was once the true Church. 
s now, Cc, But the Roman Pontificial was once the true: 
Chirch, &c. 1 anſwer, I dFhot deny but thatthere was 
atrae Church at Rome in the Apoſtles dayes, bur thar'the 
Church now at Rome is'therefore the true Church, that 
doth not follow, for as Thave before proved; the'rrue 
Church im the Apoſtles dayes was far*different, ' both in 
Diſcipline and Practice from the Church of Rome that: 
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But then A. 5: ſaith, 1 4he Roman Portifitial djd 
what Church did ſhe fall from ? If (be did fail, when, 
I anſwer, Pas! in the firſt Chapterin his Epiltle 
Church of #ome, fpake of ſome; who whrn tha" 
did not glorifie him us God, bat berame'v1in In their agymed 
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and changed the glory of the incorruptible God, into an Image 
made like to corraptible man , and ſo not liking to retainGod in 
their knowledge, God gave them up to a reprobate mind, and 
they were filled with unrighteouſneſs, fornication, and-wickeane(s, 
 covetouſneſs,” envy," murder, &c. Rom. 1. 21, 23,28, 29. 
And is not this the very ſtate of the Church ot Rowear 
this day ? is ſhe not now filled with theſe:things'* Surely 
yes; Thouſands of thouſands muſt acknowledge it,if they 
conſider it,and ſpeak the truch. Oh the murders ated by 
her, and the blood ſhe hath drunk, as before hinted, and 
the Adulteries committed within her Borders. Indeed 
theſe, and many other her abominations, are innumerable, 
as ſhe her felt full well knows ; therefore ſhc is indeed 
faln, and deeply revolted from that pure Spirit,in which che 
true- Church ſtoodyin the Apoſtles dayes : Thence ſhe is 
faln, and the time when ſhe teH, was, when ſhe began to 
enter into theſe aforeſaid abominations that is now found 
in her, Well, 
2dly. Bur then A. S. ſaith, That if the true Church be in- 
fallible, ſhe muſt have alwayes remained without interruption, 
fance Chriſts time, to thus day, &c. 
I anſwer, although the true Church be infallible, -yer 
it doth not abſolutely follow, that ſhe muſt have alwayes 
remained without interruption, unto this day ; for, as 
I have already. proved, the true Church was interrup- 
red 'by the Dragon, and was perſecuted into. the W1l- 
_ dernels, bur ſhe did nos fail, buc remained there, and 
had a being there, a place prepared of God for her, con- 
rrving which. I ſhall have: occaſion to ſpeak more fully 
ortly, | | 
| a7 4 But A. $S. ſaith, That ns other Church on Earth hath | 
yemained nnto this day withowt interruption, beſide the; Roman | 
Pontificial, and therefore ſhe « the true Church,” - 
I » 
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I anſwer no, ſhe is not therefore the true Chiarch, buc 
the'Whore, foras 1 have pore} avs the true Church 
was interrupted, and yet remained; 

4. Bur then ſaid A. S, 1f any can fay,that there hath remained 
any other Church'on Earth , fence Chriſt time unto this day withous 
interruption, and error,- let himtell what was ſhe, or what i ſhe 2 
where was ſhe © of where is fhe, what is her name © what Biſhops, 
Paſtors, and Belirvers had ſhe, or yet hath ſhe * what Emperors or 
Kings did adhere to her, or now do? 'what general Councils Go ke 
hold what Hereticks did ſhe condemn * what Academies did ſhe 
erect or confirm, what Churches or Monaſtvies did ſhe build? 
&c. And then'ſaid he, Totheſe, and ſuch like Interrogatories, 
all the Schiſmaticks, Settaries, and Hereticks in the World can- 
not anſwer. 3. — 

Anſw, To which Ianſwer, Although all the Secaries ia 
the World cannot anſwer thoſe queſtions ; / yer there are 
many, who are Members of thettue'Church (not of the 
\ Ghurch of Rome) that- can anſwer them ;and firſt, Ifay 
there hath remained another Church fince Chrifts time ro 
this day (beſides the Roman Pontificial that now's) though 
not without interruption ; yet the-true Church (as before 
proved) was interrupted. And as to'thoſe queſtions, (vs, 
What was ſhe, or what # ſhe ? Oc, © a 119: 

I anſwer, the was in Fohns day a wonder in Heauen, 4 
VVoman cloathed with the $un (that and there ſhe was) and rhe 
Moon was nnder her Feet, and upon'her Head a-Cyowtt of awelwe 
Stars,Rev. 12. 1. Andhaving brought forth a man-child, 
chat was torule all Nations with his rod of Tron,the enmity 
of the Dragon then aroſe , who ſought to devour-"*the 
Man-child; but being by the Hand of God prevented... 


of his purpoſe-on \the man«child, wer. 5) heirhan (caſt 


out his flood of\ Perſecution" after che "Woman, 
15. (of whom this Ruler was born)and-droveherin 


L1 Wilderneſs, > : 
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Wilderneſs whither ſhe fled from him, to her place pre- 
pared of God, / that they -might-tced her there « 3hoyſaud 
| two hunaredand threeſcore dayes, Revy.. 12.6, 
* ToA.S. ns x4. (* and there ſhe hath been) and:there 
Query $e ) ſhe bath ſitren as iu a ſollictary place,. aud 
Me 2,9", ina Mourning State and Condition, out of 
*.To, where is - Which the * js now. returning, and is. now 
fe? - coming upout of che Wilderneſs, and is 
*To A. $'s que- deſcending from, God, as a Bride adorned 
ry, what is ber for her Husband, Rev; 21.2, and her * name 
name ? is,. the Bride, the Lambs Wife, the holy City, 
OT EINER ver. 9: New Feraſelem, And now is Fers- 
ſalem ſhaking her (elf from the Duſt of the Earth (in which 
the hath been trodden of the Gentiles (and now is ſhe put- 
ting on her beautitul Garments, and now doch the Solitary 
begin to rejoyce, and the barren that did not bear, begins 
to: break forth into- fingings. 1/4. 54 1: And the things 
that many vr Pn defired to ſec, and could not (cc, 1s 
now ſeen and revealing; glory to God in the higheſt, 
. The day is come' which we have waited for, we will be 
glad and rejoycein.it, and now the Time, Fimes, and 
a half Time, is expired, in. which. che-true Church hath 
been fed in the Wilderneſs; andnow is che forty and rwo 
Moneths expired alſo, for which Time the holy City hath 
been trodden under foot of the Gentiles, Rev. 11. 2. in which 
Time the Beaſt had; power given him to continue, Rev. 
13. 5. and the whole; World - wondercd after him, and 
worſhipped kim, andin thar Time it was given unto him, 
ro make war with the Saints, and to overcome them; and he re- 
eerved power over all. Kindreds, and Tongues and Nations, that 
all thataewelt upon. the Earth ſhould worſhip him, whoſe names 
ere not: written 46; the Bookoof.; Life, | of, the Lamb ſlain 
from the Foundation of the Warld-y if | dy mann hawt MITE. | 
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hinthear, Rev. 13.7, 8,9. And this was the Time that the 
true Church was in her mourning ſtate, which now begins . 
tobeover, Glory to God forever, the day ofrejoycing is 
come. 

And for her 'Bijhops', - Paſtors , and Believers that ſhe 
had. --3) | 

I anſwer, Chriſt was, and is her Biſhop and chief 
Paſtor, 1: Pet. 2. 25. Andthe rcſ (after the Apoſtles days) 
were they that ted her in the Wilderneſs; and her Belie- 
vers were thoſe that had the Teſtimony of, Feſus,, Rev, Þ 2. 
17. whoſe Blood the Whore drunk. And they are now her 
Believers, whoſe Blood the W hore thirſts aftey; And as to 
that queſtion (v4z.) What Emperors or Kings did adbere to her, 
or now do ? ka] | 

Anfw,- 1anſwer, On this wiſe did the.Pharifees Query 
with-choſe Officers whom they fent rotake#Jeſus and bring - 
him unto them, ſaying, Have any of the Rulers, or of t 
Phariſees believed on him ? Joh. 7. 48. Well, what Em- 
pcrors or Kingsdid adhere to him at that time ? Was he 
riot -rherefore the true Chriſt, becauſe the Rulers of the 
World, and the Phariſces rejected him 7 And what faid the 
Apoſtle to the true Church in his day * You ſee your calling, 
Brethren, haw that not many wiſe men after the Fleſh, not ma 
mighty, nor noble, &c. but God hath choſen the: fooliſh things of 
this World, to confound the wiſe, &Cc. that Fleſh might not glory 
in his' Preſence, : Cor. 1,26, 27. Aud further, . the A- 
poſtle coho reach Chriſt) ſaid, That he preached he Wiſ- 
dom of God im a Miftery , which none of the Princes of the World 
know, &&. 1 Cor: 2:7, 8, By which it appeares, that 
none of the Princes of the World ktgy Chriſt, che Wiſs 
dom of God, 1 Cor. 1. 24, And the'rtve Chunghovas: in 
the World as Chriſt was ; for the Apoſtle faid,; a8. 
{0 are we in this PRE In 1 Fob. 4; 1/7. Ay 
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World knows as not, ver. 1. becauſe it knew not him. So tha 
underſtanding the Princes of this World knew not Chriſt, 
when he was amongſt them, and although the Rulers 
believed not in him, nor did adherc to him, when he 
was come ; yet that did nor. argue, that he was not the 
true Chriſt. And notwithſtanding it was ſo, that the 
true Church was unknown to the World, and was 
compoſed not of many wiſe men alter the fleſh, nor of 
the Nobles of the Earth, but was pcrſecuted by them 
_ the is at this day) yet ſhe was the true Church: for all 
that. | 
And ſeeing it was ſo. that the Princes and Rulers did 
got adhere to her, ih the time of her flouriſhing ſtate 
(when ſhe was cloathed with the Sun) how can it be 
expected that they ſhould adhere to her in her perſecuted 
ftate; and ia her mourning Wilderneſs-ſtate (tor a rich 
ar ſhall very hardly enter the Signs Mat. 19. 23. 
but there is more in them words), And-morcover, {ecing 
the Kings of the Earth commicted Fornication. with the 
nor W hore, and went into her, -how then cavir poſſibly 

expected that they ſhould adhere to the true Church 
Surely all who: have a ſpiritual eye open, may be hereby 
fatished as to this particular, And turther,asto that Query 
(wiz. ) What general Councils did ſhe hold ,and what Hereticks aid. 
ſhe Condemn | | | 

Anſw. lanſwer, ſhe hath not þecu ina capacity io her. - 
Wilderneſs-ftate to hold General Counſels, Fin the time 
of her flourithing ſtate; yet the mighty God hath alwayes 
been her wondertul Counſelor,ifa.9. 6. and the Members 
of her hath ſtood'in (and held to) his Counſel, according 
eo the manifeſtation thereot received. by them, notloving 
theirlives untodeath, as the Church of Rome well knows, 


(who have dru2k the blood. of many of them) or ſhall know 
bs | +; | ro 
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fo- her ſorrow and pangs. And as for the true Churches: 
condemning Hereticks , the Church ef Rowe knows,. that 
thoſe members of her, whoſe blood ſhe hath drunk, did 
alwayes condemn choſe Hereſjes, that are healed, and the 
Idolatries a&ted in che Church of Rome, and did always give 
Teſtimony againſt her bay mr inventions, and denied. > 
to have Fellowſhip with her therein, and looked upon her 
as reprobared from the true Faith (as Fox his As copioufly 
rclates) and this-was a-great Condemnation, as the Spiric 
of Chriſt gave commiſſion tothe truc Church to pals upon 
Hereticks, Wet: 

 Again,as to that queſtion,vis,Whit Academies didjhe ere? 
Anſw. I anſwer, A people Erecting of Academies, is- 
not an Argument ſufficient to-prove them to be the rrue'* 
Church, for what Academies, or Univerſities did the: 
Apoſtles ere& or confirm, or attain the: Knowledge of 
Godin : Was it not the Light that ſhined in their Hearts, 
that gave them this knowledge 7 2 Cor. 4.6. And was not. 
this Light the Law, that was the Apoſtles Schoolmaſter tilb 
ariſt > Gal. 3.24. Andis not the Law which is Light,. 
Pre.6.23. Writtcn in the hearts of all people © And isit nota 
ſufficientSchoolmaſter now,co bring people(who are tatighe 
dy it) unto the knowledge of the Glory of Ged.in the Face 
ot Chriſt, asit did rhe Apoſtles then © Whar necd then is 
there of ereQing Academies ; for people cannot attain to' 
the Knowledg ot God by natural Learning, 1 Cor.1.2t. nor 
thereby be made trove Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, Yet Tam 
n0t againſt having an outward School-houſe, or ſome con-. 
venient'place for rhe cducating, or bringing upof childrew 


p] 
inNaturalLearning,which.s good in its place;bur thar any 
can thereby be brought to the Knowledge of God, or made 
rac Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, that I cannot own, Neither 
as this way of making Miniſters by: NaturaELearning, or 

ſetting: 
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ſetting of them 4 by man, in being, untill people had 
forſaken the right way, and went into-Cairs way, and 
Balaims, and then the envy and murder began amongſt 
the prolicit Chriſtians, and then they could not endure 
ſound Doctrine , but hcapt up to themſelves Teachers 
according, to their own hearts luſts, who knew nothin 
but what they knew - naturally, - as bruit Beaſts, &c. ld 
this che Apoſtle Pau! toreſaw; and wote of to Timothy, 
2. Tim. 4. 3- and Petcr propheſicd of. them alſo, 2-Per. 2. 

| and Fohn and Fude faw them come, 1 Fohn2. 18. Fude 
Io. 11. ſo that by natural learning, and ordinationof man, 
notrue Miniſter of Chriſt was ever made,or ſent forth ; but 
contrariwiſe, tlie Apoſtle Paul! was made a Miniſter, 
* (viz.) not of man, nor by men, . nor yet by natural learn- 
ing, but by the Revelation of Feſws Chriſt, Gal. 1.1. ſo we 
do not underſtand that in the Apoſtles dayes they 
did cre& Accademics, or that they had any need of them, 
and indecd I cannot but look upon it as an Ignorant 
queſtion to be propoſed by A. $. upon this account. But 
to his rext Query, viz. What Churches and Monaſteries did 
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the build ? 
iN Arſw. I anſwer, this is as Ignorant a queſtion as the 
qo tormer, and great fooliſhneſs ro ask, what Churches the 
4 Church built : however this 1 ſay, they who were Mem- 


bers of the true Church, did build up one another in their 

moſt holy faith, Jude 20. Andas tor Monaſteries, or Monk- 

| houſes, we hear of ſuch thing that was in being in the 
Þ Apoſtles dayes, neither do we believe that there is any 
# * needotthem; for we do not read in the holy Scriptures, 
that ever the true-Church, in any Generation, built ſuch 

places z3 but we know, that many ſuch places have been 
erected and buile within the borders of the great City 
Babylon, ſince the Apoſtacy began, and fince the right 
; | Ws way 
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my was forſaken,ardd many other Superſtitious inventions 
and Idolatries, as before hinted; hath been ſer up, 're- 

lating to the Beaſts and Dragans worſhip, al which God 

hath determined to throw down ; aud when the Deſolation of all 
theſe things cometh, and the ſeven Mountains _ which the 

Whore (its, comes to be laid waſte, according as hath been pro- 

phefied in Ages paſt, Iſa. 42. 15. And when the great Whore - 

comes-to drink the Cup of Gods fury, which is already filled into the + 

hands of the Saints f the moſt ignores out unto her,Rev. 12. 

I ſay,then ſhall ſhe knows that God hath ſpoken by me;and 

that I have herein declared the Fruth according as I recci- 

ved it from,and by the Spirit of the Lord, And thus muchas. 
to his Queries. + | | 

But then he ſpeaks of another Clear and Eafte Way 
to find out the True Church, .te try all Churches by 
the true Catechiſm, and ſce which. of chem all ſayes it 
truly, believes it rightly, &c. and that which doth, is the 
true. | | 

__ Any. lanſwer, totry all Churches by their Doctrine, 
and Practice, and {ce which is moſt  _— to the 
Principles, Docrines, and Practice of the true Charch 

ia the Apoſtles dayes, is indecd a way that I do very well 

approveot; and it all controverſies betwixt yon and us- 
might be decided atter this manner, (laying afide all carnal 

Weapons, carnal Laws, Priſons, Fires, and the like, 

which hath been the Weapons that the Church ot Rome 

hath defended her (elf with, for many Ages paſt, and doth 
atthis day) I fay then it would be indecd' well, and we 
thall be very willing to engage with: you with ſpiritual 

Weapons, bring the beſt you can form or find out; but 

tor carnal Weapons, we are redeemed from them, and the 


Weapons of our warfare are ſpiritual ; fo Lfay, upon equal - 


terms We ſhall be very willing todifpute. the matrers with- 
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you ; thatare in controyerſie betwixt us, and they who 
-are {0und,either you or us, in Doctrine, Lite, and Practice, 


.to be moſt agreeable toghetrue Church inthe primitive 


times, ſhall be owned, and acknowledged 'to be the true 
Church now at this day. And they whoare detected to be 
in the Steps, Praiſes, and. DNodtrines of them, whom 
the holy Prophets, Chriſt, and his Apoſtles teſtified 
againſt, ſhall be concluded to be the falſe Church 
now at this day - and upon theſe termes, as I ſaid be- 
tore, we ſhall be very ready and willing to joyn iffue with 
you, at any time or place, that you with us ſhall agree 
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UPON. 


And whereas A. $. ſaith, That all the $chiſmaticks ,$Seftarves 
and Hereticks in the World , cannot truely ſay that Prayer that 
Chriſt tanzht his Diſciples,viz. . Our Father which art in Hea- 
yen &c, or, ſaid he, they are continually doing the Works of the 
Devil, and are his children, ard conſequently cannot truly call God 
Father, 

1 anſwer, therefore the Church of Rowe cannot call 


God Father, for ſhe is, and long hath been, doing the 


works of the Devil , the Murderer, as bctore proved , 
therefore the is of her father the Devil, and cannot call 
God Father in Truth and in Righteouſneſs, Then A. 8. 


rambles through ſeveral other particulars, in which he. 


controverts with Sectaries, &c. whoſe cauſe I am not 
concerned to plead, only this ſmall hint before I have 
2iven to prove the Church of Rome one of thoſe Sects, 
who caniiot ſpeak the fore-mentioned words truly, and 
fo I ſhall leave the Sectarics, with whom A. s. controverts, 
to plead their own cauſe ; for the thing that was chiefly 
in-my heart, when I took in hand to write this briet Reply, 
was toprovethe Churchof Rowe not to be the true Churchy 
and the Chief Arguments by him Produced to ou 
VeF 
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__ the True Church, I have already in brief anſwer- 
c | | | S 
Again, A. s. in his 6th Chapter, makes it his buſineſs 
to prove the Church to be the Judge of all controverſies in 
matters of faith, and ſaith, That not every man, nor human 
reaſon, nor the private Spirit, nor the Bible is this Fudge 3 and 
to prove it, he quotes Matth, 18, 19, where Chriſt ſaid, teff 
the Church, &c, | 
 _ A#ſw. To which Lanſwer, That the Judgement of the - 
true Church, of which Chriſt is Head, in matters of 
Faith, Idonotdeny , tor being governed in all things by 
the Head Chriſt, ( to whom all Fudement « commuted, 
John 5. 20.) the Judgment thereot muſt of neceſhty 
be Ture, (tor the Strength of 1ſrael cannot Lye) and 
ought for to be ſubmitted unto'by all; But the Church 
of Roxze being not the True Church, ( ſhe being not 
Governed by the inviſible Head, Chriſt, ro whom all 
Judgment is committed, as before proved) Therefore 
the is not Judge of Controverſies in matters of Faith, 
And the True Church, to whom Chriſt ſaid, He that 
Heareth you, Heareth me, were \(uch as heard Chriſt, and 
in whom the Spirit. of the Father ſpake, Mat, 10. 20, 
But the Church of Rome doth not hear Chrift, as bere- 
aftcr I thall prove, therefore they who hear the Church 
of Rome, donot hear Chriſt, Burt ſurely when A. $. be- 
can this work of deciding Controverſics, he had forgot- 
ren that the Church was the only Judge in that partj- 
cular,- and not every man, nor the private ſpirits for 


had he conſidered that, (he being but a particular man) . . 


would not have undertaken the Churches work , as 
appears by rhe Title of his Book he hath, for he calls 
ir, 4 brief Decider of al! Controverſies 11 matiers' of Faith, 
which Book we have cautc -rv judge is his own; only 
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work, and not the Churches; in which we find him 
condemning himſelf for the thing which be is doing , for, 
2s appears by his aforeſaid Title, himſelt undertakes to 


decide controverſies; and in his 6th Chapter he affirmeth,” 


©That theChurchis the onlyJudge,or decider of all coatro- 
verſes : But thisis, that his contuſion may the more ap- 
pear, as it hath done in many other things, as may be ſeen 
in this ſma]l Treatiſe; and ſurely, it the Pope have no 
better Servants then A. $. todo his work for him, he had 
better keep them idle,than tg employrthemin ſuch a work, 
for in the end they will bring more ſhame to him than they 
will honour ; for ſuch like confuſiens,and other abominati- 
ons, have already made the very name of the Pope an ill 
{ayour toall true Chriſtians. 

And one thing morc in A. S. his 6th Chapter, I cannot 
well omit t obſerve,where he ſaid, © The {ſpirit inſpireth 
*when he will, and you hear his voice, but cannot tell 
©whence,from God or the Devil he doth come, or whither 
©to Heaven orto Hell hedvthgo; and then ſaith, © Sois 
© every one that is born of the ſpirit ; and co prove this, he 
quotes Zuke g. 55. where Chriſt ſaid, Ye know not what Spirit 

e are of. | 
: Now conſider the blindneſs, and ignorance, or elſe the 
wiltul wickedneſs, of 4. $. who jumbles a deal of Scrip- 


tures together, blaſphemouſly wrefting of them to his .* 
own deſtruction, or at leaſt, ro the deſtruction of his own. 


work in hand, thinking thereby to blind the minds of peo- 
ple, and with his good words, (mixed with blaſphemies) 
and fair ſpeeches, to deceive the hearts of the ſimple, as 
his Predeceſſors havedone in the long night of Apoſtacy, 
which hath been over all Nations fince x - 

Bur irs in vain for him to ſtrive to accomplith his end, tor 
the Day is dawned unto many, and thercis an eye opened 
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in many thouſands in this Nation of England, that gives | 


them to fee over, and beyond all this Babyloniſh or con- 
fuſed trumpery, and ſtuff, and have a feeling of that which 


was before Babylon was, and thall out-laſt Babylon, to the -- * 
praiſe of God, and to the glory and  honourjof his Name, © 


who is bleſfed for ever. Well, 

Although it was ſo,” that Chriſt ſaid unto his Diſciples, 
You know not what ſpirit ye are of, yet conſider the time when 
he ſpake theſe words ; was it not before they were born of 


the Spirit ? (although called ro be Apoſtles) tor Chriſt ſaid - 


unto them, you uſt be born again, John. 3. 7, 8. and that 
he would ſend them the Spirit (ot which he ſaid they muſt be 
born) which ſhall lead them into all Trath, John 16. 13. and 
he did not ſay, as 4. S. doth, that they ſhould not know 
whence (from God or the Devil) the Spirit came, or whi- 


ther (to Heaven or to Hell) it went : Oh, horrid blaſphe- 


my in A.S! who faith, ſo is every one that is born of 
the Spirit; as much as to ſay, that he that is born of the 
Spirits knows not whether he be from God, or the Devil z 
or whither he ſhall go, to Heaven or to Hell: Oh, wick- 
edneſs indeed ! Chriſt ſaid no ſuch things, as 4, $8. doth, 
although that bleſſed worthy ſaying of our Saviour and 
Lord Chriſt, was, and is very true, (viz.) Marvel not 
that I {9 unto you, that you myſt be bory again; for the wind 
bloweth where it lifteth, and men hears the ſound thereof, but 
cannot tell from whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth , adding, 
even ſo is every one that is born of the Spirit, John 3. 7,8$. 
(Mark) they that were born of the Spirit, were unknown 
to the World; tor ſaid the Apoſtle (atter they were born 
again) the World knows us not, So, although they were in 
the World, , and men ſaw them, yer the World kiiew 
them not, no more than they knew trom whence the-wind 
came, and wither it went, which they heard the ſoubof , 
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and indeed ſo is the ſtate of the True Church in the World 
at this day. | 

And the Apoftles:did know from whence the Spirit 
came, and of, what'Spirit they were, after. they re- 
ceived the Spirit of Truth, and were born of it, for 
Chriſt told them, Fohy 14. 16. That be would Pray 
the Father, and he ſhould ſend them the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Conforter, John 16. 7, 13. Which ſhoeld ABIDE with 
them for ever; .and they did receive it , and were led by 
it into a Heavenly Habitationy, Epheſ. 1. 3. For they were 
wade to ſit together in Heavenly Places in Chriſs Feſus : SO 
its hereby clear, that the Apoſtles knew from whence 
the Spirit came, and whither it led them, and its al- 
ſo plain, that A. $. cither wiltully or ſottiſhly -wreſts che 
Words of Chriſt, and by his additious ro them, would 
make them import okher thing, than was intended by 
him, of purpoſe to divert People from bcing led by the 
Spirit of God, or todiilwade them from adhering to the 
leadings of it,under pretcnce that they cannot tel] whence, 
{from God or the Devil) it doth come, or whither (to 
Heaven or to Hell) it gocth, when indeed Chriſt's words in 
themſelves importeth quite another thing, as above 


ſhewed. 


W hercfore let all mind and obey the Spirit of Truth, 


which will I&ad into all Truth, and condemn {in in 


the Fleſh, and will lead out of all Unrightcouſneſs, 


and Errours, and Herefes, which the Church of Rome 
is full of, and that Spirit which condemns the Abomi- 
nations of the Whore, and all Sin and Unrighteouſncſs, 
that is the Spirit of God, and comes from God, through 
the Son of his love, whags the Light of the World, that 


lighteth every man that cometh into the World, and 
| lead- 
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leadeth up unto God the Father, from whence it com- 
meth , all who are Taught. and Guided by it 3 bur 
condemneth from God al who in Unbelicf, or in Re- 
bellion do diſpight unto it, and diſobey the Motions 
thereof, | 

But to return to the matter concerning the Churches 
being Judge. | 

Firſt, I find A. $. in the beginning of his ſeventh chap- 
ter ſaying, Methinks I hear a Quaker whiſpering, The Light 
that is in thee is the Fudge of all Controverſies, and the Law and 
Rule according to which thou ninſt walk, 

Anſw. lanſwer, Yca, The Pcople called @ waters do 
believe and ſay, That the Light which every man is en- 
lighcened with, is the Law and Rule according to which 
every man ought to walk, and is the Judge in all Con- 
troverſies in Matters of Faith , for (as betore) Al Fude- 
ment is committed unto the Sen, Joh. 5. 22. Who lighteth every 
man that cometh intothe World , ſoall Judgment being coni- 
mitted to the Light , that lighteth every man, the 
Light that is in every man muſt of neceffity be the 
Judge of all Controverſies: And this I further add, 
Thar all who arc Baptized into Chriſt, hath pur on 
Chriſt, and all who are'by one Spirit Baptized into 
one Body, (though they were. ftometimes. Darkneſs ) 
are made Light in the Lord, and fo they being in 
him, and he in them, are all one, ever as Chriſt 
and the Father is once, and he that ſanctifieth, *and they 
that are Sandctified, arc all of one, by which its clear, 
that Chriſt in his Church, who is Light with him, is 
the onely Judge of all Canrroverſies: and indeed this 
ſapernatural Light is the” tte Tonch-ſtone , by which 
all ſpitits may be tried, wh&gher they be of God, vr 
.0t ; for, as the Apoſtle ſaid, Whatſcever m.kes menifeſt, 
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& light, Ephefians 5. x4. ſo that without this Touchſtone, 
none can try ſpirits, becauſe an evil ſpirit may ſpeak good 
words. | 
Again, Chriſt is in all things to be the Example of all 
Belicvers ; 4nd he lighteth every man that cometh into the World, 
Fohn 1.9. ſoevery man being enlightened with the light 
of his Spirit, who is to be our example in all things, it 
-muſt of neceſlity be, that the Light that is in us 1s this 
'Judge,and the Law and Rule acCording to which all ought 
to walk. | | 
Secondly, But then A. S. replyes,That the Light that is tn 
thee tells thee, that thow muſt hear Chriſt, and Chriſt tells thee, 
that thou muſt hear the Church, &c, 

Anſw. ITanſwer, Yea, the Light that is in us teach- 
cthus to hear Chriſt, who hath enlightened us, and alſo 
to hear his Church, with whom he dwells, and that 
hcars him, and in whom his Spirit ſpeaks; ſo, as I ſaid 
before, I ſhall not. go about todeny the Authority of the - 
True Church ; but the uſurped authority of the Church 
of Rome I do deny; uſurp'd, I ſay, becanfe the hath 
been, and here is, ſufficiently proved not to be the true 
Church (to whom Chrift gives power and authority both 
to bind and to looſe) therefore her anthority it uſurp'd, 
and the is not' ro be heard, but to be{rurned away 
from. 

Thirdly, A. S. faith, Ff you obje#, that the Spiritual 
judgeth all things, and the Spirituall s jsdzed of no man. 
I anſwer, that the godly Spiritual judgcth all things, 
&c. But I deny that you , or any other Sectaries m 
the World, is Godly Spiritual, for, as St. Avgnſifne 
ſaith, they have not the Holy Ghoſt chat arc ont of che 


Church, ws 
Reply, 
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Reply, To which Iſay, that as A. S. hath confeſſed, 
That the ſpiritual man judgeth all things, its according t9 my 
own belief, but what doth this avail the Church of Rome, 
who as I have provedis not godly ſpiritual ; but is ſenſual 
and deviliſh, and is 1.0t the true Church, but tke Whore 
for although, as he ſaith, The godly (p:rirual is judged of 
none; yet the Whore is judged of all whoare godly (piritu- 
al, andalthough 4.5, denyeth,that the Quakersare godly 


ſpiritual, yet he is never able ro prove his affirmation ; for 


though they have not the holy Ghoſt who are our of the 
Church yet it doth noc follow, that they have it not who 


arc out of the Church of Rowe, cxcept ſhe could be proved 


to be the true Church, 


The contrary whereof I have alrcady proved, for - 


the people called Quakers (though they are our of the 
Church of Rome) are led. by that Spirit which teacheth 
them to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſeor. 
World, as thouſands: of their Neighbours can bear wit- 


neſs; therefore the people called Quakers are godly 


Spiritual. | | 
Again, That Prophet which is of Godis godly fpiri- 
tual, Fer..28. 9. and that Prophet which 


ſpeaketha thing,, and the thing come to * Witneſs the” 


paſs, that. Prophet is of God,, But. the Book Lnrituled, 
people called Quakers have prophefied Good Counſel ard. 
ſeveral things,. as to the late overturn'd Adwuice Rejert- 
Powers of- this Nation * (with divers ed. 
other things) whi:h accordingly came 
to paſs,(as to their ſorrow they were made to know)there- 
fore they are of God,and godly fpiritual. 

Fourthly,:- 4. S. again ſaid, IF you ſay ,Xrew ye-rot your: 
ſelves, how that Teſs Chriſt s in you ,except ye be Reprovetes, 
2.C0r, 13+.5» | CE Re 
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[ anſwer, The true ſence and meaning of this place is this, &e 
$o here A, S. is again undertaking that which himſelt faith 
is the Churches work ; for ſaith-he in his eighth Chaprer, 
. the Clurchis the alone Interpreter of all Scriptures; and 
yct he himſelf, who is but a particular man, is here under- 
taking togivean interpretation or meaning,to the foremen- 
goncd Scripture, by which it is plain, that he condemns 
himſeliin che things he is doing ? 

5. Agaia Fifthly, he ſaith,” Th-t the Spirit of God ſaith, 
Hear the Church, but the ſpirit of the Dewil contradiets, and 
faith, Hear not the Church, bat Chriſt alone; for of Chriſt, 
ſaith he, its written, This is my beloved Son, him hear ye - 
behold the Devil pleads for Chriſt, of parpoſe to deceive Ghriſti- 
035, GC. 1s 

Anſw. To which I anſwer, That I think I need not ſay 
much to convince all that reads but 4. $. his own words, 
that he. is cither groſly ignorant, or elſe abominably wil- 
ful and wicked ; tor who can bclieve that the Devil will 
plead for Chriſt, or ———_ people to hear Chriſt, and 
diſſwade them from hearing of the Church - certainly, if 
he would per{wade people to hear the greater, he would 
not diſlwade them from hearing the lefler: And how can 
people poſſibly be deceived, that hears Chriſt and obeys 
him - I cannot believe that its che ſpirit of the Devil 
that perſwades people to hear Chriſt, but rather, thar its 
the drawingsot the Spirit of the Father, that invites them 
to come unto the Son, and to hear him, for Chriſt ſaid, 
Noe com*th unto me, except my Father, who hath ſent me draw 
him, Joh. 6. 44. | | | 

But .4. S. coatrariwiſc (in cffe&) ſaith, That the Devil 
draws people to come unto Chriſt ,an1 to hear him; By which he 
hath mani'eſtly ſhewed, that he is of a contrary ſpirit unto 
Chriſt; therefore A.S. is an Antichriſt, and one that 
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puts Light for darkneſs, and darkneſs for lights againſt 
whom the woe is pronounced, 1/a. 5. 20. And*although 
A. S. ſo much pleads for the Church (whom I know all 
will hear, that hears Chriſt) yet upon ſerious conſide-.” 
ration, I find its of purpoſe to deceive Chriſtians, and ſo be 
hath ſhewed himſclt as bad as the Devil he ſpeaks of, 
being tound doing the ſame work, of which he ſeems to 
accuſe the Devil; torin his ſixth Chapter I find him (as 
aore declared) in effect -perſwading people, Not to adbere 
to the motions of the Spirit of Chriſt, -under_pretence that they 
Cannot tell whence. (from God or the Devil) it comes, orwhither 
19 (Heaven or Hell) it goeth, &c. And as above, he is 
again perſwading people, That its a dangerous thing to hear 
that Spirit that invites them to hear Chriſt ,, calling it the De- 
vil, becauſe it doth not invite them to hear the Church of 
Rome alſo. Bur I never read or heard before, that any ſpirit 
did invite people to hear Chriſt, but the Spirit of the Fa- 
ther ; and his Spirit ſaid, Thu i my beloved Son, him hear 
Je, Mat. 17.5. Theretore that Spirit that invites people 
ro hear the Son of God, is not the Devil, but the Spirit 
of the Father, and ought to be heard and ob&yed by 


all. | 
Sixtly, Again, S. 4. affirmeth, that the Spirit of God 

ſaith, That Carpenters, Smiths, Maſons, and other Tradeſmen, 
muſt not meddle with Eccleſiaftical things, «s to Preach, os 
Teach, &c, But, Favs = or evil ſpirit __ ys 
quite contrary, by perſmading them they may 14! prophefie one 

one. Fa they, faith, f 94. He pe 6 for that 
place is underſtood of the real and Tywe Prophets, of whoſe nums- 
ber all the Devils in Hell cannot prove all Tradeſmen 10 


be. | | 
Anſw, Here A. S. ſeems to oppoſe that , which tor-gy 

part I know none affirms ; for who is chere thi faith all 
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98 Hhe Whore Unvail d, &e. | 
Tradeſmen have the Spirit of Prophefie ? I know ni6ne. 
Yet although all Tradeſmen have.it nor, it doth not 
therefore follow that no Tradeſmen have it ; tieither ti 
I ever read, that the Spiric of God did forbid Tradeſmen 
to meddle with thoſe things, nor doth that Scripture which 
A. $. quotes confirm any ſuch thing which he affirmes, 
but EE the contrary: And we doread in the Scriptures 
of Truth, that Chriſt did call ſome of ſeveral Tradeſ- 
men to Teach the Way of God, and to Preach the ever- 
laſting Goſpel ; witneſs St Peter a Fiſher-rman, St Paul a 
Tent-maker, withdivers others that might be mention- 
ed; ſorhat though all Tradeſmen have not the Spitit of 
Propheſie, yet we ſee that ſome had, and they were nor 
forbidden, but commanded to Preach and Teach ; and 
therefore they who have the: Teſtimony of Jeſus, which 
is the Spirit-of Prophefie (although they be Tradeſmen) 
they may Preach and Teach accordiiig to the Gift 
thereof received ;, for the Apoſtle ſaid, Every one 45 he 
hath received the Gift of the Sparit, ſs let him adminiſter, 1 Pet. 
4. 10. 
. Seventhly, And ſaith A. S. the Apoſtle 01a hrtny; 
not ſpeak in the Church , but the Devil ſaith they may. Far, the 
Scripture averreth, ſaith he, That your Sons and Daubhters 
{ball Prophefie, this Devil deceiveth the Wamen-Quakets. 
But alas, that Scripture was fulfiled tn the Apoſtles, and 
in the true Propheteſſes in their times, as Anna, Luke 2. 28. 
and now is in ſuch as hive the True Spirit, of Propheſie, whith 
_— Wives and Daughters can-never prove then: toes th 
gve, | ; | 
Anſw, Here A. S. hath confeſſed that there” was Pro- 
pherefles in the Apoſtles dayes, and that there,now is at 
this day alſo ; and the Apoſtle ſpake 'of Wonten thar 
were helpers with him ia the Goſpel, Phil. 4. 3.” Sortien 


ITS 
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. its: undeniable that Women did ſpeak.and Propheſie, 
and, now--may.z though. the Apoſtles did not Permj 
Buſie-bodies. and Tatlers, t0,be asking Queſtions in 
the. Church, but {id ghey, thould 26k thelr Husbands 3 
Home, | 10k aro biz 

So the thing diſputable is, whether or no Quakers Wives 
and Danghtes have the true Spirit of Prophetie 2 concern- 
ing which Ifay.this, The Teſtimony of Tele the-Spirit - 

 Prophefie,and many Wivesand Daughters ofthe people 
called Quakers, have recezved the Teſtimeny of Jeſus, and 


knows the Lite of Jeſus manifeſted in them, as by their _ | 


fruits of Love,Meeknels, Geatleneſs, Patience, Long-ſut- 
fering, &c. (which are truits of the Spirit) doth appear unto 
thoſe who havea knowledg of them z Therefore they have 
the Spirit of Prophcſie, = 
Aad fturther,ſeveral of the Wives and Danghtersamon 
the peaple called 2 uakers, have Propheſicd of thedeſolati- 
on of the great Whore (the Church of Rome) and when that 
comes to paſs, it will be thereby proved, that they have 
the true Spirit of Propheſie; and then ſhall every Tongue 
confeſs toit, and in the mean time let none ſpeak evil af 
the things they know not, leſt they be found fighters 
hr nt +. Git; Sher he tb 
By z Again, 4A.S. faith, That the good Spirit [atth, 
Tt +. peltevon 7 to Swear by God in aFu ao but the 
Evil-ſpirit contradicts ; for its written,ſaith he, [Sware not at 
all.] Behold the Puritamiſm of this impure [pirit ; but alas, 
be deludeth ; for God expreſly commands , Jer. 4. 2. Thes 
ſhalt. Swear the Lord liveth in Truth, in Fudement, and is - 
Juſtice, &C.. :- -* LO 
Anſw. I anſwer, although in the Law and Prophets, - 
e were commanded to Swear in Truth and Righte- - 
ouſneſs, and to perform their Oaths to the Lord; yer 
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Chriſt /the new Covynant, whong God promiſed ſhould nor 
be according to the old) faith Sware not at all, Fer. 31. zr, 
. 32, and though Aſesand the Prophets were to be heard, 
under the miniſtration of rhe firſt Covenaat, yet they ſaid 
when Chriſt the ſecond Covenant was come, people muſt 
hear him , for ſaid Moſes, a Prophet fhall the Lord your God raiſe 
#p wnto you like unto me him ſhall ye hear, Deut. r$.15. And the 
Prophet ſaid, that Nation and people that will-noc ſerve 
thee, that Nation ſhall periſh, 7/a. 60. 12. So that al- 
though Moſes ſaid thou ſhalt perform thy Oath to the Lord, 
yet Chriſt that Prophet who is the end of that Law, (and 
whom Moſes ſaid the people muſt hear, or elſe be cut off ) 
he ſaid Sware not at af; and although the Prophet ſaid, thou 
ſhalt Sware the Lord liveth, &c. yet Chriſt whois the endof 
the Prophers(& whom the Prophets ſaid people miſt ſerye, 
or clſe periſh, ſaith, Sware not at all, and although it may be 
alledged that the Angels ſwore, yet Chriſt the firſt born a- 
mongſt many Brethren (to whom all the Angels muſt bow) 
ſaith, Sware net at at,and alchough it may be turther alledg- 
ed, that God himſelf ſwore, and therefore its JawtuFor 
Chriſtians. to Sware, yet God himſelt ſaid, concerning 
Chriſt,7h1is is my beloved Son, hear ye him, Mat. 17. 5. And 
this betoved Son. of God, (whom all Chriſtians ought to 
hear) faith, Sware not at all, AN which being rightly weigh- 
ed, and confidercd, it plainly _—_ , that Swearing by 
any Oath whasſoever, was forbidden by Chriſt-Jeſus, who 
is theLaw-giver unto all Chriſtians, and therefore it is 
not lawful for Chriſtians to Sware ar all: And thac ſpiric 
that tollerates Swearing or would ſet it up, as a Religious 
AR, is an Antichriſt ſpirir, becauſe it is againſt the com- 
mand of ,Chriſt. Fg | 
Andalthough the Apoſtle might, or did call che Lord co 


witneſs concerning the Truth which he ſpake, yet that 
| dort. 
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doth not prove that the Apoſtle ſwore, as A. $. affirmeth 
that he did,neither do we read that ever any of the Apoſtles 
did cither propagate, or tollerate Swearing, ſince Chriſt 
forbid it; But contrariwiſe cheApoſtle Fames ſaith, Above all 
things my Brethrtn,Swear not;neither by Heaven,norby the Earth, 
neither by any other Qath ; but let your yeabe yea, and your nay, 
nay, leſt you fall into condemnation: So that although A. S. 
would wreſt the words of Chriſt to: perſwade people that 
his intent was they ſhonld not Swear but in Fruth agd"in 
Righteouſneſs, yer the words of Chriſt and the-A 
(whom @ll true Chriſtians are to hear) doth clearly import 
that their intent was, that people ſhould not Swear atall by -- 
any Oath whatſoever: Burthis Antichriſtian ſpirit which 
_"—_ the Docrines and Commands of Chriſt andhis A- 
poſtles, we have had large experience of, and we have oft-- 
times ſeen that it leads people te ſwear,and alſo to forſwear 
chemſelves,both which are an 46bomrnation to the Lord, and 
in the Tranfgrefiion againſt God and the new Covenant. 

Ninchly,and A.S. ſaich,the Apoſtle, ſaid /alute one another, 
but the Devil ſaith , ſalute not one another ,for Chriſt ſaith he ſend- 
ing his Diſciples, bid them ſalute no man by the way, Luke 10. 4. 
thes Devil follows all Quakers ,but alas, Chriſt's meadyge there 
was, that none ſhould hinder them by the way, &c. 

Aaſw; To which Lanſwer, hereagain 4: S$. goes about = 
ro make us believe; that the Commands of Chriſt are the: 
Impoſitions of the 1evil; or at leſt that the Devil ſtirs 
up people to keep the Commands of Chriſt, the firſt of 
which is Blaſphcmy in the higheſt degree, and the ſecond 
is little teſs : tor it the Devil: would teach people tokeep 
the. Commands of Chriſt,then mightthey ſerve Chriſt and 
Zelial: but as Chriſt ſaid that cannot be. And indeed we do: 
experimentally ſce & find, that che Deyil always oppoſeth 
the keeping of Ghriſts Commands : As now 1n A.S. Whe 

| F | | woala. 
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would diſwade them from it, wnder pretence that its the Devil 
that leads them toit : And as to his ſaying, this Devil follows al 
Quakers. T- WeETY 
[ anſwer, Itrs-true; bur alds its intentionally tq deſtroy 
them ; for it was ſaid to the-Serpent in-the beginning, 
that the Seed of the Woman thould bruiſe his Head, and 
he ſhould bruiſe irs Heel,' Ger. 3.15. And even (0. its 
now come to paſs, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the promiſed 
Sced, Gal 3. 16.: being become'the' Leader of his people, 
aid the Angel of God: preſenc going betore them,'-the 
Devil, as 4 4s: ſaith, comes after them, and follows 
them with his fiery darts of perſecution, and Serpent-like 
is ſnarling at the Heel : But bleſſed be the Lord, he that 
goes before them, and is in them, is greater and mightier 
then the Devil that follows them, and he hath bcen their 
Preſerver hitherto, and Idoubt not, but be will unto the 
end perſerveall who truſt in him, | Wh 
_  Andasconceraing Chriſts words,there necds no meaning 
to be given to them, for he meant as he ſpoke,buti#f theydid 
according to A. $'s own concluſion, he is not'the Interpre- 
ter, but the Church; Therefore (4.S.being not the Church, 


bur a particular man) according to his own Argument, his | 


interpretation is not to be heeded. Again he faith, Every 
man is not the Interpreter, for ſaith the, Every man is 4 Lyar : 
And indeed he hath conformed unto us, that bimſelf is a 
Lyar, becauſe he hath belyed the intent of Chriſts words 
atoreſaid, by giving his meaning to them. 
Then ſaith A. $S. Tet theſe deluded Souls think that this their 
deluding $pirit is of Gol ;, and why forſooth, becauſe it reprehends 
them of ſin,8&c. and did not Judas hs ſpirit rebake him of ſin, and 
notwithſtanding induce him to deſperation, and to hang himſelf. 


Anſw. Here A. S. is again putting Light for darkneſs, 


or calling the Spirit of «Truth a deluding Spirit z for 
| is 
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is not that the Spirit of Tritth that reproves the World of 
fin, F yo $6. 7, 8. Did not Chriſt fay, that he would ſend 
the Comforter, thar ſhould reprove the World of fin, and 
wenever tead ofany other Spicir that did reprove fin, buc 
che Spirit of Truth, which 4. $. (blaſphemouſly) calls a 
deluding Spirit z rieither did I ever read, thata deluding 
Spirit was the-Comfotter, which that Spirit that reproves 
for fin is, as Chriſt ſaid. And again, is it not clear that 
A, $. puts Light for darkneſs,” in calling that a deluding 
Spirit, which reproves-ſip ; for the Apoſtle ſaid, that what- 
ſoever things are reproved,are made maniteſt by the Light, 
for whatſoeyer makes tnaviteſt is Light, Eph. 5. 13. and the 
deluding ſpirits darKtiefs ir felt , fo that hereby it mani- 
feltly appears,*fhat A. S. carinor difcerti berwixt Light 
and darkneſs, fois a miſerable Blind-Guide indeed. And 
_ though the Spirit of Truth did rebuke Fud4as for his rrea- 
chery, doth it thereiore follow that ir was the ſame thac 
led him ro hang himſelf, no," this is great Tenorance in 
-A. $..toaffirm; for he might aswell have aid, That the 
fame Spirit that led him tobetriy his Maſter, did after- 
wards rebuke him for itz bit chen his Ignorance would 
have ſomewhat more plainly appeared: Bur it was in- 
deed the ſame {pirit Whick led udas into that prefumptu- 
ous. a&,, as to betray his. Maftet, *thar afterwards lethim 
todeſpcration;and to hang;himfelt; and that Spirit which 
let him {ce his wickedneſs which he had'done;and rebnked 
him for it, was Light; For whatſoever makes manifeſt is Light, 
Eph. 5. 13« - © 1 ES hn. oh 

bile caghs then ily he faith, 7h far have we digreſſed 
for the Converſion of Quakers, &c ; *. * 
Anſw. To which I ſay, that'if he hath no better way to 


convert 9 nakers,: nor no better. Argumenits to produce in. 


order to their Converſion, then whar he hath mide ufe of 
in 
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in his pretended reconſiler of Religions, he were better be 


filent and ſave his Labourgfor I caunot believe that a thou- 


{and ſuch Books will ever convert (or rather!divert) -offe 


_ ., Quaker, nay, nor convince them neither, except it be of his 


owa grols Ignorance or wilful wickedneſs,of whichrhere 


15 enough appears,as before manifeſted, | 
Thus baving briefly anſwered the moſt remarkable Ar- 


gaments produced by ..S. toprove the Church of Rome, 


the truc Church,and alſo the ſeveral particulars, by which 
he endeavoured torender the people called Qxaters, as a 
people led by a deluding Spirit : I find the reſt of his Book 
conlifts of divers Arguments,in which he concroverts with 
Secaries,and their Bibleszand Miniſters, &sc.. whoſe cauſc 
(as atoreſaid) Iam not ingaged in,theretore it doth not con- 
cern me toanſwer his Charges againſt them, but thall leave 
them to anſwer for themſelves. | 
Although there arc indeed many things contained in the 
remaining part of his Book, from which I might lay open 
much of rhe deccit and Ignorance of A: $S. and the Abomi- 
nations of the Church of Rowe , But the generaliry of peo- 
ple being alreadly fo fully fatisfied concerning her: and 
the confuſion and ignorance of A, S. alſo being herein fo 
fully manifeſted alrcady.; I look upon it as ſuperfluous at 
preſent to inlarge on this account ; and indeed it never a 
word had been ſaid, the very fruits broughc forth by the 
Church of Rem in the view of all Nations, are cnough to 
foreware them of adhering to her, for can a man touch 
Pitch and not be defiled. SCw 
. ._ _, -  -Butforall that hath been ſaid, It may be 
C =_ woo ſome will ſay, that grand Queftion pro- 
CT ns aded by A. S. in the ſecond Chapter 


the true Church. pour : 
etruc of his Book, Remains yer unanſwered ; 


(viz) Which is the true Church, &c. | 


+ of 
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Firſt, towhich I anſwer; that is the true Church, (and 
no other (whoſe fruits make manitcſt that they are govern'd 
by the invitible head Chriſt, and that continue inthe Do- 
arine of Chtiſtand: his Apoſtles, and that are found in-the 
ſame order, /or diſcipline it their Aſſemblies, that the true 
Church was in the primitive times; and that have the ſame 
way ofordaining Miniſters,. that-the true Churchhad z and 
that lives ſoberly,, rightcouſly, . and godly in this preſent 
World,as the true Church did; But the people called /Q u«- 
kers are ſuch'as hereafter I ſhall prove; T heretore the peo- 
ple called @wakers are the true Church. þ.* 
Secondly, It is maniteſt by the truits of the people .call'd 
-Quakers,'that they are governed by the inviſible Head 
Chriſt ;. for Chriſt commands his Followers, -not to ſwear 
, atall, , which command the aforeſaid people obſerve and 
keep, as this Nation of Erglard full well knows. | 
Again,Chriſt came not to deſtroy mens lives,but to ſave 
them;and commanded his Followers to love theirEnemies; 
Andic is maniteſt that che people called 9 wakers have the 
mind of Chriſt becauſe they ſeck not the deſtruction of any, 
but the preſervation and good of all, and that they love 
even their Enemies, who hate, and.perſecure them.z be- 
cauſe they are ready to aſſiſt, or be helpfull to them upon all 
occa({tons, or opportunities, inany thing that may tend to 
their preſent and future well-being ; therefore, they are 
governed by the inviſible, Head Chriſt: Again, Chriſt 
commanded {aying,whatſeever ye would that menjhould do unte 
y0us ep do.ye nntotbem, Mat. 7.12, which command the 
aforeſaid-people obſer keep, as thouſands cafi bear. 
witneſs for themz Ther@re they are governed by the in- 
vilible Head Chriſt,and are the True Churchs;;- - 41 +54h 
Thirdly; Again. the. people called. Qugher gens continue in 
the Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; $01 Chrift pra ans 
7 ; O 9 the 
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the Dodrine of Perfetion, fayintig, Br yeperfec?, ' as your 
heavenly Father is perfet? , Math. $. 48, And the Apoſtle 
preacht the fame Dodrine: Heb.'6. 1, and Laboured to per- 
fent every man perfe& in Chriſt, Col. 1, 38, having recei- 
ved gifts tor that very work, Ephef, 4.11. 12. Andt 

ple called @uakers do preach the fame Doctrine of Perfecti- 
on, and Labour in the Power and Spirit of the Lord, to 
preſent people perfe& in Chriſt, as the Apoſtles did, as 
thouſands can bear Teſtimonygby which it ſufficiently ap- 
pears,that they continue in the Doctrine of Chriſt,and his 
Apoſtles; and therefore they are the true Church. 

But this Chriſtian Do&rine is oppoſed by all the Anti- 
chriſtian Miniſters thoughour the whole Chriftendoms, or by 
a1! Babylons Merchants in every part of her Teritories, who 
wnorantly produce many good words to oppoſe this Doi#rine. 

1. As Firſt,they nrge Solomons words (wz)There is not 4 Juſt 
man upon the Earth that doth good, and ſinneth not, Therefore 
fay they, people cannot be perfect ; But alas, they'do nor 
diſcern the ftgns of the times, ncith=r do they conſider the 
time and ſeaſon when theſe words were ſpoken ; for at that 
time all were gone out of the Way, and there was none 
that did good, Pſa.14.3. and they had forſaken the Lord,and 
knew not ſo much of him, as the-Oxe did of his Owner, 7/«. 
f. 3. and were1n the tranſgrefſion of Gods Covenant which 
he made with their Fathers,-Fer. 31. 32. ſo that although 
there were none withont fin at that time ; yet it doth nor 
follow the people can never be free from ſin, no more then 
their being then ignorant of ſe ot argne, that people 


ſhould never come to the knowMlſe of him ; the contrary of 

both which may be eaſily proved by plain Scripture ; for at 

that time when 7ſael were ſtrangers unto God,and were all 

eout of the way, and none amongſt them did good, &c, 

ever; then did God promiſe- that rhe day ſhould wy rn 
| whic 
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which he would make a new Covenant With the houſe of 
Faudah,and with the houſe of iſrael, (who were in the tran(- 
greſſion,of the firſt Covenant Fer.31.31 +)and that he would 
finith tranſgreſſion,and make an end of tin, Dar. 34, who 
had hid his tace from them (and by which they were made 
Strangers to him, 1{«. 59- 2:) and that he would remember 
theirIniquities no more,and that they ſhowld all know him from 
_ #heleaſttothe ereateft,Fer. 31. 34. by which it is evident;that 
youre. the Prophets days,they were all in tranſgreſſ1- 
o2,and had not the Knowledge of God) the purpoſe of God 
was to-britig them into a better ſtate, which the crue Church 
in the Apoſtles dayes were Witneſſes of, (for the Apoſtles 
ſaid, Heb. 11. 46. God having provided ſome better thing 
for us;thar they withour us could not be made perte&t,) and 
although ſome of them had been Idolators,and had lived in 
the pollutions of the World, yet they were waſhed and 
clenied,yea,and juſtified in the Name of theLord Jeſus,and 
by the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor, 6. 10, 11. and fo ongh 
they were ſometimes ignorant of God, yet God cauſed the 
Light to ſhine out of darkneſs in their hearts, to give them 
the Light of the Knowledge of Gods Glory in the face of 
Chriſt, who dwelt in them, 2 Cor. 4. 6. Gel. 2. 20. ſo that 
both fin and ignorance, was done away in them though the 
power and caning of the Eord Jeſus,and ſo they did nor al- 
ways remain in their ſin, but were freed from them, as the 
Apoſtle teſtified, Row. 18, & 1, 3. | 

Secondly, But then Antichriſt's Mimiſters ſaith, That if 
they were tree from ſin, why did the Apoſtle ſay. That if 
we ſay we haye no fin, we deceive our ſelves and che Truth 
is not in us, 1 Fohn, 1.8. | GS ae IV! 

I Anſwer he did not ſay ſo.-becauſe people could.nor be 
madefree from ſin, bur he ſaid ſo that they might not fin, 
1 Fohn. 2,1. and confider whe they were that: he then 


Oo2 wrote 
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-wrote to;for he ſometimes wrete:to Children,andſomtimes 
toYoung-men,and ſometimes to Fathers inthe truthz1F06. 
2. 13. But when be ſpake thoſe words (viz, )1f we ſay we have 
_ »o fin, &c, he then ſpake to Children , for {aid-he, mylittle 
Children, theſe things I write unto you, that you ſin net.y 4 'Fohn 
3. 1. Nowif they had been already perfect, or fully tully 
freed from fin, then had they attained to the mans ſtate, 
which the Apoſtle laboured to. bring them to, Col. 1.28. 
But they having not attained to thar ſtate, he would: not 
have them to deceive them(ſelves,(nor to think more high- 
ly of themſelves then they ought to think, : Roms. 12. 3:) 
which Children in underſtanding are ſubject to do,but with 
theſe little Children the Apoſtle Traveled imbirth,that Chriſt 
might be formed in them, Gal. 4. 19. (who is the one offering that 
pevfetts for ever, all them that are ſanitified, Heb, 10. 14s) and 
he laboured to build them up in the holy Faith which gives 
Victory through Chriſt, that ſo they. might be borne up 
£0 a mans ſtate. for ſaid He,he that is born of God doth nat 
fin, John 3. g. 

Thirdly, But then, ir may be ſome will objec, that the 
Apoſtle tpake not only of Children, but of himſelf alſo 
ſaying, It we fay;&c. | 

To which I Anſwer, that although the Apoſtle numbred 

Himſelf with them, yet that doth nor argue, that he. was 
-n their ſtate, or that ke was not let free from finz: no morc 
then Fames his numbring. him(cl amongſt the : ſcattered 

Jews,(ſaying with the ſame mouth curſe we men Cc, Jam. 1. 9) 

doth argue that he was one of them that did curſe men, for 

its evident that the Apoſtle became as weak,; tothem that 

were weak, and to the ſtrong, as ſtrong, and to them that 

were under the Law, as under the Law, and tothem that 

were without the Law, as without the Law, though not 

without Lawto God, and became all things unto all, that he 
| RE thereby 
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thereby might gain ons z I Cor. 9720, 21, 22, ſoalttough 
hedid condefcend to them that were weak, as Children or 
 Babesin Chriſt, as ronumber himſelf amongſt them, for 
the gaining of them to a farther ftate, yerithat doth not at 
all argue," that he was, as they were,. tor the Apoſtle Pay/ 
himſelf faid, that he was ſet free fromthe Law of ſin and death, 
Rom.$.2:all which being rightly weighed, it manifeſtly ap« 
pears, that perie@ion or freedom from fin, is attainable ac- 
cording to the Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which 
by the people called 9 waters is preached and continued in, 
as before aſlerted, theretore they are the true Church;  * 

4. Again, The Order and Diſcipline of the true Churcliin 
theApoſtles time,was, That the Prophets might ſpeak two 
or three,and the reſt might judge; and it any thing was re- 
vealed to another that ſate by jhe might ſpeak;and the firſt 
was t6 hold his peace, 1 Cor.14. 29, 30. and the ſame order 
the people called Quakers have in their Aﬀemblies, as is 
known to thouſands, by which it appears that they are the 
truce Church. 

5. Again,The Miniſters of Chriſt in the true Church in 
the primitive times (who turned people trom darkneſs to 
light, and from Satans power, to the Power of God, Gal. 1. 
1.) were Ordained and made Miniſters, not of man, nor by 
man,nor of the letter,but of the Spirit, by the revelation of 
Jeſns Chriſt, 2 Cor. 3. 6. and ſoarc the Miniſters amongſt 
the people called. 2 waters, made Miniſters of the Spirit, by 
the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt,as the cffects of their miniſtry 
doth teſtife;tor many are turned from darkneſs to light, and 
from iniquity torighteouſneſs,and the ſpirits in Prifon is by 
them miniſtred unto, and the dead are raiſed unto lite, and 
the Captives are ſet at Liberty, as thouſands can and muſt 
bear witneſs, Therefore the people called 9 waters are the 


true Chusch. 
Sixthly 
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- Sixthly, The true Church in the primitive times, was 
taught by the Grace of God, that demying wngodlineſs, and 
worldly laſts, they ſhould live ſoberly and righteouſly, and goodly 
. in this preſent World, Tit. 2.11, 12. and the people called 
Quakers, being taught by the ſame ſpirit of Grace,-do de- 
ny ungodlineſs, and wordly luſts (as many in this Nation 
well knows) and doth live ſoberly,righteouſly,and godly in 
this preſent world,as thouſands can teſtifie ; Theretore the 
people called 9 raters are the true Church. | 

Thus I might prodifce many more Arguments to prove 
the atorcſaid people to be the Church of trueChriſtians, bur 
much of this kind hath beeh by feveral of them already 
writtews wherefore, I ſhall not inlarge at prefent ; bur 
- for any that ſhall defrre any farther ſatisfaction, let them 
come to the Aﬀlemblies of the aforeſaid people, and hear 
their DoGrines, and behold their Diſcipline, 8&c. and, as 
the Apoſtle ſaid, Try all things,and hold rr that which « good, 
1 Thefl. 5. 21. 
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Theſe following Lines are ſenr to all Series (in 
(hriſtendom, who have been killing and deſtroy- 
ing one-another about Faith and Worſhip) bur 
eſpecially rothe Church of ROME. 


4 


'©Q Babylon the Grear, who long haſt reign'd « Painted © 
Whore : 
And haft Bewitch't theNations with thy Inchanting Power. 
Into Remembrance thou art come of God the Mighty Lord, 
Who'll do to thee xs thou hat done : the Saints with one accord 
Have bent their Bowes againſt thee z, ſtrong and mighty men they 
are : | | 
They will not ſpare nor pitty thee, in this day 0th Lambs War ; 
For it's the day of vengance great, of our Almighty God, 
He'll de to thee as thou haſt done, thou can't js his Rod. 
The holy Prophets in their day, foretuld theſe things of thee, 
Which to our conſolation, we hope to live and ſee ;, 
For Jeremiah he foreſaw, thy deſolation great ,. 
And ſaid an Army great ſhould come, that ſhould give thee defeat x, 
owt of the North the Prophet ſaid, they ſhould come wor thee, 
(JET. 5O. 9; 
(Ewen 4s it now i come to paſs) before whom thou muſt flee.. 
The ſeen heads, or mountains great, on which thou long haſt [ate, 
Muſt now be turned upſide down, and made to reele and quake , 
For now the Lion he doth roar, and atter forth his voice, 
At which the mountains great muſt move, and fly away at's noiſe,.. 
| (11a, 42,14, 85> 
Tea, 
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Tea, vacant, waſte, and deſolate, thoſe mountains muſt be laid, 

And be no more inhabited,for ſo it hath been ſaid 

Thy Merchants many have enricht themſelves, and made them 
great. | 

And Rul'd with Force and Cruelty, Falſe-prophet like inacea. 


Wherefore Lament and Howl they muſt, and mourn both great and 
” ſmall, | | 
Azd cry, alas, alas, for now'ts come thy ſudden fall : 
For th' day i. dawn'd which John joreſaw (and Propheſy d of 

thee) 6 
In which he ſaid, and teſtify d, thy total fall ſhould be, 
Though thou haſt ſitten in thy pride, like as 4 flately Queen, 
And ſaid within thy heart and mind,Thine end (bould not be ſeens 
Though thou haſt drunk the blood of Saints, and. glorify'd thy 

ſelf, 
And ſaid, Thou ſhouldſt no ſerrow ſee, nor ever looſe thy Wealth, 
Yet woe and ſorrow,great and ſore,will (wiftly thee ſurpriſe, 
And all thy expeations, will fail before thine eyes, | 
When Death and Famine comcs on thee, with mourning great and 
ſore, | 

This will predict thine end to thee,who never ſhalt riſe mort ; 
And truly thy diviſions great, prediits thy ſudden all, | 
' The more, becauſe thou ha#t refus'd to hear the beavenly call ; 
For tn thy Streets the voice hath cry'd,Repent and fear the Lord, - 
And turn from your Idolatries,ſerve God with one accord ; 
But like the Adder thor ha#t been, that's deaf and will not hear,, 
The Charmer, who bath charmed long, ſo thou ha#t ſtap't thine 

ear © | 
Why doit not minde the Words of Chrizt, who ſpake and ſaid him. 
The Kingdom cannot ſtand that is divided 'gainit it ſelf ? 
And is not thy diviſions great, 0h Babylon thou Whore !  ,, 
Which doth ined thy total end,and thou ſhalt be no more, 

| | * The 


A Few Lines tothe Church of Rome; &c, r1y 
The cauſe which doth prowoke the Lord,to pour his Fudgments et 
 ontheegss thy deceit and Pride,and 6+-ad cagtary are _ 
And alſo thy 1dolatries, and'Whoredoms which are many, 
This doth provoke the Lord to Wrath,and's anger will not tary - 
Wherefore look for it ; and expett that it will ſurely come, ; 
For God bath ſaid it ,and it muſt accordingly be done, 
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Here follows the Papifts 14th Chapter concerning - the 
Proteſtants, or Sectarian Miniſters, publiſhed for them 
to Anſwer. > 


That the _— » by SetFarian Miniſter. or Preichers, are not. 
True Preachers, or ſent by God, © bs 

t Ll that have notrue Miſfion,are nor truePreachers; 
How ſhall they Preach whleſs they are ſem * Rom. 10, 

15. But Proteſtant, or SeRtarian Miniſters and Preachers 
have notrue Miſſion : For all their Mifhon; from the be- 
ginning of their Reformation, was either the Inſpiration 
of a Spirit they knew not what; or-the Commiſſion of a 
Child,” Edward the' Sixth; whom they called Supreme 
Head of the Church, and:from whoſe Kinagly power; ali-Ju- 
riſdi tion, aswell Eccleſiaſtical as Secalar, they affirnrdid 
flow. Sec Fox tom, 2. Anno, 1546. in Ew. the 6th;'orthe 
Letters Patents of a Woman, Queen Eliz. rowhbuvalſo 
they were pleaſed toatrributeche like Superiornty andPow: 
cr, See. Star. Anno primo Ez, Cup. 1: orthe Iiifitand invallid 
| oi Ordinatioa 
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x14 A. $. his 14th. Chapter. - 
Ordination or Miſſion of or by one Story,an Apoſtate Moutk, 
who Ordained their firſt Biſhops at- the Nags-Head in 
Cheapſide, in Queen Ekzabeth's time : , See Chreſtopharus de 
Sacro- Boſco, orat length the Approbation of Tryers, Infti- 
tured by his late Highneſs(forſooth) and Confirmed by At 
of Parliament (if they haveany better let them prove it,in 
the mean time let chem know, we value not a ſtraw M.:ſor's 
Old NewRecords produced in the year 16:3.which was the 
matter of fifty years after the thing now mention'd was Sa- 
crilegioufly and invalidly done, and moſt diſgracetully and 
ſhametully cryed down) But thoſe could not give them any 
ſpiritual Authority, Power,or Right toPreachyfor according 
to that received Maxime of the Law, No man can give 
more right,then he-himſclf hath,Cook. £4h.4. T herctorc,Cc. 
2. Moreover, a-Bifhop is to be ordained by two or three 
Biſhops,Con{l. Apoſtil. Can. 1. Anda Pricſt, and likewiſe a 
Deacon,and the reſt of the Clergy,by a Biſhop, ib1dem Car. 
2. Cox. Triden, Seſs. 23. Can, 7. But this Apoſtolical and 
needful manner of Ordination, or Miſhon,. they-never yer 
had , for they reje&ed it quite, and brought in an Hereti- 
cal faſhion in its ſtead, in £award the Sixth's time ; neither 
itthey were willing, could they have, for, as I ſaid before, 
their Biſhops from.tho beginning of their Reformation ,had 
no-dther Ordination, /Conſecration, or Mifion, then. the 
Commiſſion of the King or Queen ; nor yet that, but dy- 
ring the King or Queens pleaſure: For the ſacrilegious, Ili- 
cit,or Invalid Ordination of or by Story (which was the firſt 
pretended holy/Mition of Proteſtancs.in England, and from 


whence they hichertoderive their Orders) it was not worth. 


a Straw, : witneſs .the aforementioned Canons of the AH 
ftolick Council,8&c. and'con{equently,their pretended ho- 
ly:Orders thence derived y are not worthia: Pins-head , no 
nioresi the Approbarioniof Tryers Therefore they, are not 

| c| true 


\: AS, his 14th. Chapter. 115 
true Preachers. W hat ate they then,forſooth 7 Intruders, 
Thieves and Robbers, Hypocrites, Ravenous Wolves, and 
 Murtherers, Sons of Bell, Falſe Prophets, and Prieſts of 
 Baal, Which is their Herefie © Rebellion, and Stubborn- 
neſs againſt the Church;for Rebellion(as they themſelves, 
evcn in their neweſt Bible confeſs) is as the fin of Witch- 
craft,and Stubboraneſs,is as Tniquity and Idolatry,1Samwel 
(as they call it) the 35, and 13. | 

3. Now it the Proteſtant or SeRtarian Preachers and 
Teachers be.{uch, what muſt the Proteſtants and Searians 
chemſelvcs be ? Itthe Light that is in them bedarkneſs, 
how great {hall che darkneſs its felt be 2 It the Blind lead 
the Blind, ſhall chey nor both falt into the Ditch s Sure 
cnough they ſhall,eveninto the Ditch ot everlaſting Burn- 
ing,Brimſtone and Fire, where ſhall be Howling,and Cry- 
ing, and Weeping,and Lamenting, and gnaſhing of Teeth 
forever, unleſs they be converted and do Penance, andlive 
inthe-Qhurch,in which muſt alwayes be true Preachers and 
Teachers, for the Conſummartion of Saints, to the work of 
the Miniſtry, and edification of the Body of Chriſt, Epheſ. 4. ver. 
5, and 11. But in the Proteſtant, or Searian Church, are 
not ſuch, as now proved,therefore the Proteſtant Se&arian 
Church is not the truc Church of true Believers : How ſhall 
they believe in him whom (not of whom, as thcir Bible ſaith of 
purpoſe to excuſe themſelves. See above) they have not 
heard, or hew ſhall they hear without a Preacher, or how ſhall they 
Preach, unleſs they are ſent ? | 
| 4. Notethis well, gentle Reader, and conſider ſeriouſly 
with your felt, how deplorable a thing it is to ſee ſuch Hy- 
Focritical Intruders to ſtand in a Pulpic or Tub, with ſuch 
a brazenfac'd Book, as is their unjuſt, corrupt, and perverſe 
Bible in their hand,lulling the Poor Ignorant people to the 
ſleep of death, with theſe words, Thws ſaith the Lord, when 
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_ the Lord ſaith no-ſuch thing. Are not theſe they of whom 
the Lord himſelf ſaith, Fer, 14. 14. They propheſic falfly 
in my Name, I ſent them nor, and Idid not bid'them, nei- 
ther did I ſpeak unto them ; 4 lying viſion; and divination, 
and fraudulence, and ſedition of their own hearts they propheſsc 
wnto you. Sec more Dent, 135. 1tem 18, 20, &c, And when 
they have done with their, Thus ſaith the: Lord, and can ſay 
no more, . then they rowſe up their ſlumbering ſpirits by 
ſinging unto them one of Tho. Sternholds, Fack Hopkins, or 
Reb. Wiſdoms Pſalms; ſuppoſe, From Turk and Pope, &c, 
which Sacrilegious Pſalm,or Diabolical Song,paſſeth with 
theſe Deluders, and their deluded Auditors and Choriſts, 
for holy Scripture, and the Word of God, as well as Dzxit 

| Dominus, Domino meo, &c, Oh times, Oh manner, Oh God 
- amend them, Amen, See Eraſtue ſenior and jun, who copiou(- 
ly prove this Subje&t. | 


A. S. 
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Laſt Teſtimony 
T hat Faithful CO ——_—_ the Lord, and 


Miniſter of .Jelus Chriſt, 
RICHARD FARNSWORTH. 


& , 


Whereunto'is prefixed a briet Teſtimony concer- 
ning his Life, Death,and Travels,<>c. 


To which is added a few words of Exhortation 
unto thoſe that believe in the Light of the Lamb. 


Publiſhed: for the Conſolation of the Houſhold of Faith ; 
and for the ſtopping of that Mouth which is open'd in- 
Blaſphemy againſt God, his Tabernacle, and them 

that dwell in Heaven. | 


Oraſmuch as it hath pleaſed God Almighty (after 
the long Night of wotul groſs Darkneſs, Apoſtacy 
and Ignorance, which hath been over the Nations, 

amongſt thoſe who have had a Profeſſion of Chriſtianity) 
again to. make known and manifeſt, the true, new, and 
living way which leads unto Lite Eternal, even by and 
through the Revelation and Operation of his Erernal 
Power, and Word of Life, in the hearts of 4Retavant, 
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1s A Teſtimony concerning Richard Farnſworth. 


whom (in this our day) he firſt reached unto and viſited, 
and raiſcd up to be Witneſles thereof; that by them it 
might be born Teſtimony unto, amongſt thoſe who were 
ſtrangers to it, and that thirſted after it, that ſo thereby 
they alſo might receive the manifeſtation and knowledge 
thereof, tor want of whichmany periſh, and are ſtrangers 
to the way of Lite; baving only (at beſt) a Form of godly- 
neſs without the Power : In which dead Forms, or outhde 
empty Proteffions, ſome are at caſe and reſt, as though 
they were in the truc Heaven that ſhould never paſs away, 
and ſome areat reſt and at caſe without any proteſſion, 1i- 
ving in all uncleannefs,unrighteouſne(s,and abomination z 
and ſome cannot find reſt in either. The faithful and true 
Witneſs of God being awakened in their Hearts and Con- 


- ſciences, which takes the falſe peace from them, and 


lets them ſee the emptineſs of all outſide profeſſions, which 
arc without Life and Power, and alſo the Abominations, 
and vanities of the World, and makes fin exceeding fin- 
{ul ctorhem: And by this true and faithfut Witneſs are 
deſires, and breathings, and pantings begotten inrtheir 
hearts after the "as 4th of God and Chriſt, after tel- 
lowſhip and acquaintance with the Father and the Son g 
which deſtre cannot be ſatisfied without the Knowledge 
and enjoyment of the Preſcnce of the Lord, and of t 

Light or his Counrenance. . And for this cauſe many run 


+ toand iro, and wander like Sheep gone aſtray from the true 


Shepherds Fold, and are wearying themſelves upon the 
barren Mountains, 1n vain looking thereunto for Salvati- 
on, and ſceking the Living amongſt the; Dead, :and fo 
ſpend their labour tor that which doth not/ſatishe, And 
m thele {everal ſtates and conditions aforeſaid, the whole 
Chriſtia:: World lieth, who are not turned tg the 'Light; 

and Spirit of Jcl{us in themfelves;aad truc reſtand{alvation. - 
cannot 
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cannot be found by them, until they returnto the Light 
and Power of the Spirir- of God in their own hearts, 
which is that” whereby'a diſlike of fin is begotren in 
them, and alfo ' defires after Life and Salvation; and 
Freedony from fin is thereby begotten, and that is ir alone 
which can anſwer every detie, which is begotten by its 
ſelf, Well, 2-9] 

But when it pleaſed the Lord to reveal the Son of his 
Love, and to make known his eternal Power (in theſe 
larrer dayes) for the rending of the Vail of Darkneſs thar 
had long been over the heart, by which he cauſed the 
Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, which gives the Know- 

lecas of his own Glory, he did not then give the know-. 
ledge and manifeſtation thereof unto all People, but he 
choſe certain Witnefſes, whom he raiſed up to declare of 
the maniteſtation of this Power, and to preach the Word 
of Lite nigh,” in the Heart and in Month ; and he furniſh- 
ed themwith Armour of Righteouſneſs, and with-all. 
ſpiritual Weapons; which were mighty through him, to 
break down the ſtrong holds of Iniquity, and the ſpiritual 
wickednefles that were in the high places; and impowred 
them as Inſtraments in his hand to turn many from Dark- 
neſs rothe Light, that the Salvation of God they might 
come to ſee 3- and the Work of God greatly proſpered in 
their hands z and multitudes were brought to the acknow- 
ledgment of the Truth, to the ſaving of rhcir Souls: and 
though they met with greartoppoſition, and perſecutions,” 
by the Emiffaries of Sathan, even in all Quarters where 
they came yet that was not prevalent to hinder the pro- 
ſperity of that Work whereunto they were called of Gods 
bur-it ſtill profpered;and doth ſtill proſper,to the (ſpreading 
of the unchangeable Truth abroad, even as.is {cen at.this 


day. 
| | : And: 
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iro A Teſtimony concerning Richard Farn{worrh, 

| And of this number whom God Almighty at the firſt 
raiſed up by his Power for this Work afereſaid, the late 
deccaled Richard Farnſworth was one, concerning whom 
the chiefoccafion of this my preſent writing is z. thar ſo a 
Teſtimony concerning him, and of what the Lord did by, 
and through him, may remain upon Record tor Generati- 
ons tocome; and that this preſent Generation of the Juſt, - 
may ſec and hear his laſt Teſtimony, which proceeded from 
his own mouth a little before his departure out of the bo- 
dy, and I doubt not, but thereby the Conolation and ſpiri- 
tual Comfort of the Houſhold of Faith will be added unto. 

And, for theſe Cauſes, Icould not well reſt ſatisfied 
ia my ſpirit without taking in hand to publiſh theſe things z. 
though I well know that there are many living Witneſles 
that knew the Life, Labours, and Travels ofthe faid R. F. 
who are the Scal of his Miniſtry : Andalſo the many Wri- 
tings of his own, which remain upon Record, will (peak, 
torth tothoſe, who are of a true {piritual underſtanding, 
what he was; yet notwithſtanding all theſe things were 
in my mind, and divers other Conſiderations, which oc- - 
catioacd me todeter the publication hereof ſo long as till 
now ; yet being I could not be ſo clear.in my duty to- 
wards God aad my Brother, in neglecting to give forth this 
my Teſtimony concerning him,and in ſuffering ſo precious 
a Teſtimony, as his laſt was, wholly to be pur in oblivi- 
on, I have with freene(s and cheeriulneſs of heart under- 
taken it. . 

Aud when it pleaſed God to manifeſt his Erernal Pow- 
er in the heart of the aforcſaid R. F. -itis well known unto. 
maay how cffectually it wrought in him ; inſomuch, that 
alchough he was (vetore) a man of great abilities, and 
parts, and knowledge, accounted of among men, even 
excelling many of his equals, yet he was content and 
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A Teſtimony converning Richard Farnſworth, 13x 
willing, in obedicnce to the Power of God, to become 4 
Fool to the World, and to be ſtript and emptied of. his 
own wiſdom and knowledge, (which ſtood in the ſtate faln = 
from God and his Power) and'to ſaffer the loſs of all world- 
ly reputation and fayour, and the pjcaſures and delights 
thereof, that he might win Chrift Jeſus, and be found his 
Servant, clothed with the Righteouſneſs of Faith, pre- 
terring the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt, beyond all world- 
ly wiſdom and honour whatſoever , and his Sufferings for 
x 4 ſake of Chriſt, þeyond all worldly reputation , and ſo 
reat was the change that was wrought it him, that he 
a a wonder amongſt many 4 and the Word of God 
and his Power was great and mighty .in him, - and through 
him , in which he was ſcene forth by the Lord (who had 
manzteſted himſelf unto him) to preach the Everlaſting 
Goſpel to rhe Poor, and to declare of that great Power of 
God, of which he was made a Witneſs, and of the Effects 
of jts operations aud ſo powerfull was his Meſſage and 
Tcſtimeny, that many were begotten into a firm belicf 
thereof, and believing the Report, were turned from 
Darkneſs to the Light of Jeſus, with which they were 
cnlighrned, and from Sathans power unto the Power of 
Gud, which, wrought mightily in-rheir hearts, to the 
changing of their minds and'affections from things that are 
below, towards things chat areaboveall that is fading and 

corruptible, and £9 the bringing of Life and Immorralit 
to.light in them ; And ajthough rhey were artrended with 
many tout remprarions,” becauſe ot their obodicnce to the 
Truth and Light or «hg $piric: of Graces and (brought in 
many diftreſſes in their paſſage from Doath unto Life, yer 
was be ſo experienced in the Depths /and Subtilties of & . 
than, and alſo inthe Nealings and Gongneſs.of God in 
ſuch conditions-aud eſtates,” thar "he. dailoþtined the 
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122 A Teſtimony concerning Richard Farnſworth, 
tongue of the, Learned, and could (as oft rimes he 
did) ſpeak words in Seaſon, to the ſtrengthning of the 
weak, andreireſhing of the weary; and to the reviving 
of that which was near ready to taint : So that he was in 
the Lords Hand, even asa Father: to the fatherleſs, and 
aseycs to the Blind, and feet tothe lame , and the eye 
that truly ſaw him, bleiſed hm, and the ear that heard 
him, gave witneſs unto-him + for through the Power of 
God which enabled him, he' delivered the Poor and the 
needy, and built up many (that belicved) in their moſt 
precious Faith, and confirmed them therein : And weat 
about from place to place, through the Land of his Nati- 
vity, turning many from Darkneſs to Light, and con- 
firming the. Churches, and doing good : And his Service 
was very greatfor the Lord in' his day ; for he was ſo fur- 
niſhed with Heavenly Wiſdom and Underſtanding through 
the Grace of God , and alſo ſo ſeaſoned thereby, that his 
Patience, Meekneſs, and Humility exceeded many : And 
although God had ſo endued him with Heavenly Vertucs 
and Abilities exceeding many, yet was he nor pufft up 
therewith, neither ſought to exerciſe Lordſhip over thoſe 
that were weaker and younger then himſelf, but gave 
placc unto any that had the leaft Gift of God to cxercile , 
{o that through the Spirit of Meckneſs and Humility, with 
which he was adorned, he was exceeding lovely and beau- 
titul, and the hearts and ſouls of many were affected there- 
with, whoin ſimplicity thirſtcd after Righteouſneſs, 
{uch waited for him, as for the Rain, upon whom tis 
Dottrine ſo dropped : Yet nevertheleſs he was terrible to 
the Worker of Iniquity; and the Sword of his Mouth was 
very ſharp, for the Word of God was therein ; and when 
he had todo with any who oppoſed the Truth and Way of 
Lite and Salvation, which we profeſs and walk in (as oft- 
times 
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times he had) his Weapon was very ſharp to them, and 
they were not able to refiſt the Wiſdom of the Spirit by 
which he ſpoke, tor thereby he confounded their wiſdom, 
and broke their Weapons in pieces ; fo that they were oft 
ready to Blaſpheme God, hecauſe of the plague that it was 
torthem ; __ a Conqueror he was over on Beaſt and falſe 
Prophet, againſt whom he made War in Righteoufneſs,in 
and though the Power of the Lamb, in whoſe Spiric he 
finifhed his Teſtimony and Courſe in the Faith. - 

And as the Enemies of the Truth of God were many, 
and in divers ſhapes, that this valiant Souldiergot the Lamb 
had to encounter withal, ſo he wasalwayes furniſhed with 
Armor and Weapons, fit for the Work and Service in 
which he was exerciſed, by which he was enabled toen- 
counter with,and Conquer all : But at laſt, that his Armor 
and Weapons might be proved to be ſufficient toencount- 
er with the Enemy of Truth,in all kind of Appearances and 
Transformations, it was his lot with me, and divers others 
of the Servants of the Lord,to be engaged againſt the-Ene- 
my of Truth, who had wrarha | himſelf into the like- 
neſs ofan Angel of Light; and under a ſeeming pretence of 
appearing on the behalfof God and his Cauſe, &c. and a- 
gainſt Formality and Traditions, begun ſtrongly to oppoſe 
the Trutl:ef God, and the Miniſtry thereof in and through 
his Servants and Meſſengers (who have approved them- 
ſelves as the Miniſters of God, and as his Embaſladors) and 
co cry againſt our Aſſemblies and manner of Worſhip, and 
our Exerciſe therein,(as only Formal; ) in which we have 
always foand'the glorious Preſence, Power and Majeſty of 
theLord amongſt us,refreſhing;,comforcing and ſtrengrhen- 
ing of ns,even. according as our Hearts &Souls,can or could 
deſire;ſo that we were cngaged to juſtifie the Lord,in oppo- 
fition'to that gainſaying ſpiritgf deluſion, by which many 
fas were 
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124 A Teſtimony concething Richard Farnſworth, 
were beguiled & led away after Satanzto their hurt: And in 
our Teſtimony for the Lord, and againſt that (elf-ſepara- 
ting gainſaying Spirit, the Power of the Lord did greatly 
accompany and affiſt us, and was as greatly with us, as. 
in any ſervice that he had called us unto 4 The ſincere and 
wpright in heart (who have kept their firſt Love, and their ff 
Faith) art Witneſſes of it z and how in Love we laboured for 
the reftoration of thoſe who wete beguiled through the 
craft of the Enemy, and for the preſervation of thoſe 
who-hitherto have eſcaped his Snare, that is wall known 
co-many Witneſſes, Bur if none were ſenſible of it, the 
Lord he knows, and is Witneſs, that in ſincerity of heart 
(in the Name of the Lord) towards God and his People we 
were exerciſed z and in our Labour and Travel tor them, 
che Bleſkings of the Lord and his Peace, and the comfort 
of his Spirir, did poſſeſs and fill our hearts beyond the un- 
derſtanding of the World, although many, towards whom. 
we were {oin love exerciſed, could not believe, but ſome 
withſtood our Teſtimony, and kicked againſt itin their 
hearts,and refiſted the Counſel of God againſt themſelves, 
to the griet and ſorrow of our hearts. 
Therefore it pleaſed the Lord, in Love, Mercy and 
good Will to his Servant, my dear Brother  R, F, that his 


(47 12.. Travels, Burdens,. and grievous: Sufferings might, be put 
1 *toancndy and that our teſtimony for the Lord might be 


 fealed with the Life of his Servant againſt that Antichriſti- 
an Tara. Spirit of Oppoſition, which laboured to in- 
trude its ſelf into the Church, to fit as Ruler and Judge. 
there, Iſay, for theſe cauſes, -4»d for none contrary hereunto, 
it pleaſed God to viſit my dear Brether R, F., and to take 
him,our of the Body ; at which, I perceive, ſome whoare 
ignorant of what the Lord intended thereby have rejoyced: 
But let ſuch know, that they have made a wrong applica- 
HHP _ tior, 


RO. | 
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tion of the dealing of the Lord therein ; by which they 
have hardned themſelves, inſtead of being humbled 
through that which was ordered of God for their humilia- 
tion and good ; and if poſſible that ſuch may yet ſee, and 
rura to the flock of the Companions of Chriſt : And alſo 
that the locks who are (and have remained) in the true 
Fold may be refreſhedchereby, I ſhall here inſert the Laſt 
Teſtimony of the aforeſaid R. F, which was given by him, a 
very ſhort ſpace before his departure out of the Budy, in. 
the preſence of (ſeveral good Friends at which time in the 
Name, Strength, and,Powerof God, he was movcd to fit 
up in his Bed, and ſpake (concerning the Love of God, and 
coucerning our Teſtimony againſt the aforeſaid Anti- 
chriſtian, intruding, factious ſpirit) with as much ſtrength, 
Power and freeneſs of ſpirit,: as at any time he haddone 
in the time of his outward health. Whoſe words were as- 
tolloweth, 


Friends, God hath been mightily with me, and hath ſtood by 
me at this time, and his Power and preſence hath accompanied me 
all along, though ſome think that 1 am wnder a Cloud for {ome- 
thing ;, but God hath appeared for the owning of our Teſt 1mony, 
and hath broken in upon me as a flood, and 1 an: filled with his 
Love, more than I am able to expreſs; and God ts really appeared: 
for ws. If God himſelf had come down and (poken «s a man, he 
ould not have ſpoke more clearer to us than he hath done, by the 
many Teſtimonies from Heaven in his People concerning this: 
thing. Therefore 1 beſeech you Friends, here of this City of: 
London, (whether I live or dye) be you faithful to your Teſt 1mony.. 
which God hath committed to you, and 4s it ariſeth in your hearts," 
be faithfal to the Lord therein, | 

After which he was flent for alittle ſcaſon, and-/then 
his Mouth was again opened ini the Name. ang Power ot 
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the Lord, even as before, and he ſpake very precioully' 
unto Friends concerning the things before mentioned, 
ceſtifying of the greatneis Of the Love and Power of God, 

of which he was made partaker, and which he then felt ; 


_. and of the preciouſneſs of the Truth, which he had with: 


. us born witneſs of; and exhorted them to faithtulneſs and 
ſtedtaſtneſs therein, and to ſingleneſs, that nothing mighec 
be ſuffered to creep in of another nature to intermix there- 
with, ſaying, Ns Linſy-woolſy Garment wuſt be worn, &C. 
with much more to that effe, 'which cannot be remem- 
bred. And having thus given hisglaſt Teſtimony, as a 
Seal unto all the former Teſtimonies which he had given 
for. the Lord, and on his behalf, in about two or three 
Hours time after, being filled with the Peace and Love of 
God beyond declaring, (as himſelf ſignified) he departed 
this Lite, even likea Lamb, and Slept with his Fathers 
_ DIY and is entred into everlaſting reſt with the 
ord. 

And this may. ſerve alſoas a' ſufficient Teſtimony, to 
ſtop the Mouths of all who vaunt themſelves in his Gals 
as though he had been taken away in Judgment and Dif- 
prote ot the Lord, becauſe of his appearing on the be- 

alf of God againſt that Antichriſtian ſpirit of oppoſition, 
which contends againſt our Meetings, and Preaching, and 
the manner of our exerciſe in the Worſhip of God, as 
Formal, &c. And let ſuch know, that if his being re- 
moved prove a Judgment unto any, it will be to them, who 
rejected the Mercies of God by him tendred to them, and 
have thereby hardned themſelves againſt the Lord and his 
Servants, and have made a wrong application of the deal- 
1ags of the Lord with his Servant, even as thoſe who know 
not the purpoſe of God therein; and fo have ſhewed them- 
ſelves not to be the Friends of G 5d, as Abraham was, from 
| whom 
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whom God did not hide the thing that he intended , bur ler 
ſuch yet repeat, if a place can be found for them. 

And ſolet all my dear friends every where,. who believe 
in the Light of Jeſus, and who have taſted of the Love, 
Goodneſs, and Power of God, dwell in the ſcnce and feel- 
ing of his Love and Power, and let nothing divert or turn 
aſide the minds of any from perſevering in that pure hol 
way of Life, which they are called to walk in, and in whic 
the daily renewings of the peace and good will of God is 
witnefled ; neither let any be ſlack or remiſs,in performing 
that ancient, godly, Chriſtian practice of Aſſembling your 
(elves together in the Name and Fear of the Lord, tora(- 
much as ye know the exceeding benefic and advantage that 
ye havereceived thereby, becauſe of the Lords Appear- 
ance amongſt us, who, acording to his Promiſe hath not 
taited us unto this day , bur his Name and Power hath becn 
great amongſt us, and ſtill is, opening the myſteries of his 
Kingdom, and revealingugpt the vertue of his Lite in our 
Hearts and Souls, by his own Spirit, to our great refre(- 
ment and comtort ; ſo that we have not at any time been 
ſent empty away, who have in ſincerity thirfted after him, 
and in faithfulneſs wazted for his Appearance , which is ſuſfici- 
ent to encourage all- to perſevere in that godly pratiſe of 
meeting together with all integrity, without wavering, 
And foraſmuch as our aſſembling together at this day, is 
the great thing that the Enemy of Truth ſtrikes at in all his 
Inſtruments of all kinds, in which he appears againſt us ; 
it behoves all to ſtand and be faithful therein ; that the 
Cauſe of God may not be betrayed by any, through their 
declining from that godly PraQtice and duty, that theEnemy 
may not be encouraged thereby ro vaunt agaiaſt the Rem- 
nant that are faithful, to oppoſe them therein alſo ; bur 
rather, through your faithfulneſs and ſtability, the enemy 

may 
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$28 - A Teſtimony concerning Richard Farnſworth, ; 
may be diſcouraged in his Enterpriſes, and put to flight, 
that you may be Conquerors over him, and may tread 
Satan under foot, and may reign with the Lamb for 
CYCT. | | 
And my Friends,conſider the faithfulneſs ofmany of the 
Servants of the Lord,who loved not their lives unto death, 
who are gone betore, who preached and made known the 
Truth and way of Life to you, how they laboured and travel- 
ed amongſt you, in the Name and Strength of the Lord, to 
beget you unto God, and to build yex up in the moſt pretious 
Faith z and how they exhorted yoy time after rime to that 
2odly practice, of Aﬀembling together, and how they 
gave Example and Preſident therein as well as Exhortati- 
on thereunto, | 
Nay, have not divers of them laid down their Lives (not 
counting them dear to them) for that very Practice of Af. 
ſembling together 7 Yea, certainly they have ſoz ſome in 
Priſous, and ſome otherwiſe. Oh therefore my Friends, 
this Duty of Aﬀlembling together, ought not to be ſlight- 
ed; nay, hath notthe preſent Liberty that we do enjoy, 
 1n our — rogether, coſt the Lives of many © was 
it not with the blood of many (of them that bore the ſame 
T —_—_— which we bare) that this preſent Liberty hath 
been purchaſed ? and ought nor this Liberty then ro be 
prized, and made a right Ufe of, I am jealous with a godly 
Fealoulic » that all who are concerned , do'not rightly 
weigh, ponder, and conſider theſe things ; but Idefire 
all co conſider it, andlet notthat Teſtimony fall (by the 
negligence of any) which hath bcen (caled with the Lives 
of ſo many of Gods: Servants and Meſſengers, whoſe 
Knowledge and Underſtanding in the Way and Myſteries 
'of God, was not inſcriour unto any that are left behind, 
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and yet they cheartully effered upgyeir All for that Tefti- 
monies ſake. | ie | 


Therefore, my Friends, be diligent and faithful to the 
Lord, walking in his Covenaat of Lite, which will be a 


true Guide unto you, andau Inſtructor, and will keep your 


Deſires freſff towards the Lord, and your Love one towards 
another ; ſo that you will be conſtrained ts Come together, 
and to wait together.upon the Lord, to receive retrethment 
from his prelencg , which you will ſee aud fecl in the 
middeſt of you, hearts are kept in his Fearz and en- 
ter not into Si&@Mcion with Flefh and Blood, nor into 
reaſonings which: will ſay, Thou needeſt not go to Meetings, 
becauſe thy.Teacher # preſent 1h all ro, and ſo will draw thee 
iuro negligence of meeting with the Children ot Lighc, for 
it thou give heed unto ſuch reaſonings, thou wilt ſo0n find, 
thy Love wilkavax cold towards the People of God, and 
thou w:it loſe the ſence of the Teachings of the Lord, who 
is prcicat in all places ; for although he be in all places 
pretegt, yet hath he ordained and appointed, that his Peo- 
pie iho»1d Aftemble them(elves together to wait upon him, 
ai:d ro worthip him, and larh given the promiſe ot his Pre- 
ſcuce unto ſuch that doyſo, But if any draw back from 
aiiwering his requirings,,. his Soul will have no pleaſure in 
then : and ſ':ch will dye asg0 God, and will þecome as dry 
and withered Branches, al their Love will decay, and 
wax £0:d, and they will not have a ſight, nora ſenile of the 
Omnypreſence ifehe Lord, nor of his Teachings, though they 
n:@y talk of it,as multitude at chis day ,who arc altoge- 
cher ſtrangers thereunto,tukgher than by bear ſay. 

Ard therefore once mo y unto you all, Be faithful 
torhe Lord in your (everal Mcalures and ſtations, where 
the L074 hath tet you,and be diligent in that godly Practice 

Rr of 
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Aſſembling your {ce lvembes in which aTefti » for the 
foo 4s ho ar many have laid down their : eg Ah and 
let none make their blood of no effect, by [li hting Meetings, the 
preſent Liberty for which hath been purchaſed through the ſhedding 
their blood ;, but let all meet together, and being mer, wait upon the 
Lord in faithfulneſs, that you may feel the Springs and Fountain 
of Life opened amongſt you, and in the midſt of you, that you 
may be refreſhed and ſtrengthened, and may grow, and be enabled 
fo encounter with your Souls Enemy in all hs appearances, and may 
put him to flight, and may tread Satan under foot, and reign as 
Kings on Earth, and as Conquerors, to the praiſe of his Name 
(who hath called you, that he may take delight to dwell amoneſt 
you, and to do you good) who over all is worthy, God Bleſſed for 
evermore, | | 


By a Companion of thoſe who hold 
the Word of God and Teftimony 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſuffer for the 


ſame, Johiah Coale. 


67s. agg 

A-S$O'N:6 
Of the bp 2H 
Judgmencs & Mercics 
OF THE : 


£:O0-R D: 


W herein the things, ſeen in Secret, are 
declared Openly. 


Being, A Brief Demonſtration of the Secret Work of 
| the Almighty in me his Servant : | 


Given forth at the Mvings of the Spirit of the Lord, 
and is to go abtÞgd throughout the World, 


With a Hearty Salutatio weand Unfained Love, onte | 
frorm the Innocent Life, Win a few words) to all the Souldiers, 
the Lambs Army thoug Nations, and alſoto the S#ffer- 
ing Seed every where, 
With a few Words by wa 
have deſires in them t 
pgacs (ne ,( which we 
onr Lord) which to the . 
þ 


Will ſing of the Fu 5, and Mercies of the Lord y and 


 Beclare his wondrous Works wito all people , that the Inhabt+ 
tants of the Earth may hear, and fear, and reverence the 


nformation unto ſuch who may 
be Way to the Kingdows of Peace and 
ad are Heirs of through Chriſt Jeſs 
e Vilitation of God. SS. 


Lord who « holy, " —_ | : 
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x33 A Song of Fndgment and Mercy. 
When I walked in the way of the Wicked, and knew 
not the Path of the Juſt; when Ilived in Tranſgreſſion 
ainſt God, and knew not hisholy Law to walk therein , 
then oft-times did tear ſurpriſe me, and terror ſcized upon 
my heart ; for I ſaw that the way in which I walked, was 
the way that led to deſtyudtion; then as I conſidered the wa 
of. the World, I ſaw they were all gone-aftray, and: ns 
rhey had a Profeſſion of God, yer acquaintance with him 
they had not, neither was he to be foggd in their Aſſem- 
blies: Then my Soul languiſhed atter the Knowledge of 
bim, and after the Knewidlee of«ghe Way of Life , yet 
ſtill was I captivated with , vanity, and the deceitfulneſs 
of {in ſtole away my heart : But the good Spiric of God 
Kill ſtrived in me, to come ont of the wayes ot che World, 
Whoſe Worlhips I had long ſeen. to be but as the offeri 
of $wines-blood; and in my heart I could not joyn wich 
them, bur hada teſtimony in me againſt their wayesz 
and that which rhey called their: ordinances, I ſaw there 
as nothing of God in it, tor they were but #s a ſhadow, wa- 
nity and nothing, but how to come into the Way of Life, 
to this I was. ſtill a ſtranger, wnttl the Lord in his Eternal 
© Power: ſent the Miniſters of the Word of Life, who were 
anointed of the Lord , and enduey with Power from on 
high, zo pre.:ch the glad tydings fe Goſpel to the captruated 
Seed, aud to miniſter to the ſpprits that were 1# priſon, whoſe 
voice I rejoyced to hear, and* whoſe Teftzmony I gladly 
received, For they deolared th "of Life, that it was in - 
the midſt of the Path of Tudemetty and the Witneſs of God 
in my heart did ſeal to the truth} ir Teftimony * and this 
I faw was the way that the rs of Iniquity knew not: 
For, there « 10 judgment in their goings : Then my ſoul cry- 
ed unto God for the poxrings forth of the Spirit of Fudgment, 
that I might walk in the paths thereof, aud that the filth thereky 
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A Song of Fudgment and Mercy. TEL» 
wicht be purged away: For 1 ſaw that my heart was polluted, 
and that there was »o Habitation for God, which cauſed me 
F0,0urn in deſolation, and. to wander in ſolitary places : So 
as I waited in theLight of his Son, which ſhined in my 
Heart and Conſcience, there he revealed his righteous Judg- 
ments, and the juſt rejoyced thercin, yea he brought me 
mto the valley thereok, and there did he plead with me, 
even by ſ = and by fire, &c. He pourcd the Cup of bes fury 
—_—_ me, and made me drink of the dregs thereof, yea 
the Cup of trembling he put into my hand, and gladly did 
I receive it, though it was in my belly bitter: he ofc- 
tines ſorely afflitfed me,. and cauſed deep ſorrow to compaſs 
me avout, and poured his indignation upon me : Then ſaid I, 
I wiil bear it with patience, becauſe 7 have ſinned againſt 
thee : Yet many times I was ſtrongly aſſaulted with the 
wiclent raze of the wicked one, tor he ſhot his fiery darts at \ 
me, mhich often wounded my Soul: Then I cryed unto the 
Lord in my diſtreſs, and he comforted me with his precious 
promiſes, which begart a ſccret hope ia me, or elſe 1 had 
fainted in the tribulation, when his vials of wrath were poured 
20n me, and the Enemy cane in like a flood: then was I ready 
to ſay in my heart, 7 ſhall one day fall by the hand of mine Ene- 
my; yetl was ſtill ſuſtained by a ſecret hope; fſorharl 
cryed unto the Lord, That the would never let his Fudgments- 
depart, until the Prince of this World was judged and caſt out = 
So he followed me with his righteofts Judgments, «tis 
1 was near ready to faint : Then I cryed azain, ſaying , If 
thou wilt indeed bring me through thy Fudgments, and grant 
me thy Everlaſting Peace ;_ 1f thou wilt deſtroy the Enemy of 
”y Soul, and give me reſt from thoſe that oppreſs me, They 
will I Teach Sinners thy w:yes, and Tran{ereſſors ſail be comver- 
ted upto thee : yea, I made many promiſes unto him, #hat my 


life I would give up nnto his ſeruise, and that 1 would fo:iow him 
4 whither- "* 
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whitherſoever he would lead me + yet oit-times Ienquired, of 
the Lord, why I ſhow/d be ſo afflieFed more thaw others ;' For 
T ſaid in my heart, Never mans ſorrow was like my ſorrow : 
Then be anſwered me, and faid, How ſhonldft thou declare 
my wondrous works, unleſs thou ſee, and know them; So when 
I had born the indignation long, even che time of his good 
pleaſure , when TI had been long tofled with tempeſts, 
even as a ſhip upon the Sea, ' and had long been as a Pelican in 
the Wilderneſs, and an owl in the deſert, yea, as a ſilly Dove 
without a mate, then he remembred Jacob his r_ and 
was pleaſed to ſpeak comfortably unto me; ſaying, Oh, 
thou tofled with tempeſts, afflicted, and not comforted, 
Behold I will lay thy Stones with fair colours, and though 
for a moment 7 have affiitfed thee , yet with everlaſting lo- 
ving-kindneſs have I viſited thee; and with ge / ſweet and 
precious promiſes he compaſſed me about, which at this 
time: 15 unutterable, and þ put the Cup of Conſolation into my 
hand, yea he cauſed it to overflow, tor which my Soul did mag- 
nific his Name, and gave praiſe unto him in the land of the {Foing, 
unto which, "by the Arm of his Powers, I was brought 
through the long and terrible Wilderneſs ; for he hadre- 
gard "unto his own Seed, and brought it forth by an out-ſtretched 
Arm : forhe plagued Pharoah with his Judgments, and de- 
ffroyed the Egyptians im the Red-Sea of his wrath : Where- 
lore I magnifie the God of Heaven (who is Light) and 
extol him above all Gods ; for che Proud he is able to abaſe 
with his Judgments, and co exalt the Meck with his tender 
Mercies. | 
Thus have I drunk the bitter Cup of Gods fierce indig- 
nation, the Miniſtration of the Law, and of Condemnati- 
on, which in its time was glorious; the Juſt rejoyced 
therein, until the. Prophets Miniſtery came, whereby ihe 
ope 
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hope: came in of a Redeemer from all fin, the Law, and 
Curſe'thereof; (And of deliverance from the Judgmene 
and the Wrath) which ſtayed me in the patience, to-bear 
che indignation,! under which Ilong had travelled through 
maay tribrlacions, __ Miniſtry I came to ſee, 
which wasthe greateſt of all the Prophets which had gone 
before, from the greateſt unto the ſmalleſt - For then che 
Way was made ſo ſtrait, the Path was made (o plain, that 
the coming of God's Son I ſaw in his great Power to raign, 
whoſe Kingdom now is come with Power ; the Lamb is ſer 
on's throne che leaſt that in this Kingdom is, be greater is 
then Fohn : So here the Myſtery of the work of Regenera- 
tioisz he that can read me herein, may know where 
my dwelling is. | 

So when he had thus exerciſed me with his Judgments, 
ard filled my: heart with his tender Mercies, and cnlar- 
ged it with his Loving-kindneſs, ſo that the Way of his Com- 
mandments was delightful unto me, and my lite was not 
dear unto me for his ſake; then he ſpake unto me, -ſaying, 
Thou muſt be my Servant to bring again the diſperſed of 
Iſrael, &c. with much more, which 1 judge is not expedi-, 
cnt here to be expreſſed; So to his ſervice I gave up my 
life cruly, and whatſoever I had, I accounted not dear 
tor his- ſake; for he gave me the promiſe of his\good 
preſence, that it ſhould never leave me, nor forfake me, 
but that he would accompany me therewith : And he is 
faithful, and keepech Covenant, and periorms his word 
unto his Servant; For he hath carried me through ma- 
ny Countries ia which I was a Stranger, and tromone 
Nation to. another People” he hath led me; and fome- 
times through many People of divers and itrange Ean- 
Buages , and his good preſence never departed ijrom 


me ſince Ileft the Land of my vativity ; butheisa con» 
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ſtant -Companion unto me, and his Almighty - pow- 
er is with me, through which 7am able to do all things, 
and-no thing is hard unto me ; though bonds and travels 
attend me, yet the comfort of his Spirit is with me, and 
all places are alike unto me, both che roaring Sea, and 
the dry Land, becauſe of his Omaipreſence who created 
themall; And this is the Mighty God of Abraham, Tſaac, 
and Facob,who is with me,who fills my heart daily with his 
Love, -and cauſeth his Blefſing and Living Vertue ro 
abound, ſo that my Cup doth overflow, for which 7 Bleſs 
and Magnitic his Name, and Sound forth -his Praiſes 
through the Horn of his own Anoiated;, And this is the 
God whom David ſerved, who is now with me, evea he 
that made him wiſer then his Teachers, and gave him 
more underſtanding chen the Ancients, and delivercd him 
out of the Mouth of the Lion, and trom the paw of the 
dovouring Bear, and gave the Life of the uncircumciſed Phi- 
liſtine z»to his hand, even he it is thatdoth accompany me, 
and carry me through all my travels, who ſpake to Moſes 
out of the Buſh when it was on Fire, and was not conſumed, 
at whole voice Moſes feared ind trembled "exceedingly; and 
this is he ot whom I make my Boaſt, whoſeads me whe- 
therioever he pleaſeth ; And who ſhall wichſtand him in 
his way, and not fall before him 2 for the lofty Gity he bring- 
eth it down, he layethit low even with the duſt, Wherefore 
howl ye Inhabitants thereot z For behold, your deſolati- 
01 cometh (wiitly, and 1i01e ſhail be able to hinder ir ; 
for the Deſtroyer of the Gentiles is on his way z and who 
is he that ca:: withſtand him,or be able to deliver you out of 
the juſt hand ofthe Almighty 7 tor he is greater and ſtrong- 
cr then all, whole Controverſic is certainly great with 
yo'i, and will aſſuredly plead with you in his jealouſfie, and 
11 his fiercc indignation, and vou ſhall not eſcape his wa 3 
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| A Song of Fudgment and Merey. r37 
for he will find yov out, whatſocver covering you hide your - 
ſelves under, end he willrecompence eycry- one accord- 
ing to their doings; for all things are naked and bare be- 
fore him with whom we have todo, And his Kingdom of 
Righteouſneſs ſhall be exalted over all theKingdoms of the 
Earth, and the Lord God Omniporent ſhall raign, and the . 
Powers of Darkneſs muſt bow befire him that fits upon 
the Throne, and rides upon the white Horſe _ name is cal- 
led Faithful and true; and in righteouſneſs be doth Judze 
and make War : wherefore let the Armies that are in Heaven 
rejoyce, that follow him apon white Horſes ; for your Enemies 
ſhall be given into yow hands for a prey, and by their. 
ſpoil ſhall yow be enriched: He that hath an Ear to Hear, 
tet him Hear what the Spirit ſaith, which now ſpeaketh cx- 
preſly, and fignificth che things that muſt ſhortly come to 
aſs: 5: | 
: W herefore put on valour and courage you heads of the 
Army of the Lords Heavenly Hoft, who are in the front of 
the Battel, and art oft-times deeply engaged in War 
with the Beaſt and falſe Prophet, (who muſt be taken alive, 
and caſt intothe Lake: ) Iſay unto you my beloved Bre- 
thren, and Fellow-Souldicrs ( whoſe Weapons are not 
carnal but ſpiritual, and mighty through God) Tam not 
inſenſible of your travels, combats, and oppoſitions, and 
hardſhips which daily you mect withal, but in my mca- 
ſure partake with yowv, and do truly travel in your 
ſtrengrh, (1 ſpeak tro the wiſe in heart) and I alſo par- 
take with you of the everlaſting Conſolation which daily 
abounds, {o that we need not faint in our minds, nor in: 
our hearts, 'though oar Enemies ſcem many in number, 
and preat in ſtrength; tor the Lord, the mighty Goal of 
Facob is with us , even the Mizhty Fehovah is on our 
fide, (and this you fully know, and it .is not becauſe you 
SC know 
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hw not theſe end F that I write . 0 -you, but 
becauſc you know it, and can ſeal this Teſtimony, and that 
you may be refreſhed hereby ;) and. he it is that fights all our 
Battels for us , and all Nations are but 45 4 drop of a Bucket be- 
fore him ,, and the hearts of Kings are in his hand, and he can 
turn them as the Rivers of Waters , who turns a Fruitfull 
Land into barrenneſs, for the wickedneſs of them that dwell 
therein. 
- Wh my beloved Brethren, how doth my Soul love yas, 
and cleave unto you ! how oft are you in my Remembrance ! 
and ſweet, plcaſant, and delightful is the Remembrance. 
of you uato me'; your Beauty otttimes even raviſheth 
my Heart, and (at this time) evea overcomes me z your 
Crown is glorious which I behold, aad the might ot the 
Power with which you are endued, and by which you arc 
armed, who can declare ! Oh, goon theretore you mighty 
men of War, yew valiaat Champions of the Lord's Hoſt lay 
waſte the heritage of th: wicked, that the heritage of the godly 
may flouriſh: Let the Nations feel the ſtroke f the Hand of 
the God of David (who is with yos) who (mote the Phi- 
liftine (that defied the Armies of the living God) chat he 
dycd, Let the Enemies of Gods Truth be ſmitten in the hinder 
parts, that they may” fall and never riſe azain , For Gog and 
Magog have ſet th:mſelves in Battel againſt the Loxd, and 
the Bryers and Thorns thall ſer themſelves in array , bur, 
Oh how will he dsſhthems to pieces like a Potters Veſſel of Clay ! 
and how will he burn them up, and conſume them with the Fire of 
his Fealouſie, and fierce Indiznation, and Wrath! how will 
he conſume it, and lay waſte, wntil the $poyler be utterly ſpoil- 
ed, and the Dewourer baid waſte! for the Cryes of the 0p- 
preſſed and Viſtreſſed Suffering Seed & entered into the Fars 
of the Lord Cod of Sabboth, ani he hath aſſuredly regard 
therewunto, and he - 0 WW and mide bare his Arm, that 
S | cut 
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cut Rahab, and wounded the Dragon in the dayes of old, and he 
hath rouzed up himſelf as a man out of Sleep, and hath put os 
the Garments of Vengeance. for clothing, and is clad with Zeal 
47 with a Cloak : and fury to his 4dverſaries he will repay ; and 
he will certainly plead the cauſe of his own El: it, who have no other 
helper in the Earth. 


_ Wherefore all you ſuffering Lambs of the True Shep- | 


' herds Fold, be of good chear, and of good comfort, and 
ſuffer patiently whatſoever the Enemy ſhall be ſuffered 
or permitted to inflict upon you tor the tryal of your faith ; 
and eternally I fay unto you, it will be yow Crowntfor 
ever, andeverlaſting reward ſhall you receive from the 
hand of the Almighty 5 when you have been tried through- 
ly, then ſhall you appear i» the Beauty of holineſs, and yoar 
[orrow ſhall be turned intorejoycing ; _ for your affliction yors 
thall have the everlaſting comfort of Gods good Spirit, 
which ſhall abide with yow torever ; and the wicked, and 
thole that hate you, ſhall be clothed with ſhame and evcr- 
laſting contempt, and confuſion ſhall cover them, for rhe 
Month of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 


W acretore put on *courage and ſtrength inthe Name of 


the Lord, and lift up your heads above all ſufferings, 
for theſe things laſt but for amonnent, and wil! paſs away, and 
be forgotten, as they had not been, and are not worthy 
to be compared tothe glory that i to be revealedin them who 
abide faithtul; for their reward witf be everlaſting, and 


will endure tor ever; wherciore above all lave aw eye. 


unco the Lord,and nave reſpect wnto the recompence of reward, 
and tis WIN carry you through witch cheartulueſs, fo thar 
xoth:13 will #e dear ware you for hs [ke who h.th thed abroad 
bis rich Lot te geer hearts, and the aboundings thereof. 'T 
queſtion not batghe upright in heart tee] daily : For the 
Lord is not flack rowards any of hizfaithful ones, bur is 
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149 A Song of Fudgement and Mercy, \ 
free and large in my Eee rich in his cies. and free- 
ly extends it, even as a River into the hearts of his choſe : 
, wherefore be repleniſhed therewith you ſuffering Planes ; 
for this I teſtific unto you in the Name of the Lord, that the 
vertue of the Life of Holineſs Ithus hold forth freely to- 
wards you, ſo that none needs faint under the Oppreſſor,but 
may receive renewedneſs of ftrengh to bear yet a ſcaſon: 
And b-hold, he in whom you have believed will be aveng; 
ed on your Adverſaries, and will (mite your Enemies in * 
hinder parts, and they ſhall fall, and noae ſhall help them, 
neither ſhall they rife again. If you walk humbly with the 
Lord, and reverence him above all, who is the God of Life; 
chen ſhall yos have reſt from all your Enemies, and your Por- 
tion ſhall be the Lord,and your Kingdom ſhall be that which 
is not of this World, which is an everlaſting Kingdom, and 
ſhall never have end : So the Lord God of my Life keep you 
all in Lowlineſs,and Faithfulneſ(s,and true Humility beſore 
him ; - for he who is the Holy one of Tſrael dwells with ſuch, 
and unto ther-his goodneſs extends,but eſpecially to them 
of aclean heart : Farewel, 4 | 


' 


Written at the movings of the Spirit of the Lord, the T:ighth day of 
the Third Moneth, 1662, «s I was travelling in the Wilderneſs, 
44 without, 6u l,ong-Ifland is America, and ponderin? ix my heart 
the things of 04, and hu dealings in times paſt, and ale preſent ; 
then the Spirit of the Lord, and the Power of the Lord overſhadowed 


me, and by fv y filed the Temple, and be fuewed me things not now 
lanfal ro be declared, 
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To all who' deſire to know the Way: ro the Kinzdom 
of Peace and Righteouſneſs; this to you u the 
Vifitation of God. 


E hes which was in the beginning, before the World was, and 


is now made manifeſt, which we have ſeen, and which 


we have taſted of, and which our hands have bandled 
of the. Word of Life y and that which is revealed to us 
in fecret of the Spirit of the Lord, that do we declare 
openly even that which we are eye Witneſſes of, For the 
Wor hath:took fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us, and we have 
beheld his glory, 4s the glory of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther , full of Grace and Truth: And this is he who is ap- 
pearcd in Spirit, and made maniteſt tor this end, rhatthe 
works of the Devil: might be deſtroyed; and that by and 
through him, rhe God of the ſpirits of all fcſh might be re- 


vealed ; for want of whoſe knowledge the people periſh, - 


and many (in divers parts of the World, as I have obſcr- 
ved) are in great perplexity and {ome even at their wits 
end, becauſe of the diſtractions, and many cries that are in 
the World, ſome crying thisis the way, and other ſome, 
tun! is the way;zand al of them from the Light of the Son of 
God i1- their own hearts and Conſciciices, which leads in 
tac way.ot Lite and Peace (all who are guided by it) and. 
out of all confuſion and 'deſtruction about Religion, ,agd 
Clirch-Ordinance, and wor(hip, and ſuch things, abour 
which the World is in heaps aydfconiuſion 5 and are pre- 
(cri>ing wayes and worihips # the;x own fallen wiſdom, 
2.4 would compel all to cont thereanas, (and fo 

1 11.tnd eh- Gp r(cience of reople £9 their wills) which 
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136 A Song of Fudement 4nd Mercy. 
ought to be lelt unto the Lord, to be exerciſed.by his Power 
4a matters of Worſhip and Obedience towards him; and his 
Prerogative is to Rule there ; So that people muſt either 
diſobey God, or the Laws of corrupt fallen Man ; and whe- 
ther is better, judge ye, = | | 
_ And this is (ad to {ee and conſider ; becauſe there hath 
been for ſo many Years by paſt, ſo much preaching, and 
{o much- profeſſion” of : Liberty of Conſcience, and the like, 
and thar by men of all Proteffions, as they have come 
into Authority one affer another ;-and many arid ſeeming 
fair Promiles have been made by them all, that free Liberty 
of Conſcience (ia things relating to God) ſhould be granted and 
allowed to people of all ſorts : tor the breach of which En- 
gagements (with many other) divers have already been 
rooted out, and overt'racd: and yet thereby men have 
not taken warning (though beſides, warnings have oft 
been given them jn render love) to perform their Promiſes 
and Engagements in theſe things, .and all other, though 
much conſiſteth therein as to their Eſtabliſkment z and 
on the contrary, to their Ruination : Neither have 
they Learned to give the ſame Liberty to others (in things 
relating to the Conſcience) as themſelves would: defire 
to have; and this is not todo as rtkey would be done un- 
ro. And thercin they are ſhort oftulfilling the Royal Law 
of God, ; 
Wherefore let all people (who are making Laws to com- 
pel me.:s Conlcience) conſider how they are degenerated 
from God, and how darkneſs hath covered them, and 
hardnefs of heart hath ſeized on them z fo that they can- 
not have regard ungo tender Conſciences, but in the pride 
or thcir hearts wouſl ve Lords over the Conſciences of 0- 
thers: Surcly they are not guided by the ſame Spirit that 
_ the Apoltic was in the primitive times, who (aid, Let every 
An 
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" A Song of 'Fudgnient' nd ately. =— 137: 
man be jul preſwaded in his own Conſcience, and this was true 
Liberty of Conſcience. - | | | 


And notwithſtanding all the Proteflion that there hath 
been, and yetarc in the World, and the Talk of God, and 
Chriſt, and Redemption , and Salvation by  him,. yer 

now, when the Son of God is come, is there faith to be 
tound on Earth 2 or are people Redeemed-from the Earth, 
or ſaved from the pollutions of the World * I cell you nay 5 
jor all whoerr from the Light of the Son of God in them, 
they are in-the Alination, ' and Degeneration, and are. 
| ſtrangers unto God and his Covenant of Peace, and Repro- 
bate concerning that | Faith which gives the Saints victory 
over the World, and ſo are drove out -into the Earth 
(not redeemed from it) but are Bond-flaves to corruption, 
and live in the-pollutions of the World : Andin this ſtate 
the whole World lyech, notwithſtanding all their Pro. 
teffion, and talk of Religion which is amoagſt them; and 
ſo their fruics plainly manitcſt it aad thereby it is clear- 
ly. ſeen, that their Teachers were not ſent of the Lord, 
neither have they had his Word, nor ſtood in his Counſel ; 
therefore have they not profirted the people, nor turned 
them from the evil of their wayes, neither are they 
brought to the knowledge of the Truth by which Freedom 
and Redemption is witnefled : 'So their Preaching is vain, 
and their Faith is vain, and they remain in their fins, which 
ſeparates them from God, and are dead while they live, 
aud are unreftored, and unreconciled, and have no aflu- 
rance of their eternal wel-being : And when any ogmes 
intoa ſerious Conſideration,and uato a true ſence of the (ad 
ſtate they are in, and how they have. lived, ad ſpent 
their time all their Life long : Then Judgmenr, and 
Wrath, Condemnation, and Pangs, and the Sorrows of 
Hell conpaſleth them about z and thcn-{ecing themſelves 
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io-the periſhif®tate, arc cvenat their wits end yet theſe 
things they conſider not in the time of: their proſperity. | 
 Wheretore all people every ;where,who deſire:to come 
out of theſe Diſtractions, and Caontuſions,” and Hurryings, 
and Contentions about Faith,and Worſhip,andOrdinances, 
and out of the Pollutions which the World lives in, and 'ts 
come into the $piritual Werſhip which i 1n the Spirit and in the 
Truth: To you I ſfay,thatis the Spirit of Truth in you all(in which 
God will be worſhipped) which reproves you of fin inyour hearts ; 
and as you come into ovedience to thatit will bring you into the Spi- 
ritual Worſhip For the Spiritual Worſhip conſifteth in Obedience 
to the Spirit 5 and this is the everlaſting Ordinance of God(wviz.) 
Chriſt the Light,the quickening Spirit , for him hath God ordained 
of old, to all that believe, and work Righteouſneſs for Salvation : 
So all being exerciſed in the Light, and with the quickni:g 
Spirit, here yow are cxerciſcd in the 0r4inance of God and 111% 
the leving Subſtance i knows, in which the Shadows, Types, a1 
Figures end : And here the Hand-writing of Ordinances t blotted 
oat : And here the Law ends, which was contained in Ordinances, 
(mark that) i» Chriſt the everlafting Ordinance. 


Concerning FAITH. ©"Þþ 


A Ne the Living F AITH, which gives the Saints vicFory over 
R. the World,this cometh by hearing of theyyord, which i nigh 
anto you all,even in your hearts, and in your mouthes : and as eve- 
ry one. comes to hear and obey it, you wil! thereby be begotten 
in the aith which was once delivered to the Saimts, by which they 
waphzht Righteauſneſs,and thatis the Farth whithigtveth widFory 
over the World, and which worketh by love for the purifying of the 
Conſcreace from dead works to ſerve the IWing God ; and without 
this Faith it w impoſſible to pleaſe God , for whatſoever is not of 
Faith i (in, ' So {earch your (elves, and ſee, whether you are 

in 


ſelf even as God i Pure: 
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oj A Song of Fudgment and 145 
in this Faith, yea or nay;or whether your Paith be not a dead 
Faith : Forthat which doch nat lead to work righteouſneſs 
is adead faith : for as the body without the ſpirit i dead,ſo faith 
without works is dead alſo, yet by works only there is none juftified,s 
(and faith without works is dead far theF aith of Abraham nc, ay 
with works, and by works Faith is mage perfet# : So let not anyde. 
ceive themſelves with a fained faith, or framed in the ima * 
ginationy for that is a vain faith, and not able to fave you: ? 
Alle bewpre that your Faith towards God be not taught by the Pre- 
cepts of men, for that will ſtand yos in no ſtead, neither will it 
give you victory over the Pollutions of the World, nor parifie 
your hearts from fin: Wherefore mind the Word which is ml 

_ 


by the hearing of Which Faith cometh,even the LivingFait 
which the Faſt live, which was once delivered te the Saints, 
which we earneſtly content for. - 


(oncernins HOP E. 


Nd the living Hope,which maketh not aſhamed, but puryfieth ' 

the heart even 4s God is pure : Thigis not witneſſed nor. 
known, but through the tribulation,& patience in the expe- 
rimental working and operation of the Spirit of Life ia the 
inward parts,and Word of Life; For by the Word of God,whieh 
lives and abides for ever, are we begotten again unto s lively Hope, 
which we have for an anchor both ſure and ſtedtalt in all 
our Tryals,and toffings,and hurryings which we meet with- 
al in the World, and amongſt the hypocritical Proteſlors 
thereof, whoſe Hope will periſh ia the day when theWrath of 
God us revealed from Heaven upon all who hold the Truth in 
unrighteouſneſs : But he whoſe Hope, i begotten by the opera- | 
tion of the Word and Spirit of Life, even he it is that purifies him- © 


Ti ſe 


A t "we 
Wes PO 
- ea ”* 


La . E p 3%” nk w ws 
16 opp vn 1 
m7 
"is : es. £2 4 
+. - fs pn ee = 
ow re, an TN £8 Baaptncs aw; 0g [WOT NR SO 
SH wc ty i PR IU wo? £F"18 6 IT 


pdf 57 
> Mie 


o 
Kane 
yo 


- v 0 aut 
I IE 


< $2. a, et Grathf 


» dou. 4/04 

Ke we oe NG <= al 

A Tees, as # 
_— wo. 


Hub. AAAS] « 
- A my, RR” 
8 Wt d FOB: L #47 9 =_—_ * _ 
y DO EP” ae "4% fi vl 
7” ay,” oh ee rm ana font 5 IC... 
* 7 


I. "ey % 
146 - A Song of Fudement and Mercy. TO 

Soall whodefire the Way of Life co knows,and to walk 
in the Pathof Peace, which the Worker of Iniquity knows 
not; I ſay unto yos all.it is in the midſt of the Paths of Judg- 
ment, which Chrift the Light, the wiſdom of God leads unto : YO 
every one,the light in your own Conſciences minde,where- 
with Chriſt Jeſus the Son of the Fathers love hath caligh- 
rened'yow; and as you Wait in it, you will finde it checking 
ahd reproving you for fin and iniquity in the ſecret of. yoar 
hearts and Conſciences;and as every one comes to be guid- 
ed by this Light, which is the way, it will be an infallible 
guide unto you, to lead - in the way of Righteouſnels, and 
in the midſt of the paths of Judgmeart ; and the worker of 
iniquity you will fee judged in your own particulars daily;and 
the Prince of this World will come to be caſt out, as you 
dwcll in the Judgment ; and this is the way whereby $70# 
comes to be redeemed. 

Wherefore dwell in that which judgeth the man of {in in 
your own particulars: and joyn not to that Nature which 
would lead to work iniquity,or unrighteouſneſs, but joyn to 
that which (in your own particulars) judgeth ir;and here the 
Croſs you will know, which the whole World are Strangers to. 
and then the 014 man will come to be weakened,and tobe put 
off with hzs deeds, that the New map be put on, which i created 
n Rizhteouſneſs and true Holine(s/aut this workkis not wrowght 
nor effe td but thhugh many Combars, Trials, and great 
Tribulations.which formerly you were not acquainted with. 
while you were lead captive at the Devils will,and followed 


2. 11is laſts, and the irons man armed kept the houſe then all was at 


peace ; but when the ſtronger i comt, the other muſt be boan4,and 
a ſpoil of his #cod4s muſt be mage, and his heritage mult be laid 
waſte, for the coming of the ſecond 4dam(Chrilt Jeſus che 
Light of the World, is not 0 ſe1.d Peace On Earth, but a 
Sword,and then you will hear of VWarc.and rumors of Wars.{ee then 

| that 
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A Song of  Fudement and, Mercy. 147 
that.ye be not troubled, for theſe are but the beginning of ſorrow, 
but the end i not yet. | | | 

So as every one are exerciſcd with the Spirit of Truth (in 
your own particulars, which reproves you of fin) this will lead 
you into 41 truth, and to work-Righteouſneſs, and will bring 
you to fulfil the RoyalLaw,and the -Prophers; which is,to 4s 
wnts all men as you would men ſhould do unto you : And whenfo- 
ever the motions of fin and 1niquity ſhall arile in your hearts, 
aS-y0u watch in the Light icwwillbe ſeen,and by the Spirit of 
Truth it will be judged,betore it will be broughrforth into 
action;and here the Cockatrice is cruſhed-in the ſheY;& 3Ba- 
bylons brats daſh t againſt the ſtone,and happy ſhal he be that does ſo, 

So there mult be a diligeat watch {et before the door of rhy 
Lips, and a diligent waitmng in the Eight (which is the eye 
that the Enemy may be ſcenin all his wiles, and: that his 
baits and ſnares may be diſcovered,and eſcaped,who lies in 
wait to devour, and hunts for tharend, to keep the heart 
polluted, forthen he hath his neſt there ; ſoberewith a young 
man may nos his way,evenby taking bred thereunto,according to 
the Word, which ts pure,and « migh even in the heart, and in the” 
moxth,and this is the Word of Faith which we preach,which 
was in the beginning, andis nigh unto all,which you do well if 
you take heed,as toa lt bo jhining tn a dark place,until the day dawn, 
and the Day-(lar = in your hearts-: And as you alltake heed 
unto this Word, it will be unto you a Light unto your feet,” and 4 
- Lanthory unto your paths, and the operation'ot it yow will know 

as a fire to purge the filth. out of every ones heart, and as a 
Sword to ſeparate yos from your former Lovers: and this is the 
Word of Reconciliation which(purging qut the filth) reconciles we -- 
79 God; and this will be aTcac bs near,youglo that none will 
need go tar tor teachings;for your eyeſhall ſee your Teaclicr, 
wW hich ſhall not be removed into acornerany more,accord- 
iog to the Promiſe of God made by his Prophets in'the days 
VT ui ot 
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Soall whodefire the Way of Life to knows,and to walk 
in the Pathof Peace, which the Worker of Iniquity knews 
nor; I ſay ufito yos all, it is in the midſt of the Parhs of Judg- 
ment; which Chrift the Light, the wiſdom of God leads unto : Y0 
every one,the light in your own Conſciences minde,where- 
wich Chriſt Jeſus the Son of the Fathers love hath ealigh- 
rened you ; -and as you Wait in it, you will finde it checking 
and reproving you for fin and iniquity in the ſecret of. yoar 
hearts and Conſciences;and as every one comes to be guid- 
ed by this Light, which is the way, it will be an infallible 
guide unto yos, to lead you in the way of Righteouſneſs, and 
in the midſt of the paths of Judgmeat ; and the worker of 
iniquity you will ſee judged in your own particulars daily;and 
the Prince of this World will come to be caſt out, as you 
dwell in the Judgment; andthis is the way whereby $10 
comes to be redeemed. 

Wherefore dwell in that which judgeth the man of {in in 
your own particulars: and joyn not to that Nature which 
would lead to work iniquity,or unrighteouſneſs,but joyn to 
that which (in your own particulars) judgeth it;and here the 

- Croſs you will know, which the whole World are Strangers to. ; 
ard then the 014 man will come to be weakened,and tobe put 
off with hs deeds, that the New map be put on, which i created 
7” Righteouſneſs and true Haline(s;but this workis not wrought 
nor effe cd but tHhugh many Combats,, Trials, and great 

Tribulations,which formerly you were not acquainted with, 
while you were lead captive at the Devils will,and followed 

bis laſts, and the flromg man armed kept the houſe then all was at 

\ peace + but when the ſtronger i come, the other muſt be bound,and 

a ſpoil of his goods muſt be made, and his heritage mult be laid 

waſte; for the coming of the ſecond Adam (Chritt Jeſus the 
Light of the World) is not ro ſed Peace on Earth, but a 
Sword;and then yaw will hear of Wars.and rumors of Wars.ſee then 

— that 
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that.ye be not rreubled, for theſe are but the beginning of ſarrow, 
but the end i not yet. ws veep | 
So as every one are exerciſed with the Spirit of Truth (in 
your own particulars, which reproves you of fin) this will lead 
you into #1 truth, and to work. Rich teouſneſs,, and will bring” 
you to fulfil the RoyalLaw,and the Ptrophers; which is,zo 48 
wnto all men as you would-men ſhould do unto you : And whenſo- 
ever the motions of fin and zniquity ſhall arile in yoar hearts, 
as you watch in the Light itwillbe ſeen,and by the Spirit of 
Truth it will be judged, before it will be broughrforth into 
a&tion;and here 4 Cockatrice is cruſhed-in the ſheY;& Ba- 
bylons brats daſh'd againſt the ſtone,and happy ſhal he be that does ſo, 
So there mult be a diligent watch {et before the door of thy 
Lips, and a diligent waiting in the Eight (which is the eye) 
that the Enemy may be ſeen in all his wiles, and: chat his 
baits and ſnares may be diſcovered,and eſcaped,who lies in 
wait to devour, and hunts for thatend, to keep the heart 
polluted, forthen he hath his neſt there ; ſo,herewith a young 
man may Hleanſe his way,evenby taking bred thereunto,arcordaing to 
the Word, which ts pure,and s figh,even in the heart , and in the” 
»outh,and thisis the Word of Faith which we preach,which 
was in the beginning, andis nigh'unto all, which you do well if 
you take heed,as toa light jhining in a dark place,until the day dawn, 
and the Day-ſtar £5 x your hearts: And as you alltake heed 
unto this Word, it will be unto yow a Light unto your feet," and 4 
Lanthorn unto your paths, and the operation of it yow will know 
as a fire to purge the filth. out of every ones heart, and as a 
Sword to ſeparate you trom your former Lovers: and this s the 
Word of Reconciliation which(parging que the filth) reconciles ws": 
79 God, and this will be aTeac by near;yowglo that none will 
need go far tor teachings;tor your eyeſhall ſee your Teacher, 
which ſhall not be removed into a-cornerany more,accord- 
ing to the Promile of God made by his Prophets in'the me” 
| T £2 0 
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of old, agd your ears ſhall bear this }Ford behind you Jrjing thi is 
the Way, walk in it, when you turn to the right hand, or when 
you rurn to the lefr, | | 
Wherefore, © encline your ears, and come unto me (ſaith the 
Lord) hear andyour Souls ſhall live, and I will make with you an 
Everlaſting Covenant, *tven the ſure Mercies of David : SO 
now the day of gathering into Gods Everlaſtiag Covenant 
of Light, Lite and Peace is comes and new 1s the day of 
Gods Viſitation unto all People, and the time now is 
wherein you may come to know reconciliationwith God, and 
wherein you may come to he mage nigh, who are in the alienation 
and degeneration, and now the time is wherein you may 
come to know the Reſtoration out of the fallen ſtare - 
Wherefore be not rebellious againſt the Light, ncither 
be ye ſtif-necked againſt the Reproofs thereof in your own 
Hearts ; neither re{ſf the motions of Gods good Spirit of 
Grace in your inward Parts, by which he hath long 
{triven with you; and do nor difpite unto it by "— 
the motions thereof, leſt ic leave to ftrive with you, and 
the day of yow Vikeation- paſs 'over, and your Hearts be 
heardened, * and you become even fold to work wickedneſs, 
and then it be ſaid unto you,as Chriſt ſaid to Fernſalem, How 
oft would I have gathered you, as 4 Hen gathers her Chickens under 
wo Wings fout ye would not , therefore, behold your houſe is left 
eſolate. | 
W herefore conſider yozr ways, and how the good Spirit 
of God hath long ſtriven with you, to gather you out of the 
Pollutions, Wayes, and vain Traditions of the World 
and every one while yow have time prize it, and while it 
called to d:y harden not your hearts, leſt thereby yon provoke 
the Lord ro Anger and Jealouſie , which cannot be 
queached , for this know, that his long ſuffering and for- 
bearance will-come to an end, and b» Spirit will nor alwayes 
Rrive 
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ferive with man , —_—_— the tenders of Gods Love 
_ are held forth unto you every one (who deſires to know the- 
Salvation of your Souls) reccive it, and that which begers 
good defires in your minds, and judgeth evil defires when 
they ariſe, that own for your Guide and Teacher; And 
- this will exerciſe your minds in Lowlineſs and Humility, and 
| keep down the lofty ſpirit, and high imaginations which 
will puff the minde up above the fear of God; ſo keep 
down in the Humility, for this the Lord requires of thee, 
Oh man, whoſoever thou be, to do juftly, and to love mercy, 
and walk humbly with God, for the proud he reſiſteth, but he 
giveth grace unto the humble 5 by which he teacheth them 
is precepts even by his good Spirit of Grace, which brings 
Salvation,arid which hath appeared unto all men ,, by this I ſay 
he teacheth them, that denying ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts,. 
- they ſhould live Soberly ," and Righteouſly, and Godly in this 
preſent evil World, (mark) the Grace which teacheth this and 
which brings Salvation, hath appeared anto all men : ſothat 
which brings Salvation, is nigh unto you ; the Grace of God 
which hath appeared unto 'you ;, {0 every one mind that, and 
none turn itinto wantonneſs, nor into laciviouſneſs ; bur: 
every. one give up tobe taught by ir, that the precepts of 
God yon, may come to know, and walk in them - And fo 
here is the great Salvation of God, Gods Coverant of 
Light, which lighteth every man that comes into World; 1 
have given thee ((aith he) 4 Covenant of Light, to lighten 
the Gentiles, that thow mayſt be my Salvation to the ends of 
theEarth,mark,GodsCovenant of Light forSalvation,which 
lightcth every man that comes intothe World, in which 
Light the Nations of rhem that are ſaved muſt walk - And 
ſaith God(who is Light) 7 the Lord ſearch the heart,and try the 
reins ; look unto me, and be ſaved all ye ends of the Earth, mark 
again, unto him that ſcarcheth the heart, and trieth the. 
reins, 
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+, reins, all che ends of the Earth muſt look for Salvarion ;. ſo 


thatit comes not from theMountains,nor from theHils,but 
Salvation is of the Lord ; and'God is Light,and in him is to 
darknels at all;and that is the Father of Lights,and is inthe 
Son,and the Son-in him,and theFather andSon are one,who 
lightetch every man that comcth into the World:wherefore 
dwell in the Light, and walk in the Light, that you may be 
Children of the Light;for the Earth jhall be covered with durk- 
xeſs ,and groſs darkneſs ſhall be over the people, but the Lord (hall 
becomethe Light of his 1ſrael, and his God has glory. 

W herefore come out of the groſs darkneſs with which che 
Earth is covered, and walk in rhe Everlaſting Light ol the 
Son of God, wherewith you arc enlightened ; any walk no 
longer in the dark paths of Ignorance; neither tollow the 
Blind-guides of the World any more,who have ted you with 
their own aicry Imaginations,and Conceptions,and brain- 
ſtudy, and have ſpoken unto you a Divination of their own 
brain, 8. not from the mouth of the Lord, and your ſouls arc 
not ſatisfied with all that ever you received from them; And 
why then will you ſpend, yowr money for that which is nor 
bread * and your labour tor that which doth nor ſatisfic your 
ſouls : Oh hearken diligently unto the voice of God, (who 


is Light) that you may eat of that which ts good,and your ſouls may 


be {atisfitd , tor why ſhould your ſouls be in povyerty,and dry, 
and barren (ow the Fountain of durable Riches is open,) but be- 
cauic you are alicnared trom the Lord, and Strangers to his 
Covenant of Lighr ! Wheretore the Reſtoration all wait to 
know,by him who brings back again that which hath been 
driven away that the return of your Captivity you may come 
to know aid witneſs ont of Babylon that great City (whoſe deſo. 
lation cometh ſuddenly,) and be ye ſeparated from the abominati- 
ons thereof, touch not the unclean thinz that you miy be receiv'd 
of the Lord into my Fathers houſe, where my dwelling is, in which 
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there is ns want of any good thing , for here is all plenty of Hea- 
venly rich vertue,and ſweet Conſolation;wheretore I can- 
not but invite all who arc hungry to come freely,tor the Foun- 
fain is open, ard whoſoever thirſts may drink of the water of life 

reely. | 
But now,my Friends, this know, that the Way that leads 
co this Ocean of Reft, Kingdom of Grace, and Fountain of Life, 
i ftrart an1 norrow, and none can walk thercin, but through 
Self-denial, and taking up the daily Crofs to the Carnal 
Mind ; which may ſeem hard to fuch as cnter into Reaſon- 
ings aud Conſultations with the wrong naturg,which would 
ſtill live;but thar being deny'd,& theLight being joyn'd un- 
to,which manifeſts the Way; & the Cro(s being taken up, 
and the Yoak ſubmitted unto ;/then the'Power of the Lord 
you will feel, which will ſudjec the contrary nature,and will 
make the Way eaſe and plain betore yox, yea,and delightful 
unto you,though it be in the midſtof the paths of Judgment; 
torthe Righteous will rejoyce therein: And though many 
oppoſitions, & ſometimes many difficulties you may find in 
the way, yet keeping to the Light in ſinglenels,and feeling 
the Power of God, and the ſecrer working thereof, it will 
keep the mind cool,and exclude the Conſulrer : And then 
the way thou wilt ſee open clear beiore thee, through all 
difticulties;and as thou waiteſt in the pure fcar or the Lord, 
keeving thy mind ſtayed upon him, thou wilt fect his.good 
111d ot love reachiagunto thee daily, adminiſtriag renew- 
einefs of ftrength unto thee, whereby thou wilt be ſutfici- 
ety 'eacouraged ro preſs on in the trait and narrow way, 
2»d the way of his Commandments will be delightiul unto 
th:cc,and norgrievous ; and he will replenith thy heart with 
[11s Grace,and make thee know the aboundings of his love, 
which wil exceedingly enlarge thy heart, So Jet none ſtum- 
ble or hart aſide at the ſtraitneſs of the Way, but be willing 
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'  roſubmit'to the Croſs, that theCrown thou mayſt come tore- 
cexve,which is Immortal and Eternal; and then it will never 
repent thee whatſoever thou art made to deny; For an Hundred- 

fold thy Reward will be in this life from the Hand of the Lord, . and 
Peace and Life everlaſting thow wilt have the aſſurance of, and it 
thou wilt poſſeſs and enjey ; andthis is of morc value with the 
pright in Heart then all the Love, Glory, or Friendſhip of the 
Iorld , for that laſts but for a little ſeaſon,and then paſſeth 
my z bur his Inhericaace is Everlaſting, and never hath 
nd. 

- Wierefore let not your Minds be captivated with any periſhing 

thing whatſoever, but in that which will redeem the mind out of all 

that is | wr in that dwell, and you will know a daily dying wnts 

fin,and to all things of that nature ,which keep the ſoul in Death,and 
thereby you will be quickened unto God ; and the Deſires and ſecret 
Breathings which are in you after God will more and more encreaſe, 
and be renew d,andFervency of heart and Zeal for the Lord will en- 
creaſe alſo : And where thele ſervent Deſires and Breathings ave in 
any one, nothing will ſatisfic but the Preſence of the Lord : And as 
this is dwelt with,in ſincerity and in fingleneſs, the Lord in his own 
t ime will mcnifeft himſelf to thy everlaſting SatisfatFion,Comport, 
Key 70g Content: Wherefore let not any thing be accounted dear for f 

is fake , For he that loverh Father or Mother, Wife or Children, 
or any thing more then me (ſaith Chriſt) = not worthy of me. 

W herelore I now publiſh the Decree of the Almighty ug- 
ro all Nations,That whoſoever will not ſerve,worſhip and obey the 
God of Heaven,who s Light and ſearches the heart of man,even he 
Jhall dye, and Darkneſs ſhall be his Covering and groſs Darkneſs his 

Pavilion , and Death ſhall be his Life, and the Terror thereof ſhall 

compaſs hin about World without End. - 


\ ', JOSIAH COALE. 


4 5 


A” 


, # & C f 
SI IS. S4zi< k ; $ : : / 
% ” = — 


VINDICATION | 
2 afaha: 7 ee | it 
Eight Within, | 
Againſt the Darkneſs, Error, and Blaſphemy of ' 


JOHN NEWMAN, in his Book, 
| Entitul'd, | 


The Light I thin, (Calf bs A | 


(The Scriptures _ _ 
> | The Word of God: | 
| 'S | The Only Rule. : 
© <The Light Within, ® 
"8 [7 he True $avionr. 
Q© |The Body of Feſwus. 


The Spirit's Guidance.) 
HE main Controverſie with John Newman, be- 
. ingatthis time, Whether or no the Scriptures of the. + 
Old and New Teftamens .({o called) be not properly 
ahd principally called the Word of "God, and that diſtin## from 
4 Chrift, whoſe Name is nd Word ? - And. whethep-the 
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270 Concerning Scriptures being the Word.” 
SSriptures be not 4 perfet# Rule for all men to. walk by, and 
wore other ? Who, tor the proving of the Affirmative, 
hath inſtanced ſeveral places of Scripture. © 
My Work at this time will be to ſhew, That thofe 
Scriptures, produced by him , do not any wile ſerve 
ro proye his. Affirmations ,” bur rather / the :contrary ; 
chough-he--hath' much wrong'd them , 'by wreſting of 
them, as is uſual with thoſe, who. labour to pervert 
the Right Way of the Lord, as Fohn Newman hath en- 
deavour'd to do; which I'donbt not, but I ſhall ſuffici- 
cently ſhew hereafter. 


The firſt Scripture that he produceth, as a Foundati- 
on, from whence to argue the Scriptures ro be the 
Word of God, is Luke 11. 28, where Chriſt ſaid, Yea, 
rather B/:ſſed are they, that hear the Word of God, and keep 
it. 


© Now ( faith he in page three) whether ir be 


© Jeſus Chriſt, which in Scripture is ſtil'd the Word 


*of God; a Name which is given unto him, or whe- 
"ther the words, which God hath ſpoken by his holy 
© Prophers, and Blefled Son, and Apoſtles, in the 
. oy Teſtaments of his Will; &c, be not the Word of 
God ? | 


Anſwer, Chriſt did not intcad the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teſtament at that time, when he ſo 
ſpoke; bur he meant himſelf, who was the Word 


that was with God in the. beginning, Foh» 1. x. whom 


they were to hear and obey, as the Fathcr had given 
Commandment by the Mouthes of his Prophets, and al- 
ſo by Immediate Voice from .Heaven ;, as by Moſes, 
who ſaid, 4 Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up wnto y0u, 
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himfſhall ye hear, &s. And when this Prophet was rais'd, 
and was with his three Diſciples in che Mount, the Im- 
mediate Voice from che Excellent Glory, ſaid, This « 
my Beloved SON, hear ye him, Mat. 17. 5. This then 
is that Word, which they were bleſſed that heard, ac- 
cording to that Saying of Chriſt to his Diſciples,  Bleſ- 
ſed are your Ears, for they hear, crc. © For, many that had 
Ears could not hear the Word, though they had the 
Scriptures (that were chen in being) which teſtify'd of 
the Word : So its plain that Chrift ſpoke of himſelf, 
when he faid; Bleſſed are they that hear the Word of God, 
Oc. 

And that he ſpoke not of the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament, there is not anything can be 
more” plain; becauſe the Scriptures that are calld the 
new Teſtament were not then written, nay, not any 
part thereot : So that its great Ignorance in John Newman, 
to think rhat Chriſt ſpoke of the Scriptures, eſpecially 
of the new Teſtament, and not of himſelf. 


"Bur then in page 4: he faith, <1 ſhall undertake t9 
© prove, that the Scriptures of the rwo Teftaments, &c. 
© are properly and principally call'd the Word of God, &c, 
And his firſt Proof is, Pſal. 18. 28, 30. where the Pro- 
phee ſaid, *© Thou wilt light my Candle; the Lord will enljgh- 
* tex my Darkneſs: And as for God, his Way is perfed# , the 
c Word of the Lexd & tryd. And from hence argueth; 
That the Scripture is the word of God, which David ſpake of , * 
Becunſe, ſaith he, its the ſame that's call'd the Way of God: 
So takes it for granted, Tat the Scripture is the Way 
of . God , and concludes, That it muſt needs follow; 
that the Scripture is rhe Word there ſpoken of, ſaying; 
Ty lt 
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; £It doth appear, that the Scriptures, or perteQ Way of 
©God, in which the Prophet walked, and by which 
c - ym, be enlighten'd, is here called, the. Word of 
©the Lord, 


Anſw. I cannot but Marvel, that-men ſhould be fo 
wilfully blind, to go about to wreſt the Scriptures after this 
manner; when nevera word of David, here inſerted, fo 
much as ſpeaks of the Scriptures, much leſs of the Old 
and New Teſtament. But he here ſpeaks, of what God, 
his Way, and Word was; and of what God, whom he 
ſaid, was his Lamp, would do for him : Likewiſe, in the 
29th verſe (which F. N. willingly omits) he declares, 
what God had done for him, or, what himſelf had done 
by the Lord (not by Scripture) By thee, I have run through 
4 Troop ; and by my God, I have leapt over a Wall : And 
verſl. 38. 1t is God that girdeth me with Strength, and maketh 
my Way perfett - {Mark} He did not ſay, That he made 
the Scripture a perfe&t Way for him, tor the Scripture 
was not his Way, by which he run through the Troop : 
Nordid he ſay, That by the. Scripture he would light his 
Candle, = enlighten his Darkneſs; but by Him, 
who is Light, by whom he run through a Troop. So that 
it appears, it was the Power and Strength of God, wn 
ck David walked, and by which the Lord did thoſe 

things for him, and not by Scripture : So that this ſerves 

nothing at all to prove the Scriptures the Word and Way 

of God, neither do I underſtand, that the Scripcures any 

' where ſay, That they are the Way z but contrariwiſc, 

ceſtific, That Chriſt is the Way (whoſe Name is called, 

the Word of God) which was with God- in the, begin- 
ni2g, and in the Boſom of the Father from Evcrlaſlng | 
| Foby . 
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Fohn 1. 18. nevertheleſs, the Law written in Tables of 
Stone, was, in the diſpenſation of time, the Rule, though 
not the Supream Rule, which they were to obſerve and 
do, until Chriſt the Seed came, who is the Way Ever- 


laſting. | 
The next Scripture, offer'd by F. N, to prove-the 


Scriptures the Word, is' out of Pſalm 119. ICo, 105. 
where the Prophet ſaith, Thy Word s 4 Lamp unto my i-2tt, 
and a Light unto my Path, 

© Now (ſaith F. N,) what this Word is, he ſheweth 
< at large, in verl. 9”, g$, & 101, where the Prophet 
c plainly ſheweth, That it was the. holy Law of God, 
< which was his Meditation day and night : And further, 
ehe ſaith, Thox, throuzh thy Cemmandments, hait made me 
© wiſer then my Enemies: And in ver. 101. to ſhew what 
© this Way of God was, he ſaith, 7 have refrain'd my Feet 
© from every falſe way, that I might keep thy Word * Andin 
everſ. 106, he ſaith, 7 have ſworn, th.t 1 will ferform: it, 
© that I may keep thy Fudgzments : From whence .we may 
© plainly ſee, That God's Word, which was 4 Lanthorn nn- 
© tohis Feet, and 4 Licht unto hs Path, which Word hs b.4 
c {wern to keep, tharitwas the Commandiacats or Word 
© of God, in which was coatain'd the YVill of God, in 
© order to Pawid's Salvation, Anditis plain, the Word 
© herc is not meant of Chriſt, becauſe the Prophet cailerh 
cit, The i/ord of . God , and faith, He had ſwern to keep 
cit, Andit cannot in reaſon be underſtood, Thatt Da- 
* vid, or ai:y other man, did ever kcep Chilt ,- for 
© all his Saints are kept by him , for we are kept by 
e&<. 
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he Power of Chriſt, throggh Faich u-to Salvation, 
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Anſw. How can a rational Perſon judge, but that 
F. N. is Willing to put out his own Eyes, leſt he ſhould 
ice 3-4 1d likewile to blind the Eyes of as many more as 
he can; who thus tears the Scriptures to pieces, that 
the import of them may not be uaderitood ; and then 
patch up a few bits rogether again, mixed With his own 
Imaginations and Meanings, to make them-{hew like 
what himfelf would have ? Wherefore did he not in- 
ſtance rhe 9yth verſe alſo, as well as the 98th & 100th, 
where David ſaid, I have more Underſlanding, then my Tea- 
chers? Was it notleſt People ſhould perceive, that ſure- 
ly David had ſome farther Acquaiatance and Commu- 
nity with God, then his Teachers had ; and that; God, 
was bis immediate Teacher, by his Word, which he ſcat, 
and hcalcd them that were in diſtreſs, Pſal, noj.20, which 
wits a Light unto David's Feet, and a Lanthorn to his Path ? 
A thing, which his Teachers were not fo acquainted 
with, though they well knew the Law outwardly (wich 
David alſo firickely obſerved) as otherwiſe it cannot be 
rationally ur derſtood, that David's Teachers did not well 
underſtzad rhe Law, yet he had more underſtanding, 
rhen rheyz for, he was 4 Propher of God, and knew 
che Word of the Lord, though it was (as he faid) for- 
ever ſettled in Heaven, vert. * 9. and (aid he, In God I will 
praiſe thy iYord, Pſal. $6. :. 42d thy Word hath quickened me, 
Pſal. 119.50. AndT h.wve hoped in thy Word, verl. 74. And 
whea this VWord was with-drawa out of his ſight, he 
faid, Mine Eyes f i for thy Word, verl. 82. 

Now, who can be ſo ignorant and blind, . as to think, 
that he ſpoke of the Scriptures, whea he ſaid, Thy Wer 
isſett'ed in Heaven : For, were the Scriptures ſettled in 

Heaven ? 
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Heaven? And in God I will praiſe thy Word : Was it the 
Scripture 'that he would praiſe ? And 1 have hoped in thy 
word: Washis Hope un the Seriptures, or in Chriſt, as 
in him that was to come ? And mine Eyes fail for thy 
Word: Was it the Scriptures that. his Eyes fail'd for ? 
Surely no; the Scripture ({9 much of it, as was then 
written, which were chiefly the Books of Moſes) was 
obvious enough to him, when tie Word might be with- 
drawn out of his fight, for a Tryal unto him; as David 
ſaid concerning Foſeph, Pſ!. nog. 18, 19. Whoſe Feet. they 
hart with Fetters : Wntil the time tht his Word came ;, the Ward 
of the Lord try'd him. kf 

And who dares deny (without Preſumption) but that 
it was the ſame Word, which David ſaid, Was 4 Light - 
unto his Path, and a Lamp unto his Feet ? Sotharall F. Ns, 
tearing aſſunder the Scriptures, with his additional Ima- 
ginations, Will not prove, that it was the Scriptures Da- 
vid ſpoke of, in this place, batt was indeed the Word, 
b which David (as a Prophet, to whom the Word of 
the Lord came) ſpoke forth that part of the Scrip- 


eUres. 

And although Davi4did meditate on tac Law of God . - 
(which if I ſhould grant it to be only che ourward Law, 
that came by Moſes) yet that doth nor prove, that he 
call'd it the Word ; nor can it be underſtood, that 
he meant the Scripture, waea he ſo ſpoke of the Word, 
for the Reaſons 2tore given. 

The Word was precious, or icarce, in thoſe dayes, 
which came to the Prophets, ſaying, So, and ſo ; aad 
thoſe Sayings are fignificd or coatain'd in the Scriptures : 
Buc the Scriptures were not more {carce then, then at - 
times before; though the Word was, of which there 
wasa Famine, _ - 


Ang 
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And though the Scriptures may be heard now, which 
contain the Saying of the Word, ' which the Word de- 
monſtrated ;* yct all that hear them, cannot be ſaid to 
hear the ſound of the Word, as they did, who heard 
thoſe ſayings demonſtrated, or ſounded out of the Mouthes 
of the Prophets, by the Word thar ſo ſpoke. 


Andalchough F. Nv. ſaith, © Its plain, the Word here 
© isnot mean of Chriſt, becauſe the Prophet calls it, the 
© Word of God; and ſaith, He had ſworn to keep it : and 

'Eit caanot in reaſon be underſtoud, that David, or any 
'©* man, did ever keep Chriſt, 


Aaſw, IT anſwer, Here F. N. hath wrong'd the Pro- 
pher's word ; for he did not ſay, That he had ſworn to keep 
the Word ; but, He had ſworn to keep his Righteous Fudgments x 
as it he ſhould have ſaid, He would obſerve the Fudgments 
of the Lord, towalk in the Paths thereof , or, That he would 

' walk recording to the Spirit of Fudgment : Yet, notwith- 
ſtanding this, It js bur the unreaſonableneſsof F.X. to con- 
clude, That David, nor any man, did never keep Chrift ;, for, 
they that keep in ſubjetion to: the Spirit of Chriſt, and 
dwcll under his Government, may be properly ſaid to 
keep the Word, which is Chriſt, | os 

And there were in the. Church of Philadelphia, 
chote that Kept the Word, and ſuch deny'd not his 
Naine, Rev. 2. 8, [Mark that] He that kept the Word, de- 
md not his Name, which i cald the Word: and in ver. 10. 
he ſaid, Pzcauſe thou haft kept the Word of my Patience, 1 
will xeep thee, OF. 

| Now, can it reaſozably be underſtood, That it was 
the Scriptures, that were hcre call'd che Word of Pa- 
tieace, which they kept; or that Scriptures were that 
Name 
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Name which they deny'd not, who Kept the Word. Cer- 
tainky 1 cannot rationally. judge, that, any ſhould be ſo 
blind z bur if theyſtiould, the very next verſe will ſufh-. 
ciently clear tlie marter,, where it is ſaid, Hold fa## that 
tho ha, that none rake away thy Crown. » [Mark] He, br 
ving kept the Word of Patience, was exhorted, to hold 
that. faſt which he had, that .he might not loſe his 
Crown, rs. 5-4. 

And can any ratioually co:clude,. That the Scrip- 
ture was his Crown ? Or elſe, Was it notthe Wordot 
Lite (and of Patience) which was in the beginning, be- 
tore the Scriptures were written z and would be his Crown- 
when Scriptures ſhould be no more :, For, Paw! exhorts 
Timothy, To lay hold. on. Eternal Life, 1 Tim. 6. 12. And 
muſt he not then lay hold on Chriſt, whois the Word, 
and the Life ? 1 Fobz 1,1. and Fohn14. 6. And they 
that had receiv'd him, who was the Word and the Lite, 
and was to be theirCrown,as before is ſhew'd, aid were to 
keep, or hold faſt that which ey had receiv'd, May it 
not be properly ſaid, That they kept Chriſt > Certain- 
ly none can be {o ignorant, who underſtand the Scriptare, 
ro conclude,that no Man did ever keep Chriſt;alchough all 
his are kept from the hour of Temptation, by him; (who 
is the Power of God) through Faith unto Salvation * BY 
all which ic po appears, That the words of the 
Prophet, produc'd by F, N. do not prove, nor intend to 
prove the Soriptwres ts be the Word of God, that the Prophets 
and Holy Men of God kept : although Tſhall eafily.cot 
feſs, that they do contain many layings aud weeds Bhs 
proceeded iroia the Mouth of the Lord , all which weres 
and are, accorting to the leveral Diſpenſatigns of rice, to 
which they relate, to be abſery'Callo, 5 

'2'z | The 
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* Thenexr Scripture, prodac'd by F. Newman, to prove 

SerYpture the Word of God) is, 1/4. 28. g, 10,13. where 
the Propher ſaid,Vhom ſhall I teach Knowledge? and whom ſhall 
Fmake to wnderſtand Dottrine, ©&'c ? Precept myH be upon Pre- 
cept, Line upon Line,Cc. the Word of the Lord was to his People, 
Precept won Prevept, and Line upon Line, &c. © SO that (ſaith 
<]. N.) its clear, the Word of God is that Doctrine, 
© Teaching, and' Precepts, that was given at large to 


© God's People, &c. fo its plain, &c. the Scripture is pro- 
© perly and principally called the Word of God. 


Anſw, Towhich I anſwer, This doth not at all-prove 
the Scriptures to be the Word, which the Prophet ſaid, 
was Line upon Line, and Precept upon Precept untothem ; tor, 
though he ſaid, Whom ſhall 1 make to underſtand Dottrine ? 
and in order to it ſaid, TheWord of the Lord nut be Precept 
pon Precept : Yet that doth not prove, that the Dot7rine 
was the Word, but the Doctrine was ot the Word, and 
- fs Word, that came unto the Propher, was the Do- 

rine demonſtrated; and they thereby made to underſtand 
it. Ando the Word ofttimes came untothe Prophets, 
(nor the Scriptures) and bid them go, and ſpeak, ſo,. aud 
ſo; and the DoFrine, which they preached, could nor be 
properly call'd the Word it felt, that came to them, 
though the ſound of the Word was heard ja the delivery 
of that Dodrine : But their Doctrine proceeded from the 
Word, which bid them ſo ſpeak, ſo that there was the: 
Word, the Teacher, and the Doctrine thereof, the 
Teachings. | 

And this Word, ſo oft coming unto the Prophet, to 
bid him goand ſpeak uaro the People ; it might well be 

{aict, 


- A Dow 


ye made the Commandment of God 


- 
- 


ſaid, That ihe Worl of che Lord w4s Live upon Line wwto 
them: {0 that it plainly apy that 4his Ward (here 
ſpoken of) was not PRES Ap be che Scripture z neither 
Qth this at all yore the Scriptures. to. be properly and 
icipally call'd che Word of God, as F. Newman woull 
aver, | 


Again, 1a pag. 7. #.N. faith, © Another Proof to 
* confirm this Truth, 1s, Mark 9; 33. where the Lord 
© Chriſt doth affirm the Commands of God, in the firſt 
© Teſtament, _ or Scriptures of the Prophets, ' to be the 
© Ward of God, becauſe heſaid unto the Phariſees, in the 
9th verſe, Full well ye reject the Commandement of God, 
© that you may keep your own Traditions :: and in the thir- 


_ ©teenth verſe, he (aid, Making the Word of Godof nog 


© effect, &c. 


 Anſw. This doth not at all prove, that Chriſt, call'd 
the Scripture of the Prophets the Word of God; for-it 
relates only to that particular Command of God, - viz. 
Honour thy Father and thy Mother : and Maithew ſaith plain- 
ly, in chap. 15. 6. ſpeaking of the ſame thing, Thus bave 
none cffett, by your Tradi- 
tions : Now the Queſtion 'will be, whether Matthew or 
Mark gave the right relation of the words of Chrift; for,boch 


. theirs are but a Relating (in this matter) of what Chrift 


ſaid to Fe Fews 4 Or, RR the Tranſlators did aor 
wrong the Evangeeliits, in ing one appear to [peak one 
ey and the other ho Y per photo they 
both ſpoke of one thing which. they had ſeen and heard 
of Chriit ? And this one thing was the Commandment, as 
atoreſaid, as Mathew plainly calls it : and Xrb, in the gh 

Z t 3 verſe, 
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verſe,calls- it,” the 'Commundment Allo ;" trom, which we 
may ratjondlly coneluides” that che Fault was in the Tranſ- 
latorz” ro makeithe one differ From the other, in that Ex- 
preſfiowy buc if; hedid indeed calt that Commandment the 
Werdz yer that doth aor-prove*rhe Scriptures "to Ye pro- 
 perly calld rhe Word of God, for that ſaying of Chriſt 
relates only to that ene Command, which, with the 
reſt of the:-Commandments, -ate call'd the words which 
God ſpcak 5:26'Ext4. 20.1: God ſpake all theſe words, ſayings 
ec, | 0-79 000 | a 

And that the Scriptures do coiitain a Relation of the 
words, that at ſundry times God- ſpeak, I ſhall cafily ac- 
knowledge; but tha they are propcrly and principally 
call'd the Word of Goa, as F.N. affirmeth, rd deny; Bci- 
4her hath be produc'd any Scripture, that doth prove. it, 
as I hope, by theſe tew Lincs, will appear to the Impartial 
Reader. ==> 


And:;1o' F.: Nj;zconcludmg; That he hath prov'd the 
Scriptures oft the-:firſt Teſtametit to be the Word of God, 
he ſaith, be ſhall labour co'prdve,that rhe Scriptures of the 
New Teſtamentare. al{o call'd the Word : and in pag. £. 


he ſaith, © The firtSeripture tor Proof hereot, is, As 4. 


© 25, 26, 27, wherc ;Jobx aid Peter Preaching and Teach- 
£ ing. Jeſus Chriſt-our of -che” Pſalms, to the” Reters, &c. 
© pray d anto the Lord, That they mizht Preach this Word with 
« Boldneſs (And faith). © Irs-plain- trom the ſcope of this 
< place, that:the Preaching and Teaching of Jeſus Chriſt, 
© according to the Scriptures of the New Teſtament, 
_ © is properly aud principally call'd the Word of God. 


. Anſm; How hath F. N. beſorted himſelf, with labour- 


ug 
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ing-ro- pervert! the Truch © Fift faith, he hath*prov'd 
the Scriptures of the Old Teſtameart to be properlycall'd 
the Word of God, aid now faith, Its plain the Scriptures 
of the New 'Teſtament are- prineipally.rall'dithe Word ; * 
And fornetimes ſaith, 'Chriſpis callid-che Word of God : 
[Mark] Chr1# call 4 the Word, but the ?Scriptures Principally 
call'd the-Word ; (0 that" he ſets the Scriptures. (as the 
Word) above Chriſtz- by ſaying,” prexcipally, &e. 
 Audbelides, How many Words of God he will make, 
or ſeem to make ſomethings he would Wave without, to 
be call'd the Word, to keep People from enclining to 
the Word in the heart, leſt they ſhould come to know 
Chrrizt manileſted in them x © which belore he confeffeth 
the Apoſtles preached, when they prayd , That they 
might ſpeak the Word with Boldueſs: [Mark] If they 
preached Chri##, and prayed, that they might ſpeak chat 
Word with Boldneſs; then Chr:## was that Word, and 
not'the Scriptures; although their Preaching of him, and 
bearing Witneſs of his Appearance and Coming, Was 
according to the Scriptures of - the Prophets : | For they 
thew'd the People out of Moſes and the Prophets, ' #h: 
Teſus was Chriit, Acts 28. 23. Yet this doth not prove, 
chat their Preachings and Teachings of him were by the 
Sctiptures of the New Teſtament ; tor they were-not then 
written: Bur they preached by-vertue of the Word and 
Spirit that'was in them, which they had handled- of, 
1 70h. -. 1. which through them demonſtrated'ir fels, 
according to the Pleaſure ' of his Will, - who wrought: 
mightily in them, -both to will a:d to do-z ſojthatir may 
be obſerv'd, that the Scriprures, which F; N.-produceth, 
ro prove Scriptures to be the Word,-' do rather-prove- * 
'irift to be rhe Word there ſpoken of, which 5." M280 


Fd 
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knowledgeth the Apoſtle preached, when he prayed, That 
he might ſpeak that Word with Balneſs. - 7 Inn 0 


_ . © Hisnext is pag. 9. to the ſame purpoſe, whcre he 

ſaith, © In. 4s 5.42.its ſaid, The Apoſtle did daily Preach 
* 2nd Teach Jeſus Chriſt, and this Preaching and Teach- 
< ing of Jeſus Chriſt, is in the 6th chapter, verſe 4. cal- 
led, The Miniſtry-of the Word, &c. | 


Anſw. To which I Anſwgr, Its true, they that preach 
Chriſt, they preach the Word, and they that preach the 
Word, they preach Chriſt , for Chriſt is the Word , 
as before ſhew'd, and hereafter ſhall be more largely de- 
monſtrated, 


But then ſaith F. N. © The Word of God inrceaſed, 
© &c, (from whence in pag. 18. he argueth) © That none 
© can in-Reaſon imagine, that the Word ot God, that ſo 
© grew and multiply d,can be underſtood of Chriſt (though 


he confeſſeth) © Thar the increaſe of the Word was ſo 


© mighty, notwithſtanding the Oppoſition that the prea- 
< ching of Chriſt met with. ; 


Anſw. What can be underſtood by the Multi lying, 
Increaſing, or Prevailing of the Word of God, but the 
_— of Chriſt in that Work, which (ia and by 
us Servants, the' Apoſtles, according to the Pleaſure of 
the Father's Will) he had undertaken, notwithſtandiag 
all the Oppoſition that he in them met witha!, according 
to that Saying, in I[a. 54. 17. Every Tongue tht riſeth «i 
in Fudgment againit Thee,Thou ſhalt condemn : So that throug 
the powcrtul Operation of the Word Chrift, Which in them 
wrought 


+ £ 
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wrought mightily both towards the Circamciſion, and Uncircumci- 
fon, Gal, 2. 8. many were made to ſubmit thereunto, and 
to confeſs thereunto, and thereby the Increaſe of his Go- 
vernment was known, which the Prophet ſaid, Shou/4 be 
without End, Ifa. 5.7. Andthe number of the Diſciples 
(or Believers on the Word) were multiply'd; fo that 
the Word multiplyd the Diſciples thereof; and grew in 
Pominion over its Oppoſers and increas'd its Goverment 
in and among'ſt them : And this in Plainnefſs and Simpli- 
city, was the Growth, Multiplyjng, Tacreafing, and. 
Prevailing of Chriſt the Word, and yet there was 80 
more then one Chriſt prevailing, and increaſing in his Go- 
verament, and multiplying his Diſciples, though F. V. 
cannot {ec, but there muſt of neceſſity be more then one 
Chriſt, it by the increaſe of the Word be underſtood of 
Chriſt : ſo that although he concludeth, it muſt needs be 
the Doctrine, containd in the Scriptures, intended by 
the increaſe of the Word, yet here he may ſee his Ign »- 
rance: therein 


Again, In pag. 9. & 10. F. N. ſaith, © That in As 
© 19. 20. the Preaching: and Teaching of Jefus Chriſt is 
© call d the Word 05 God. 


Anſw. TorthisI have already anſwer'd, that the prea- 
chirg oft Jeſus Chriſt is che Preaching ot the Word, jor. 
his Name is call'd the Word: Yetis doth not follow, as 
7. N. would have it, that all the Liſputings, which the- 
Apoſtle had for the ſpacc of three Moncths , was the. 
Word: Tts true, he diſputed and per{waded the things'ot 
the kingdom (according to the Scriptures of tlie Prophers) 
by Vertue of the Word that a3 ina him; fo that all chey 
of 4fizlicard the Word, or tic fourd rthereo?, when rhe 
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Dotrine thereof was by it ſelf demonſtrated , For, . from. 
yos ſounded out the Word ofthe Lord, ſaid the Apoſtle, y Theſ.. 


1. 8, Buttae Apoſtle did not call his Preachings and Dil- 
putings the Word, but that which he preached ; For he 
prca:hed Cirriſt;, burhis Preachings were not Chriſt, but 
a Te:timony ot him ; -as Chriſt ſaid concerning the Scrip- 
tures, They are they that teftifie of me, Joh. 5. 39. By which 
it appears, that Chriſt was rhe Word which he preached, 
and which they in 4/74 heard the ſound of, according ro 
caat Swi.g of Chriſt, The Hour comcth, and now &, when 
the Dead. ſba!l hear the Voice of the Son, &c, And there- 
fore this Argument is but like the reſt, which make 
nothing to prove the Scriptures to be principally calld the 


Word of God. 


© Again,(ſth F.N.) I ſhould have leir proſecuting this 
« Subject,but this Truth yet finding more Friends to plead 
* its Cauſe,I am not willing to be a Hinderance, &c, And 
then quotes 2 Cor. 4. 1,2. wherc the Apoſtle ſaid, He had 
not handled the Word of God deceitfully. © Now (ſaith F,N,Y) 
© what Word of God was this, which he had not handled 
© deceittully, but the Miniſtry he had receiv'd, cven the 
- © Preaching and Teaching of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chiift, as is 
* plain in the 3d, qgth. & 5th verſes * For, what he callerh 
© che Miniſtry in the 1ſt verſe, inthe 2d the Word ot God, 
<in the following he callerh ic the Goſpel, and the preach- 
{ing of Chriſt according to the Goſpel, ſo that its clear 
© by this Witneſs allo, that the Preaching and "Teaching 
© of Jeſus Criſt, according to the Scriptures of the New 


© Teſtament, &c, is properly aid: principally call'd, The 


© Vyord of God, 


Azuſw,  Traly F. N, had need find better Fricnds, or 
{ore 
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ſome that ſpeak more pertinent to his buſineſs, then chis 
which he hath here produced, or elſe he may labour (as 
before he ſaid he ſhould) long enough to prove Scripture 
the Word of God, and have all todo when he hath en- 
ded: For, if I ſhould grant that he called his Miniſtry, 
or that of, and from which he miniſtred, the Word z yet 
that doth not prove theScyiptares to be the Word becauſe, 
the Life and Spirit of his Miniſtry is nor contairrd in the 
S-ripture: Or, if I ſhould acknowledge the Goſpe! to he 
the Word; yet that doth not prove the Scriptares to be the 
Word ; For, The Goſpel is the Power of God, as the Apoſtle 
ſaid, Row. 1.16. and fo arc not the Scriptures; and 
the Goſpel is Everlaſting, but the Scriptures are not ſo, 
But F.N. would make the Scriptures to be the Word, the 
Goſpel, the Miniſtry, and all z and jumbles all together, 
and then ſays, The Apoſtle calls it ſo ; when the Apoſtle 
ſaith no ſuch thing ; bur ſpeaks of his Miniſtry , and of 
the Goſpel, which is the Power of God z and of the 
(Word, which endureth forever, which by the Goſpel, 
the Power) was preached unto them, x Pet. 1. 25, 


And as to that Queſtion, © What Word of God was this 
© that he had not handled Deceittully ? 


Anſw. I anſwer, It was the Word which was from the 
beginning, as Fohn ſaid, 1Foh, 1.1, Which they had Seen” 
and Handled ;* which were not the Scriptures ; for the 
were not from the beginning : but the Word was, whic 
they had handled, and which they handled not deccitful- 
ly, but in Simplicity declar'd openly, what they receiv'd 
by its ſecrer. operation, and mighty working if them 
(according as Chri commanded them) without additig 
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thereto, or diminiſhing therefrom ; and hence it was 


that they ſaid, They Handled it not Deceufully. 


© Again, (ſaith F. N.) The ſecond VVitneſs, that 
E appeareth to countenance this Truth, is in Col, 1. 25. 
© where the Apoſtle callech, the Preaching of the Goſpel 
©the Word of God : but for the better underſtanding of 
E this VVitneſs, let us fee verſ. 23. where the Apoſtle 
© uſeth theſe words to the Church, If you continuein the 
E Faith, grounded and ſetthd, and not remov'd from the Hope 
© of the Goſpel, which you have h:ara, and which was preached 
© tgevery Creature under Heaven - Whereof, he faich, in 
©verf. 25. 1 Paul am made a Miniſter :* But what to do ? 


<©He anſwereth, To fulfil the Word of God : Now, what 


© Word of God was this that Paul did fulfil, but only his 
© Miniſtry, ia Preaching and Teaching of Jeſus Chriſt, 
© according to the Goſpel, which he here calleth the Word 
©of God: So that there is no Truth more plain then this, 
© that the Scriptures of the New Teſtament are properly and 


 ©principally call'd the Word of God. 


Anſw. Surely F.N. hath a great Conceit of his blind 
Affirmations , it appears, as oft times I have ſeen it, vz. 
That Ignorance in ſome is as great aCauſe of Confidence, 
as ſound Knowledge is in others : V Vhat Reaſon hath 
F. N. from the Scriptures betore mention'd, to afhrm the 
Scriptures of the New Teſtament to be properly call 'd the 
Word of God? Or the Word there ſpoken of by the Apo- 
{tle to be meant the Scriptures, which he ſaid were given 
him to fulfil 2 For, in the next verſe he declareth what 
that VVord was, viz. The Myſtery which hath been hid from 


Azes, and from Generations ;, but now made manifeit in hu 
Samts : 


Concerning Scriptures being the Word. - 
Saints: Towhom (ſaith the Apoſtle) God would make known 
what is the Riches of the Glory of his Myſtery amone#t the Gen- 
tiles, which is, Ghri#t in you the Hope of Glory, _ {Magk 
Reader] He faith, The V Vord which he was to fulfil, 
was the Myſtery, &c, and the Myſtery was, Chriſt 4h 
them, &c. So that the YVitneſs, that F. N. produ- 
ceth, teſtifieth againſt his Afftrmation as abſolutely as 
may be, tothe utter overthrow of his Cauſe, by which 
the Ignorance and Blindneſs of F, N. appears. : 


But then he ſaith, in pag. 12. © Tfhall give butone 
<Scripture more for the Proot of this Truth, and that is, 
< Tit. 2. 5. Where the Apoſtle calleth the Doetrine of Chri#t, the 
< Word of God: For (ſaith he) letus ſee what the Apoſtle 
« ſaith in the firſt verſe, where he giveth Tiras a Charge, 
© to preach ſound Doctrine, and _ down the particu- 
© Jars thereof, what he ſhould preach, and the Perſons di- 
< ſtintly ro whom he ſhould preach : and giveth them 
© Inſtruction in the 5th verſe, That they ſhould walk to 
© che Dottrin* or Teaching anſwerablyz and the Reaſon 
© he gave was this, Le#t the word of God ſhould be Blaſphem'd : 
©{o . the PDotrine he gave in Charge to Tits, with 
© all the particulars of the Doqrine, the ſame in the 5th 
© verſe he calls, The Word of God, © | 


Anſw. That Concluſion is utterly falſe z he doth not 
ſay (nor in effet ſay) That the Doctrines, with all par- 
ticulars of the Doctrines, arc the Word : Nor can it ra- 
tionally be concluded, That it was the Scripture, or the 
Doctrine, that he ſpoke of, when he ſaid, Lei# the Word: 
of Cod jhould be Blaſphew'd : But rather, that worthy Name 
by which they were call d (which Name, they who kepr 
the Word deny'd not, as before ſhew'd) For, if they 

Aaa 3 ſhould 


oy 
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ſhould not walk according to the Dodtrine of the V Vord,;, 
which they taught z the Ignorant that were without, or 
they that watched for Iniquity, might be ready to judge, 
that chere was a difficiency in the V Vord, by which they 
were taught, or in the Name which they profeſſed and 
walked in ; and ſo be encourag'd to flight and ſpeak 
evil of the ſame : and thereby the VVord (by which 
they were taught) might be blaſphemed, through their 
not walking according to the Dodtrine thereof, who made 
2 Profeſſion of it : fo that the Apoſtle, in ſaying, Leif 
the Word of God fhould be blaſphem'd, doth nor at all call the 
Dodtrine the VYord; nor doth this in the leaſt ſerve to 
prove the Scriptures to be properly call'd the Word of God; 
althqugh thereupon J. N.chus concludes,7hat there i nothing 
more evident then this Glorious and ſaving Truth, That the Scrip- 
tures or two Teſtament, &r. are properly and principally call d 
the Word of God, But what the Scriptures offer'd by him, 
with his Arguments thereupon ( which I have before 
ſtated and anſwerd) do make for his purpoſe, I ſhall 
leave ta the truly Juditious and Impartial Reader ro 


judge; 
: The next thing ({arth FN.) -Ihall infiſt upon, are 


© the Reaſons, for the Confirmation of this Point, or gra- 
" Ecjzous Truth, that T have aflerted, &c. and T ſhall la- 
© bour toſhew that all thoſe places, that I have brought 
© to prove Scriptures to be the V Vord of God, will ſtand 


Anſw. All the Scriptures which he hach brought,, I 
have zlready before examind and explain'd ,' and I cart- 
not but look upon it as ſuperfluous, co go twice over. with 
ene VVork, as F.N. hath done ; for that which is un- 

ſound, 


Concerning Scriptures being a Perfet? Rule, &c. wr” 9 


ſound, or not right in the Ground, Bottom, or Founda- 
tion,can never be made ſound or right by Repetitions : but 
the Subje& before ſtated by F.N. is unfound, and not rrue, 
as before ons and theretore can never be made {ound 
and true by Repetitions ; for which cauſe (as alſo upon 
conſideration, that this ſame Subje& hath becn already 
oft ſtated, and an{wer'd to, by ſeveral of us, as is notori- 
ouſly evident by ſeveral Books, now in Print) I look upon. 
it (as I ſaid before) ſuperfffous, to go over with the 
Repctitions of F. N. it being chiefly but a Repetition 
of the above ſited Scriptures,. paraphaiſed upon once more. 
| by him, which T have belore examin'd, and ſpoken to: 
And therefore ſhall omit taking further notice thereof at 


this time; and proceed to his next Subject or Aſertion, in. 


the 22th and 23th pages of his Book, where he ſpeaks as. 
ftolloweth, 


Concerning Scriptures being a. Perfett. Rules for all 
Men, cc. 


e 4 Aving thus prov'd the Scriptures to be the Word, 
cL 2 &c. Tfhall therefore ſhew briefly, That the Scrip- 
©tures, I have ſo prov'd to be the Ward pf God, that 
- they are a Perie Rule for all men to walk by, and no 
cother; andthis (ſaith he) is clear from M:t.2 8.20. where 
© Chriſt gives his Diſciples Commiſſion to preach the 
«Goſpel, and ſaith, Teaching thems to obſerve all things what- 
© ſoever I command you : and fo likewiſe in Mark, where 
"Chriſt confirmeth the ſame Commiſſion, 8&c. Mark 16, 
£15,716. Now this was not only to be preached for men 
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2900 Concerning Scriptures being a Perfett Rule, &r. 

© to hear the ſound of, buralſo to believe and obey the 
<(ame: And this Truth is confirm'd in 4&5 3. 22, waere 
<its ſaid, 4 Prophet ſball the Lord your God raiſe up unto jos, 

© of your Brethren, (ſaith Moſes) like unto me, him ſhall you 
© hear in all things, whatſoever he ſhall ſay unto you : Obſerve 

© that, Him ſhall you hear in all things : From whence we 

© may learn, That Chriſt gives no Licence to his People 

© to pick and cull his Wayeggbut ro hear aad obey him in 

*21l chings, whatſoever he ſhall ſay unto them. And 
© that the Scriptures are in force as a Perfect Rule, ſee 

© Rem,16.25, 26. where the Apoſtle doth affirm the Au- 

© thority thereof, and ſ; aith, The Myſtery that was kept ſecret 
© fruce the World began, i now made manife#t by the Scripture of 
«© the Prophets, according to the Commandment of the Everlaſting 
© God, and made known unto all Nations for the Obedience. of 


© Faith, Oc. 


Anſw. Reader, I would not be miſ-taken-in my Inten- 
tions, as though, 7 went about to under-value the Scriptures of 
Truth, or, as though I had ſlight eſtcem of them( tor, 1do 
in reallity own them; and do acknowledge them to con- 
tain many. true Teſtimonies of him, whoſe Name is call d 
the Word of God ; who is the 'perte& Way to the Fa- 
ther ; and the alone Guidg, that leadeth unto Lite eter. 
nal; a Leader and Commander unto his People, appoint- 
ed of the Father: Ifſay, Town the Scriptures to contain 
many true Teſtimonies concerning him, and concerning 
many other things; and that they ought to be believ'd, 
&c. Bur that they are therefore a Perie& Rule for all men 
to walk by, and none other, Icannot own, for, they no 
where teſtifie of, or concerning themſelves: And if it 
were certainly ſo, That they were a Perfect Rule, and 

no 


A 


Concerning Scriptures being 4 Perfett Rule, Oc. 297” 
no other (as. N. affirmeth). then it muſt of neceſſity 
follow, That they, who have not the Scriptures, are 
without a Perfect Rulc; and that before. the Scriptures 
were written, the Ancients and Worthies of God, as, 
Abraham, Iſaac, Facob, Noah, Lot, Enoch, &c. had no 
Perfe& Rule to walk by ; except he could prove, That 
the Rule by which they walked (axd by ohich Abraham 
was to walk before God, and be Perfet) was nomore to be a 
Rule, after the Scriptures were written ; the which Ino' 
where find recorded in the Scriptures: But contrariwiſe, 
That ſame Rule, by which they walked, bore Witnetls 
unto the Scriprure : , And the Scriptures offer d by F. V. 
do not at all prove, that they are a Pertect Rule ; except 
it could be prov'd, that they contain all things that Chriſt 
commanded his Apoſtles to preach and teach, which in 
reaſon none can couclude ; tor, although the Scriptures 
be a part of what they preachr and taught, yet there is 
but very little of what they taught and preacht. declard 
in them 3 nor indecd, little at all of the Preachings and 
Teachings of the moſt part of the Apoſtles; theretore, if . 
their Preachings and Teachings be the Periect Rule for all 
men to walk by, then the Scriptures arc not indeed that 
Perc Rule, they containing in them ſuch a ſmall part of 
what they preacht and taught. 

Again, It cannot be underſtoad, That the Scriptures 
were the Goſpel that was 'preacht ro every Creature un- 
der Hcaycn , tor, a great part of the People under Hea- 
ven,-never. heard (nor heard of.) the , Scriptures : But 
the Goſpel was prexched to, or tn, every Creature under Heaven, 
Cel. 1. 23+; Thercfore the Scripture is not the Goſpel. 

And again,, The Goſpel that they preached, was, 
and is Everlaſting « But the Scriptures cannor be ratio- 
nally underſtood'to be Everlaſting, becauſe they, are thimgs 
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292 Concerning Scriptures being a PerfetF Rule, Cc. 
that are ſeen, which are temporal z ther@vre the Scrip. 
cures are not the Everlaſting Goſpel,but the Power of God 
iS, Rom.2. 16, | 

And what doth that ſaying of Moſes avail, to prove 
the Scriptures a perfect Rule for all men to walk by 2 For, 
it that Prophet was, and is tobe heard in all things, then 
he is to be :ooked unto as a Guide, and Commander, and 
Ruler; andif a Ruler, then his Spirit, by which he rules, 
is the Perfect Rule above Scriprure. 


And as to his ſaying, © The Apoſtle confirms the Scrip- 
© ture to be a Pertect Pule by theſe words, The Myſtery that 
© was kept ſecret ſince the World began, is now made manifest, 
@ and by the Scriptures of the Prophets, Oc. 


Anſw. What, though that great Myſtery was made 
manifeſt, according to the Scriptures of the Prophets, that 
doth not prove the Scriptures a Pertect Rule for all men to 
walk by ; for, the Maniteſtation of that Myſtery by the 
Scriptures of the Prophets, was no more but their perſwa- 
ding {or ſhewing) them our of Moſes and the Prophets 
concerning Jeſus, As 28. 23.0t whom all theProphets bore 
Teſtimony : For this Jeſus,concerning whom the Apoſtles 
(by Revelation and Commandment of the Everlaſting 
God) perſwaded the People, was the Myftery that had 
been hid, as the Apoſtle to the Colloſrans, cap. 1. ver. 26, 
27. declareth, laying, The Myſtery which hath been hid the 
Aees and Generations, but now « made manife;t, &'c, Which 
is Ckriſt in you the Hope of Glory [Mark] 1s now made 
manifeit :.:$0 here was the maniteſting of that Myſtery, 
by the Scriptures of the Prophets, even by perſwading 
them, or ſhewiag them out of the Prophets concerning 
Jeſus: ſo that the Apoſtle doth not affirm (nor in cffect 
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Concerning. Scripteres\ being 4 Perfett Rule, Of. u93 
affirm). in the Scripture,: That the Scriptures are 4 Perfet? 
Role , but ſimply declares; That'by the Commandment 
of the Everlaſting God they made known that Myſtery 
(or preached Jeſus) by (orour'of ) the Scriptures of the 
Prophets, who had teſtified of him that was to come, 
and was then come according to their Teſtimony, who is 
the Way, the Myſtery, and the Word, which all arc to 
hear, obey, and keep. 


But then ſaith F. N. © This is that Rule that Chrift 
© direteth unto in Foh.5.39, 40. where Chriſt ſaith, Search 
© the Scriptures,for in them ye think to have Eternal Life : and to 
© take away all Objections, as if it were only their thoughts, 
©and not really ſo, he addeth:theſe words, And they are 
* they which teſtifie of me: and by way of Reproof, becaufe 
* they did not ſo do, he again ſaith, Tow will not come to me 
© that you may have Life ;, by which he plainly ſheweth, that 
© there was Life therein, by dutitul Obedience by Faith 
*inbimz ſo that. here the great Prophet and Teacher of 
© his People ſendethus to the Scriptures, as a Rule through 
* Faith to come to Lite, | : 


_- Anſwm. How wilfully blind this man ſeems to appear, 
| or like one that would pur! out his own Eyes,' and others 
| alſo.! to wreſt and peryert the words of Chriſt in ſuch a 
l Toſs and ſhameful manner, by tearing of them in ſun- 
4 - 4 and - mixing his own Imaginations: therewith, to 
4 make them look quite another way, or to. import another. 
, thing. . for. that which F, N.; argueth Chriſt coofirmetty. 
c (0V1z, 'Theip. thoughts. - having Lite:in' they criptures 
he indeed reproved,. as;the words it them(elveswithour' 
wreſtiog clearly fignific ; ; for: ſome Tranſlations (tender ' 
it thus, Ye ſearch the $cripturgs1, for inthe: ye! think 20 have+ 
as B bb Eterwal 
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294 Concerning $cripteres- being 4 Perfett Rule, Cc. 
Eternal Life ; and they are they which teſflific of Me ;, and 

wall not come unto Me wg ag Th ſearch, Hos he rells them 
they did ſearch ; but why « becauſe they thoughe to 
have Etcrnal Lite in them, which were but a Teſtimony 
of him, who was the Litez and he (by way of Reproof 
xo them, for not believing on him, in whom Life was, 
and of whom the Scriptures (which they ſearched) did 
tcſtific) ſaid, Te will not come unto me that ye may have Life : 
[ Mark. ] his Me here ſpoken of, that they would not 
come to for Life, was not the Scriptures, bur Chriſt Je- 
ſus, of whom che Scriptures teſtified : (o that he did 
got plainly ſhew,. That there # Life in the Scriptures, as 
F. N. (cicher wiltully or ignorantly) afirmeth ; nor di- 
recs tothem as A Rele to come to Life : But reproves them 
becauſe they did not come unto him for Lite, of whom 
the Scripture teſtified : ſo that the moſt F. N. hath done 
by this Argument is, even manifeſted his perverſe crook- 
ed ſpirit, by which he wreſts and {pen the Scriptures, 
and would {et them in the place of Chriſt, to give Lite : 
But what is the End of the crooked Serpent in this Work, 
but to keep people from coming unto Chriſt the Power of 
God, through which Life Eternal is reccived by all that 
follow and obey him, who is the Truth, whoſe Spi- 
rit of Truth. will lead into all Truth, as a certain Rule 
for all ro walk by, and in, which Chrift direqcd them 
to wait for, as a Guide to walk by ; and the *Apoſtle 
exhorted them towalk in the Spirit, ſaying, There « no 
Condemnation #6 fach, fc. Rom. 8.1. Gal. 5. 16, Aﬀs 1, 
4, 5- And allthis che ſubtil Serpers doth under pretence 
of Promoting : (and nor Perverting) the right Way. of 
God, and Rule of ' Life; but this ſerves not (as before 
ſhewed) to prove; Thar Chriſt dire&ed to the Scrip- 
vures, 25a Rule t@ cone to Life 3 but that hereproved 


them 


ol 
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them for that they would not come to him, who was the 


_ the Life, that they might have Life. 


But then ſaich FN. © This Troth: is confirmed in 
© Pays Epiſtle ro Timothy, chap. 3. verſ.15,16,17. where 
© the Apoſtle ſheweth, the Scriprures are able to make us 


 C wiſe unto Salvation through Faithin Chriſt Jeſus (And 


from hence F. N.: argueth) © That if the Scriptures are 
© able to make'us wiſe to Salvation through Faith that is 
<jn Chriſt Jeſus, then the Scriptures are a Perfe& Rule 
© for all men to walk by, andnone other + Bar the Scrip- 
© tures are able to made us wiſe unto Salvation through 
© Faith that is in Chrift Jeſus "therefore the Scriptures 
E are» a Perfet Rule for all men to walk by, and none 


* other, ( 


-Auſw. To which I anſwer, That Argument is fala- 
cious ; for, though the Scriptures are. able ro make wiſe 
to Salvation through Faith that is in Chriſt Jeſusz yerit - 
doth not follow (according to the ſequel of the major) 
tharthe Scriptures (the Faith in Chriſt Jeſus being lekr 
out, as PF. N. hath done) are a Perfe& Rule for ail men 
th walk by, and none other, becauſe its through ' that 
Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus, that they are able to make 
wiſe, 8&c. which Faith he makes no mention of in his 
Aſſumption and Conclufion,, that they are a Perie&t 
Rulc, 8&c. ' by which the Falaciouſneſs of his Argument 
appears. EI, 4, | 

And indeed -its 'ncceſſary,- that: all ſhould underſtand 
how the Scriptures are able to make wiſe yato Salvati- 
on, through Faith, &c. for,” the Scriptures*here ſpoken 
of (and which Chriſt ſhone wy when he ſaid; 7e- ſearch 
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296 Concernine Scriptures: bemg a-Perfett Rules -& 6, 
the Scriptures, &fc.) cannot be. otherwiſe underſtood then 
the Scriptures of the. old Teſtament, becauſe the ;other 
was not then written: And thoſe Scriptures of the P ro- 
phets: were they thar teſtified of Chriſt, whois the great 
Salvation of God.: And God ſaid by the Prophet, He. 
had given him a Covenant of Light to lighten the Gentiles, 
to be- for Salvation to the Ends of whe Earth: And the Prg- 
phets likewiſe ſhewed the time when,and the place where 
this Meſſi: ſhould be born and -brought forth in that. Body 
which was prepar'd for him; in which-old Simeon beheld 
the Salvation, to wit, The Light of the Gentiles, and the 
Glory of Hrael: fo that the Scriptures of the Prophets, 
containing in thenr-{o many clear and infallible Teſtimo- 
nics of the great [Salvation of God, -and ot the time aud 
place of the Appearance thereof, they were able through 
Faith in Chriſt to make him wiſe, vr togive an Under- 
tanding, that he was the great. Salvation, of Ggd.. that 
was/ then appear'd, according;to the Teſtimonies of the 
Prophets, which from; a' Child he thad-known« , And fo 
on this wiſe, coming tothe Knowledge of the great Sal- 
vation of God by Faith in him, he inthe ſame Faith did 
doubtleſs follow him, as a Sheep that knew-his Voice, that. 
ſo he might :receive Life Eternal, {which he givesto his 
Followers) and become an Heir of 'that Salvation,. whic 
through Faith in Chriſt he was made wiſc' unto; and {0 
coming as a Sheep, to be a Follower of the .true:Shepherd,- 
he own'd him tor - his only. Guide, and his Spirit as the 
only Zule to walk by, and to ſpeak by, whoſe Preaching 
was thereby, even with words that- it ſelf taught, 1 Cor. 
X03; nals 

And this. is that Perſe& Rule which .cannot be. cor- 
rupted, as the Scriprurcgmay, as Z.X., confefferh ; ang 
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{ cannot be {aid to be a Perfe& Rule, if corrupted: And 
indeed F.N. is one that greatly corrupts them (as he ſtares ' 
them) thinking thereby to prove them a Perfect Rule, 


even as before ſhewed. 


The next Argument to prove Scriptures a perte& Rule 
is, * Thatift the Scriptures be given by Inſpiration, and 
© are profitable for Dottrine, tor Correction, for Inſtru- 
© tion in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God may be 
© perfe&, throughly furniſhed unto all Good Works, then 
© the Scriptures are an Abſolute and a Perfect Rule tor all 
* men to walk by, and none other : but the Scriptures are, 
© &c, therefore, &c 


Anſw. T hat the Scriptures (though not all Scriptures) 
were given by Inſpiration of God, Ithall grant , aud that 
they are: profitable, as aforeſaid, I ſhall acknowledge : 
but chat they are therefore an abſolute ard a perie& Rule 
for all men to walk by, and none other, as F.N. afhrmeth, 
that I do not acknowledge, but deny ; becauſe that may 
be profitable to man in order to the perſe&ing ot him to 
all Good Works, which may not be an abſolute and per- 
{e& Rule for him to walk by, and none-other ; as for in- 
ſtance, One man may be profitable ta another in teach-! 
ing and inſtructing of him by the Spirit of the Lord, to 
walk in the Light and Spirit of the Son of God, which 
the Father hath ſent into the Heart, that ſo by«that Spi- 
rit, and the Power of it, he may be ableto denyall Un- 
righteouſneſs, and be ferniſhed thercby perfectly ro per- 
form all Good Wooks, herein Ifay one man may be profitable. 
to anothFf; and yet it cannot therefore be ſaid, That that 
man, who is ſo profitable &c. is an. abfolute: and perfect 
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Rule for all] men to walk by, and no other, for ic were 
ridiculous: ſo that although the Scriptures be profitable, 
a3 atorclaid; it doth not at all follow (as F. N. conclu- 
_ that they are therefore a Perfe& Rule, and ns 
other. 

But that Word, Light, or Spirit of Truth in the in- 
ward parts, from whence the Scriptures. proceeded, and 
which by the Scriptures we are inſtruQed to walk in, to 
hear, and obey (which cannot be corrupted, as the Scrip- 
tures may) that is the alone, abſolute, and perfe& Rule, 
all men ought to walk by, and none other, as faith the 
Scripture, Nehemiah 9. 20. I gave them my Good Spirit to 1n- 
ſtruct them, And this is that Rule or Leader which Chriſt 
dirccteth to, Ewen the Spirit. of Truth, which will lead into all 
Truth, Foh. 16. 13. the ſame the Apoſtle direeth to, 
ſaying, Walk in the Spirit, and you ſhall not fulfil the Luits 
of the Fleſh [Mark] What more Perfe& Rule can be 
then that which keeps from the tulfilling the Luſts which 
bring forth ſin, for it the Luſts be'not obey'd and tulfilled, 
the {in is not acted; therefore ſaid the Apoſtle, He that 
abideth inhim finneth not ; by all which it appears that F.N. 
hatch not proved that the Scriptures are a Perfe& Rule, 
and none other : Neither do the Scriptures any where re- 
ſtifie of themſelves, as a Perfe&t Rule, excluding all 
other : But frequently bear Teſtimony unto. that one 
antient ſtanding RULE, which was from rhe begin- 
ning,from which theScriptures were given iorth,and which 
they dircct unto. 


© Again, (Caith F. N. pag. 26.) For turther Confir- 
© mation of this Fruch I thall add ſome few Arguments 


*more, that the New Teſtament Way is a Perfe& 
©Rule 


Concerning Scriptures being a Perfett Rule, fc. 29g 
©Rule for all men to walk by, and none other. 


Anjſw. This wholy alters the Caſe; forit is not the 
New. Teſtament Way being a Perfect Rule, &c. that we 
are contending againſt ; neither will his proving the new 
Teſtament Way to be a perfect Rule, at all prove-the 
Scriptures to be a perfect Rule ;. except he could firſt prove 
the Scriptures to be the New Teſtament Way, which he 
is never able to do; for its declared in the Scriptures cal- 
led the New Teſtament, That Chriſt, who is God's Co- 
venant of Light, ſaid, 7 avs the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life, Foh. 14.6. Abide in me, O&c. cap.15.4. And my Sheep 
bear myYVoyce, and they follow me, and I grve to them Eternal 
Life, Foh. 10. 27, 38. 

Another: New Teſtament Way or Perte& Rule then 
this, for men to walk in, and by, Ino whereread of in 
the Scripture of Truth z but this Way (as the New and 
Living Way) which leads to the Holieſt of all, is fre- 

uently borne witneſs of in the Scriptures, which (as be- 
ore i have ſaid) contain many Teſtimonies concerning 
this Juſt One, who is the Way, the Word, the Truth, 
&c. » 

And indeed, the whole ſcope or drift of the Scriptures, 
or of what is contained rherein, is to dirc& and enduce 
people ro walk in him, and according to him, whois the 
Way, the true Shepherd, that carries his Lambs in his 
Arms (Mark, if his Lambs are in his Arm, then he is. 
cflentially preſent with them.) ; 

' And I do no where read in the Scriptures that they 
are called the New Teſtament, or the New Teftament 
Way ; but they teſtifie of the New Teſtament, that 
3t is the Spirit that giveth Life, as in 2 Cor. 3.6. the NNE 

AE 
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400 Concerning Scriptures being a Perfect Rule, Oc. 
ſaith, Who. hath made mus able Miniſters of the New Teſtament, 
not of the Letter, but of the Spirit ; for the Letter killeth, but 
the Spirit giveth Life : And they teſtific of che Way, that 
it is Chriſt, ; ſothat the Way of the Spirie \(which is 
the New Covenant) is Chriſt, and they. that are led by 
the Spirit, "they walk in Chriſt the New Teſtament Way; 
ſo thatit JF. V. had proved the New Teſtament Way to 
be a perfect Rule,S&c. it had ſerved nothing for his purpoſe 
to prove the Scriptures a perfe& Rule, they being proved 
not to be the New Teſtament; as alſoſaid che Angel un- 
to Fohn, cap. 19. verl. 10, The Teſtimony of Feſus #t the $pi- 
rit of Propheſie : though I do acknowledge, as before, 
That this New Teſtament, or New Covenant, or Te- 
timony of Jeſus is teſtified of in the Scriptures of Truths 
yer they arc not thething, nor dothey contain the thing 
in them. which they teſtifie of, as F. Newman ſeems to 
imply they.do, as hereafter may be ſignified, | | 
But inſtead of proving the New Teſtament Way a 
perfeft Rule, he goeth about to prove the Scriptures a pey- 
fett Rule, but never proves (nor goes about to prove ) 
chem to be the New Teſtament Way , but takes that 
for granted (as far as I perceive) although that is the 
principal matter wherein the Controveſic lies berwixt us, 
which I plainly perceive F.N, doth not underſtand, though 
he hath ſo deeply engag'd himſelf: For, if he could have 
proved the Scriptures, called the New Teſtament, to be 
the New Teſtament Way, -I ſhould not have put Pen to Paper 
t5 have contended againſt their being a perferF:Rule for all 
men to walk by : - But hercin is the great Miſtake amongſt 
many (as alſo in this man). They put the Dead Letter Pe 
the Living Word, and the Scriptures for the Way, and 
{o would ſet chem in the ſtead of the thing which they do 


bur .. 
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but teſtifie-of z and thereby keep 2944 alwayes learn- 
ing, and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
Truth, which ſantifieth and (erteth tree, 2 Tim. 3. 7. 


Foh. 8, 32. Foh. I7. 17, ys 


Then F. XN, like aman fighting with the Wind (or like 
one that icts up a Poppir of his own, and ſuppoſcth it to be 
anothers, and then lies fighting with it, when he has done) 
rumbles oyer a great deal of tuff _ (like one that wanterh 
Work) contending againſt a Third Covenant, or a Third 
Teſtament Way, arguing in the 26th page of his Book, 
© That if a Third Covenant, or a Third Teſtament Way 
© hath nor been any where -promiſed of God, then rhe 
< Second is ſtill in force, for all men to walk by, and 
*none other. And for my part, I know none'that aſlerc 
a Third Covenant, ora Third Teftament Way; noryet 
any that deny the Second to bein force : ſo that F.N.hath 
buſted himſelf to no purpoſe, as I faid before, like one 
beating of the Air, but Ido not intend ſo to buſie my ſelf, 
to contend againſt him about things in which I am nor con- 
cern'd - For, asI ſaid, Iown no other Covenant nor Te- 
ſtament Way, but the Second Covenant, which God pro- 
miſed by the Monthes of his Prophets; ſaying, Fer. 31.33. 
Thi ſhall be the Covenant tht 1 will make, &c. I will put my Law 
in their Inward Parts, and write it in their Hearts ; andwill be 
their Gol, and they ſhall be my People: And they ſhall no more 
teach every man his Neighbour, ſaying, Know the Lord, for 
they ſhall all know me, &c. Andin Iſa. 59. 2r.' he ſaid, This 
is my Covenant with theme, '[:uh the Lord, my Spirit which i up- 
87 thee, and my Words which 1 have = into thy Month fhall not 
depart out of thy Month, nor out of the Month of thy Seed, mor 
out of the Month of thy Sees Seed, ſaith the Lord, from hence 
forth and for evermore, "FMaik] This Law and Spirit with- 

c C in 
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302 Cencerning- Scrifienres being 4. Ferfef# Rule, &c. 
in, the New Covenant, the New. Teſtament Way, te- 
ſtificd of in the Scriptures of Truth, to be an Everlaſting 
Covenant, this we own to be a Perie& Rule for all men 
to walk by, unto the End of the World, and nene other. 
And tor a third Covenant, or third Teſtament Way, I 
knovy none aſſert it ; therefore I ſhall not trouble my ſelf 
to contend about it ; but ſhall leave that part of his Book 
for thoſe whom 1t concern, if there beany ; though I can- 
not well but obſerve, that he hath offer d many fooliſh, 
falacious and ignorant Arguments ; VL nar>are, thereby tO 

rove the New Teſtament Way ftill in force, and to be 
fo to the End, which I have already granted (and ſhall be. 
ready ſo to doatall times) but ſtill he miſtakes the mat- 
ter, by putting the Dead Letter in the place of the Quick- 
ning Spiritz and direceth people to the Letter for Life, 
when its only the Spirit that givecn Lite,as beforc is figni- 
fied 3 and ſo he ſtumblerh at the Stumbling-Stone z 
2 Rock, which many have run againſt,and have been fplir. 


And ſo after he hath rumbled over divers ſylogiſtical 
Argments, which ſerve to fignifie, "that he loves to hear 
himielftalk Zogick; thereby ſtill labouring to prove, Thet 
0 Third Covenant, or third Teftament Way to be expected; 
far which cauſe the Second # to ſtand in farce unto the End, &c. 
He then, in page 42. of his Book, comes tolay down ſome 
{ad Coaſcquences, © Which will (as he ſaith) follow by 
* denying the Scriptures to be the Word of God, and b 
* making them inſufficient as a Rule in order to Man's Sal. 
*vation ; and hrit, * (ſaith he). It raketh away the general 
© Ground of Faith. from all men, 2dly, Ir denyÞth the 
* Ground of Faith for the Remiſſion of fins. gdly; It ma- 
« kerh void the Exerciſes of Faith in the precious Promiſes 
*of God; for what hath Faith tg excrciſe it (elf in,. bug. 

if - onl 
Y 


Conterning Scriptures bring a "BerfelF Rule, &t. 20 3 
< only the Promiſes of God in the Scriptures « 4thly, 
<It denieth the Comforts of Faith ; for all the Com- 
« forrs that Faith can bring to the ſoul, muſt be brovyhe 

_ © from the precious Promifes of God in the Scripture. 
_<5rhly, Ir Deſftroyech the Support ahd Supplyes of 
< Grace to the Soul in a time of AﬀMicion; and: to de- 
©ny the Scripture to be. the Word of God, is to den 

© che Fountain and Weli-ſpring of Comforts to the Sou 
« 6thly ,It denicth the Knowledge of Accepcance with God. 
«7thly, If the Scriptures be denied to be-the Word of 
< God, and thereby made inſufficient as a Rule, &c. then 
<all menare Teftia the dark; for no man is able to know 
© that God will fave any, but by his Word, whichis con- 
< tain'd in the Scriptures; for this is the Word of Salvati- 
<on, or that which dire&eth to the Means by which we 
© ſhafl obrain Lite, 8thly, Without this (meaning Scrip- 
© ture) we know not that there is any God,. or Chriſt, or 
<Salvation by God in Chriſt, 8c. . Laſtly, It leavcth-men 
to walk. by Fancy or Imagination, &c, _. 


Anſw. To all which I ſhall anſwer, That for as much 
as we (the People of God called & waters) do not afſerc 
or own a, third, Teffament Way, which #,N. ſcems to fight 
againſt an& oppoſe; ir would be as ſuperfluous for.me to 
reply co his Sylogiſms, as it hath been in him co offer themg 
and I ſhould (therein) bur anſwer a Fool according to his Fol- 
ly, and ſo become like unto him, which Iam no way en- 
clined'ro'do; but. ſhall proceed ro. examine, whether. or - 
no thaſer dieadfal Fo ſequences, allerted by F. N,.. will 
follow the detifing of rhe Scriptures: rg be the. Word of 
God, and a Perfe@ Rule for all men #0 walk by, and, 
none other,” © * Pts OP EL « uf 

5p Ccea Firſt, 
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Firſt, How doth it take away the general ground of 
Faith from all men, to deny the Scriptures to be the 
Word, and Rule, 8&c. ſeeing the Word. is ſtill owned. to 
be in beeing, and to be heard, which was the Ground and 
Author of the Faith of Abraham, and the Holy Men of 

' God, who believed before the. Scriptures were 
2 Cor. written 2 And becauſe they belizved, therefore 
4.13. they ſpoke forth the: Scriptures: by which it ap- 

| pears, That the Faith, that was once deliver'd to 
the Saints (which we are earneſtly to contend for) was 
received by them through hearing of the Word, before 
the Scriptures were written z and therefore the Scriptures 
were not the Ground ' of their Faith: ſo-that to deny the 
Scriptures tobe the Word of God, is not todeny or take 
away the Ground of that Faith, which by the . Spirit or 
Word was. once deliver'd to the Saints : For the Apaltle, 
in 21 Cop. 12. 0. declares the Ground of the Faith which 
the Church had' receiv'd (and which he labuur'd inthe 
Word (which wrought mightily in him) for the building 
of themup in) to be the Spirit, when he ſpoke of the di- 
verſity of Gitts which they had receiv'd, he ſaid, To 4n- 
ether is given Faith by the {ame Spirit : And this doth not at 
all oppoſe 'or contradict that Scripture which ſaith, Faith 
' comes by Hearing, and Hearing: by the Word of God; becauſe 
the Father, Word, aid Spirit are one Subſtance, and are 
notdivided (but the-Scripture is not one Subſtance with 
the Father and Spirit) (o that he who heareth the Word 
heareth the Farher and the Quickening. Spirit alſo. 

And this Author of Faith (as I ſaid before) was heard 
and believed before the Scripcures were'written ; and re- 
mains the ſame this'day as yeſterday, and the ſame for- 

ever. 
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ever, a Foundation of Faith that ſtandeth ſure, and is not 
a far off from every one, but is nigh, even the Word nigh thee; 
” thy Heart and in thy Mouth, and this is the Word-ot Faith 
which the Apoſtle; preached, and which we preach, by 
the hearing of which Faith cometh ; ſo that denying the 
Scriptures to be the Word is not todeny the Ground and 
Foundation of "true Faith; neither is it in the leaft to un- 
der-value the holy: Scriptures, which ſo frequently  te- 
ſtifie of the Ground, and Foundation; and Author- of the- 


crue Faith, - , 


Secondly, - And as for his affirming, © That to deny the 
© Scriptures to be the Word, is to deny*the Ground of 
© Faith for the Remiſlion of ſins. 


Axſw. Tanſwer No, if the Word be the Ground (as 
moſt true it is) the Ground is not deny'd by denying Scrip- 
rures to: be the Word .; becauſe the Scriptures, which 
reſtifie of the Word , are before proved not to be the 
Word. | | 

And they which had the Scal of Acceptance with 
God, had (without Controveriic) the Seal of Remifhon 
of fins, becauſe, without Remiflion there can be no Ac- 
ceptance, But the Servants of God had the Seal or Teſti- 
mony of Acceptance with God, cven {ome betore any part 
of the Scriptures were written, as Abel, Enoch, Abraham,@c. 
therefore the Scriptures were not the Ground of Faith for 
the Remiſſion of fins, but the Word which-was before the 
Scriptures were written: ſo that to. deny the Scriptures. to 
be the Word of God, is not todeny the Ground of Faith. 
for the Remiſſion of fins. Leto otht: 


And the Prophet David, who ſometime complained;  -.. | 


Pſal. 38. 4. That his Iniquities were gone over his head as & 
| Burden 


_ __- —— 
- 
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Burden to0 heavy for him tobear, afterwards declar'd, Pal. 
I03. 12. That as far as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, ſo far hadvhe 
Lord removed his Tranſereſſions from him: Now where did 
the Scriptures tell him that his Iniquities were put ſe far 
from him: Or how were they the Ground of this Faith 
by which he thus ſpoke, and by which he had this Evi. 
dence of the Remifſion or Removing of his fins * Was 
not the Word, which was ſettled in the Heavens, and 
which was a Light to his Feet, 8&c. the Ground of this 
Faith - Which Word healed him when he was in Dittreſs, 
and when his Wounds ſtunk becauſe of his Folly ; which 
Word ſtill remaineth, and is owned as the Ground of 
Faith for the Remiſſion of fins, though the Scriptares be 
not acknowledged td be the Word. 


Thirdly, And for his ſaying, © It maketh void the Ex- ; 
©crciſes of Faith in the precious Promiſes of God for, ; 
© what hath Faith co exerciſc ir ſelf, but only the Promiſes : 
© of God in Scripture, GC, © 


Anſw, T anſwer, The true Faith, which Chriſt is the 
Author of, hath the Power of God (in which it ſtands) 
to exerciſe it ſelf in, as the Objes thereof ; through 
which Power of God (which is the Goſpel) Lite and Im- 


mortality is brought to Light,-2 7im.T. 10. as Fruit of & 
that Faith which ſtands in Chriſt the Power, ſo that Yer- Is 
rae and Knowledge is thereby added to the Faith, b Ct 
which the true Behever is builtup in his Holy Faith: ſo fir 
thar denying the Screptures to be the Word doth not make Fa. 

0 


void the Exerciſes of Faith, nortake away the Ground 
in which true Faith ſtandeth, as F. N. Yainly imagineth 


becauſe the Scripture is not the Power of God, in which 
| of 


+ 
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the true Faith ſtandeth : Neither doth it follow, as 
FN. allerteth, That Faith muſt be exercis'd in Scripture, or 

elſe upon Fanty and Imagination ; becauſe it may be exerciſed 
in the Power of God, as in the true Ground thereof, 
which is neither Scripture, nor Inge: nor Fancy ; 

for the Apoftle ſaid, That hw Speec 

with enticing words of man's Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration 


of the Spirit and of Power, that their Faith might not ſtand, j 
in the Wiſdom of Man, but in the Power of God, 1 Cor, 23% 


4,5. And in this are the Exerciſes of that true Faith, 
which (by the Spirit or Word) was once deliver to the 
Saints, and which we now earneſtly contend for. But 
F.,N, by this Aſertion fignifies that he is a Stranger to the 
Power of God, in which true Faith ſtandeth, and therefore 
we may rationally conclude, That he is alſo Reprobate 
concerning that Faith which'Chriſt the Power of God is the 
Author and Obje& of. 


Fourthly, He ſaith, © It denyerh the Comtorts of Faith, 
© for all Comforts that Faith can bring to the ſoul; muſt 
© ke brought from the Promiſes of God, according as they 
© are laid down in the Scripture, &c. 


Anſmi" Here F.N. abſolutely limits God, - without any 
Ground or Reaſon, or Warrant for ſo doing ; as though God, who: 
is the Fountain of all true Comfort, could not convey true 
Comfort to the ſoul' of a Believer by his Faith, but he muſt 
firſt fetch ir from the” Scripture ; and (o in ctfect the Sryip» 


twre muſt be ſet above &od, or at leaſt, in the Place of 


God, 
But what Scripture F. N. hath toprove this his abſurd. 
Affemation, Iknow not; he hath produced none to prove 


that 


and Preaching was not 
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that, 'nor indeed any of the {ad Conſequences, which he 
faith wiil follow the denying the Scriptures to be the Word 
of God, and Perfect Rule, &fc. we haveonly his bare word 
forir; but whether that be of ſufficient authority to enduce 
us to believe his Aﬀertions, Tleave to the juditious Rea- 
der to judge; ſccing that Chriſt ſaid to the Woman of Sama- 
ra, That the Water that he would give ſhould be in him that recei- 
ved it as a Well ſpringing up to Eternal Life, oh.4.14. & again, 


| ; # Joh.7.38, 39. laid, He that believeth on Meas theScripture hath 


ſaid, out of his Belly jhall flow Rivers of Living Water : But 
this ſpake-he of the Spirit, which they that believe on hin: ſhould 
recerve, [Mark Reader] The Spirit that they ſhould re- 
ccive that believed on him (and whole Faith ſtood in the 
Power of God) was that Living Water that ſhould be in 
them ſpringing up unto Eternal Lite, or that ſhould flow 
up in them through Faith; and this Comfort their Faith 
did not fetch from Scripture, but by their Faith was known 
ro dwellin them, as their Everlaſting Comforter, that was to 
abide with them forever,cven the Spirit of Truth,according as 
Chriſt promiſed,Fo. 14. 6,17. ſo that to deny the Scripture 
to be the Word, is not to deny the Comforts of Faith , 
becaule that the ire Comforter was known by Faith, andis 
known by Faith to remain though the Scripture may be 
taken away ; and yet it doth-nort deny the Comfort of the 
Scripture neither, unto thoſe who have the underſtanding 
thereof.” 


Fifthly, F.-N. ſaith, *It deſtroyes [the Support and 

« Supplies .of Grace to the ſoul-in a time of Afﬀiction, 
©&ec. and todeny the Scriptures to be the Word of God, is 
© todeny the very. Foundation and Well-ſpring of Com- 
< 'orts to the ſoul i Aﬀliction, which is brought out of 

| | th 
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© che Promiſes in the Scriptures to the ſoul, 8&c. ; 


9 This Afertion is like ithe former, only the laft 
part thereof ſomewhat more groſs Blaſphemy, withour 
any Scripture Argument t prove any part thereof, only his 
own Aflertion, as in the reſt, though full contrary to the 
Teſtimony of the Prophet, who ſpeaking of the AﬀMii- 
on of the ſoul ſaid, When the Enemy ſhall come in like a Flood 
the Spirit of the Lord ſhall lift up 4 Standard againſt him : That 
was the Support and Reliet of the ſoul in the time of its 
Afﬀiction, according to the Prophets Teſtimony ; aad 
the ſame Support the Children of- Light do ſtill witneſs, 
whoſe Faith ſtands in the Power of God, and whoſe Truft 
is in.that Name which is a frong Tower. 

Aad for. his calling the. $criptares the very Fountain and 
Well-ſpring of Comforts, &c, Its groſs Blaipheiny; and 2 
Robbing of God, who is a Spirit, and who is the Fountain 
of all Good, whoſe Spirit (as before ſhewed) is in them that 
believe as a Well ſpringing up unto Eternal Lite ; for the 
Scriptares no where call themſelves the Fountain, nor have 
the holy Men of God ſo called them; bur they teſtifie of him- 
who is the Fountain of all Good: Neither arc they in them 
ſelves any where called the __ of Comforts; but the 
teſtific of the Spirit of Truth, the Comforter, that ir ſhall 
bein them that believe, a Well ſpringing up unto Eter. 
nal Life : ſo that "4 Newman to make good his Ar- 

ument, if he could, Blaſphemouſly putreth the Dead 

etterin the place of God, and in the place of the Li- 
ving Spirit. | 


Sixthly, He faith, © It denieth the Knowledge of Ac- 
© ceptance with God , forif the Seiptwres bedeay'd to be 
' D da&'® the 


” 
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© theWord of God, then who knoweth what God will ac- ; 


C cept; &c* and who knoweth what God counteth fin 
£ and wickedneſs, &Cc. | 


Anſw. To which I anſwer, This is in part anſwer'd 
already ; for Enoch, &c. had this Teſtimony, That he plea- 
fed God, Heb. 11. 5. before the Scriptures were written ; 
and that Teſtimony was the Seal of Acceptance with God, 
which Idare affirm every cruc Believer will acknowledge 
and this Teſtimony of Acceptance he did not receive from 
Scripture , for there was none ; but he obtain'd it by Faith, 
which the Word (that was in the Beginning) was the 
Author of, as the Apoſtle ſaid, pb tre apy ath the Wit- 
eſs in himſelf, 1 Joh. 5. xo. by which ir appears, That 
"- x 7 Acceptance , or the Seal of being 
Well-pleafing unto God, is not the Scriptures, bur the 
Spirit of Faith. | 

But that F. N. and others, may ſee the Confuſion thas 
he runs into while he is fighting againſt the Truth, Tin- 
ſert his own words in the 75th page of his Book, and com- 
pare them with this Aﬀertion ; he ſaith, © I ſhall freely 
« own the giving forth of his bleſfed Spirit into the Hearts 
© of his Children, whereby they arc dirced into his Moft 
* Holy Will, Þy the ag rrans of their ſpirits by thas 
© Holy Spirit of Promiſe, by which they know their Adop- 
* zion ; andalſo,by the ſame Spirit can own God to be thcir 
© Father, &Cc. ; 

' Fhus farare his own words, by which the Reader ma: 
eafily judge whether or no F- N. doth not ſpeak abſolutely 
contrary to the Belief or Perſwaſion'of his mind, in ſay- 
ing, * If the Scriptures bedeny'd to be the Word of God, 
* it denicth the Knowledge of Acceptance; ayd who thien 


* knoweth* 
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| Conterning $@iptures being 4 Perfett Rule, Oc. 317 
© knoweth what Ged accounteth fin and wickedneſs,8&c. 1 
ſay, 1ct the Reacer but compare his Confeſſion concerni 
the Spirit with his Aſſertion concerning the Scripture, on. 
he ſhall ſee his Contradition ſufficiently z for, if the giving 
torch. of the Spiric. cirecteth.jnto the Knowledge 'of the 
Moſt Holy Will of the Facher, then by the ſame Spirit, 
what is contrary to that muſt abſolutely be known alſo; 

| and how then cagit be fſaid,, that without Scriptures be 

q owned 10 be the Word of. Godz the Ground of the Know- 

: ledge.of Acceptance with God is deny'd , ſeeing chat 

which maniteſts the will of the Father, manifeſts thar 
which is acceptable to him, and thereby its known © And 
all this maybe knowa by the Spirit, as F. N. confeſterth, 
ro the wounding of his own Work. And indeed, What 
be hath acknowledged is to be known by the Spirit, is 
even, enough for any man to know, or cnough to give 
Satisfaction to every Soul, who breathes atter che Knows» 
ledge of Acceptance with God: For what can give more 
fatisfaction'to a man, then to know the holy Willof God 
by his Spirit,; and to know his Adoption, and to know that 
God is his Father * Certainly chere is no cauſe for him 
that hath this Knowledge to queſtion his Acceptance with 
God: And this may be known without Scripture, even 
by the hely Spirit of Promiſe, as F.N. confeſſerh : there- 
forc to.deny the Scriptures to be the Word of Ged, doth not 
deny the Knowledge of Acceptance with God ; . and thus. 
out of his own Mouth he is judged. 


Seventhly,, He faith, © If the Scriptures be denied ts 
<,'be the Word of God, '&c. thenall men are lett in the 
© dark, &c. for no man is able to know that God will ſave 
© any, but by his Word, which is coatain'd in the Scrip- 

DTUC 4 Ddt'2 4:38; & <cures ; 
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312 Concerning Scripturts being 4 Perfelt Rule, &c. 
cures; for this is the Word of Salvation, or that which 
© directeth to the Means by which we ſhall obtain Life, 
Ec. SO 


Anſw. That none are able to know that God will ſave 
any, but by this Word, that I ſhall eaſily acknowledgd ; 
becauſe its the Word only that is able to ſave; bur thar 
che Scriptures are this Word, or alone able to ſave, thar 
{donor acknowledge, but deny; and F: N. hath produ- 
ced no Proof for his Afſertion, but only his own Affirma- 
_ tion, norindeed can he: although he boldly ſaith, They 
are the Word of Salvation, yet they no where ſay {ov of 
themſelves; but they reſtific of the Word of Salvation,and 
That it was ſent unto the Children of Abratiam, and unto all 
amongſt them: that feared God, A&s 83. 26. {Mark] This was 
not the Scriptures that were ſent amongſt them;bur the Word 
of Salvation, or that Word which is able to ſave, Fam. x. 
21. Which the Apoſtle there beſought the Children of 
Abraham to receive with-Meckne(s, calling it the !ngrafted 
Word, or as ſome Engliſh Tranſlations have it, The Word 
that ts grafied in you : (0 this is the Word that is able to ſave, 
the Word of Salvation, theWord of Faith in the Heart, Oc. 
which Word was 'in the Beginning, the Author of the 
Faith of. the Fathers; by which Jacob knew that God 
would ſave, even before Scriptures were written, which 
made him ſay (Ger. 49. 18.) 0 Lord, I have waited for thy 
Salvation - By all which it appears, That to deny the Screp- 
 Furesto be the ord of God, doth not leave men fo in the 
- dark;as F. N. afhrmeth, butthar they are ſtill in a capacity 
to know that God will ſave?; and alſo to ſee the Salvation 
of God, which is promiſed to them that order their Conver- 
ſation aright. | 


And whereas he ſaith, © Thar: the Scriptures direc _ 
| *ro 


: - 
_ 
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Concerning Scriptures being a Perfet# Rule, Oc. 313 
*tothe Means by which we ſhall obtain Life. | 
' T1 Anſwer, 1 ſhall cafily acknowledge that; for, as 
I have. before ſaid, they contain many true Teſtimonies 
of him, whois the alone Leader unto Life, and they are 
profitable for Doctrine, for Inſtruction, &c. that people 
may be dire&ed to Chriſt the Way, which they teſtifie 
of , and that they may be turned from Darkneſs to the 
Light, which diſcovers the Darkneſs; and that they 
may come toreceive with Meceknets the ingrafted Word, 
or the word which is grafted in them, by it ro” be taught, 
and led unto the Poſſeſſion of Lite z for thisis the Means by 
which Lite is obtain'd,which the Scriptures rcftific of, and 
direct.unto; and for this Work we own the Scriptures to be 
profitable, 
But this doth not run paralel with the Affirmation of 
F. N. in the 24th page of his Book, where he affirmeth, 
; © That Life was in the Scriptures; for its one thing to ſay, 
; © chat there is Life therein ; and another thing to ſay, they 
< dire&t to: the Means by which Lite is obrain'd. If 
S Fohn Newman aſſerted no ether thing then the larrer, 
there had been no Controverſie about this Point ; for, 
ſo far we own the Scriptures : But his Confuſion ſhew-. 
eth what: his ſpirit is, oft-times contradicting and op- 
pofing himſelf, as is uſual with thoſe that oppole the Un- 


© 


changeable Truth, 


; But I perceive, an Objection may ariſc in the Ignorant 
| concerning, this thing, That if the Word which is able to 
ſave, be grafted in people, and be nigh unto all, even in the Heart 
and Mouth ;,, why then are not all ſaved * or, why do not all ſee the 
Salvation of God? or, why did the Apoſtle E xhert them toreceive 


it. with Meekneſs, if it were in them: already. ? In 


$14 Conterning. Scriptures being 4 Perfeft Rule, Oc. 


I Anſwer, though the Word, or Spirit, (which is one) 
was in them, yet they being diſobedient chereunto, did 
not reccive it, or had not receivedit; but had alwayes 
reliſted it, as the Apoſtle tclls them, As 7.57. and 
ſo were like unto thoſe that Fob ſpake of, fayings They 
ar: of them that rebel asainſt the Light, who kaow not the Way of 
it, &C. oy 24.13. {o that although the Word, or Light, 
or Spirit be ina people, and they rebel agzinſt ir, or reſiſt 
the reproofs and Inſtructions thereof, or dodiſpite to the 
ſtrivings thereof, how can ſuch be ſaid co have received 
it, forthey only receive the Word, and the Spirit, that 
rcccive the Reproots and Inftrudtions thereof, and in them 

Prince of Peace, and a Word 


it is known to be a Spirit, or 
of Lifc, and Conſolation, and ſuch know their Beloved 
to lye ali might betwixt their Brefts ; bur alchough he be 
nigh even in the hearts of many, they cannot be ſaid to 
reccive him, while they rebel againſt him, and cherefore 
they are not ſaved, but condemned by him , For thus ir the 
condemnation that Light is come, and men love Darkneſs rather 
then Lizht, Foh. 3.19. and though he lighteth every man 
that comes into the World , yet its only they that receive 
him, (the Light) that he gives Power unto, Foh. I. 12. 
by which it appears that all that were enlightned by him, 


did not receive him, fo that the Light, the Wordy the. 


Spirit, may bein people, and yet they that received it, 
but rcjec& itin its Reproots, .Counſels, avd Inſtructions, 
aad therefore they arc nor. {aved by it, bur condemned 
for which cauſe it was necdful for the Apoffle ro Labour 
ro turn them from Darkneſs to the Light, wherewirh they 
were enlizhtned, & to Exhort them to receive with meek- 


ne(s, the engratted Word, or to ſubmit anto the opera- 
# cion 


A 


OT TO PETIT 
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tion of the Word that was in chem, that by it they might 


. be ſaved z3 for none experimentally knows its ability 


ro ſave, but they, who receive the Reproofs, aud In. 


. ſtructions of it , and'are Doers, or Obeyers thereof ; 


and ſutch are taught thereby (as by the Univerſal Grace, 
which hath appeared unto all men, which bringeth ſalya- 
tion) to order their Converſation aright, through which 
they come to ſee the great Salvation of God. 


Eighthly, Now I come to the cighth, ſad Conſcquence 
that F, N, ſaith will follow denying the Scripture to be 
the Word of God, © Without this (faith he) we know 
© not that there is any God, or Chriſt, &c. neither do we 
© know what God counteth unclean, or what he counterh 
© holy, &C. 


Anſw. It by what God counteth Qnclean, and what 
Holy, he meanerh the things appertaining to the Life and 
Converſation 'of People, thea the denial of Scriprure ro 
be the Word of God doth nor hinder People from knowing 
whatis Unclean and what is Holy : Notwithſtanding, we 
canygot own the Scriptures to. be the Word, yet we own 
thar' ro be unclean which is ſo accounted in ha Scriptures 
of Truth in the Goſpel Diſpenſation, and that to be ho- 
ly which in them is fo accounted, and that the one onght 
to be choſen and the other refuſed : bur if there were no 
Scriptures in beeing, yetare people in the ſame capacity to 
reccive the. Knowledge of thole things, as they were be-- 
fore, the Scriptures were writtenz or as the Gertiles were, 
who had nor the outward Law, yet in Life and Conver- 
ſation ſhewed forth the Works of the Law that was writ- 
166 in} their Heattsz andif thoſe Gentiles were nvw _ 

| they 


316 Concerning Scriptures being 4 Perfelt Rule, &c. 
they would condemn the Ignorance of F. N. who ſaith, 
Without Scripture none know whether there be 4 God, or what be 
counteth Unclean, and what Holy : For all the Heathen Poets 
and Philoſophers, who had not the Scriptures, ore 
acknowledged a Supream Power and Becing, which 
were to be ſubje& to, ſome calling of it by one name, 
and ſome another ; but while they acknowledged che 
thing, it is ſuthcient to fignifie, that if the Scriptures 
wece not in beeing, yet People might know that there is 
aGod: And they are not only in the capacity that the Gen- 
tiles were, who knew and confelled, That there was 4 God, 
and ſhew'd forth the Works of the Law written in their Hearts, but 
alſo, in the capacity that the Fathers of old were z who 
did not only know that there was a God, but knew the on- 
ly true God, and were the acceptable Worſhippers of him 
betore Scriptures were written, | 

And theſe things I ſpeak not in the leaſt to under-value 
the Scriptures, or oat of a ſlight eſteem of them , for 
they arc very profitable for Inſtruction, 8&c. and ſo I own 
them, and hve oreat eſteem of them z yet it people 
have no more Knowledge then what they carnally receive 
therefrom, I may ſay as the Apoſtle ſaid, That what they 


know, they know naturally, as bruit Beaſts 5 and indeed, knew 


nothing «s they ought to know: And thoſe that he thus ſpake 
to had the Striptures, that were then in _— yet had 
not the Knowledge of God, which he ſpoke to their 
ſhame, 1 Cor. 15.34. So that the End of my thus ſpeak- 
ing is, to cnduce people not to reſt in a Notions! or 
Tra1itional Knowledge concerning God, which is fechr in- 
to. the Comprehenſion out of Scripture by the Wiſdom 
that is from below; but thatall may encline unto the In. 


ſpiration ofthe Almighty, which giveth Knowledge, and 


wait . 
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Cangerning $6riptures being 4. Perfect Rube, fe. 319 * 
wait in the Light which ſhigeth in-the Darkneſs ;. or take "8 
| heed unto the Word, i-che, Heart, a5,,pnto a Light that oF 
; ſhines in a Dark Par. untilithe Day: Ras ariſe there, that: x 
will expel the Darkuehs, 9 which the. Angerſtanding Wh 
b hath been clouded; and unctil.the Light ſhine ourof thee - ME 
Darkneſs, which gives.the Knowledge ot che glory Godin F> 
the Face of ChriltJelus:Andchis is taat-Knowledge which Jy 
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is ſaving, aud.is,o. cqaccrament for all.to.came'to ; bes 
cauſe (whatſo Fx naciopal $NA a they, have) they 
- that have A Lnowledge of God, thall be puniſhed 
with Everlaſting DeſtriRtion, from! his Preſence, a Theſ. 
1. 3, SET WWF - ; cata 


Ninthly, {pi Laftly, F. N. (aithy © That co.deny the 
© Scriptures. ta be the Word. of' Gpd, &£c. is to leave'men to 
© walk by Fancy or Imagination, - leaving that holy. Rule, 
« whercin Kifeand Salvation is declar'd, &c,. -. _ », 


, . Anſon This is bur like.cho reſt. (viz.) His own Aſler- 
1 tion, without- farther Proof: Bur whether denying the 
Scriptures tg be the Word of God, be todeny them to be 
belidved, as containing true Teſtimonies concerning the 
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| Woaxd (for ſo. Ihavealwayes owned them) 1 may.leave 
; % to the Reader .to.judge; and how it leaves men to walk 
4 *by Fancy or Imagination (while F.' X. himſelf faith, 
That the Bleſed $par diretFeth into the Knowledge of the moſt 
holy Will of the Father,and that thereby the Adoption is known.aud 
God owned, Oe.) ſeems very ſtrange;tor,the Light and Spi- 
rit reproves all Imaginations and Fancies and leads into all 
Truth thoſe who receive the Reproots and Inſftrictions 
thereof: And therefore the denying gf the Scripture to 
*\] bethe Ward, while the Word in; the Heart: (which the 
=, ,Ece "7-0:  —_— 


318; Concerning Scriptures being-a PerfetF Rule, &c:. 
Scripture teſtifieth of * is owned; people arc not left to 
walk by Imagination, but by the Word, which is a Light 
to- the Feee of thofe who take heed unto their Way 
according to the leadings of it: And the Help and Com- 
fore thar is to be found in the Scriptures People are not 
depriv'd of neither, though they are not owned to be the 
Word: So that F. N.hereby and others,may ſee plainly that. 
thoſe ſad conſequences do not follow the denying the 
Scriptures to be the Word of God, and Rule, &c. as 
F. N. vainly imagin'd, and boldly withont Proof affirm- 
cd: And what do all thoſe Affirmations ſignifie more 
then this, That F. Newman (for all his large Profeffion of 
Knowledge and Underſtanding) is ignorant of the Holy 
Spirit, Power and Word of God, withont which none 
can be born again « And ſohimſelf is fonnd* in the Unre- 
generate-ſtare, and worſhipping according 'to'the oldneſs 
of the Letters a Blind Leader of the Blind, which all 
are to beware of, for its ſuch that lead people captive 
hden with Sins and divers Luſts, alwayes learning, but 
never able to come ro the Knowledge of the Truth, which 
fers free, and which ſan&ifieth, which is the Word, as. 
Chriſt ſaid, Fohy 17. 17. but Jabours ro'keep them 
from enclining to the fan&ifyjng Word, -which the Pro- 
phet declared ſhould be their Teacher, which their Ears 
woald hear behind, (faying; / This ' i the Way, walk in it ; 
when they turn to the Right-Hand, or to the left, 7ſa. 
©. 21. FA 
And thus having briefly gonc _ with the princi- 
pal Scriptures and ;Ratrnan #1 produced by him, to prove 
the Scriptures tothe Word of God, and Perfeft Rule, &c. and 
with the ſad Conſequences which he affirmed would fol- 
tow by denying of themſo to be : Ifhall leave it = = 
adcr: 


PA 


4 | na the Word. Z3 Is 
Reader to judge, 2ſt, Whether the Word, ſo oft ſpoken 
of, as before, may be'underſtood to be the Scripture - 
or adly, Whether that Word may not be underſtood ro 
be that which was before the. Scriptures were written, 
which ſo oft-times came unto the, Prophets, 
which they gave forth the Scriptures 7 and 3dly, Whe- 
ther the Rule of the New Covenant be the Scriptures,cal- 
led the New Teſtament 7 . or qthly, Whether the Rule 
of the. New. Teſtament be not rhe Law written in the 
Heart, even the Law of that Spirit which the Apoſtle 
ſaid was the New Teſtament : and July W hether thoſe 
ſadConſequences do follow by denying the Scriptures to be 
the Word, or no, as F. N. hath med ” 


_ Concerning Chrii being 
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Conceroing Chriſt being” the Word of God": 


AN D now I ſhall come to the next ching which hein- 

ſifts upon, which is, Chriſt being the Word of God; in 
which I hi he will own, That he s call'd ſo, but he is 
not really ſo, page. 49. and that he « call d by many Names 
comparatively,as 8 Door,a Vine,an Enſignza Star,a Lamb ,&c.but 
yet. he us not really any of theſe, pag. 50. 


Anſw. W hat abſurdities are here * might not FN, as 
well have ſaid that though Chriſt is called Chriſt, yet he 
is not really fozand although he is called aSaviour,yer he is 
nor really io 2 hath he not the ſameground for the one, as 
the other * If Chriſt be not really what he ſaid he was, 
isic not tamake him a Lyar © whether is it more ſafe to 
believe what Chriſt ſaid himſclfwas, or to belieyc what 
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320 _  Conterniing Chriſt being the Ward, 
Fohn Newmas ſaith he was ? For F. N. altogether contra- 
digs Chriſt's ſayings in Scripture coticerning himſelf, 
for Chrilt ſaith, Foh. 15... 1 amthe Trice Vive ; But FN. 
ſaith; in the 50. s of his Book : he s not 4Y ine. Cer- 
rainly the greateſt Truth that I cafi perceive demonſtrated 
In this matter, is, That F. N..# no Brauch of the True Vine, 
_ nur jet grafted intoit ;, for if he had been a Brafich in the 
Vine (ora member in the Body that holds the Head) he 
would have known that Chrilt is really a.Vine s and he 
would have. alſo. known that heis really all chofe rhings 
which he ſaid of himſelf, and which they thatknew what 
he was to them, ſaid of him, and that ir is by the diver- 
ſitics of the Operations of this one Lord, that he is known 
to. be really all thoſe things, but F. N. hath ſufficiently 
declared himſclt to bea ſtranger to the diverſitics of the 
operations ot this one Lord, by denying him'to be really 
what he affirmeth himſelf ro be z and ſo hath given 
Chriſt the Lye, of which ler him repent, - before it be ro 
late. Es T PE STONY 

Bur what's the caufe that he thus works:atid fhufftes,and 
denys Chriſt betore'men, to be what he ſaid he was, and 
whar they that knew the diverfities of ris operations de- 
clar'd him to be 2 is it not to take away'the Rey of Know- 
!ede.rohinder chem from going in at this Door\thar are en- 
Teriag- is it not to keep people from. believing, that the 
operation of the Word in the Heart (which is a Hammer 
knocking for reſ{ception) is the appearance of ' Chriſt, left 
they ſhould be converted thereto, , by .irs own operation, 
and thereby be healed of all their purrifying ſores * and is 
not this to do the Divel's work, to fhur Chriſt and his 
ſaving Powerout of his People, as though he whom the 
Apoſtle ſaid, aſcended far above all Heavens thit ht might fill all 


things, could be circamſcribed onely to a Body of Fleſh't 
| [ Mark ] 
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| Concerning Chrift bling the Ward, Ji” 
Mark] he did not only ſay, that he aſcended into Heaven + 
neither do I deny, (but acknowledge) that he ſits at the - 
rieht Hand of Godin Heaven: But he alſo ſaid, that he a- 
ſeended far above all Heavens, that he might fill all things : And 
becauſe he fills all things, therefore None need ſay, who 
aſcend into Heaven to fetch Chriſt from above, or who ſhall deſcend 
into the deep to fetch him ap, @c # for the Word is nigh uno 
thee in thy Mouth ; and in thy Heartygwhich « incomprehenfible,and 
filleth all things; ſo that all may look unto him and be 
ſaved, even to the Word, which is really the Word, and is 
&ble to ſave the Soul even to the uttetmoſt from all iniqui= 
ty whatſoever; but F. N. would not have this Word to 
Be moper?y Chriſt, by any means, bur ſhifts, and thuffles, 
#td wreſts the Scripture; and bringsin his Meanings, as 
though they were of more credit, then the plain wards of 
Seriptorezand would fain put out our Eyes with his Atoms: 
Bur in the crue Tag, which makes all things mani'cſt, 
he's ſeerr, comprehended and denyed to be any truce Fol- 
lower of Chriſt; or Branch of the true Vine, or ſpiricual 
Worſhjipper.*/ 

But chen (in the 50. Page of his Book) where he at- 
firmerh, © that Chriſt is not really the Word ; though {6 
© called (he ſaith) there is an objection brought againſt this 
< Truth in Foh, 1. 1. where the Evangeliſt faiths 7 the 
© bertn1the was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
«© word was God ; from whence (ſaith he) they object, and 
« {ay,That Chriſt was the Word from the beginning, which thin; 

E =_ he I cannot grant z for this place duth not prove, 
© Chriſt, a# Chriſt, to be the Word from the beginning z- 
© bur it proveth the Word ro be God from the beginning, 
© for Chriſt was not Chriſt in the beginning,but ric Word 
©was Godin the beginning ; but Chriſt was in time,when 
£the Godhcad had taken Fleſh to it ſelf, and not b— 
\ nd 
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322 Concerning Chriſt being he Word. | 
Andin pag. 51. he faith, © It cannot beunderftood, thar 
© Chriſt, as Chriſt, ſhould be the Word of God, from, or 
<inthe beginning z or yet called the Word of God for 
* he was not Chriſt til he:rook to himfelt Fleth inche 
© Womb of Mary ; therefore Chriſt, as Chriſt, could not 
© be the Word of God from the beginning. | 


Anſw. Mark Reader, whether or no the Afﬀrmati.. 
ons of F. N. do not frequenly cuntradi&t the Teſtimo- 
nies of Chrift and lis Servants; for the Apoſtle, ſpeak- 
ing of the ſpiritual Reck, which tollow'd 1/rael, of which 
they all drunk, ſaid, That Rock was _ I Cor. 10, 4. 
But F. N. affirms, That Chriſt was not Chriſt till he took to 
himſelf Fleſh, &'c. Therefore he cofradifts the Apoſtle's 
Teſtimony, who ſaid, That Rock was Chriſt , and therefore 
15 not to be received. | 

Again, The Apoſtle ſaid (by vertne of the Revela- 
tion of the Father) That Chriſt was the Son of God, Mat. 
16.16, 17. Thon art the Son of God : And this Chriſt the Son 
of God, was glorified with the Father before the World was : 
For that was Chriſt that ſaid, Glorifie thy Son with the ſame 
Glery that he had with thee, &c, Therefore Chriſt was 
Chriſt before the World was, and before he took to him- 


ſelf Fleſh. | 


And whereas F. N. ſaith; He cannot grant that Chriſt 
was the Word from the Beginning. 

- Anſw. That dothnor at all weaken the Teſtimony of 
Tohn, wio ſaid, The Word was with God in the Beginning ; 
for his Teſtimony doth as much prove, That Chriit was the 
Word in the Beeinnine, as it doth, That the Word was Gad 


and F,N. in effect contefſeth itz. but that he is blinded, 
 - 
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_ Stranzer to the Spirit that giveth Underſtanding, 
and being gone from the Scriptures (which elſewhere he 
ſeems ſo much to applaud) into his bwn Imaginations and 
Fancies, for ſaith he, He wes not Chrift till he took to him-. 


ſelf Fleſh; and he that took to himſelf Fleth, he acknow- 


ledgeth to be the Word, by which he confeſſed, Chrift was 
the Word befere he took Fleſh, by which alſo in cffe@ he ac- 
knowledgeth, That the Fleſh that he took in the ywomb of the. 
Virgin, was not Chriſt, but the Fleſh that Chriſt took , thus 
much his own words import ; but Iknow he will not like 
ro hear of it, becauſe it ſo deeply woundeth his own 
Cauſe. | | 


And ſoafter F. N, hath rumbled through many Non- 
{enſical Arguments, labouring thereby to prove, That 
Chri#t is not really the Word of God, but only comparatively ſo 
calld, &c. he findeth another Objection in p. 56. brought 
againſt his Affirmation, *And is (faith he) in 1 Per. 1.23. 
© where the Apoſtle. ſaith, Being born again, not of corrup- 
©tible, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God which liveth and 
© abideth forever: Which Word, ſaith the Obje&or, is 
© Chriſt ; and the great Reaſon that is urged, is, Becaw{e it 
© lrveth and abideth forever : But (ſaith he) theſe words make 
*n>thing to prove this Word here to be Chriſt ; for (ſaith 
© he) the Apoſtle ſaith in verſ. 25. The Word of the Lord en- 
© dureth forever; and this is the Word" which by the Goſpel ss 
© preached wnto you. ( And from hence J. N. argneth) © That 
* the Preachings of the Apoſtles according to the Coſpel,. 
© was that Word by which they were born again, and which. 
* endureth forever, | | 


Anſw. To which 1 anſwer, as ſometime before up- 
On: 
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0a oc74ſop have ſaid, There is a difference betwixt the 
the Thing Preached, and the Preachings of the Thing 
and berwixt the Thing Witnciled or Teitified of, and-tho 
Teſtimony or Witneſs concerning the Thing : $&© that 
although the Apofele, by the Goſpel, (whichss the Pomer of 
God) preached the Word, aud packed Chriſt ; yet the 
Preachings or Declarations of the Apoſtle cannot properly 
be called Chriſt, who «. without beginning of Dayes or end 
of Life; nor can they properly be call'd the Word, which 
abideth forever; and ſo cannot be concluded to be that 
by which they were born again : This Shift will not ſerve 
the turn of F. N. to perſwade us, That the Word which the 
Apoſtle preached was not Chriſt, or that Chriit was not that Word 
by which they were born again , for, when ever he preached 
the Word he preach'd Chriſt z and yet his Preachings were 
neither the Word. preached, nor yet Chriſtz but Chrift 
preached was the Word by which they were born again, 
which liveth and abiderh forever, as is evidcat, by the 
Scripture before mention'd, which proves a Block too 
heavy for F. N. tg remove out of his way. 


Again, In Pag 57. he ſaith, © This Word cannor be 
© anderſtood of Chriſt, becauſe it is here called the 
© Seed. | | 


Anſw. Yet it may be underſteod of Chrift, and can- 
not otherwiſe be rightly underſtood of Chriſt, becauſe, 
as the Apoſtle faid,Gal. 3. 16, The Seed is Chriſt. 


Again, In pag. 58. he faith thus, . © Neither do I go 
© about to rob Chriſt of his Title, but do acknowledge 
© him to be called the Word of God comparatively, as 


che, 
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© he is the Father's Mouth, and ſpeaketh the Father's 
© words, 6c. 6 


Anſn, Hereby we may perceive that F, N. will 
not own Chriſt to be' the Word, no more then ineffe& 
he owns the Prophets and Apoſtles to be rhe Word :for 
he owns Chriſt to be the Word but comparatively, and 
not really ſo, and- but as-he is the Father's Mouth te 
ſpeak the Father.Words, and ſo were the Prophets and A- 
poktles the Father's Mouth, and ſpoke his words, as the 
Spirit gave them utteraſice : So that if he was called the 
Word only becauſe of thar, every one of the Prophets may 
be as well called the Word alſo, becauſe they were his 
Mouth; and ſpoke hiswords. 

- | Ruc what Abſurdicies are theſe; that F, X. runs into, 
to make Chriſt not to be che Word, really ſo: Imuſt 
needs acknowledge he exceeds (in one thing) all ſorts 
of People proteſling Chriſtianity, that ever I ſpoke with, 
or heard ofz for. I never heard of any, nor ſpoke. with 
any, but would acknowledge Chriſt to be really the Sub- 
ſtantial Word, though they will (many of them) plead 
for the Scripture to be the Word (or as ſome ſtile it, the 
Material Word) alſo : But F. N. affirms the Scriptures to 
| beproperly and principally the Word, and Chriſt but com- 
paratively the Wora,and not really fo : So that he out-ſtrips 
all (in promoting -the Scriptures, and in under-valuin 
Chriſt) that cver I heard ofy and it is riot his wreſting 0 
Scriptures, and jumbling his own Interpretations and Itma- 
ginations amongſtthem, that will effec his Deſign, or will 
prove Chriſt not-ro-be' the Wordbof Cad, really ſoy nor 
yer tobe Chriſt before he took Fleſh, 8c; For the Teſti- 
monics of himſelf and of his Servants —— 
(which F; N, by his Imaginarions labours' t& make -of 
169 22 Fff none 
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none effet) will Rand valuable and credible, wie. That 
Chriſt, who (as F. Newmas confefſerth) took Fleſh in the 
Wombot the Virgin, was the Word with God in the Be- 
ginniag z and that the Reck which follow'd 7fraet was 
Chriſt, before he took Fleſh ; and that this Word which 
by the Goſpel the A preached, was Chrift which he 
preached; and that the preachings,declarations,or words of 
the Apoftles were not the Word preached; and that the 
Word preached (and not the Preachings of it) was that by 
which they were born again,and which hved forever ; | and 
that the true Chriſt was the Son glorified wich the Father 
before the World was,and is without Beginning of Dayes or 
Endof Litc 5 the Root of David, and his of* ſpring allo z the 
Fifſt and che Laſt,the Beginning and the End,and the Joy 
ef many Generations; the Quickening Spirit chat dwells 
m his People; the expreſs Image of the Father's Subſtance, 
whom the Heaven of Heavens cagnot contain, who- is 
aſcended far above all Heavens that he might fill a/ »bing's, 
whois the Light of the Genriles,and the Gloyyof 1frael: This 
is my Beloved, and this is my Friend ; and he that hath an 
Ear to hear. let him hear. 


—_— — —— — — — TT aw ws ns DA HD oo ono reoreeih 


Concerning Chriſt Within being the true , 
- Saviour. | 


T7 acxt thing he undertakes, is, (pag. 60.) to-prove 
that the true Chriſt doeth-not dwelt 3n any man, as 
he is Chrift, but inſtead of fo doing, he goes about.to- 
prove, that the Body of the true Chriſt, that be took 
upon him, and in whick he ſuffered, roſe again out = _ 
| eput- 
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Sepulchre, and char it doth nor dwell in many and 6 {as 
indivers things before) he appears like one that beatsthe 
air, or that loves to hear himſclf talk , for he oppoſeth 
that, which/-I know none affirm; and affirms that, which 
none, that 1 know of, deny ; for I know none that de- 
ny that his Body was raiſcd out of the Sepulchre ; nor 
none thatafhirm that Body rodwell in man ; fo that Iam 
noc concerned to take tarther notice of thoſe things 3 
though the true Chriſt, which was the Rock, that followed 
Iſrael in the Wilderneſs, and that was the Son glorified . 
with the Father beforc the World was, for whom that Bo- 
dy was prepared todo the Father's Will in, who is aſcend- 
cd wherc he was betorce,and is _ glorify'd with the ſame 
Glory that he had wich the Father in the Beginning ; who 
is aſcended far above all Heavens, that he might fill all 
things ; This true Chrift (I ſay) I muſt own to be a 
Quickening Spirit, androdwellin man ; and this is thar 
Interceflor which the Apaſtle ſpoke of, ſaying, Rom. $. 
26,27. But the Spirit it ſcif maketh Interceſſion for us with 
Groanings , which cannot be utter d: And he that ſearcheth the 
Heart knoweth the mind of the Spirit ,, becauſe he maketh Inter. 
Seſſion for the Saints, according to the Will of God. 


And although it be aſſerted by F. N. © That Chriſt 
«js with the Father, and fits at the Right-hand of che Fa- 
« ther in Heaven with a Body of Fleſh; and therefore can+ 
©not be in man. 


Anſw. I anſwer, Idonot deny that he fits at the Righs- 
hand of che Father in Heaven, with that very Fleſh and 
Blood which gives Life Eternal to all that partake there- 
of: bur F.N. hath no mn his being there with an 

. = - 


Humane 


=— 
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. Humane Body of Fleſh and Blood, that cannot inherit the 
Kmz2dom. | | | 


But what! Doth his being at-the Right-hand of God 
in Heaven hinder his 19-dwelling in man, more theti it hin- 
ders his being in the Boſow-of the Father * Might henot 
as well have ſaid, That he cannot be in the Boſomn of tht Fa- 
ther (as Fohn teſtified, cap, 1. verſ, 18.) becauſe he fits at 
his Right-hand, as fay, he cannot bein man, becauſe he is 
there: Or might he notas well have ſaid, He: cannot be | 
at the Right-hand of the Father, becauſe hes in the Fa- 
ther's Boſom: For, by what he hath ſaid, he appears:ts 
exclude him our of his People (who is the Image of 
the Father, which the Heaven of Heavens cannet con 
tain) and toconfine him only to-a Body of. Fleſh 41 though 
the Apoſtle ſaid plainly, That he aſcended. far above all Hea- 
wVens, that he might fill all things, Eph. 4.10. by which it 
may plainly be underſtood, That: his being at the Righe- 
hand of the Father, and in the Boſors of the-Father, doth 
no way hinder his being in man.; . but as he is. at the 
Right-hand of the Father, and in the. oſom-of the Fa- 
cher, ſoheis.in man alſo: And they that know not this 


Chriſt in them, they are Reprobates, as the Apo#le faid, 
2 Cor. 13.5. ; | - 


Again, In pag. 65. of his Book he ſaith thus, ©1f he 
<did afcend as Jeſus, or a Saviour, -then he had a Body of 
© Fleſhy for he was not Jeſus, or a Saviour, as he was God, 
* but as he was Man | 


Anſw. That he atcended as he was Jeſus and a Saviour, 
flown; butirdoth not therefore follomz+That Cant was not 
1Saviogr z, for, although F. N,..boldly and blaſphemonſly 
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affirmeth (without any Proof, as his uſual manner is) chat 
he was not a Saviour as he was God, but as he was man : 
Yet it iscaſie to prove the contrary z becauſe the Word 
which was with God in" the beginning, and which was 
God, is able to fave; and- therefore is a Saviour as he 8 
God, and alſo as the Word manifcſted in the Fleſh (the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, whois God's Salvation) for the diver- 
fity of- Names doth not add to his Abilicy, but ro expreſs 
his Dignity, and che'diverſity of his Operations, the di« 
verſity of Names hath been given him; and yet ſtill is 


+ © I 


the. ſame Lord under cither of theſe Names, or in cither 


of his Operations, whom the Prophet ſaid ſhould come. 
forth of Bethlehem Ephratah, to- be Ruler in 1(rael, YYheſe 
Goings-forth (ſaith he) have been from of Old, from Everliſt- 


ing, Mich. 5.2, [Mark] Is not Chriſt he that is to be 


Ruler in 7frae/? And is ic not he that is the Saviour * 
Then the Goings-forth of the Saviour have been from of 
Old, even tronr Everlaſting, therefore he is a Saviour 
as he is God, and was {0 before he took Fleſh, | 


And if this be too little to give ſatisfaction, That he 


1s'a Saviour as he is God, or that he was a Saviour be{ore 
he took upon him Fleſh, then take farther the ſayings of 
God himſclf by hisProphets(and if you will nor hear them, 
you will nothear though one ariſe trom the Dead) Hoſea 
13.4. T/0 ſhalt know to God but Me ; for there is no Saviour 
beſides Me: And again, In Ta. 43. 11. he faith, 1, even 
1, am the Lords, and beſides Me there is no Saviour : By all 
which ir appears ſufficiently that-he is a Saviour, as he 
is God, and that his aſcending as a Saviour doth nor prove 
that 'cither rhe Spit (or God) was not the Saviour, or 


chat the Ffeſh fimply-was the Saviour z Begauſe it appears 


he was @ Saviour before.he took Fle 
Chriſt the ſame this day as yeſterday; and the ſame ſor 
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ever, the Spirit that quickenethy For the Fleſh profiteth 
nothing, as Chriſt himſelf (aid, and therefore can be no Sa- 
viour, Joh. 6.63. OS 
And 1ſa. 45. 21,22. he ſaith, There & noGod elſe beſiles 
me, ajuft God, and a$avionr ; look unto me, and be ye ſaved, 
&c. [Mark Reader, ] beſide the Saviour there is no God, 
as ſaith God himſelf by the Prophet ; ſo that it the afhima- 
tion of F. N, and other ſuch Profeſſors be true z That the 
body of Fleſh that Chrift took (which in Scripture « called the body 
of Feſns) be the onely Saviour , then the Prophets Words 
mult be falfe, or cle, there muſt be no God, but the Body 
#f Fleſh, becaule, there i no Godelſe but the Saviour, as ſaid 
God; But to ſay, There is no God, but that body of Fleſh thas | 
the Word took, would be groſs and horrid Blaſphemy , bot | 
ſuch is the effe& of the Affirmation of F. Nv. by which 
he may fee his Ignorance , Preſumption and Blaſphemy ; 
and this may ſuffice forever to ſtop the Mouthes of 
thoſe who affirm the body of Fleſh that Chriſt took, to be 
the Szwviour, and do deny him to be 4 Savieur as he is 
God. ; | 
And that all may be informed where to look unto him 
(according to the exhortation of the Prophet) and be ſa- 
ved, obſerve what the Prophet Amos ſaith, Chap. 4. ver. 
13. he that declareth unto man what is his thought, the God of 
Hoſts s his Name, and (Jer. (7. 16.) Ithe Lord ſearch the 
Heart, &c. by which thou maycſt underſtand that this is 
God the Saviour, and Chriſt the quickening Spirit ( for 
Chriſt is God, Rom. g. 5.) that ſearcheth thy Heart, and 
ſheweth thee thy thoughts ; though thou baſt thought him 
£9 be ſuchan oneas thy ſelf, and Faſt ſer him at a diſtance 
-4n-thy Imaginations; yet he is near at Hand untorfee, 
(the Word in thy Heart, who is a Searcher thereof; and a 
Piſceraer of chy thoughts, which he ſhews unto thee) 


char 
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that ſq thou mayſt look unto bim, to be led ang inſtructed 
by his good Spirit of Grace, which. bringeth Salvation unto 
Light in all who are taught thereby to order their Converſation 
«right, Pſal. 50, 13+ and this is that free Grace which hath 
appeared unto all men, Tit. 2. 11,13, by which the primative 
Chriſtians were taught (as by a ſtanding Rule, according to 
which they walked) And by which, through Faith they were 
faved, as the Apoſtle teſtified #ph, 2. 8. though many 
curacd from this Grace into Wantonneſs, and did diſpite 
to the Spirit thereof, as they do at ehisdayz And thoſe 
arc they that Rebel againſt the Light wherewith every 
enc is cnlightned, and labours to render it inſufficient to 
ſave; not conſidering that this is that Grace that hath ap- 
peared toall, and by which they were ſaved, and which 
God (aid unto Paul, was Sufficient for him , and ſo they tram- 
ple under foot, that blood of the everlaſting Covenant, 
; which is Drink indeed, by which they. that walk ia the 
: Light arc clenſed from all fin. 


But then he ſaith (in page 68.) © There is an Objedti- 
© on brought againſt him from 2 Cor. 5. where Pas! ſaith, 
© Though he had known Chriſt after the Fleſh, 'yet henceforth know 
© 1 him ſo no more. But in page 70. he faith. © The Apoſtle 
<is ſofar from denying to know-Chriſt in a Boy of | Fleſh, 
© though Glorified, that he doth affirm the' ſame to the 
«* Church of the Epheſians, Eph. 5.30. where he ſaith, Ie 
© are Fleſh of bis Fleſh, and Bone of his Bone: but (ſaithhe) 
© the Afoftle did not intend to know Chriſt in the Fleſhar- 
© tended with all thoſe Infirmities as he was ſubje@ to im 
© his ſuffering Eſtate. o; | 


Anfw. If by rhe Body of Fleſh that Chriſt had. ke. #- 
mcans the Church which the gpoftle ſpeaks of, which was > NW 
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the Body of which Chriſt (the Power and Word) was Head, 
and they Members of, then 1 am one with him; for, 
his having that Body (after his Aſcention) I neverdeny- 
cd, nor intend to do ſo: but that Body could nor be calld 
the Saviour , for Chriſt was the Saviour of that Boch of 
which they were Members, was yet on Earth: And the 
Apoſile was not without expeRation-of the ſame'Sufferings 
(in meaſure) to attend CO in thoſe Members of his Bo- 
dy, as had attended him before, for, in Col. 1.24. he faith 
thus, Who now Rejoyce in my Suffering for you, and fill up that 
which is behind of the Affiiftions of Chriſt in my fleſh, for hs 
Bodby's ſake, which the Church , by which it appears, that 
 Afﬀictions did ſtill attend thoſe Members of Chriſt's Body, 
who (as J. N. confeſſeth) was Fleſh of his Fleſh, and Bone 
of his Bone: And ſuch a Body we own Chriſt had after his - 
Aſcenſion, and ſtill hath, though not free (as yet) from 
tuffering Aflictions'; yet his Body ſhall be faſhioned like 
unto his glorious Body; which is not ſo confined, as he 
vainly imagins they were Fleſh of his Fleſh, &c. This 
doth notin the leaſt prove that Chriſt is not in man, bur 
rather the contrary ; for can it be rationally concluded, 
that he ſhould be at a diſtance from the Members of his 
own Body? No certainly : If the Body be divided from 
the Head, it is no more a perfe& Body, but dead Membeys : 
So that Chriſt, the Head (the Quickening Spirit) ha- 
ving men to be Members of his Body, of his Fleſh, and of 
his Boze, we may rationally conclude - (if we had no other 
Evidence) That he is not at a diſtance from his Body, 
bur [preſent with them, and therefore in them, as 
{imſelf ſaid, Joh. 14. 17. He is with you, and ſhalt be in you : 
And in verſe 20. At that day you ſhall know that I am in my 
Father [Mark,' in the Boſom of the Father] 4nd you in me, 
and 71 you. » 5 % fans” on 
"2573 v Well 


Concerning the Spirit's Guidante. 333: 
Well Reader, There are many things remaining in 
this Book of F. N's concerning Chriſt's hear in man, and 
alſo out of him z to which an Anſwer might Bereturn'd, 
to manifeſt his Ignorance and Confuſion, which tor bre- 
vity-ſake I ſhall vmir ; for it wonld fill roo large a Volumn 
to publiſh ro the World at this time z eſpecially, becauſe 
thoſe ſame things have been anſwer'd by us again & again : 
yet Icannort well bat obſerve ſome few things more, that 
his Confuſion and Oppoſing of himſclf may further appear. 
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[! N pag. 84. ſpeaking of the Spirit being givento the 
Saints, he faith, © Itis of the ſame Becing of the 
< Father and Son; and alfd of the ſame Nature, Power - 
« and Tendency of both. And in pag. 54. he ſaid, © That 
< Spirit isSGod, 4 
Anſw. It the Spirit given to the Saints, be ofthe ſame 
Becing of the. Father and Son, as F. N. in this place 
truly afirmeth, then it is of the ſame Subſtance of the 
Father and Son, for the ſame Beeing is the ſame Subſtance, 
and the ſame Subſtance or Beeing is not divided into ſeve- 
ral Becingsz thereforc if the Spirit, which is of che ſame- 
Becing of theFather andSon be in man,then the Father and 
Son is (according to the meaſure thereof) in men alſo. _ 
And herein F.N. hath contradicted hisown ſayings 
in pag. 78. where he tells us of a diſtinct Beeing of Gadand 
Chrif out of all men ;, For if a part of the ſame Beeing of thene 
be in man, how can it rationally be concluded that they. are a di- 


fin Peeing. om their own Becing in Man? ®1] od 


[Mark Reader] I would aot be rniſtakeny.; 
underſtood in this matter, it beitig a matter of 
C88 - 
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eſt weight and moment : I do not oppoſe the Beeing of 
God and Chriſt our of man, in the higheſt Heavens, nor in 
the loweſt Hell, becauſe Infinite and Incorruptiblez bur 
his ſo being diſtin&, as to exclude his Nature and Pre- 
ence from man, thereby denying his In-dwelling, is the 
_ thing which I oppole (and which F. N. hath corffounded 
himſelf about) becauſe the Beeing of God (whois a Spi- 
rt) and Chriff, who is the Quickening Spirit, cannor 
be divided [and F. N. in pag. 62. alſo ſaith, Chriſt can- 
not be divided.) And the Spirit of God, whick is in man 
being of the ſame Beeing or Subſtance with the Father and 
Son: All which is that 1»finite Beeing or Subſtance, which 
the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain; it cannot be ſaid, 
® chey have not a Beeing in man; but a meaſure of the 
fame Beemmg or Subſtance (which is not divided) ought as 
properly to ſaid in mati, as*in the higheſt Heavens : 
And this*is that God, who is Light, r Foh. 1.5. whois in 
all, through all, and over all bleſſed forever, whom the 
Wortd by wiſdom can never attain to the kyowlede of -. 
- Again, If the Spirit be God, asF.N. ia pag. 54. affirms, f 
which 1s certainly true (becauſe God is a Spirit) and the | 
Spirit be im theSaints, and in- Mari, leading into his moſt holy 
Will (as ].N. alſo confefleth in pag.77,8 $4.) Then how 
can it be ſaid, That 6od that fills Heaven and Earth, who is 4 
Spirit, dwells not 3n man, as he cMcewhere ſaith 2 Unleſs he 
will conclude the Spirit of God ro be divided into ſeyeral 
Becings, which cannot be ; therefor&his Beeixg is not only 
atar of,but near at hand, even it man'; bur that lofty One, 
that dwells in the high and holy place, is known alſo with 
/im that is poor ,8c. and his Delight is with the Sops of men. 
/\gain,Itthe Spirit in the Saints be(as ]. N. to the wonn- 
ding'gf his own Cau{e, ſaith) of the ſame nature,tendency 2nd 
fomey wish che F:t4zr and Sox; then there js aſufficient S2- 
viour 
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viour in man; for the Texgency of the Sox is to ſave, as J.N. 
himſelf (I dare ſay) will acknowledge z and his Natsye is to 
ſave which was the end of his coming, and he is of power 
to ſave; For all Power in Heaven andEarth 4 given to the Sox ;, 
and the Nature of the-Father is to ſave,as I have befor ſhew-/ 
ed out of the Frophets ; theretore the Spirit, that isgiven in- 
to the hearts of People (which reproves them for fin) being of 
the ſame nature,power aud tendence with the Father and $9n, is 
ſufficient roſavey elſe it cannot be ſaid to be of the fame- 
wature, tendency and power : (o that none need go far, or look 
z0the Hills and Mountains for a Saviour z but look unto hint 
that is nith(who is of power ta ſave )even to the Light or Grace, 
that hath appear d as 4 Reprover of the deeds of Darkneſs, and this 
will 1e4d into all Truth, and ſave out of all Unrighteouſneſs 5 and * 
unto them that walk herein Chriſt che Lighe(nor after the 
Motions of the Fleſh) bur atter the Leadings of the Spirit, 
there will be no Condemnatiog. And although»this Grd 
who is Light,and is a Spirit,be a God far off alſo,as being that 

Infinite Incomprehenſible Fulneſs that fills «ll things, yet all 

' that.can be knows of him by any man, is maniteſted within 

t man, Rom. I. 19. 4-47 .” ; 

And tirus the Contuſions and Contradtions of FJ. ap- 
ponrts whothereby declares, thay he hath not the know 
cdg of Chriſtnor, ot, God,. te exerciſe his Faithrin 4 *nor 
yet doth he keep to Scripture neither,to exerciſe his Faith 
thercin ; butiis ſeen and diſcovered. ra have his mind 2nd 
his Faith exerciſed in Fancies and Imaginations, whichis #4 = 
the cauſe of his thus contradicting himfolf & of hisaffirinte = 

ing ſo many Abſurdities,and Blaſphemies;” without fornd 3 

reaſon or Scripture Arguments, ſometimes —_—_—— = | 


and his Spirit,and ſometimes acknowledging them 16 

one and the ſame becing,and ſomerintifijoyruaheSpiri 

| Scriptures,and arguing that they catinbe ſefarit 
| G 2 
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| Goſpel Purity - Was it not by the Spirit's operation that 
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the reaſons he gives is, becauſe the: Seriptures are the gi- 
vings forth of K Spirit; and yet notwithſtanding will ſay; 

Fa hath a drftintt beeing from his Spirit , which twof his givings 

forths and thus, as fancy leads him,he affirms things, as in 

Page 43- he ſaith, 7f Scripture be denyed tobe the Word of God, 
it maketh void the exerciſe of Faith, for Faith muſt be exerciſed 

in the Scriptures or elſe upon fancy and imagination; and in Page 

73-he ſaith; zf chere be no Preſond beeing of Chriſt,then there is no 
Ghrift to exerciſe Faith in "(0 by this kind of Arguments of 
F. N. if Faith be exerciſcd in a perfonul being of Chrift, its 
exerciſed upon faxcy and imagination, (which is yery true) 
for a-perſonal beeing of Chriſt is notScripture, ſaith, 

Faith muſt be eamey in Scripture or elſe upon ſancy and imagi- 

zation, Bt the truth is, he caanot cell what the true Faith 

is nor what it is exerciſed in, ſometimes Scriptore ts the only 

thing ; and another while 4 perſonal beeing of Chriſt,and what 

Will it be next,but even what his Fancy and Imaginations bring 
forth * which he appears full of, like one that knows nor 


- Chriſt the. Power of God, (manifeſted in him) who is the 


-Anthor of true Faith, or the bezetter thereof ; and is alſo the 
objeft thereof, in which it is exerciſed, and in whom it ſtands, 
whomall muſt hear, that receive the true Faith, which is 
che vitery that overcometh the World, and which giveth 
acceſs unto-God.; in which Faith, there is Peace, and Joy + 


 uniſpeakable,and full of Glory. 


Again, in Page $7. mentioning that Scripture which 
ſeems as a Block in his way,which I perceive he would tain 
remove,(Gal. 4. 9) ti! Chriſt be formed in you; and therefore 
gives this meaning, viz, The forming of Chriſt in the Saints, 
was but to bring thew forth into-4 Coſpel-Purit , &c, this'is 
bis Interpretation of that Scripture, and a very favorable 
one t0D 3 but whereby ſhould they be brought forth into a 


Was 


" 
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wasin them, which they received by the hearing of Faith 
Gal. 3. 2. which F: N. acknowledged to be of the ſame 
becing of the Father and the Son? It ſo,then was nor, Chriſt, 
according ro Mcafure,(who fills all things) really in them, 
who hath diverfty of operations, who came for judgment, 
and" to ſend” Fire on the Earth; and were-they not tobe 
brought forth inco'that Goſpel Purity (that F. N. ſpeaks 
of ) by his Spirit of judgment and of barning which they 
had received,” who came for. judgment, and to ſend Fire ; 
"—_ God ſignified by his Prophet, that rhe Filth of. the 
Daughter of Sion ſhould be purged away with theSpirit of judgment 
and of burning * Ia. 4.1. and this was that Spirit, by which 
che Saints were waſhed, cleanſed, ſanRitied, and juſtified, 
when the Apoſtle told them they were fo, in the Name of 
the Lord Jeſas, and by the Spirit ot our God, 1 Cor. 6. 17. 
and they that were teu wathed, and brought forth into 
this Golpel Purity, they were made a Habitation for God 
(who as F. N. Confeſſeth, is that Spirit) even through the 
Spirit's operations ,which is of the ſame Being or Subſtance 
with Chriſt, ſo that the filth being purged: away ; there 
was room for him to dwell there, and ſo was really*in them 
formed , and they bronght forth in his-own Image by his 
own operation, with whom the Apoſtles were Co-workere, 
and therefore travelled for this forming of Chriſt in them, = 
or for the {ubjecing- them in'the Faith,” wholly unto 
Chriſt's Goverment, that he might raign in-them over-all, 
who is God Bleſled forever. : 7 


” « bk : : 
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One thing more (which 1 fd rhe OE 4: 


which he-entitules, 4 Caution to all) I cannot well paſs 
by with filence; where he ſaith, «Seeing God has caſt ÞJ} 
vs 
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© us intoa day,whercin there is ſuch a ſpirit running #00-and 
rein this Nation, that will ſeemingly own Truth, and yet 
*. will draw all into a Myſtery within man, denying Truth 
_ ©according to Truth's Intent ; ler us therefore labour with 
© our God tor his bleiled Spirit,to guide ws into all Truth. 
 Anſw. [Mark Reader] Is it:contrary to Truth's intent, to. 
own the Trath to be a Myſtery within man 2 Doth not God 
love to have Truth maniteſted in the inward parts * Is not | 


Chuiſt the 774th, which the Apoſtle declared to be the My- 
ſtery wichin, ſaying, Chriſt in you the Hope of Glory * How 
_ then caa it be ſaid, That that Spirit, that owns Truth to be 
a A\yfery within, does not own it according co Trnth's in- 
. rent © Surely F.N. hath beſocted his Underſtanding,elſe he 
would not thus ſpeak. 
And whereas he ſaith, Let ws laboar with God, for his bleſſed 
Spirit, to guide ws in cl! Truth, He therein ſeems to own Truth | 


to bea Myſtery within alſo; for if the Spirit be to be re- 
cciv'd, it muſt be within , and the Sperit is Truth, becauſc 
(as FN. elſewhere conteſſeth) 7t i of the ſame beeng,nature, 
power and tendency with God, who is Truth, and with Chriſt,who is 
the Truth, And the Spirit is the Union, which was recei- 

. vedfrom the Holyane, which was True, and not a Lye ; (0 
here he ſeems to own Truth a Myſtery withig(the Spirit be-.- 
ingMyltery) which before he ſaid, was contrary to Truth's 
Intent; and thus his Confufionappears from time to time : 
And moreover, it ia ſuch a dangerous time, as he ſuppoſes 
thisto be, the Spirit be the only Thing tobe labour d for, as 4 
Guid: to leid inall Truth , wherefore then does he ſo much 
cry againſt the 9 »akers,whoſe Principle it is, and alſo their 
Practice, Ts laboyr with people, towart for the Spirit's Operation, «+ 
that by it (es the moſt. certain Guide )they maybe led into all Truth? 

 Hath he totalio oppos'd him{elt hereby, who not my ve 
214 3 ore 
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Concerning ]."N's Caution. = ;: 
fore aſſerted, the Scriptures to be the only Rule, which do bur , 
teſtifie of the Spirit, which now he would have people labour A 
for, as a Guide in all Trath,which indeed is the only Guide, ' + 
without which the Scriptures cannot be known, (becauſe they i 


are things of God; aud the things of God know '#o man but the 3 
Spirit of God, and he to whom the Spirit of God reveals them ? | 
© And he ws. Let us not be haſty to receive an Opinion, | 2# 
© before we have weighed the ſame by the Lawand Teſtimo- *} 7 
© xy;ſceing there are :anyfalſe ſpirits gone out into rhe world, 1 
Anſw. That there are many {alſe ſpirirs gone outinto the | 8 
World, I grant; and that is a fa/ſe 6.:6:/0niſh ſpirit that contra- | 2 
diets it ſelf, as the ſpirit of F.X. has done,as before ſhew'd : 1:$ 
And that js the true Spirit of Grace, which teacheth to live br” 
God-like in this preſent World: bur that which leads into BM 
Confuſion,is not God-like; bur ſuch is rhe ſpirit of F.N.there- Fo 
fore not to be recerv/d. And that all Opinions and Spirits are ©: 
ro be try'd. by rhe Law and Teſtimony,I own ; but whatis |} 
this Law and Teſtimony * is'it not the: Light and Spiririn "ke 
the inward parts ? for Solomon1aid, The Law i Light ; and i} 
the Anzel ſaid, The Teſtimony of Feſms is the Spirit of Prophe- i 


fie, Pro. 6.23. Rev. ig.11. Sohere is the Lawand Teſti- |E-- 
mony declar'd, which I dare ſay F.N. never intended to di- y 
rect people to, asa Touch-ſtone to try Opinions by, as he 
call them : And is not this Light the Law of the Spirit, 4 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, and'which he ſomertnnes cal- * © 
led, The perfett Law of Liberty © Fam.1.25. And by this Law 
indeed Paul (aid; He was ſet free from the Law of fin and death : 
So as the Propher:ſaid,Let all to the Law and to the Tyſtimony, 
er,as the Apoſtle Tawd;Look into the perfett T.aw of Liberty y the 3s 
Lay of the Spirit;:grLight thereot, in tlie inwatd-parts x | 
for this is that per&&Rule thac leads in the Wayy: ia whic | 
1 Wayfarinz- man;thodetha Fool, cinnot err: And witheat this. 


4 


Concerning J."N's Caution to all. | 
there are noac able tounderſtand che Scriptures,nor to pra- 
*Aiſe them becaule of onr felves we can do nothing ; yet 
we are willing to having our Doarincs Principles aad Pra- 
ctices try'd by the Scriptures of Truth. 
; © But(then ſaich F.N.) the moſtdangerous ſpiric is this, 
© thatdrawsall che Happineſs of this Litc,and that which is 
* tocome,into man, and finiſhes all the Glory of man at the brink 
© of the Grave. 
Anſw.Tfby the Glory uf man,he means the Glory of May, as 
ſimply aCreature;then T do ſay ,all that i tobe finiſh'd at the brink 
of the Grave z for its but the glory of Fleſh, which, as the Flower 
&f the Graſs;paſſeth away : Burt it by the Glory of man,he means 
that which the Wiſe in Heart ſhall inherit (Prov. 3. 35.)and 
which is the Reward of thoſe,before whom the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God goeth; then I know none (except Athieſts and 
Ranters) that affirm: or aſſertany ſuch thing ; and I ſay alſo, 
that is the moſt dangerous (pirit of all,and to be ſhun'd by all: But 
that ſpirit which would keep people ourof an Expectation 
of {ccing and-beholding thar' Glory that is endleſs, while 
on the ſide the Crave, is not much inferior (as to the Ill-con- 
ſequences of it) to rhe other; for that would deprive people 
of the chiet Happineſs of this Lite,and of the happy Enjoy- 
ment of that Glory which their Peace-and Foy 1s. full of in 
believing, while they remain on this fide the Grave z/ arid 
may alſo endanger co deprive them of” the enjoyment of 
that which isto be receiv'd'in 'the Life thatis ro come : 
For,if the Earneſt 6f the incorruptible Inheritance (which 
is-2 part thereof) be not receiv'd: in this' Lite, what true 
Comforrcan there be enjoy'd in this Life?So then that Spi- 
rit.of Grace,or Word of Grace, 'which maniteſts its Lighe 
and Strength in the Tiward Parts, by its own Operggion,, 
for the begerting of Faith in, and concerning it ſelf, in > 
E540 tbac 
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that hear and reccive its this; Tay; isnotro be ſhunn'd, 
bur adhered'unto'by all; '# wnto the Author of true Faith 
ſceing Faith eomerh by Hearing), «1d hearing bythe Ward of God + 


and the Word 'is ' wig rhiey Wl thy Heir, hl in ly Mor, 
Rows. 10.17; and the Spirit -i9'ir the *imward'parts (which 
with the Word-is one): by which Faith is given. 
-Andall that bear this Word;and obey this Spirit of Faith, 
ſhall doubrloſybehblathe'0iory of the Word, as the'Apoftles = 
did,: even as the Gly of #ht only BD ITC; full of © 
Graze'and Trichy 'and"fhall doubtleſs know! that Faich, in 
which is Peace and Joy unſpeakable, and full of Glory ; and 
thiswill be unto them an Earneſt of the Everlaſting Inhe- 
ritance, that never fades, by which they will be aſſured of 
the full Poſſeſſion thereof, when time ſhall be no more. 


And thus having examin'd the principal matters in this 
Book, viz. Concerning the Scriptures being the Word of God, 
and the perfet® Rale, and the ſad Conſequences which (he faith) 
will follow the denying of them {o to be , and concerning Chrift 
being the Word ms 4 and (as be ſaith) but comparatively ſo 
ana concerning Chrift being a Saviour as he is God, or 4 $aviour 
0»ly, as he hath @ Body of Fleſh , and concerning his being in Hea- 
ven with the Father, at his Right-hand, nd bu being in man re- 
ally ſo, tay, hariog e through with theſe things, and 
_=_ en as tothem leave Her to the Judgement of 
the Judicious Reader z defiring of God, by his own Spirit 
to give a right Underſtanding unto all that deſire after hiuy: 

t the know him that is truc to be manifeſted in 
them, _ may by his ſpirit be bapizedinto bim to 
live and -tave their Beeing in him z that 10 they may under- 
ſtand the things that apperrtain to his King to their 
owa everlaſting Peace, that in che Faith of the Unchangable 

_ H hh Trath, 
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1. The COpeluſian 
Wh, fend « ur mg pr ror | 
"Aud ym fer Cs of alarge pretended 
Anſwer rofix: mer (en bim b 
Perſon, whony FD jorval know.z. Fſhall noemuch cans 
cern my ſelf he chercia gr this ti h Idoac on 
thar divers things therein [Frath 


contain 
which Iprofeſs,and therein Jam concerned; hubi'coodds 


chiefly. of things that. I have already {poketvitairdo that 
7 eee ently Bb 


.whar [ have © MTRTen, may (cr 
it would be ſuperfluous.to fuſer han 
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T BET T MOM Y 
Concerning : 
LODOWICK MUGGLETON 


wack ugghtor hath vaunted concerning mydepar 
turc out of the Body, becauſe of his pretended 
Sentence of Damnation given againſt me; I am moved 
to leave this Teſtimony, concerning him , behind me: 
viz. Thar he us a Son of Darkneſs, and a (-Wprher with the 
Prince of the Bonomleſs Pit; in which his Inheritance hall be 
crever, And the Judgment I paſſed on him,when with 
Extey "oa ſeal'd by the Spirit of the Lord, by which I 
then declar'd unto hum, Thar in the Name of that God, that 
fpannerh the Heaven with hut Sur, and meaſurrth the Waters 17 
the hollow of his Hand, I bind the herr on Barth, and thou art 
pound it Homwen ; 47d 12 the Chain under Dartne!s 7o tht j Lox 
ment of rhe great Day thou /halt br re/orned: and th y faxl and 
flrrngrh, thou buaſteft of, I defic and trample under For. 
And I do hereby further declare the {aid Lodowick tobe 
a falſe Prophet, 1n what he {aid to me at that time,who 
told me, That *”: henceforth [ ſhould be always in Hear of Mam 
nation, which /hould te a Srgn To et that [ was Aa mnurd; whach 
Fear I was never m {ince: ſo that his Sign given by hin- 
felt, did not follow his Prophelie ,which ſufticiemly de- 
clares him to be a falle Prophet. 


t IOR as much as | have been informed, That Lodb: 


Joſiah Coale. 
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What Joiiah Coale pate, a little trme berore he dd, 
zo Prienar that were about 70. 


V "Ell Friends, Be faithful to God, and 
le 


have a ſingle Eye to his glory, and- 

ek nothing for ſelf, or your own glory;and if 
any thing ariſe, judge it down by the Fowerof the 
Lord God; that ſo you may be clear in his Sight, 
and anſwer his Witneſs in all Feople; then will 
gr have the Reward of - FE. oy 4 

For my part, | have walked in Fathtulneſs w1 
Pe Fea cher Heard: 99 ha 
Majeſty 13 with me, and his Grown of Lite 1s 
upon me: So mind my Love toal] Friends. Ther 
he ceaſed  rahrng. 

After he ſpate 70 5g. C. faying, Dear Heart, 
keep low in the Holy Seedof God; that will be 
thy Crown. 

He faid after, Ammniſter of Chrilt mult walk 
as he walked. 


THE END 
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| Collected and Publiſhed, as it was de-*—B 
| fired by him the Day of his departure out te 
of this Life. 
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The Memorial of the Fuit i Bleſſed 5 the Righteous ſhall be had 


in Everlaſting Remembrance : But rhe Name of the Wicked 
ſhall Rot. © 


ws 


* 
— —— —————— DP <— —— —_—_— —_— 


7” — —_— 


Priated in the Year, 1671, El + 


W's 


EPISTLE 
TENSE” 
READER... 
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Joſiah Coale. 


TIT & did labour much inthe Power of the 
: Lord, and did ſtand in the Powet of the 
Lord agaialt the ſpirit of the World, and againſt 
all che Oppolcrs of che Truth to his dying day ; 
yea Within one Hout and a half of his death 
({ce his Teſtimony againſt the dark blaſphemous 
{piric of Muggleton, in the latter end of this Book) 
and beſides the ſeveral —_ of the Truth, 
of the leveral Seffs in New-England, Barbadves, 
Virginia, Mary-Land, and other Iſlands, and the 
ſeveral Cruel and Inhumane Sufferings, and Im- 
Y1ifonments by the chief Prieſts; -Profeffors;-and 
ulers) which would be to latge to __ 
| ang 
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To the Reader, = 
and would make a great Volumn, that he ſuffer- 
ed amongſt them: And alſo his fore Trayels 
among. the Heathen, in America, concerning the 
Truth, and preaching the Goſpel j and when the 
cruel murdering Prieſts and Profeſſors of New- 
England, which Murdeted, and Mattyr'd, and 
$poyled ſo matiy of the Goods of our Friends, 
and butned {ome of thent with their hot Irons, 


| and cut off the Ears of ſome of our Friends for- 


the Truch and Goſpel's ſake, Theſe New-England 
perſecutting Profeſlors {aid to ſore that they did 
perſeeute; Why did ior our Friends come thorow 
the Heathen by Land, from Virginia to New-Eng- 
land,thorow the Wilderneſs on foot 1 for they __ 
ed for Miracles : br Jo {vale and another, 
was that very Time paſling thorxow the Heathen, 
and the Wilderneſs, from Virginia to New-England : 
and the perſecuting Profeſſors of . New-England , 
then did not think that they were ſo neat them, 
that did pals thorow the Woods and Wilderneſſes, 
which immediately came among them : having 
pailed thorow the Woods, and wilde Wilderneſſes, 
and thotow the danger of the Meti-Eaters, and 
wilde Beaſts, and venomous Creatures, bat when 


they camethrough much Hunger, and Cold, and 


Weatineſs, through the Bogs and Waters into 


New- 


AL 
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New-England , they found worls entertainment 
among the New-England perſecuting Prieſts and 
Profelſcrs, then they had tound among the wilde 
and venomous Beaſts, and Men-eaters ,' yea, they 
were worls to them, and others of the Diſciples 
of Chriſt (as Ilaid) then the Heathen and-Men- 
eaters , who had paſſed thorow much Yanger of 
their lives, and ofc times were fa:n to cut down 
Cheſt-Nut-Trees, for the Nuts for Food , when 
they were hungry : Andneverthelels when theſe _ 
came immed atly upon the blind perſecuting 
Prefetlors'in New-Engl nd, thele Profeſſors were 
| Inas much Uabelief, as ever they were before-; 
a3 it may appear more at large in the Record of 
New-Englaud's Perſecutions; And allo this Joſiah 
Coale's Labour and Travels in FHofand, and in 
the Low (ountries, concerning the Goſpel of 
God, and his Truth ; where ever he came he did 
bear his Teſtimony againſt that ſpirit thare did 
oppoſe the Truth, and he did live to fee much of 
it over-thrown : And alſo when this Joſiah ( oale 
w.5 weak, the Power of the Lord was freſh in 
him, and a little betore he died, I ſpoke to him, 
that the Friends that were with him, might go 
farcth of the Room, for I had ſomething to ſay to 


® him, andwhen they were gone, Tasked him, if 


that 
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that he was clear, or whether any thing did lie 
on him to write to Friend in England, or any 
other Parts of - the, World beyond the Seas to 
Friends; and he faid, that he was clear of wri- 
ting tothem, and how thgg the Lord by*his 
Pqwer and, Majeſty , had carried him through 
Eng.iand,and other Nations, and ſo he had nothing 
ro write; but delired his love might be remem- 
bred to all the Friends, and faid, that one thing 
did lie upon him : He did underſtand that had a 
Book in anlwer to Muggleton, and that when he 
was gone, | Muggleton and his Company would 
boaſt againſt him; wherefore he deſired that I 
would put, a few worgs of his laſt 'Teltimony 
againſt Muggleton in my Book, and Ibade him 
to write them our, for I was to goto lee a Friend 
hard by, and would come to him preſently again, 
and at that time as he was fitting 1n his Chair b 
the fire, heſpoke them forth in the Power of the 
Lord God, as freſh as if he had ayled nothing, 
and a Friend took it in writing ; which Teſtimo- 
ny is inſerted in the latter Part of this Book (as 1s - 
before noted) After this was done , Joſiah (vale 
deſired me to pray, that he might have an eaſie - 
paſſage ; and when I came to him again, he was 
itting by the fire as before, in the Power of the 
| 4 | Lord, 
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Lord, and full of it; and after fceing him to be- 
-gin to be bacvy, I bade him co go and lic on the 
Bed, which he did, and with Friends help roſe 
uPaagain, and fate on the fide of the Bed, and 
Friends fate abougghim, and heal'd him, and [ 
went tohim,and heal'd him,and he was full of the 
Power of the Lord, and his Sced and Life, thar 
was over all; and {o in-that he departed away 
in the Arms of Friends, as he late on the fide of 
his Bed; and had a very caſte paſſage through 
the'Life in which he remaines, His Age when be 
died was 35. Years and two Moneths, and he 
was in the Service of the Lord, preaching his Gof- 
pel about twelve Years, @nd did convince many 
to the Lord's ruth, and- brought: many from 
the vain Rudimcars of che World rothe Goſpel. 
You may ſec {ome of his Epiſtles and Writings in 
this following Book, which he left in writing, be- 
ing carefully copied our, ' and placed together ; 
which is bur ſome of what he hath -wricten, and 
fpoken. 


Gorge Fox. 


The 
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A few Lines concerning Joſiah Coale, 
I S dear 7ofab gone? yes,he is gone 


He's gone from us, in the Eternal One : ® 
Where he from all his Labour is at Reft, 
T'th Boſom of the Father, who is forever Bleft. 
Ah Valiant Champion for God's Truth, ſo pure, _ 
Thy Name's as precious Oyntment, thy Memory ſhall dure 
In __ Hearts, frdm ctiem nothing can hide 
Thy Worth , thy Faithfulneſs ſhall tif abide, 
To their Refreſhment, though thy Body's laid 
I'th-Bowels of the Earth , yer as thou ſaid, 
God's Majeſty was with thee, and the Crown 
Of Immortal Life ic on thee , and that will renown 
Thy Name to Generations, yet unborn, | 
When they ſhall hear, ofab did adorn 
The Goſpel of our Lord by Doctrine that was ſound, 
Within his Native Land ; ye he was found 
In forraign Iſlands, ſpreading forth the Fame 
Of his beloved Lord : and that bis Name 
Might be advanced, _ no Travel long ; 
Let God'be Magnified, that was his Song : 
His Travels they were ſore, within, and cke without : 
His Recompence was large, yes, there's no doubt. 
Now he ſhines as a Star, of no ſmall magnitude, 

Who, by the Power of God, hath convinc'd a Multitude: 
Many are the Children, he hath gathered % - 
To the Knowledge of the Lord, and Chriſt their Head. 

He rightly did divide the Word of God ; 
Gave Milk to Babes ; but Fools are for the Rod : 
He ſweetly comforted the Meek : 
Ah he was ſtrength unto the Weak , 
But terrible he was to the Stout-hearted, 
Who verily was ſmote before = parted. 


»#® Afew Lints comerning Joſiah Coale.. 
The Workers of Iniquity by him 
Were trampled under foot ; the man of fin 
Was ſorely wounded by his powerful Hand , 
. The Hypocrites before him could not ſtand, 
But by the Power of God he did them ſlay : 
t now, alas, he's gone, be's gone away. 
And we whbo lov'd him, tiougb-our Loſsis great, 
Yet being fix'd ia God, weare compleat , 
There meet we with his Spirit, who. gather'd is 
Into the Manſion of Eternal Bliſs. 
Praiſed be God, and Magnified be He, 
Who never waxcth old, nor chang'd can be, 
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Dear Fr 1ends | 


> age OP 
TRUTH. 
Who are Svufferers at this day for their 
TESTIMONY coche TRUTH, 
| And for the 


_————__— — — 
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Caule of God - 


(in the Priſons of London, Hartford, &«<;) 
This us a Salutation of my Love and Life. 


Y dearly beloved Friends, who are oft brought 
M into my Remembrance, and preſented before me 
Life is, an 


by che Spirit of the Lord , with whom my 

1 unto whom the Love of my ſoul doth even 

flow forth and extend it (elf, in the Vertue of that Life 

which is Infinite and Eternal, and in the Spirit of Suppli- 

cation my ſoul is daily pour'd forth unto the Lord, c 
oo 


” 
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The Throne of his Majeſty, on your behalfs ; Beſeech- 
Ing-and. Defiring, That he will (& furniſh and arm you 
with che whole Armour of his, own Righteouſneſs, that 
ou may be entire wanting nething z and that you may 
enabled to ſtand, and hold out unto the End in this 
day ,of Battel and Tryal.z and that, as Yalignt Soldiers 
of che Lamb,you rzay:endure(gll Hardſhips) a ſecing him 
preſcat in the mid it of you, whois Inviſible ,, in the Faith 
of the Anſwer whercot I dearly ſalute you all. 

Anddeax Fricads, in this you may all be caboldned 
(and inzthis Conſideration your -Heads may be lifted up 
above All Suffcringsz;.cven inthe mid $8 qbem) _Fhac the 
Cauſe in which you are cngag > , and for which you ſuffer, 
isa Righteons Cauſe, of which we.have the Witneſs or 
Teſtimony in our own Conſciences z aud a more certain 
Witneſs cannot be : -and this Witneſs doth teſtifie, That 
our Cauſe is the Cauſe of God, who hath call'd us out of 
Darkneſs into his marvelous Light, and hath made choice 
of us, to bear Teſtimony to tn ſtand Wieneſles for) his 
* Name and Truth, in this Day of his Spiritual Appearance, 
and Manifcſtation, or Revelatio! of the Son of his Love g 
whoſe quickening Spirit we have recciv'd, by which we 
arc ſeperated from the Wotld ; and by which we have 
been (and ſtillare) conſtrai1'd to bear 'Teſtimony againſt 
all Oppreſſioa and Cruelty, and againſt all the Unrightee- 
© euſneſs of this ſinful World ; for which Cauſe theſe Suf- 
ferings come upon us; aud atter d us : Bar bleſſed be rhe 
Lord who hath call d us with ſo Honorable a Calling,'.and 
4ccounted us worthy to ſuffer for ſo Honourable a Cauſe, 
as, Our Teſtimony for þs Bleſſed Name and Truth : the Reward 
thereof (which is great) will be certain unto all who are 
tonnd Faithful unto the End. | 
Wherefore my dear Friends (towards whom my Bowels 


of 
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of Love evcnearti; and my Life and Soulreacherh; as þ 


> ty fect, who are ſebfible of Life) 1 ſay unto you all, ih 


the Name and Fear of "the Lord, Litt up your Heads, 
over, and above all Sfermes, both preſent and tocome; 
Ifay, in the Faith look over them all,” unco him who is 
invifible, who will out-laſt chem all z who alone hath 
Immortallity, and dwells in the Light ; whoſe Preſence 
is certainly with _ and amongſt yon, and will be {0 con- 
tinu'd as you walk ahd continue with him in his Evertaſt- 
ing Covenanr of ' Light, in which he dwells: : Where- 
fore let your Lite, Delight, and Habitation be in-him 
for, my Friends, you whoſe Hearts are I unto God, 
know right well, that the Lord hath nor been at any time 
wanting unto you in any Exerciſe, 'of what nature of 
kind ſoevyer, in time paſt 5 the confideration of which 
it a ſufficient Encouragement to every. one, ' to caſt thei 
Care upon him, and to reſign up chemſelves unto him, 
who takes Care for them. And if the Enemy be per- 
mirred ſo far to prevail, as to execute his Decrees made 
againſt us ; yet in this may we be all ſatisfied, that it - 
ſhall certainly work for good unto us in the End, and ſhall 
make for the furtherance of the Gloridus Goſpel of Peace, 
and for the Exaltation of the Worthy Name of the Lord, 
which we are call'd; wheretore in Contentedneſs with 
the Will of the Lord inall ſtates, let every one reſt, re- 
fign'd up unto him, and in the Gitt of his own Spirit wair 
- upon him to receive daily Retreil,ment trom his Preſence, 
that you may be Water'd, Refreſhed,and Conſolated from 
day today; that ſo you may grow in his Grace, and be 
kept freſh and living in his precious Truth, to ſhine forth 
in the beauty thercof, And let it be your great Care 
above all things, to kcep in the Enjoyment and Feeling 
of the Peace and Love of _ in your own Hcarts, = in 
2 that 
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that you will have Contentin all Conditions ;, and live in 
Love and in Peace one with another, and have perfect 
Charity amongſt your ſelves: and whatſoever tends to 
the contrary, let it be condemned by the Light-4in 
| the riſe of it. And bear with ( and for )” one another, 
and watch over one another in Love, and therein exhort 
one another ; and build up one another in the moſt preci- 
ous Paith, which gives you Victory over the World, and 
over all-the Perſecuting Powers of Darkneſs , and be a 
Strengeh, -and a Refreſhing, and a Comfort one unto ana- 
ther in your Perſecuted Suffering State and Conditioa. 
And God Almighty keep you. all, and refreſh your 
hearts daily with his Love, and renew your ſtrength with 
the vertue of his Life, that none may be weary, nor faint 
in your Minds ;, but that all may endure with Patience, and 
Valour, and Boldaeſs, and Courage, in the Lamb's Spi- 
rit unto the End, that inthe End you may be Crown'd 
with the Crowa of Immortal Lite and Glory, which ne- 
ver fades away, which is the Daily-Prayer of him who 
dearly and entirely loves you all, whoare of an Upright 
Heart; by which Love Twas conftrain'd to ſalute you all 
4 this. time with theſe tew Lines, and fo reft ia it. 


near Briftel, this 2oth of Friend and Brother , 


the 1} Moneth, 1665, 


From my outward oth of Yorr Dear and truly Loving 


Joſiah Coale. 


Saluraion of Love 


From ' the. 


J pirit of Life, 


| Unto-all Friends of + + 


TRUTH: 


Who are in Exilement,or Sen:enc'd :0 Exilement, 
for the Exerciſe of their Pure Conſciences 


in the Service and Worſhip of God. 
M: beloved Friends, Brethren, and Siſters, who 


are, expos'd to. Exilement,. from the Land of 

our Nativity, for the ſake of your Teſtimony 

wo the bleſled Truth 0 God; and who | aus been, and 
are content . to ſuffer the loſs of- all that were dear unto: 
you in this-preſent. World, for the ſake of the: Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and rather then to betray that bleſſed Teſtimo- 
ny, which God had committed unto you to bear tor his. 
Name ; and who have ſalkciently maniteſted your fidelity: 
; NLO) 
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unco the Lord and his bleſſed Truth, even in the view of 
the, whole World (asa Witneſs againſt cheir Falſe, An- 
tichriſtian, and IdoJatrous Worſhips (which God by his 
Power) will certainly throw down, and bring to nought) 
and who have bore Teſtimony in Faithfulneſs (in and by 
your Submiſſiveneſs to an Exil'd Eſtate) againſt that An- 
eichriſtian ſpirit'of Perfecution, ” which;Raigns/ aud Rules 
in the Heartsof all the Apoſtate Falſe Chriſtians, "whoſe 
Worſhip ſtandecth in Subje&ion to the Precepts and 
Commandments of Men, and in Bowing to Stocks 
and Stones, and to the Works . of Men's Hands, and 
in other Outward Perſormauces', without the Inward 
Leadings of the Spirit of- the Lord ; and in this An- 
tichriſtian-ſpirit (by which they have been exerciſed (in 
the aforeſaid Idolatrous Abominations) they have been 
Killing, Deſtroying, and Devouring one another about 
thoſe things which are their own Inventions, fet-up.in 
their own- Wills, which they would- have all re* con- 
form to : and have long impoſed it one upon another 
by Penal Laws, and thereby have enforced many (who 
fear'd Man more thien God) to conform, contraty to 
what they were perſwadedin their own Conſciences) to 
worthi he Image ſet up by them, yet a Remnanrthere 
was alwaycs, whom God preſerved, and 'rais dup by his 
Power, to ftand faithful Wirncfles agairiſt their Idolatroys 
Worlhips and Traditions, whoſe Blood this Antichriſtian- 
(pirit in the Beaſt and falſe Prophet,thac carries the Whore, 
hath always drunk ; and many .Paithful Martyrs of Jeſus, 
In times paſt,” ve ſcal'd their Tcftimony againſt this fatfe 
Churchof Apoſtace Chriſtians (in which this Antichsiſtian 
ſpirit rules) even with their very Lives, though: they did 
not ſee nor underſtand the thinys that arc now ſcen and un- 
derfood by many; yet (bleſſed be the Lord) they were 
_ by 
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by his Power and Spirit furniſhed, and fuftained, and 6: 
flled-with Love to God 'and{his Qauſe; and with Zeal a-: 
cainft theifalſe Cburchs and ber Anatichriftian-Impoſitions: 
and\Idolatzies; that they: loved northeir Lives untodeath;; 
but Laid Pr _—_ _ CI a Bow 
mony.againſtthem 5. and fo, .through Paich have obcain- 
cd a Good Report. amongſt Us, who are now following.che 
Lanib-in ,the fawmc Faoot-ſeps.of : che Flock. % V 

And ſo, my Beloved Friends, Secing that now, inful+: 
neſs of time, God hath rais'd us up-by Fas Power, accor- 
dings his Purpoſe, and Determination, and Fore-know- 
ledge, 19: be faithtal Witneſſes for his Name and Truth, 

tothe Power of. his Appearance in our Hearts, and. 
to:-bear Teftiraony againlt che aforeſaid Snperſtitions, and 
and Idolatrous Impoſitions, which are praQtis'd at*his. 
day amongſt them that know not the only true and living 
God, nor Jefus Chriſt, whom he hath ſent a Light into the 
World: :Ifay, my: Frieads, Theſe things arc {ufficientto 
| our. Hearts unto the Lord, follow him unto the end, 
1all Trials and Exerciſes, of what nature or kind 
ſoever, 'that for the future may come upon us, for our Te- 
ſtimonies ſake: For, my Friends, We know right well, 
that God -hath not been wanting -unto usin any Tryal cx 
Stare whatfoeycer (if we have not been wanting in @ x 
Obcdicnce unto bim) bur hath been alwayes preſent with 
us, and hath oft caus'd his Love roabound unto us, and in 
its, being ſhed abroad in our hearts by his good Spirit ; £5 
that for joy of. Heart we could even fing Prailes to the 
Name of the Lordin the midſt of our Suffgrings and AE 
fictions , ſo-that we; have no Cauſe to be diſcourag'd at 
the Suffcrings which attend us, nor at the Threats and. .-. , + 
Frowns of Wicked Men, who hate and perſecurte us with-. 155 
eut a juſt Cauſcz but we have rather gieat Cauſe ofeneou##* 
| | ragemeny” - 
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-- ragement to perſevere and go on, bearing -forth our Tefti- 
mony for the Lord through all Sufferings, it it be Death it 
ſelf, knowing the Reward'thereofto be fo exceeding grea 

and:having this Confidence in our ſelves, That none of theſ 
things ſhall be able to move us, nor to ſeperate we from the Love 
of God which we have in Chriit Feſus >- Nay, butTtather ſhall 
confirm us ; for as the Apoſtle ſaid, 1t « au evident Token 
fo us of Salvation, but to our Adverſaries of Perdition, and that 
of. God. zJE 
And fo, my Bcloved Friends, You who are already 
Exil'd, and ſent into forreign Parts of the World,for your 
Teſtimony's ſake, I doubt not but youu experimentally 
know, in an eſpecial manner, the Largeneſs of the Ex- 
tent of God's Love unto his People in a Suffering Condition, 
youhtaving been in meaſure exercis'd therein, beyond ma- 
ny others z though I doubt not (but have the Teſtimony 
of God's Holy Spirit) that many are as freely given upin 
the ſame Faith, for the ſame Teftimony, ro partake with' 
you outwardly of the ſame Sufferings, as they dd inward- 
ly ſympathize with you therein, it the Lord ſee it meer 
for the Honcur oft his Name, ſo to ſuffer them to'becxer. 
ciſed ; Yet nevertheleſs, All who have been,and are faith- 
fmnl to God in their Places, have, anddo enjoy ſo much of 
the Peace and Preſence of God, as is fully ſatisfa@ory 
unto them ; ſo that in the Unity of the Spirit of Life, which 
fr>m God we havereceiv'd, and by which we are {epera- 
ted from the World, and its Wayes and Works of Dark+ 
neſs, and by which were rais'd up to be faithtul and true 
Witneſſes for God, and againſt the Traditions of men, by 
which they have made void God s Commandments; I ſay, 
in this Sp rit we do ſympathize and partake with you,both 
in Suffering and in Rejoycing, and have arcal Sence upon 
our hearts and ſpirits of your Eſtatc ; and we arc opp: 
windſt 
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mindful of you, but do heartily pray, That Grace, Health, 
Mercy, and Peace, together with all Spiritual Bleſhngs in 
Chriſt our Lord, may be continually multiplied and en- 
creaſed amongſt you, that the Aboundings thereof you 
may know unto your great. Conſolation gy that ſo, being 
thereby watered and refreſhed, you may grow in the Grace 
of God, and in the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus,and may 
feel his Life to encreaſe in you, and ſoto ſtrengthen you, 
that you thereby may be able to teach others allo, and to 
inſtruc them in the Way of Life and Salvation, -that fo 
your Sufferings and Exilement may make for the Furthe- 
rance of the Goſpel ot God, and tor the (preading of his 
Blcfſed Glorious Truth through the Nations, and for the 
gathering into it them who are yet afar off from God, and 
Strangers unto him; that ſo the Witneſs of God in all 
Conſciences being anſwer'd by you, both in Life,Conver. 
ſation, and Doctrine you may be a good ſavour unto God, 
both in them that believe, andalſo in them that periſh, 
that the Juſtification of Lite in che Spirit of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt you may all feel and witneſs, and that will be your 
alone Satisfaction in all Conditions, and therein my Love 
doth dearly ſalute you all. 

And in this, my Dear Friends, pray one for another, 
and walk together in Love, and be of one Mind and Pra- 
Qicc inall things that appertain to the Worſhip of God, 
and to your Teſtimony for Him, and againſt the World and 
ies Wayes and Worſhips ; and live in Peace one with an- 
other ; and build up one another in your moſt precious 
Faith';, and watch over one another in the Spirit of Love 
and Mceknefs z and -let there be no Straightneſs nor 
Strangeneſs one towards another; but be Open-hearted 
and Tender one to another : And if any thing appear 
amongſt any of you, which tends to the Hurt of any _— 
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ticular,or to the Truth in general,in the Spirit of Meckneſs 
| Jetiitbe ſpoken to them, and in the ſame Spiritlet it be re- 
cciv'd; and that will keep down all that may ariſe co make 
any Diſſention, to cauſe any ftraitneſs or ſtrangeneſs 
amongſt you, and ſo you will be kept in theunity of the 
Truch, which will be a good favour amongſt all people, 
and in that the Lord will take Delight rodwell amongſt 
you, and todo you good ; and in that God Almighty - 
with you, and ble(s you, and water you with the Dew 
of Heaven, and cauſe the Showers of his Love to deſcend 
upon you, that you may be refreſhed and kept alive in the 
Truth, therein to live according to God in the Spirit, 
and not; according to men in the Fleſh, but in that b 
which you are judged according to men, and by which 
you are crucified unto the World ; and therein your Joy, 
Peace, and Comfort will be Everlaſting. 

And ſo dear Friends, Let nothing enter that would de- 
prive you of your Pcace and Comtort, leſt you lofe the 
Reward of your Suffcrings.s but keep in Lowlineſs, and 
Watchfulneſs, a:d in true Humility of mind and ſpirit; for 
therein is Safety : Andits the Humble that God teacherh 
and ſupporterh': And without his aſliſting Spirit ot Grace 
we can do nothing that will add ro our Comfort or Con- 
folation; and therefore, whateverour ſtate be, we have 
daily necd of an Afiſtance from him, and of the renew- 
ing of ourſtrength by him, by whom alone we are able to 
do- all things, and in him nothing is too hard {or us , for 
its through him (that we are morc then Conquerors, and 
by Faith in him) we ſtand, and that gives Victory over the 
World: Aiid in that, my Dcar Friends, all live and walk, 
andzthereby you will have free acceſs to God, and will 
meet with us at the Throne of Grace, and Occan-ot Liſe; 


and there the Miniſter of the Sanctuary is ſcen alwayes 
near 


Au Epiſtle to Briends Exil d. 
near at hand, adminiſtring unto every one according to 
their necefſity, who will give Ability and Strength ſuffi- 
cient to endure all things, and to anſwer his Requirings 
in all things; and will alſo keep down(and ded whic 
would ariic to exalt the mind n Fun mealure in the time of 
enjoyment of the Reward that is receiv'd through Suffe- 
rings; and hereby you will be preſerv'd out »f all-the 
Snares of the Enemy: Andin this my Love is dear to you 
all, and to the- whole Flock. of God in all Parts ot the 
World, and to this Spirit of Grace I da commit you all, 
and reſign you up to be govern'd and protected therebyzfor, 
by it I was at this time moved to write theſe Lines ts 
you, in which I doubr not but it will be received, by all 
whoſe hearts are ſincere towards God : And in that God 
Almighty be with your ſpirits, Ames. 


FS: 
4. 


Londen, this 28th of ) I am jour Dearly Loving Brother , 
the 11th Moneth, in the Patient Long-Suffering 
166J3- Spiricef the Lamb. 


Joſiah Coale, 


Let thes be read amone it Friends who are Ezil'd, oy ſentenced for 
 Exilement, when they are met together in the Fear of the Lord, 
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An Epiſtle to 


FRIENDS 
In Holland. 


Y Dearly Beloved Friends, I ofttimes remember 

M you make mention of you inmyPrayers t2 the 
; | Lord, fince Ioutwatdly ſaw yourFaces, and my 
Love in the Lord is unfeigned to you, in which I have, for 
yourGond travel'd amongſt yon,and in which at this time I 
dearly (alate you, as thole whom God Almighty hath rea- 


ched unto and viſited, that you might have Acquaintance 
with him, and that you might be made Partakers of his 
Endleſs Love in his Son Chriſt Jeſus, and therewith might 
love one another, as he hath loved you, who-hath forgi- 
ven you your Treſpaſſces, that you might take Example 
thereby to Forgive one another ; that ſo you may have'the 
Mindof his Spirit of Love, and be like him in rhis preſent 
evil World, and that you might bear his Image amongſt 
the Children of Men, and ſtand as Witneſſes tor him,and 
appear on his bchalf in that Lite, through which you will 
anſwer the Witneſs of God in the Hearts of all People , 
that ſo you bring Honour, and Glory, and Praiſe to the 
Name of the Lord, who hath viſited you , To whom all 
Glory belongs forever, Amen. 

My Beloved Friends, Prize theMercies of the _—_ 
which 


An Epiſtle to Friends in Holland. 45 
which he hath Viſited you ; and walk worthy of his Love, 
which hath been additionally manifeſted rhrough the ma- 
ny tender Vifitations which he hath ſent nnro you by his 
Servants, whom he hath moved trom time to time to come 
amongſt you with the Meſlage of Lite, as Diſpencers of 
his Word of Reconciliation, for your Conſolation and 
Comfort: And every one in your own particulars, tcel the 
Meaſure of the Meek Spirit ot the Lamb, that your minds 
may be daily exercis'd thereby, in the Croſs to all chat is 
contrary to the Nature thereof, that ſo your Hearts and 
Souls may be ſeaſon'd therewith, and the contrary kept 
down and bow'd under it: And asall are exerciſed with 
this Spirit of the Lamb, you will more and more grow in- 
to its nature, through the refreſhing Vertue which there- 
in and thereby you will daily receive; and this is alone 
that which preſents all a Good Savour unto God, aid in 
this (you know) we have labourd among | you; and 
therciu you will feel my Love and Lite, which is in that 
which is not of this World , and thercin the Fellowſhip 
of rhe Children of Light ſtands, which is a Myſtery to the 
Weird; andin that, Love, Unity, Peace, Meekneſs and Gen- 
teneſs will encreaſe amongſt you, which are excellent Yer- 
t,6s, and amiable to behold , and that which is Paſſionate, 
or Hafty and Unſavo' ry ſhall not have a place amongſt 
you ; but you will all be Examples ot zocd one unto ano- 
ther : Andalſo, Your Lyfe, and Holy Chaſte Converſa- 
tion will preach unto the World, by which they that: re 
without ſhall be coxwinc'd, and made to conleſs, That Cod 
75s in you, and in this you will be a Good Savonr unto God 
and he will takeDclight to manitcit his Prefence and Ble\- 
ſings amongſt you, and ro multiply his Mercies unto 
you; and will water you Caily with the Dew 07 Heaven, 
through which you will be kept to the Freihneſs of rhe 


Liſe 


46 An Epiſile to Friends in Holland, 
Life of the Bleſſed Unchangeable Truth, for the Lord 
waits to be Gratious unto all them that wait upon him for 
the Teachings of his Spirit of Grace, and are taught there- 
by z and ſuch he enricheth with the Riches of his Grace, 
through which they live unto him, and in thatallarea 
ſtrens th one unto anvther,and aRetreſhment and Comfort 
to each other : And ſo, my dear Friends, In that God 
Almighty keep you, aud be with you, and water you daj. 
ly with the Dew ot Heaven, that you may grow thereby, 
and dwell allfinWatchfulneſs,in the Light,and keep jn 4 
weighty Truth, the truc Foundation, that the Underſtand. 
ings of all may be keqt clear and open,that none may be 
beguil'd of their Peace nor Crown of Lite ; And all watch 
over one another in Love, and bear ye one anothers Byr- 
dens, and ſo fulfil the Law of God, andin that you are 
a ſtrength one to another, and fo in this tcel the Salutatj- 
on of my Love, which is to you beyond declaring, * And 
tothe Keeping and Protection of the Arm of the Lord 1] 
do commit you, Amen, 
So, inthe Peace and Life which hath no end, I remain, * 


London the 2d Day of the Your Faithful and Trae 
7th Moneth,. 1667. Brother, 


Johah Coale. 


Let thu be ſent amone#t the Friends in Holland, 


Toalll -oplthi in 


JAMAICA 


MESSAGE 


Eternal Lite 


ney  .. 
f" 1s fear; andamonglt whom i he Goſpel 15 
now pre.:cked. 


and Glad-tidings is preached amongſt you, and the 

Word of Reconciliation reacheth forth towards 
you, every one with Meckneſs receive it; foritis able ro 
ſave your Souls, and to build you up, and. give you an 
Inheritance amongſt the ſanctified Ones : For now is the 
Meſſage of the Lord to be declard unto you, and 
amongſt you, by True and Faithful Meſſengers, whom 
he hath {ent forth in his Name, and endew'd with Power 
for that Scrvicez and hath made them willing, for your 


ſakes, to give up their Lives, that the Way of = 
might 


FE RIENDS, Now the Everlaſting Goſpel of Peace: 
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An Epiſtle to Friends in Jamaica. 
might be made known unto you, - and you might come to 
walk therein : And their Meſſage you are all to receive, 
as you prize the Salvation of your Souls; for they are 
Meſſengers of the New Covenant, into which the Lord 
(in this Day of his Glorious Appearance) is gathering 
his Pcople, that they: might be all taught. of him, and 
come to the Knowledge of him, from the Leaſt to the 
Greateſt, 

And Friends, This Covenant, of which I ſpeak, 
which they are Meflengers of, is Lightz and this Lighc 
lighreth every man that cometh into the World, which, 
it yougive iced unto, in your own Conſcicnces, you will 
find it reproving for the Deeds of Darkneſs, and con- 
demning fin in the Fleſh; and will lead all, who are 


| guided by it, -out of ſin; and will lead in the Way of 


Righteouſneſs, and in the Path of Peace, and Way 
of True Holineſs, which is a Way that the World 
knows n0t, who live in Iniquity, W herctore now all 


People, The Day of your Vifitation being upon you, 


and the Lord ſtriving with you by his Good Spirit in 
your Hearts, and being alſo calling unto you by the 
Mouthes of his Meflengers, to Returns; Now cvery one 
encline your Ears, and hear what the Spirit ſaith in your 
inward Parts; and prize the Day of the Viſitation of 


* the Lord's Love, who, after the long time that you 


have paſſed away in Rebcllion and Diſobedience againſt 
his Good Spirit, ſhould now be pleaſed to accept of you, 
and to paſs by your Tranſgreſiions paſt, and the Sins of 
your Youth ; therefore I ſay, Let the Rich Love of the 
Lord, which is now maniteſted, conſtrain you to Fear 
before bim, and to learn Obedience unto bis Faithful 
Witneſs, which he hath placed in your Hearts : For 
Friends, 


Friends, it conccrns,your Eternal Peace and now. js. 
the Day wherein you-may come to.the knowledge there: 
of, bctore they = hid from your Eyes : For, «xv 
Fricads, It you, be.not atteative untp+that which wall. 
give unto.you/the, knowledge of thoſe things, the time. . 
withcame; that they will be hid from your Eycs ; and: 
then. ſhall you cry out, ſaying, How have-we hated Iht-. 
[iruction, and deſpiſed. the Day of Healing. | 
And ſo, Now the Day is, wherein you may come 
to know and witneſs your Reconciliation made. with, 
the Lord by his Word of Power, which is nigh you, even 
in your Hearts ai.d in your Mouthes , which Word. re- 
conciles to God all who hcar and obey it, and itwill 
alſo purge you from all Iniquity, if you ſubmit to the 
Working and Operation of ir. | 
And this I teſtific, Thar no other Way can you 
come to know a being ſancified and reconcil'd to the 
Lord, but by the Word of his Power, and through your 
Obedience thereunto : And this Teftimony I fend 
amongſt you, to the end that you might believe Fg 


Light of the Son of God, wherewith you are cnlight- 
tened : And this Teſtimony will be turther confirm- 
ed unto you by the Mouthes of theſe whom the Lord 
hath now ſent amongſt you, and their Teſtimony is 
true, of which I am a Witneſs ; for we have been 
all Baptized by one Spirit into one Body, even the Glo- 
rious Body ot him who is the Head : And ſo we are 
all Eyc-Witncſles of his Majeſty, and of his Glory , 
and can give in our Teſtimony rogether, That by the 
Mouthes of ſeveral 'Witneſſes (even fo many as the 
Lord ſhall call) the TRU T H may be confirm- 
ed to you 4 that fo you may no longer follow then 
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rb Pg her,” ot Lo there ; For, behold the Kine« 
dom ' of "Heaven is within you,” and comes not with 
Obſervations ; and all that enter intoir muſt become as 
little Childrenz for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God;which 
is, now come with Puwer, and is nigh unto yout” And 
Bleſſed and Happy are all they that come to know an En. 
crance adminiſtred into it ;- for they are Heirs of that 
Inheritance which ſhall never fade away. ge: 


18th of the 7th Moneth ' the Lord is Vineyard, called, 


Written in Berbadoes this ) From one, who is a Labourer in 
166T. 


Fohah Coale. 
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The Firſt Epiſtle. 
D EAR FRIENDS, My Love, which isfin- 


. cere and fervent in the Lord's Truth (which is 
. as precious as ever in this Day of Tryal) is 
freely and. fervently extended to you : For, oft are 
you in T Remembrance, in much tenderneſs ; and tru- 
y do I Reſpe& you as .ſuch whom the Lord'hath ac- 
. counted worthy to bear his Name, and: which he hath 
, made choice of to be a Peculiar People to himſelf, and 
to be Witneſſes for him in the mid'ft of 2 Crooked 
and Perverſe Generation, | 
And let your Holy Life and Chafte *Converfation 
be ſuch, as may och Rightcouſneſs unto all," that if 
they ſpeak Evil of . you, as of Evil-Doers, you, may 
have cauſe to Rejoyce, having the Peace of Godin your 
Hearts, | —_ 
And Friends, I am not unmindful of you, neither 
G 2 are 


7s WThe Fir# Epifile to Friends in New-England, 
are you forgotten by me : For, oft 1'am even amongſt you 
in the Spirit of Love and Life, jn-which my Defires and 
Prayers to God arc, and oft have+been for you, that you 
may grow, and encreaſe, and proſper, and flouriſh in the 
r&ci 135 living. glorioas Trith of God, of which you. are 
de Partakers,andinto whickyou ar@ather'd, through 
e working'of his Divine Power, har ſo th©Heavenly 
—_ may be borne by you all; that by your Good Ex- 
emple in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs many may be made 
to-confeſs unto the Truth, and-be convinced of itz and 
that to-the Brightneſs of your rifang in it, many may be 
gather'd ;, that ſo the Borders of the SanQuary of the 
Moſt High may be cnlarg'd unto the ends of the Earth. 
For Friends, You know full well, that in the Power 
Y of God, yea, the Power of an Endleſs Life, We, 
(whom, the Lord ſent unto. you) labonr'd amongſt you 
for the Exaltation of his Kingdom, and for the publiſh- 
ing and- ſpreading of his Everlaſting Truth ; arid fagthe 
ſake' of this, our Lives nor Libertics were not deat unto 
usz Wherefore be ye every one like-minded with us in 
the ſame thing: And in your places where the Lord hath 
ſer you, therein adorn the Truth, ſo will you be a good 
ſavourunto God, and he will take Pleaſure and Delight in 
you,and willdo you good by Py his Mercies and 
Bleſſings in your Hearts ; and ſo yon will witneſs a growth 
andencreaſc in the Encreaſes of God. 

And (o all Friends, Wait upon the Lord in the Gift.of 
his Spirit, that you may fecl him to adminifter unco you 
of his Heavenly Riches and Conſolation, that no-one may 
have cauſc to complain of Poverty or Wearineſs ; but 
. every one know him in you, in whom the Fulneſs dwells, 
that you may by him be upheld in a]l times of Tryal, _ 

c 


rhe Firft pile to Friends in New-England. 58 
be adminiftred unto in all times of want,-- that ſo 

may be carried on with Chearfulneſs to run the | 
of his Commandments. , And God Almighty Trent you 
by his own Power, that.therein you may be firmly joyn'd 
5ad)uniced & ethþr, Family-of Love, ;and a R 
Bbdy » Indalſpirity; tjuſe framed ang compated, 

chere*rfiay be no Rent nor” Diviſion ;© but a you 
may be one in him, who is the Head : and in this Ican 
promiſe you the Bleſſings of God, and that by his Spirit, 


And 6 J a an ther in Loves, and let the Strong 
help ch fo doin po will-preſerve Peace.” 
And the Sees F; he TT be with you, and re# upon you for- 
ever, Amen. 


London the 11 Mo- This is 4 Salutation of Pure, Perfett, 
neth of the Year, 
1667. 


amd Never-d 11ng Love, from your 
Dear and Truely Leving Brother, 


Joſiah Coale. 
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The Second Epiſtle. 


thren, and Sifters, wkom my Heavenly Father 
hath viſited with the Day-ſpring from on High, 
which he hath cauſed ro dawn unto you ; and by his 
Out-ſtretched Arm of Power, hath gather'd you out of 
the Egyptian Darkneſs into the marvellous Light of the Son 
of his Love, that therein yoy may come to have an In- 
heritauce amenegſt them that are ſancificd, and become 
Heirs of Ecerngl and Everlaſting Salvation in and through 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Firſt-born from the Dead, who is now 
brought forth into the World, and reveal'din us, whom 
all the Angels muſt worſhip. 
I ſay,my dearFriends,Secing the Lord hath thus viſited 
| you with his Love, and thus reached unto you, ſee that 
you walk worthy of his Love: And every one-in your 
Gs Callings, wherewith you are called of God) there- 
in abide with him, and feel the Gift of his good Spirit of 
| Grace, 


D EAR and Everlaſtingly Beloved Friends, Bre- 
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Grice, which from him-you have receiv'd, at all:times to. 
exerciſe your mindsz-that ſo, our of all the Snares and 
Temprationsof the Wicked One you may thereby be led, 
kept, and preſerved, that the. Enemy may not prevail 
to hurt you, ortodeprive you of your precious Treaſure, 
or to make 2 Spoile of you, or in the leaſt to diminiſh that 
Precious ' Life which God- hath raiſed and manitcſted 
in yon, and: given you a feeling of: Bur all, and every 
onc, Wait that'you may grow therein, and becomedaily. ” 
more and more a Her | avour unto God, that you may 
know him to take delight in you; ' and' to dwell amongſt 
you, and in the midſt of you, and roadminiſter unto you: 
according to your Neceflities, -that there may be no.want 
unto” you in the: Day of Ttyal -; but 'that you nay be 
__ furniſhed anto every good. Word and Work ; 
thatin all Tryals and Temptations whatſoever, that may 
come, upon you, you may feel your Strengrh, Hopeand 
Confidence to remain, that ſo you-may be ſupported and . 
carried through with Cheartulneſs unto the End; forits 


p ſuch only that ſhall be ſaved. 
\ And above all things, my Friends and Brethren, 
; have perfe& Charity amongſt your ſelves; and let the 
- Love of God dwell in your Hearts, and. rule there, and 
1 in thar watch over one another ; and in the Spirit of 
/ Love and Meckneſs exhore and beſeech one another, as 
1 the Lord moves; andlet no one-go beyond the Word of 
the Lord, nor yet without it, for that will burden the 
d Sced in others z but watch in the Light for the Movings of 
t che Lite itſelf, and as that is felt ro ſtir or move in'you, 
T or any of you, wait to know the Mi::d and Intent ot the 
._ Spirit's Motion, whether ir be for your1elves to treaſure 
of up, or whether it be togive forth unto others ; and this 


e, Diſcerning and Underſtanding you will all come to know 
an | 
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and reccive as you wait in - Stilne(s,, out of -che/l £ OnLng. | 
Part, for, if the Reaſoning Parr-enter,, thac will darken 


the Underſtanding, - and then you:will not know, what co 


choſe, and what: to: refuſe, nor what: todo,, or what to. : 


leave undone: Therefore dwell in the Simplicity, 6 
ſingle SubjeRion unto God's Holy. Spirit of Life, t 
Meck Lamb's Spirit, and. there is the Gate of true Wiſ- 


dom, and. the Door of. Underſtanding , aad. in;that you 
wilt edifie-one another, in Love, and the Bond of Peace 
will be known amoagſt you:. And for this End have we 
travell'd and labour:d amongſt you, whom the Lordſcar... 


forch in his. own Name and Power, for the turning of 

ou . from the darkneſs. of Ignorance unt» the Light and 
Knowlcdge..ot Gog's, Evealaltine Power, and: for. the 
building of you up in your moſt pretious holy Faith, that 
therein, and thereby: you might come to | have. victory 
over all that's contrary, And to this day I am oft travelling 
in Spirit amongſt you; andin my Prayers to God, Idaily 


= __ 


make mentio: of you;and my ſpirit breathes unto God,and 
is pour'd forth unto him tor your preſcryation, growth, and 


proſperity in the pretious living Truth,and that you may be 
crown'd with/idfory, Lefe,and Dominion over all which would 
hinder you fron running this good Race, that is {er before you; 
chat ſo none amongſt you,who have taſted of the Love of God, 
and have known the Way of Life,may tall ſhort of che Mark,or 
of the Inheritance incorruptible, which fades not away, So the 
Lord God Almighty be with you,and keep you,and place his Fear in 
your Hearts yet more an4 more, that you may no more depart from 
him or from the feeling of his Life and Preſence ,, but that yog may 
always live in hir:,who is God bleſſed forever, and may be found of 

him in everlaſting Peace > Amen, #2 
Loudon,21 17 My Thu fromitour dear Brother, whotruly loves 
nec, 1665. p 164, and the whole Flock of Godin all Placer, 
JOSIAH COALE. To 


oy 
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_.  Tothe 


Flock of God. 


Gather'd out of the World in the Province of 


MARYLAND: 
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Y Dearly Beloved Friends, with whom, and 
amongſt whom I have travelld in times paſt, 
for the Redemption of the Suffering Seed, which 
lay groaning in Bondage, and was held in Captivity - 
under the Chains of Death and Darkneſs in you; and 
for the bringing forth of that Birth which is Heir of all 
things, and mult Rule all Nations with a Rod of Iron, and 
unto whom we (who have been Labourers amongſt you) 
have reached with the Word of Immortal Life, and with 
the Power of the Almighty, to the raifing of Life, and 
© bringing Immortality to Light in you, by which you 
were then quicken'd unto Lite, who were fometimes dead 
in Sin and Treſpaſles : And you know right well, that 
by this Word 0 God, and Powcrotan Endleſs Life? you 
were more ad more enlighten'd, as you catne into Obedi- 
ence thereunto z, and your Underſtandings were open'd, 
by which you came to ſee how you had bcea in times paſt 
H capti- 
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captivated with Sin and my, and had been led away 
with the Error of. the Wicked, into Envy, Strite, and 
Malicionſncfs; and indeed, into every Evil Work , and 
then truce Judgment and Condemnation took hold, on that 
part in you, by which you had been led: into thoſe things g 
and the Way of. Truth, Peace, Love, Sandtification, 
and Salvation, open'd unto you, by the Light and Spiric 
of the Lord, by which your Qaderſtandings were quick- 
ned: And che Inviſible Eye was open'd in you, by which 
you came £0 ſce your Teachcr , andas youenclin'd your 
Ear unto this Teacher, and walked in this Light of God's 
Salvation; O then, how was the Appearance of Evil 
eſchewed by you « And how contrary to your Defares it 
was to ſee or hear of Strife, and Debate, and Contention 
amongſt Brethren: And how Love, Peace, and Good- 
will did then abound one towards another, and towards all 
men, deſiring that all might come to know and he made 
Partakers with you of the ſame plentious Redemption ? 
And how glorioufly and plentitully the Lord did then ap- 
17 amongſt you ? And how freely he did then ſhed abroad 
is Love in your Hearts, and iſfſuc forth of the Vertuc of 
his Life unto you, by which your Hearts were cnlarged, 
and your ſouls refreſhed and comforted ; ſo that you did 
run well (without Wearineſs or Fainting) Who hath 
hindred you, or any of you, that you ſhould not conti- 
nuce.ia this Race, in which Peace, Love, and Good-will 
did abound one unto another - And what is the cauſe 
of the Strife, and Diviſions, and Contentions, "that of 
late hath been amongſt you ? Hath not the Evil One 
ſtepped in, and drawn you into Reaſonings and Conſul- 
tations about Differences which hath been occaſion'd by 
Diſſenting-ſpirits, and thereby vail'd the LUnderſtandings 
of ſome of you, and {0 brought Night upon them; and 
in 
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in the Night ſcaſon ſown the ſeed of Sedition amongſt 


them. 

Well, My Heart is griev'd within me for your ſakes; 
and I am ott-times affliccd in ſpirit becauſe of theſe things 
which have pos ne amongſt you : for indeed, fome 


there be, that have made the Hearts of others ſad, whom 
God never made ſad, becauſe ot their unſfoundneſs, and 
unftedfaftneſs in the Truch, which in much ſimplicity, 
fear, and reverence was made known unto you by us, who 
labour'd amongit you in the Word and Dodrine. 
And truly Friends, I cannot but Lament the loſt eſtate 
of (ome amongſt you, which I am tully ſenfible is great 
and {ad : Oh that ever it ſhould be ſaid of ſuch a People 
(for whom the Lord had done ſuch great things, and unto 
whom he had ſo plentifully maniteſted himſelt and appear- 
ed) rhat they ſhould not retain their firſt Love, and Inte- 
grity, and Fervency, aud Zeal to rhe Lord, and one to- 
wards another! Its indeed ſad to conſider +: For have not I 
ſeen the Lzlly bluſlom amongft you, and the 71ne flouriſh, 
and the tender Grapes appear * yes verily. And this'I 
further teſtifie, That while you kept your firi# Simplicity, and 
your” firit Faith and Love, you were Beautiful, and Gomely, and 
Loveiy in the Eyes of the Lord , and he took great Delight tn 
you; and exercisd Fudgment, Mercy, and Loving-kinaneſs 
anmon7it yow ; in which many did greatly Rejoyce ; and your Faith 
wa every where ſpoken of amonzit the Churches of Chriit , and 
many aid greatly Rejoyce becauſe of you, for you were Honow-' 
rable and lovely in the Hearts of the People of God every where, 
and you were even a Crown of Rejoycing unto us, who had labour - 
ed among it you, and travell'd for your ſakes, But alas! A 
contrary ſpirit hath fince entred amongſt ſome of yev, 
with which we have not Unity nor Fellowſhip; the Re- 
port of which hath brought Sadneſs upon the Hearts of 
H 2 many z 
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many: But thoſe who have given place to the Envi- 
ous-One, muſt bear their own Burden, for their Judg- 
ment and Condemnation ſlumbreth nor,. bur will ſwiftly 
come upon them. 
Wherefore my dear Fticnds all,, Be you retir'd in 
your mi:ds. unto the Light,. by which you were firſt 
convinced of the Truth, and which gave you then to 
ce the Error of your Waycs, and which led you into 
Love, Peace, and Good-will one towards another, 
and towards all men, and to eſchew the appearance of 
Evilt.: And as you all (in this Light) come {ingly to 
wait upon the Lord in your firſt Love, Simplicity, and 
Integrity,. you will plainly and cog Weng ug itis that 
hath catred (and how it entred) that hath been the 
cauſe of all choſe Tumults, and. Contentions, and Di- 
viſions, which of Jate hath (happen'd and) been amongſt 
you; and as its ſeen with the Light, and diſcover'd 
thereby unto you, or any of you, let it by the Lite 
be judged from amongſt you ; and therein wait that 
you may be purged from all Filthineſs, both of Fleth 
and. Spirit : And be tenderly affeionated. one towards 
another in the Truth; nor with a feigned Love, or a. 
teigned Aﬀection z for that God hates: But let Love 
be without Diffimulation, abhorring that which is Ew4/ 
ia all, and cleaving to that which is Good: And be 
Open-Hearted one towards another (not Strange. and. 
Staightned) and Simply and Honeſtly conteſs your 
Faults to each other, and pray for one another, and 
the Lord will have Mercy-upon the Tranſgreſſors, and 
will heal their Backſlidings and blot our their Iniqui- 
ties, and will again love them-ireely ; and ſo you: will 
re-gain the Favour, Love, and Good-will of God un- 
to you ; and we ſhall again be comforted in you, or 
theſe 
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theſe our Sorrows: and. Grief of ' Heart, becauſe of the Di- 
viſions and Spoilings that have been amongſt you; for, 
our Joy is-in your Proſperity and Well-being ; andour 
Rejoying is in your Comfort, and. Refreſhment, ' and. 
Preſervation, and Safety. fag 

Wherctore, my Friends, Keep your Eye alwayes: 
upon that Mark which. firſt you prefled after, when 
you. receiv'd the Fruth, and obey'd the Goſpel; and: 
in that ftrajght and narrow Way'of Holineſs, which 
was then made known unto you, every one ſtill. preſs: 
towards this Mark ; and have perfe& Charity amongſt 
your ſelves, as in the rime” of your firſt Simplicity: 
And then you will feel the Leak wonted Goodneſs and 
Loving-kindneſs ſhed abroad in your Hearts, and he will 
water you with the Dew of Heaven, and will bleſs 
you with all Spiritual Bleſſings from above ; and he- 
will then own you for his own, and will dwell in the 
mid'ſt of you, andamongſt you, for which. the carneſt 
Deſire of my Soul is unto the Lord; and in my Pray- 
ers I do oft make mention of you' unto- my God and 
your God, . that his Arm of Power and Salvation may 
alwayes be with you ; and that you may be there- 
by kept Pure, and Unrebukeable, and Spotleſs unto 
Himſelf in.his fight, from this time forth and forever, 


AMEn. 


And Friends, It was the fervent; and fincere Defire 
of my Heart to have ſeen youthis Yearz havivga con- 
fident Perſwaſion and Land in me,. Thar: (if the 
Lord'had ſo: order'd'it) ir would have been for your Good” 
and Benefit ; and that: I ſhould have been Retreſhed with. 
you and amongſt:you, as in times paſt, as 


- + - On 
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And in-order to. it. .1 wholy faxed; and applyed. my: 
Heart- to the Lord (for ſome certain dayes) to ſearch 
his Counſel in. the thing, | until he : fully and clear- 
ly ſatisfied me;-: that it muſt;not then bez in whoſe bleſ- 
ſed Will I reſt, and am content :.::yet am not;. wholy 
without. hopes, but that in Due Scaſon it + may/ yet 
be. And inthe mean time Ileaveyou, and cemmend 
you to God, who is able to keep youz. and do more 
aboundantly for you then you can ask or think ; to whom 
be Glory forever, : Ames. | 2 [2 21 
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Written in Eſſex I am your Dear Brother, in the 
this 5th of the Tribulation, Kingdom, and 
2th Mon. 1664. Patience of 7eſme, | 


Joſh Coale. 


Let Copies of this be ſent amannt Friends every where in the Pro- 
vince of Maryland, and be read amongit them in their A[- 
ſemblies in the Fear of the Lord. | 
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are called and- ſanctificd in:Chriſt 'Jefus ; and 

with whom, and amongſt whom TI have travellPd 

both in Body'and Spirit, for the Reſurrection of that 
Birth, which is Immortal, through which.you might be- 
'come Heirs, of Eternal Salvation, and of the Kingdom 
Everlaſting, which is not of this World. 2 
My ſoul and bowels even daily carn towards you ; and 
you are even daily preſented before me, and brought in- 
ro my View and Remembrance by the - fr of the 
Lords by which I am oft conſtrain'd to preſcnt my Sup- 
plications and Prayers to the God of my Lite for you, 
and on your behalfs;, beſceching. and defiring him, that 
he will keep and-preſerve you in the Unſported Lite of 
the Lamb ; and that Grace, Mercy, and Peace, _ 
| ” . with 


M* Dear Friends, Brethren z - and Siſters, who 
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with Spiritual Bleffings in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, may be 
multipy'd and encreas'd amongſt you. 

My beloved Friends, Keep yeur ſtation in the Holy 
Place, every one who know itz and in your Holy Cal- 
ling, wherewithiyou are call'd of God, therein abide and 
walk with him; hat therein you may alladorn the Goſpel 
of our Lord jeſus Chrift. nt 

And Friends, You certainly know, That the Living, 
Blefſed, and Everlaſting Truth it ſelf (which ſantifies 
throughly, both in Soul, Beay,'- and Spirit , and which 
ſets free trom the Bondage of vor Tok all who continue in 
it) hath been freely made manifeſt amongſt you : There- 
fore I charge you all,” as you- will anſwer the Lord, 
Every one fee that you live and walk in the Purity 
thereof, 

And you likewiſe know the Way of Lite, and Salva- 
tion, andof Holineſs (in which no unclean thing can 

Paſs) ſee theretore that you continue therein ; - that ſo, 
whenſoever your Lord comes, you may be found of him in 
Peace, and cover'd with his Righteouſneſs. | 

For you have all need of Circumſpettion, and Watrch- 
fulncſs, and Diligence , becauſe the Adverſary of your 
Soul's Peacc is very ſubtil, and lodgeth very near to cve- 
ry one; and waits todevour, and lurkes to deſtroy ; and 
will loſe no Opportunity, if poſhble he may beguile any 
of you, as he did Eve in the beginning. -——But as you 
all watch in the Light of God's Salvation, which he hath 
cauſed to ſhine unto you, the Adverſary will thereby be 
diſcover'd unto you in all his Twindings and Appea- 
rances. | 

And my Frieads, This Light, in which you have be- 
lieved, is the true Touch-ſtone, 6 whnch all ſpirits may 


be tryed, and all Motions (in whom ſoever they ariſc) 
may 
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may hereby be known, whether they be of God, and 
trend to that wiich is conſiſtant with the Honour of 
Truth, and your own Peace ; or whether they ſavour 
of the Fleſh, and tend to the ſatisfying of the Luſts 
thereof. 

For, the Luſts of the Fleſh, and of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of Life, are a0t of the Father, but of the World, which 
paſſeth away: And where (or in whomſoever) theſe, or 
either of theſe are found, and diſcover'd by the Light, 
which makes all things maniteſt ; they are hong eo 
be condemned, and by you to be denied; that ſo you 
may be every one kept out of the Snare of the Devourer, 
ppt out of the Netot the mighty Hunter. 

For, If you live after the Flejh, you ſhall dye ; for the Luſts 
thereof, when they are conceiv'd, bring forth fin; and 
the Wages of finis death: But every one, who through 
the ſpirit mortifies the Deeds of the fleſh, ſuch ſhall live 
toGed in the Newnelſs of Life ; and ſuch will adorn 
the Goſpel of God. | 

And ſo, my dear Friends, You are called to Liber. 
ty, but not to ſerve your ſelves; therefore uſe not your Li- 
berty as an Occaſion to the Fleſh, leſt thereby you be enſnareds 
ncither uſe it as an Occaſion of ſtumbling »nto others : 
but every one, in the Fear of the Lord, ſtand faſt in that 
eloriows Liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath made you free. And 
beware of being again entangled with the. heavy Yoak 
of Bondage, and of bcing brought into Captivity with 
that which in meaſure you had Yitfory over----- For, 
you (that have paſled from Death to Lite) know right 
well (and Inced not tell you) through what Difficulties, 
Hardſhips, and Exerciſes ye» obtain d that precious Li- 
berty inthe Truth, which _ arc bronght unto: And 

you 
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you alſo know what it coſt you to purchaſe the Poſſeſſion 
of that meaſure of Life and Truth, - which is manifeſted 
amongſt you; therefore let none ſell his Birth-right for 4 
Meſs of Pottage ;, neither let any periſhing Obje&t become 
a {nare, or divert you from your Simplicity and Sincerity in 
the Truth. 

Buc every one walk worthy oftthe matchleſs Love of 
God, which hath extended its ſelf unto yow, that ſo the 
daily Multiplyings and Abounding thereof you may know 
and witneſs in your hearts ; that through it you may Grow, 
and Increaſe, and be Enriched ; and that God Almighty 
may take delight ro dwell amongſt you. 


And my Friends, The ſavoury holy Order that the 
Truth led into in the beginning, and in which the pri- 
mative Chriſtians were exercis'd, you arc not ignorant of, 
and I hope not unmindtul of it neither: And you likewiſe 
know what Fervency, and Fear, and Zeal towards 
God the Truth wrought in your Hearts, when you firſt 
receiv'd the Teſtimony thereot; And what a Godly Reſo- 
lution was put qn by many ? and there was not another 
thing accounted of by many of you, in compariſon of his 
Bleſſed Truth, 

And whatſoever things were honeſt and of Good Report, 
and by which the Truth might have been adorz'd, how 
readily would you have been made conformable thereunto, 
though you had deny'd your ſelves therein? And then how 
did the Bleſſings oft God, with Peace and Unity one with 
another, ' abound amongſt yos 2 

Well, I hope (and doubt not but that) yow are fill 
like-minded in the ſame thing many of you ; and that you 
have the ſame Corſolation abounding amongſt you: Bur if 
any 
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any be etherwife-minded, I wonld have ſuch know, that 
the Truth is of the ſame worth, as everit was; and of as 
oreat price,with all who really walk therein, aFever it was 
ag ae by ſuch ; nd chis God ſhall reveal unto themin 
us Day. 

And if any retain not their firſt Love, Zcal, and Fer- 
vency ; but walk diſorderly, and not according to the 
Truth of the Goſpel , which was preached unto you- 
by us in the beginning ; I ſay, if we, or any other 
ſhall walk amongſt you not according to that Holy Order 
of the Goſpel, by whichit may be adorn'd, and ſhall re- 
tuſe (the Admoniition of the Spirit of Meekneſs) tobe 
humbled for his diſorderly walking ; have no Fellowſhip 
with ſuch a one; but let him be accounted as a Heathey 
and a Pwblican unto you, that God may deal with him for his 
Iniquity according to his Deſerts : Yet nevertheleſs, 
againſt an Elder receive not an Accuſation, except it be + 
by the Mouthes of two or three Witneſles , thar nothing 
be done, but that which may tend to the Edification of all, 
and not to the Deſtruction of any. 

And farther, my Friends, It any amongſt you ſhall 
walk, not as becomes the Goſpe/of Chriſt, nor accordi 
to that ſavoury holy order,that che Truth hath led, and dot 
lead into; but by any «#ſavoxry Actions or Motions whatſoever, 
ſhall vary from the Simplicity and Purity of the Truth, yet 
let not that become a Stumbling-Block unto any, nor cauſe 
any to fall from the Faith which you have receiv'd, and 
through which you have obt:in'd Remiſſion of Sins, and Im- 
mortal Life: For the Untaithfulucfs or diſorderly walking 
of ſome will not be a ſufficieat Excnie for others in the 
Day of the Lord, when they are called to an account 
but every one, who have taſted of the Power and Love of 
God, and have receiy'd the Gitr of his Spirit, be *airhful 
I 2 rhcretgg 
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thereunto, that you may improve your Tallent, which is 
committed to you: Foreyery one muſt give an account 
for himſelk unto God; and none can excuſe you before 
him: thereiore I ſay, Look not at the Haltings of others 
(though ic ſhould be ſuch, who have ſeem'd to beas Pil- 
lers) nor think to make that a Plca, or an Excuſe to de- 
cline from the Purity of the Holy Way of the Lord, 
for, although that may ſerve for an Argument amongſt 
men ;z yet that will not ſerve when God ſhall come to 
plead with ſuch, before whom all Hearts are open, and all 
things naked and bare; and he will give to every one 
a juſt Reward, according to their Deeds. 

Wherefore, I ſay, Let every one have an Eye unto 
the Lord in all things, and mind their own ſtate, and how 
it ſtands betwixt them and the Lord , and that will keep 
them from looking-out, and conſulting about the ſtate of 

ers, who may vary from the Purity of the Tr#th; for 

reby the occafion of ſtumbling comes unto many---Butr 
rather let the halting of ſuch be as Dreadtul Examples 
unto yox, to take Warning by , that ſo you may be kept in 
Fear and Faithfulneſs, in Watchfulneſs and Diligence, 
left you fall into the ſame Temptation and Snare of the 
Devil. 

For, my Friends, Whither can any go to find Life, 
Immortal Conſolation, and Satisfaction to their Souls, 
if they ſhould forſake the precious Truth, of which we 
have _ reſtimony (in the Lite and Demonſtration of 
God's Spirit) amongſt you, and through which many of 
you have found Reſt to your Souls, after many long and 
fore Travels ? Truly there is not another thing that can 
add unto your everlaſting Conſolation, it once any of 
you ſhould vary, or ſlip afide from that : And this I hope 
(and doubt not but) that many, or moſt of you are Poms 
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ded, and ſatisfied in----- Therefore continue therein, and 
_ therein be unanimous in your Service and Obedience unto 
the Lord; that by him, his Good Spirit, and Word of 
Grace, you may be eſtabliſhed forever. 


And as concerning the fate of Marriages, You know the 
comelyOrder of the Church in the primitive Times,betore 
the Apoſtacy began; and howthe Apoſtle ſaid ,1fany be called, 
being Married, let him nor ſeek to be looſed (nay, though he - 
or ſhe had an Unbelicving Wife or Husband) but let the 
Husband render due Benevolence to the Wife, and likewiſe, the 
Wife tothe Husband, And further, By Commiſion from 
God he (aid, Let not the Wife depart from her Husband.--- And 
ſo ſay I unto you, in the Name and Fear of the Lord, Let 
none give place in the leaſt to that ſpiric that would beget 
Inclinations in the Wife or Husband to depart one from 
another z but let every man have his own Wite,and every 
woman her own Husband : For, whatſoever Pretence or 
Covering that ſpirit (that would ſeparate them) may come 
under, yetit is a ſpirit of Fornication , and it will lead 
out of the comely Order, into the Diſorder, and into the 
Defilements and Pollutions of the World, aud into a Pit 
and a Snare : And for ſuch things ſake the Wrath of God 
will be reveal'd; and he will make ſnch Examples of 
his Vengeance : For, as the Apoſtle ſaid, The Wife is bound 
” the Law ſo long as her Husband liveth . and if- ſhe depart from 

im, and Marry anotiey Man, un is an Adultereſs, and a Tranſ- 
greſſor of the Law.-----And therefore, my dear Friends (as I 
ſaid before) In that comely Order, in which you may adorn 
the Goſpel (and be kept in Favour with the Lord, and in 
Unity and Fellowſhip oxe with anorher, in his Spiric of Life). 
let all walk cogether; and in your places and ſtations, where 
the Lord hath ſet you and Rear therein abide with 
him, having the Loins of your Minds girt about with = 
| Trut 
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Truth it ſelf, and be zealous for the Honour thereof; and 
keep ſtedfaſt therein with the Lord, in Fear and Faithful- 
nes, in Fervency and Simplicity,all being Examples one to 
another of Chaſticy, and Holineſs, and Godlinets of Con- 
verſation, that-you may alſo be as Lights unto the World, 
anſwering the Witneſs of God in all, that none may have 
any thing againſt you, nor whereof t9 accuſe you, but only 
concerning your Obedicnce tothe Law of your God, then 
Will you have ſtrong Conſolation in the Lord, and great Bold- 
neſs and Confidence towards him, and alſo in the fight of all 
men ; and the Lord will encrcaſe your Spiritual Subſtance, 
and will alſo enlarge your Borders, by daily adding to yogr 
Number ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. And fo, the Everlaſting 
God kcepyer all,and be with and amongſt you,and cauſe the 
plentious Showers of his Love ro deſcend amongſt you, and 
reffeſh and conſolate you therewith, that you may walk chear- 
fully in his Preſence, and not with Bowed-down Souls, bur 
that every one may poſle(s his Soul in Peace, Amen, 
And my Friends, Although ſome things, containd in this 
Epiſtle, may ſeem ſirarge anto many of you ;, yet thoſe whom they 
concern will not be ignorant of the zround of my thus writing , and 
for their ſakes g have written with Boldneſs and Bauer : And 
fo the Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriit be with your ſpirits, Amen. 


From th: Common Goal 1 am your dear Brother, 4 Suffer - 
in Xendal,in Weſtmore- . er for the Teſtimony of the bleſſed 
land, this 2gth of the unchangeahle Truth , and bate 
7ch Moneth, 1665. the Garment ſpatted with the fleſh, 
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EPISTLE 
Flock of God 


Are called to bear Teſtimony for the 


Name of the Lord at this Day, through Sut- 
ferings : Sent unto them for the buildin 
up of the Weak of the Flock in their Moſt 
Precious FAITH, and for the ſ{trengthen- 
ing of them in their Perſecuted and Suffering 
Eſtate. 


In which alfo (for their Encouragement) the Pur- 
poſe of God in their preſent Sufferings is de- 


clared. 


My Beloved Dear Friends, 
HOM the Lord God Almighty hath vifi- 
V \ ted with his Everlaſting Loving-kindneſs; 
and unto whom he hath cauſed the Ever- 


laſting Day todawn, and the Son of Rightcouſneſs _ 
ariſes, 


72 An Epiſtle to the Flock of God, 
ariſe; and whom he hath called out of the World, and 
ſeparated from its Wayes, Worſhips, and Traditions, 
and from the Defilements and Abominations thereof, 
that you might be a-peculiar*People unto himſelf, zealous 
of Good-works, that he might make known unto you that 
Myſtery of his Kingdom, which hath been hid from Ages 
and Generations palt ; that ſo you might ſtand faithfuland 
true Witneſles for his Name and Truth, and appear on 
his behalf in the Demonſtration of his own Life and Spirit ; 
and that you might bear a faithful Teſtimony for that Bleſ- 
ſed, Everlaſting, and Unchangeable Truth (which he 
hath aaiefie in your Inward Parts) not only in De- 
&rine, Litc, and Converſation, but alſo by ſufferin 
(for its ſake) whatſoever the Enemies thereof ſhall be 
permitted ro inflict upon you, that thereby you may 
. be approv'd nor only in the fight of God, bur alſo of all 
good Men. 

I fay unto yos, my beloved Friends, ' Prize your honou- 
rable and holy Calling, wherewith the Lord Almighty 
hath called you, and therein walk with God, and think it 
not hard nor ſtrange that he ſuffereth you ſo long to be try'd 
and exerciſed in Sufferings, as you have been hitherto, 
and are at this day, for your Teſtimony fake ; but look 
over itall, and litt up your heads aboveall; for the Lord 
hath afſuredly an End ia it, for his own Glory, and for 
the Exaltation and Spreading abroad that Bleſſed Truth, 
which we poſſeſs and live in, and which we ſuffer for , 
and alſo for the gathering into it many, who are yet far 
off from him, bod Strangers unto him, ſo that whatſoever 
come; whether Bonds or Exilement, or what Exerciſes 
ſoever we mect withal, in this we may be ſatisfied, That 


it ſhall make for the Furtherance of the Goſpel of Chrift, and 
| | fie 
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for good unto all who continue their Obedience in him anto the End, 
and abide faithful unto Death. W herefore, my dear Friends, 
It the Lord fee ic meet further to permit the Enemy to 
fiſt and winnow us, and that we muſt be further _ 5 
nay, if hefhould fo order it, that we muſt be a 
ring People all our dayes , yet let none be weary or 
taint in your minds : For, In the Lord JEHOVAH 
who is certainly with us) there is Everlaſting ſtreugth ; and 
be fainteth not,neither is weary ;, but he giveth power to the Faint, 
and to him that bath no might he encreaſeth ſtrength : And o, 
let your Truſt be in him, and let that godly Reſolution 
be put on (by every one of you) that was in Fob, who 
(when God ſuffer'd Satan to ſmite and afflidt him) aid, 
Though thou kill me, yet wil 7 tru#t in thee, And indeed, it's 
far better to ſuffer Perſecution with the People of God for 
(ou Conſcience towards him, then to dwell in the Tents of 

ickedneſs, out of which God hath call'd and redeem'd 
us. | 

And my Friends, Conſider, Whither can afly go, 
or whether can any flee, to eſcape Perſecutions ? Certain] 
I know no place; neither do I believe there is any ponlhts 
ſmng Chriſtianity, except it be inthe Tents of Wicked- 
neſs; For, he that will live Godly in Chriſt Feſus mat ſuſfe# 
Perſecution, And itany, toeſcape Perſecutions and Sut- 
ferings, ſhould return to the Tents of Wickedneſs again ; 
out of which, by the Power and Arm of God, they are 
brought; and ſhould diſert their Teſtimony, which God 
hach corfftmitred to them, ro bear for his Name , itwauld 
happen unto them (asthe Apoſtle ſaid) according to the 
old Proverb, The Dog « turned to his Vomit, and the Sow that 
was waſhed to her wallowing inthe Mire : And the Hand of the 
Lord would find ſuch oat , and the Terrors of the Alinigh- 
ty would certainly ſcize topon them, and ſurprize _ 
| K WIC 
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which would be manifold more grievous to be borne, then 
all che Suffcrings that man can poſſibly infli& upon them: 
For - its a fearful thing to fell into the Hands of the Living God: 
for our. of his Hands no man can deliver, but our 'of the 
hands of Blood-thirſty and Wicked Men God can,and cer- 
tainly in his own time will deliver all who truſt in him. 

Wherefore (my dear Friends) Put on Boldneſs and 
Courage, in the Name of the Lord, and ſtand valiant Wit- 
meſſes tor his Truth through all Sufferings,, which is the 
thing he hath call'd yov unto, that ſo you may anſwer the 
End for which he hath viſited you, and made known him- 
felf unto you: For confider, Was it in Loving-kindneſs 
and Compaſſion unto you, that the Lord viſited you, and 
made choice of you to be Witneſſes for him, that his Name 
_— Glorified by you? Orelſe, Was it becauſe he had 
ſuch need of yos, that bs could nor Glorifie his Name with- 
out yow ? Surely all who are of an underſtanding Heart will 
conteſs and acknowledge , that it was only in Love and 
Mercy unto you, that he'thus made choice of you to ſuffer 
for his Name, and to Glorife himſelf thereby, becauſe he 
can work for the Glory of his own Name, as he ſees meet, 
without you, or any of you, and can Magnifie his Power in 
the Deſtruition or Deſolation of 4 Nation or People (as in time 
paſt he hath done, and is doing at this day) though he takes. - 
no Delight therein ; andtherefore he hath no need of you 
for that End, bat you have need of him : So that irs only in 
Love and Compaſſion towards yos,that he hath-thns viſited 
904; and alſo, that yow might have ſtrong ConſMation in 
your Obedience unto him through all Sufferings, which he 
hath calledyos unto. 

And therefore my Beloved Friends, Gird up the Loins 
of your minds ;z and keep cloſe to,and ſtedfaft with the Lord; 
and with the Eye of Faith /ook over all Tribulations, _w 

En. 


be with yox in them, and through them all, andalfo, when 
they ſhall be no more : For certainly Friends, God hath 
derermin'd, by and through theſe chings,to exalt his Kings, 
dom, and to get himſelfa Name inthe Earth above every 

Name, that every Knce may bow, and every bow 

confeſs thereunto, unto his Praiſe and Glory. And he 

hath highly Honour'd us, in that he'hath been pleaſed to 

make Js of us, and to accept of us to appear on his 

behalf, and (by Sufferings) ro:86ntend for his Cauſe, 
and to bear Teftimony in the Life of his Spirit againſt all 

Kolatry and ſuperſtitious Inventions, which have gotten 

up in the dark Night of Apoſtacy ; for he hath = the ſpi- 

ritual Weapon into our hands, by the which the ſpiritual 

Wickedneſſes (that are in High Places) and the ſtrong 

Holds of Iniquity muſt be beat down ; and in vain do the 

Inhabirants ofthe Earth Combine, or take Counſel toge- 

ther, to op or limit this Work of God,which he hath begun, 

and is carrying on amongſt us ; For he will certainly in the end 
be too hard for them. and they mu, and ſhall aſſuredly fall before 

him,as their Predeceſſors did in times pa#t (who oppos'd his Appea- 

rance in our Fore-fathers) the Lord hath ſpoken it: And n# 
Weapons that's formid by them, or that they ſhall Form, ſhall 
ever proſper or prevail, - & to accompliſh their Decree ,, tor God 

hath ſaid it. 

W herefore my Friends, With one Heart, with one Mind, 
and with oxe Spirit ſerve ye the Lord in newnels of Lite ; 
and continue the Aſſembling of your ſelves together in his 
Fear, to wait upon him, even as if theſe did not at all 
attend yow. And none be Slack or Backward in your T E- ' 
$S TIMON Y herein/for fear of Sufferings, leſt hereby 
you do not only purchaſe the Diſpleaſure of rhe LORD 
againſt your ſelves, but alſo, weaken the hand of _— 
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him that is inviſible, who will out-laſt them) all, nd * ; 
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and thereby obtain'd the greater Condemnation : But 
remember what happen'd to the Fearful and QUnbelieving 
Spies, who weaken'd the Hands of 71/rael of old, that they 
could not cater the promiſed Land ; for, theſe things were 
written for our learning, that we ſhould not tempt God as 
they tempred him, and were deſtroy'd of the Deſtroyer. 
For certainly Friends, this I have long ſcen, and ſome- 
times declared alſo, thatif any, to whom the Viſitation 
of God's Love hath reached, and who are now call d to 
bear Witneſs to the Name of the Lord, by aſſembling 
themſelves together to wait upon him, and to worſhip him 
in Spirit, and have been perſwaded in their Conſciences 
by the Light of his Son, that it was their Duty ſo todo: 
I day, if ſuch (for fear of Suffering for their Teſtimony 
therein) ſhall forſake the Afſembling of themſelyes toge- 
ther, (as the manner of ſome hath been)they will certain- 
ly bring upon themſelves greater Sufferings,even from the 
hands of men, and more grievous to be borne, then thoſe 
which for the afſembling of our ſelves together ſeem now 
ro be threatned; except they wholy contorm to worſhip 
he Image that is made untd the Beaſt, that had a Wound 
and doth live : andif ſo, then (as Iſaid before) the Lord 
God will afſuredly find ſuch out, which will be morc hea- 
vy and gricvous to bear then thereſt, | 

And therefore Ict all be Unanimous in your Teſtimony 
ſor the Lord, in this day of trying and proving , and be a 
Strength and an Encouragement one unto another, in thac 
Gitt of the Spiric of God, which trom kim you have re- 
ceiv'd; and you will certainly find and feel the Lord preſent 
with you, aflitting and turnithing of you with all heavenly 
Vertues , which are needtul or neceſſary for you in your 
preſent and future Exerciſes; and the Light oft his Coun- 
tenance you will know toſhine in your Tabernacle ; and thar 
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is very precious, and pleaſant, and comely to behold : 
And indeed, its that alone which cauſeth us to walk chear- 
fully through all Tryals and Exerciſes ; and we experi- 
mentally know, that he hath nor fail'd us hitherto, bue 
hath becn alwayes preſent with us to deliver us out of ma- 
ny Diſtreſſes z yea, and afſuredly will deliver us out of all 
in his own time, which haſteneth, when the meaſure of the 
Sufferings of our Lord and Maſter are filldupinus; for 
we muſt be chroughly try'd and prov'd by Sufferings. ane 
thereby be made manifeſt unto the Nations about us, .to be 
the peculiar People of God, before the meaſure of our Sut- 
terings be full. 

And my Friends, It is not the Purpoſe of God,by theſe 
Storms and Tempefts, that beat upon the Building of God 
(or by the Sufferings that attend us) to ſuffer his Heritage 
or Building to be laid waſte: No; but thereby to beat 
down all Falſe Building, and Ourt-ſfide Poſſeffions, and to 
lay waſte the Hills and Barren Mountains, upon which the 
W hore ſits, and to niake her deſolate ; for they by claſh- 
ing one againſt another, ſhall be broken one by another,or 
by biting and devouring one another,will be deſtroyed one 
of another: But you, my Beloved,who keep ſtedfaſt with 
the Lord through theſe things, ſhall thereby be manifeſted 
in the view of all Nations to be the Building of God, 
whole ſtanding is upon the Rock of Ages (the Monntain of 
bis Holineſs) which all Storms » nor the Gates of Hell can- 
not prevail againſt; and thereby he will alſo exalt his own 
Houſe (where Iſrael's Fold ts) = 211 che Hills and bar- 
xn Mountains (upon which we wece ſometime (catterd, 
and from which we are now gather'd by the Arm and 
Power of God) that ſo there:1nto the gathering of the Na- 
tions may be, according to his Promiſe; for, was - nor 
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foreſhewen{by thei Angel of the{Lord unto his Servant 
Fohn, in times paſt, That the Horns of the Bea#t, that ſhould 
mike War with the Saints (and whom the Saints ſhould overcome) 
- ſhould hate the Whore alſo, and make her deſolate. ZE 
- My Friends, Conſider this , and in Patience and Con- 

fidence, that he 1s Faithful that hath promiſed, let us all 
wait upon the Lord, and be refign'd up to be diſpos'd of ac- 

cording to the Counſel of his Will; and let him work, 

and carry on, and proſper his own Work, as he ſees meet : 

For its he alone that worketh all our Works for us, and in us ; and 
he knows what i beit for us, and of what we ſtand in need 

and no Good Thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly: 

And we (who are in the Faith) know, that all things ſhall 

work for our good, . who love him.aboveall ; theretoreler 

us give up our All unte him, and caſt our Care upon him, 

who takes care for us ; whoſe Wayes are unſearchable,and 

his Judgments paſt finding our. 

And ſo, my Beloved Friends, Keep to, and watch the 
weighty Foundation, which ſtands ſure through all Storms 
andTempeſts;and walk together in Love,and therein ſerve 
one aiother; and let none give place to that ſpirit which 
would exerciſe Lordſhip over another ; for that is not the 
ſerving Spirit, that is to be ſubmitred unto, which beget- 
reth into Love, Meekneſs, and Gentlene(s ; but that ſpirit 
will rather beget a Root of Bitterneſs, which may defile 
many, and theretore not to be heeded : But the Love being 
dwelt in, which vaunteth not it ſelf, nor ſeeketh its own, 
but anothers good; that begets its own likeneſs : and in this 
you will ſtir up and provoke one another to Love, and to good 
and charitable Works, and then by you the Goſpel of God 
will be adora'd,and you will have his Bleſſing and Peace in your 
hearts, which is of more Value, and greater Price with che 
Up- 
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Upright in Heart, .then all the Pleaſure of fin, or Gain of 
Oppreſſion : And ſo,by your Stedfaſtneſs, Faithfulneſs, Sin- 
ccrity, and Simplicity in the Truth, you will even cngage 
and provoke the Lord to appear on your behalts,and to plead 
your Cauſe with your 4dverſarics, and to ſhorten the dayes 
of the Wicked for your fakes. And fo the Almighty God 
of Love and Pcace be with you all, and multiply the Riches 
of his Grace,Mercy,and Peace unto you all; that the Poor in 
Spirit may beenriched,the Weak and Feeble ſtrengthen'd,and 
he Sincere in Heart eſtabliſhed and confirmed : And unto 
him alone I do commit and commend you all,by whoſe Pow-- 
er and Love uufcigned I was at this time conſtrain 'd to ſend 
this Epiſtle unto yox,to ſtir you up toFaithfulneſs, Diligence, 
and Zeal towards God,and for his Cauſe; in which my /ove 
towards you, and my care for you is manifeſted : in which I 
alſe kindly ſalute you in the Bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe 
Life is my Life, and whoſe Love hath filled my heart, in 
which Itake my Solace and Reſt. | 


From the Common Goal in Kex- Tour Dear Brather, in 

- dal, the place of my Confine the Tribulation, King - 
ment for.the Teſtimony of Jeſus dom, and Patience of 
and for the Word of God, this Teſms., 


18th of the 7th Moneth, 1665. 


Joltah- Coale 


$0 


—_—__ 
_— 


EPISTLE 
To Friends. 


_ _—  _—. i. an cnmctnands 


The Firit general EPISTLE. 


—_— 


D Ear and-Everlaſtingly beloved Friends, Brethren, 


and Siſters, whom in God's Holy Covenant, and 

Power of an Endleſs Life my ſoul dearly loveth, 

and to whom I am firmly joyned ad united with the Spi- 
rit of the Living God, which he hath ſent into our hearts, 
and by which we have been ſeparated from the Wayes, and 
Worſhips, and vain Tradition of the World ,, amongſt whom 
(in times paſt) we had eur Converſation, and walked accor- 
ding to the Luſt of 7gnorance, as other Gentiles did : But now, 
being ſeparated from theſe things by the Power of an End- 
leſs Life, and being redeem'd therefrom by the precious 
Blood of the Lamb without Spot: And being made choice 
of, to be a peculiar People unto God, to ſerve him in 
our Generation, and to be a Praiſe unto him ; there- 
forc now, my beloved Friends, have Velour, and Bold- 
neſs, and Courage every one in your Hearts; and have 
the Loins of your minds girt about with Truth, that you 
| may 


he Fit} gentyal Epiſtle to Friends. on 
may be armed to fight the Lord's Battels, and be able 
to ſtand in the Evil Day, when you ſhall be tryed* 
And be you found watching every one in the Light and 
Gift of the :Spirit of the Lord God, fo will not thats 
Day come upon any of yos. at unawares 5 but you will 
be found fitted and prepared to with-ſtand or reſiſt the 
Evil One in all his Wiles and Appearances, ſo that he 
ſhall. nor touch or harm your precious Lite 5 tor, the 
Lord Almighty, in whom you have believed, aud in 
whom our Truſt and Confidence is, he will renew your 
Strength , and will be a Buckler unto you in the Day 
of Batcel ; and there will be no Faintne(s of Heart 
nor Fear in yow Way, but the Mighty POWER 
of God you will teel, by which you will be able totread 
upon the Necks of your Enemies, both within and with- 
out, and tread Satan under Foot, 

And fo, my Friends, Theſe things (in ſhort) were 
in my Heart to write unto you, in the full enjoyment 
of that Love with which you know right well we have 
o't been refreſhed together z aſſuring you all, that rhe 
ſame Bleſſed Preſence, and Power, and Love of God, 
in which I have been amongſt you, and by which I 
have been called trom amongſt you, to bear Teſtimony 
to the Bleſſed Name of the Lord (by which we are 
called) even to the Nations afaroff) is ſtill continu- 
ed with me , in which Love this is farther in my 
Heart to ſay unto yow (although you may very well 
know it already, yet that noae may grow forgetful ) 
that God hath many Wayes to try the Faith of his 
Peovle, both inwardly and outwardly , and oft-cimes 
ſuffereth the Enemy to work and excrciſc his power 
for that End, and the Enemy will work very — 
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if poſſible to deprive you of your Peace with God': Bye 
my Friends., You keeping in the Power of an Endleſs 
Life (wich which God hath-certainly viſited you) there- 
by your Underſtandings will be: kept clear, ' and your 
Hearts open towards God ;. and there all che Wiles and 
Subtilties of the Enemy will be ſeen and: diſcover- 
ed, aid he dcfy'd and rejected, and trampled upon in 
the Eternal Power of God : And herein yox will be 
Victorious and Conquerers over all Temptations, and 
over all Afſſaults of the Wicked one : And herein yos 
will have free Acceſs to God, . and Boldne(s rowards 
God , and you will all meet at the Throne - of Grace , 
in the Unity of the Faith, in which you will have Ac- 
ceptance with the Lord. And here will be no Renr, 
nor Divifon, nor Striving of Spirits; Nay, that muſt 
not center which would have the preheminence over 
others ; for that will cauſe Divitions : but that muſt 
hve in all, and over all, which will be Servant to all, 
and thercia are the Bleſhngs of the Lord enjoyed, and 

he will fill your Hearts with 
his Love, and cauſe his Heritage to flonriſh, aad will 
make you as a watered Garden, whole Springs do not 
fail. 

And now, my Friends, Conſider what the Lord 
hath done for you: Hath he done lo tor any other Peo- 
ple upon the Earth , or did he morc for his People in 
any Age or Geacration (fince the beginning) then he 
hath done for us « Or, Are any able to (peak more 
of the Wonters of the Loid; a':d of the Greatne(s. of. 
his Work, and of the Strangene(s of his At at this Day 
then we are (who are accounted by the Uncircumciſed 
but as the Of-fcouriag of all things) Nay verily : And, 
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therefore may it be faid, That us hath he known abov© 
all the Famulics of the Earth. And this, my Friends» , 
may-engageall, and conftrain all;rowalk worthy of this 
matchlets Love, ., that the ſame with which he hath 
reached unto yew, and viſited you, may bc continued un- 
to you, and may abound in, you all one towards another, 
that you may all know you are the Children of your Fa- 
ther which is in, Heaven-z aad .in_ this you will be as 
Lights unto the World, and as .a City fr upon a Hill 
which cannot be'hid ; you will appear treſh in the Beau» 
ty of Holineſs,.. as the Heritage of God ia its flouriſh- 
ing ſtate, in 'which my Unteigned Love is dear to you 
all who are faithful ro. God; and'in this I do ſalute yos 
all, without reſpect of Perſons; for dear are you to me 
and precious, andevery Member of the true Church of 
Chriſt, in all Regions and Quarters of the Earth: And 
God Almighty keep you and preſerve you all unto his Hea- 
venly Kingdom, Amey. 


London, this 12th I am your Dear Brother , in the Pa- 
of the 3d Moneth, tience and Tribulation of the Son of 
1663, Cod, in whom we rejoyce daily, 


Joltah Coale. 
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: N D Friends, This know, that for the ſake of the 

reſidue of our Seed, which is yet ungathered, 
is. my Life freely ſacrificed up into the Hand of the 
Lord, and ready and willing am I to lay it down (for 
the Teſtimony of God's Bleſſed Truth, which he hath 


vena me to bear) it thereunto I am called : For, 


onds and Afﬀictions attend me daily; and I may ſay, 
Weare hear in Jeopardy of our Lives daily. | 

So let your Prayers to God be for me, that I ma 
be kept unto the End, to finiſh my Teſtimony wit 
Joy, , and in all things to bring Glory and Honour to 
the Name of the Lord, who is over all Bleſſed for- 
ever. 
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FRIENDS, 


LL whoare convinced of the Truth of the Eve- 
A laſting Goſpel, and have believed the Repore 
that hath been given amongſt yow concerning 
the great Salvation of God ; and who have been perſwa- 
ded in your Hearts and Conſciences, by the Light and 
- Spirit of the Lord, that it is yow Duty unto God to meet 
ether to wait upon him,and to worſhip bim in Spirit and 
in Truth, and have been drawn by this Spirit of Truth to 
the performance of this Religious Duty. _ 
ſay, my Friends, You know right well, that Glori- 
oufly and Plentifully the Lord did appear amongſt you 
in your Afﬀemblies, when you firſt began the Exerciſes. 
thereof; and he made his Power knuwn amongſt you ; 
and thereby wrought in your Hearts mightily and effeu- 
ally, to the bringing down and ſubjecting of that which 
had darkened and vail'd Lite and Immortality from your 
fight and view ; - and by which you were made Strangers 
there- 
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thereunto 2 . And this {ame Power of God, through th 
cffectual working and operating of it, did raiſe Lite, 
and bring Immortality to Lightin you; ſo that you were 
no longer as Strangers unto it, but were brought into ac- 
quaintance therewith z 'and your hearts and ſouls were 
aboundaatly Refreſhed and Conſolated therewith ; and 
through the ariſing thercot and thereby you became moxe 
fully confirmed in your firſt Faith, which was begotten 
in you by the Word; and then a Godly Zeal and Reſolu- 
tion more fervently aroſe in your hearts, to continue this 
Practiſe, and periorm this Duty of Aflembling your ſelves 
together, which at firſt you believed you ought to do z 
and then did the Lord ſo eminently appear amongſt yos, 
that by his Splrit he ſealed unto you your Acceptance with 
him in the perlormance of this Duty ; and then yoy far- 
ther ſaw and belicv'd, That whatſoever Suffering ſhould come 
upon you for the continuance of this Religious Exerciſe, yet you 
ought to perſevere and continue therein, and to hold fait the Pro- 
feſſron of your firit Faith , and alſo the prattiſe of the thing 
which you believed to be your Dnty unto God. | 

And you right well know, That many Tryals and 
Sufferigs have attended you ſince you firſt began to con- 
tend for this Faith, and to make a Profeſhon thereof, 
and to practiſc the thing which you believed was your 
Duty unto God ; but the Lord was alwayes with yoy, and 
afiſted you with his Spirit and Power in the- mid'ſt there. 
of, evyciall who were ſingly reſign'd up unto him, and 
did perſevere and continue in their due Obedience unto 
him; and he never left nor forſook ſuch in any Tryal 
or Tribulation, but alwayes miniſtred unto them in the 
mid it rhercof according to their neceſſities z and this I 


know the Witneſs ef Godin all the Upright in Heart ſhall 
ſcal unto, ' 
And 
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And now my dear Friends, Brethren, and Siſters, 
the Conſideration and Remembrance of theſe things are 
ſufficient to encourage every one, and to ftir them up, 
_ and provoke them to hold faſt rheir Godly Reſolution, 
which they pur on in the beginning; and to perſevere 
and continue in all Faithful Obedience in this Duty, 
while they have Liberty and Opportunity ſo to do: And 
if for your Faithfulne(s, and -Obedience therein, the De- 
vil be ſuffer'd rocaft you into Priſon, and to Exile you for 
the Goſpel's ſake, Ter the Lord will be with you there, he 
hach ſaid it, and will perform his word z ſo that youneed 
not fear what Man can do unto yos ; for the Lord will ſuap- 
port and comtort you in the midſt of all your Sufferings, as 
in times paſt: bur if any draw back, or fall from their 
firſt Stedtaſtaeſs, and forſake the aſſembling of then:- 
ſelves together, for fear of Sufferings and Pefecutions, 
and chink thereby to. eſcape the Penalty of the unrigh- 
tcous Laws:of men ; then will the Led take no plealure 
in ſuch; but will withdraw his Love and Preſence; and 
his wonted Goodneſs will he withhold from ſuch ; and 
inſtead of Peace, there will be Trouble unto them:; and 
Sorrow inſtead of Joy ; and iiſtead of Plenty and Ful-- 
neſs of the Riches of God's Grace, there will be Po- 
verty, and Emptineſs, and Want; aid Barrennels 1in- 
ſtead of Fruaittulneſs : For He, with whom we: have to: 
do, can turn a Fruitful Land into Barrenneſs, {or the 
Iniquity of chem that dwell therein: And indeed, it is 
betrer to dye for the Cauie of God, chea to live out of 
his Favour. | 
Wherefore my Dear Frieads, All dwcll and warch 


in the Light, "our rar the i briley of the: 
Ailatits3 
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, and Alurement , and keep in a ſtate reſign'd uato the 
Lord, out of all Reaſonings -and Conſultations with Fleſh 
and Blood , for they let in Temptations, and thereby 
you may be ſnared , but as you ſtand ſingly given up tofol- 
low the Lord through all Tryals and Sufferings, that may 
come upon you for the Goſpel's ſake, there will be nothing 
wanting unto you that appcrtains to the Peace, and Com- 
fort, and to the Joy, and Salvation of your Souls. 

And Friends, This I have ſcen in the Light of God's 
Truth and Salvation, and this hath been long upon my 
Heart to declare unto you, That if any are any whit 
wavering in their Minds, they may be fore-warneqd, that 
if the Enemy ſhould fo far prevail with any, as to put 
them upon ſecking out a Way to eſcape the preſent Suf- 
terings, which attend the Flock of God, as Impriſonment, 
Exilement, Oc. yet I ſay unto you, and you thall find it to 
be truce, that the lame Enemy will find out another Way 
to bring ſuch wkoly to conform to his Worſhivand Image 
ſetup; or Elſe will briag a worſe Suffering upon them, 
and morc grieyous to be borne then that which now is 
threatned, 

Wherefore my Dear Friends, Partakers of the Hea- 
venly Calling in Chriſt Jeſus, Put on Valour, and Bold- 
nels, and Courage for the Cauſe of God which we are 
now engaged in; and ſtand faſt in that Liberty wherewith 
Chriſt our Lord hath made yos tree , and be nothing terrified 
becauſe of the Rage of the Enemies of Gods Truth, bur 
whereunto. you have already attain'd there abide, and hold 
faſt that which you have already receiv'd, leſt you loſe your . 
Crown ; and keep o:t of Conſultings with fleſhand Blood, left 
J0u be therchy entangled with the Yoke of Bondage , for, 
the Fleſh is weak, and not willing to bear Suffcrings ; but 
I1[1 | 
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the Spirit is willing z andas it is enclin'd unto, and obey'd, 
and follow'd in its Motions and Leadings, it makes 
willing to bear and endure all things, and to ſuffer the 
loſs of all things for the ſake of the Lord Jeſus; rhete- 
fore let none (Eſau like) ſell his Birthrigh t for a Meſs of 
Portage; . but like Worm Faceb, wreſtle with the Lord 

| in his own Strength, that you may prevail as Princes, and 
obtain the Inheritance incorruptible, that -never fadeth 
away ; which is the earneſt Defire and Prayer of him, who 
dearly loves and ſalutes the whole Flock of God in every 
Region and Quarter of the Earch. 


Londen the 29th of the 6th 
Moneth of the Year, 1667. 


Jofiah Coale. 


—_— OC. 


To the 


Elect of God - 


Every where, Called and Choſen in Chriſt Jeſus 
before the World, and before Tranigrefſion 
was (in which the World lies : ) 


_—_ \ —_ A — P_—_ 


The Salutation of Love, Mercy, and Peace, from 
God the Father, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
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as much as the Almighty Power and Arm of the 

Lord hath been ſtretched forth unto you in this 
Day of his Love, by which you have been gather'd out of 
che dark Paths, which the World walks in ; and have been 
cleanſed from the Polutions and Defilements which ma- 
ay yet lie wallowing in; and have been ſeparated from 
the Abominations of the World by the Word of his 
Power, which fan@ificth unto himſelf; and hath admi- 
niſtred unto you an Entrance into that Kingdom, which 
is not of this World, and which fad@nort away, where 
you are made Partakers of the Durable Riches and Ever- 
laſting Treaſure, with which your Hears have bcen filled 
from day to day, and from time to time ; yea manifold hath 
[11s 
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his Benefits,and Mercies,and Goodneſs been unto you, and 
often hath he cauſed your Cups to overflow; ſo that you 
could ſay in your Hearts, That yos had received your ſouls De- 
fire, and were fully ſatisfied ; and your Souls did Bleſs, Magni- 
fie, and Praiſe the Name of the Lord, the God of your Salvati- 
ou ; who hath done ſo great things for you, even beyond decla- 
ring ; who brought deliverance unto you in the time of great Af-. 
fliftion and Diftreſs , when you were compaſſed about with many 
Sorrows, and ſaw none to comfort you, when you were even in the 
horrible Pit, and ſaw your ſelves at agreat Diſtance from your Ma- 
ker (by reaſon of Sin and Tranſereſſion) and were in your own eyes 
even ſhut up in Darkneſs and in Obſcurity, then did the Diſtreſſed 
cry unto 1he Lord, and he heard the Cries and Groanings thereof, 
and was moved with Compaſſion towards his own Seed, and he aroſe 
in his mighty Power, an ſtretched forth his Glorious Arm, and 
reached unto his own Eleft , and thereby brought Deliverance there- 
unto: Andſothe Oppreſſed came to be (et free, and the 
Diſtreſſed to be ſet ar liberty; and this was the Day of 
Glad-tidings unto youand the acceptable Year of the Lord, 
though a Day of Vengeance came upon the Wicked and 
Ungodly, and upon that part which had led your. minds 
aſtray, and to tranſgreſs the pure Law and holy Command- 
ment of the Lord And ſo,my Dearly B:loved, The Lord 
having done fo great things for you, in bringing you out of 
the Egyptian Darkneſs, and out of the waſte howling Wil- 
derneſs ; aad hath brought you intoa Plentiful Land, flow- 
in with Milk and Hoacy ; and with the good things there- 
_ of hath he ſatisfied you, and aboundantly filled yow time 
aſter time ; theretore now rememember, and beware that 
you forget not-the Lord,nor his wonderous Works; but dwell 
in his eternal Power, by which nc nath done theſe things for 
you;and walk in all Humility —_ him,anſwcring the motion 
( 2 of 
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of his Pure Holy Spirit, by whith you are-quicken'd un- 
co Life, that you may know it continually to remain in 
Jon; that ſo by it you may be kept aliveunto God: And 
this Spirit niay be your Leader and Inſtructor inall things's 
ſo will yo» have the Teſtimony thereof in your own parti- 
culars, to bear Witneſs for you that you are his Children 
For they only are the Sons of God, that are led by his Spirit ,, and 
they only have the Teſtimony of it witneſſing for them, that are 
faithſul Followers thereof : and fuch enjoy Peace and Conſo- 
lation from che Lord, - which is more to be valu'd and 
eſtcem'd than all things viſible ; for they are peiſhing, 
and laſt but for a Moment; but the Precious Truth of 
the Lord, of which yow are made Partakers, that is Ever. 
laſting, and liveth and abideth forever ; theretore let that 
be prized above all things elſe, which in compariſon there- 
of is but as Droſs and Dung, and ſo it was in your eye 
when firſt the Glory thereof appeared in yow. And you 
know full well what you have parted with to purchaſe the 
Poſſeſſion of it: Therelore let none fell his Birthrighe for 
a Meſs of Pottage ; but let it be forever in your Eye 
eſteem'd above all things under the Son. And let not the 
Subtitty of the Enemy draw any ones Mind into the love 
of any periſhing thing, nor int» the fear of the Threatnings 
of Man, whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils ; but ſtand ia c 
pure Fear and Dread of the living God, and continual- 
ly ſer him before your Eyes: and beware of entring into 
Conſultations with Fleſh a3d Blood, for thereby you may 
fall iato the Snare of the Enemy, and be overcome by his 
Wiles ; but give up ſimply aad freely to whatſoever you 
are called to, either to do or ſuffer for his Name's ſake, 
and for his Truth s ſake, in your ſeveral Places and Cal- 
lings; that ſoa Faithful Teſtimony for his Name may be 
oLven 
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given»by .cvery one-who makes mention thercof, ad that 
profeſſeth his Eternal Truth ; and of this be aſſured, He 
will be your exceeding great Reward: butit any draw back, or 
hanker in their Minds, and through letting in of Slaviſh 
Fears, deny the Lord who hath purchas'd them unto himſelf by his 
own lood, by which he hath cleanſed your Hearts, that ſo 
you might become a fit Habitation tor his own Spirit to 
dwell in: I ſay, If any, through the fear of Man, de- 
ny him in any thing that he calls unto, then they loſe 
their Reward, and loſe thcir Peace with God; and the 
Pangs and Anguith of Heart will take hold oa them 1 
and the Sorrows of Death ſhall compaſs them about, even 
as before they were deliver'd from their former Troubles, 
and (o they will bring themſelves under the heavy Yoak 
of Bondage again, and the Countenance of the Lord will 
be hid from them, and a Cloud of Darkneſs will come over 
them, and Miſery will be their Portion from the Lord 
God, who is the Foy of the Righteous, and the Rewarder of 
all who obey him, and out of this Condition it will be hard to 
be removed, and to be reſtor'd again into the Favorr of the 
Lord. 

And ſo my dear Fricnds, Prize your Peace with him 
above all things viſible; and ſo walk as that you may be 
preſerved therein : And wait upon him. in tie Gitt which 
you have received from Gaggand you will ice] his Everlaſting 
Bleſſings to lowin upon J#w, and his Mercics and Loving- 
kindneſſes will be renewed unto you Morning by Mcrnine, 
whereby you will be aboundantly reirethed, and be kept 
living unto the Lord; and »doilp growth you will witne's 
from Strength to Strength, and from one 1}egree of Grace 
unto another, until you appear beiore the Lord in $702, in 


compleat Beawty and perfect Holineſs, Op 
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And (o, as you in Patience wait npon the Lord, and 
walk before him in his Covenant of Grace, and dwell in 
his Pure Holy Power, and be ſuabje& thereunto in all its 
Leadings and Requirings ; then you will ſce the Lord plea- 
ding your Cauſe in the Hearts of your Enemies, and work - 
ing you enlargement and Liberty by his own ſecret Hand 
ot Power ; by which he will turn back the powers of Dark- 
neſs, and remove the Seat of Violence, and will exalt his 
own Kingdom and Righteouſneſs in the Earth,and Oppreſ- 
ſion ſhall be {ar away: for this is his Decreeand Hetermina- 
tion;and thoſc that riſe up againſt him in this day of his Ap- 
pcarance, or oppoſe him in his Work, ſuch ſhall be ſcat- 
tercd by the Breath of his Mouth, even as Chatk is ſcat- 
| tered before the Wind : And then ſhall the Righteous re. 
joyce, and be glad in the God of their Salvation. And fo 
904 will ſee that all theſe Tryals and Sufferings which ſhall 
come upon any of you, ſthall;work tor your everlaſting Good, 
and tor the Glory ot rhe Lord, and thall make tor the fur- 
rherance of the Glorious Goſpel of our Lord Feſwus Chritt ; 
who is the Captain of our Salvation, and was made perfect 
through Suffering, and is now ſet upon his Throne, at the 
Right-Hand of the Father, to judge the World in Righ- 
rcouſneſs; to whoſe Scepter and Dominion all Powers, 
Thrones, and Domirions muſt bow, and bend, and become 
ſubje& ; for the Mourh of ord hath ſpoken it. 

And theretore let none n their minds, becauſe of 
the yreſent Rage of the Adverſary, but look unto him 
who liits up che Head above the Raging Waves of the Sca, 
and you will (ce him to ariſe, who will rebuke the Rage of 
the Dev ourcr, and will cauſe a great Calm, 

And fo, my dearly beloved Friends, Keep in tie Co- 
venant of Pcace and Life ; and feel the pure Power of the 

| Lord 
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Lord God Almighty to bound you, and compals you about 
and feel your Unity and Fellowſhip in it with the Lord, and 
one with anotherz and watch over one another in Loye, 
and build up one anvther in your Moſt Holy Faith z fo will 
y0z have dominion over the World, and come to know the 
Earth to be your Foot-ſtoo!; and ſo in and through 4 im, 
who hath manifeſted his eternal Love in you, you will be 
more than Conquerors,even through his eternal Power, who 
ſubdueth all thing unto himſelf, that he may Raign over all 
whoſe right it is,and uato whom the Kingdom doth belong, 
and unto him be Glory and living Obedience torcver, Amen. 

And ſo, the Lord God of Power and Love be amonglit you 
all, and fill you with his Love and Power, that ſo you May be 
kept out of the Snares of the- Evil One (for thar hath ofc 
been the Breathing of my Soul for you in ſecret)znd that you 
may walk 090, tak in the Purity of his holy Spit, and 
be Lo unſpotted from, the World: And ſo, in che Bowels 
of our Lord Feſus Chrit do | moſt dearly and tenderly ſalute 
you all, who are of the Family of my Father, and of the 
Houſhold of Faith ; and the God of . Love and Peace be 
with you all. F 


Barbagees this I am your Dear Brother, in the Patient 
third Mon. Long - Suffering Spirit of ow Lird and 
1661, AMaſter, and a Traveller for the Re- 


demption of the Oppreſſe ed Seed, 
Toftiah Coal. 
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V2 ihe 
Called of God 


Every where, whoare Wirnelles of the Eternal 
Excellency of the | 


SON of RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


Who is now appear'din his Majeſty and Glory, in 
this Day of the FATHER'S LOVE 
to the Children of Men. 
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Brethren , and Siſters, with whem in the Co- 

= venantof Life, and Kingdom of Peace, Glo- 

ry, and Ecernal Felicity my ſoul reſts, and is at Peace 
and perie& Freedom ; where the Glorious Preſcnce of 
the Godof Life (who is Faceb's Shepherd) is enjoyed; 
and is known to be an open Fountain, daily adminiſtring 
of , his Heavenly Rich Vertue and Goodneſs, to the con- 
ſolating and refreſhing. of our Immortal Souls ; ſo that we 
have no need to complain of Poverty, becauſe he (who 
is the Fountain: of all Good) is continually with us, and 
. never 


M' Dear and Everlaſtingly well beloved Fricnds, 
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never ceaſes to adminiſter into his own, according to their 
ſeveral Neceſſities, as inhis pure Fear and Power they 
wait upon him,and walk before him : And this I know ma- 
ny of you arenor unſenſible 'of, for whom a Feaſt of Fat 
"Things is prepares and a Table richly deckt is ſpread be- 
fore you; where every hungry one may feed,and:be refreſh- 
ed; and theBreaſt of Conſo/at107 is alſo known,at which eve 
ry Babe may ſuck, aad be ſatisfied ; 'and fo all having ac- 
ceſs unto this, you may here bedclighted with'the aboun. 
dance of the Treaſure of my Father's Heavenly Kingdom .. 
the Windows whereof being now open'd, a Bleſling is 
pourcd forth without meaſure. 

Oh ! that all who profeſs the Name of the Lord were 
throughly ſenſible of this thing!chen would their ſouls (with 
us) delight in Fatneſs, and their hearts would be cnlarged 
therebyz ſo that they would find Encouragement to run 
the Way of his Commandements even with Delight ; 
and nothing would be counted too dear to part wirthal for ' 
his ſake, who hath call'd us (and is bringing many Sons 
and Daughters) anto Glory and Vertye. 

W herefore my dearly beloved Friends, be ye encours- 

ed to 'walk on in the Way of the Lord, though it be 
firait to the Earthly Man ; and be ye content co paſs 
through Evi!-Report, and Good-Reportz and let him be your 
Example ia all things, who, when he wasreviled, here- 
viled not again; and whea he ſuffered, he threatned ner, 
but commirted it to him who: judgeth Righteouſly ; as a 
Lamb before the Shearer is Dumb, fo he open'd not his 
Mouth. | . | 

Therejore I ſay Friends, Let none be difcourag'd be- 
cauſe of Tryals, and Sufferings, aud Perfecutioas, nor 
becauſe of the Frowns of the Enemy for God's Truth 
N neither 
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neither be Diſmayed becauſe of the proſperity of the 

Wicked, whoſe Day ſhall paſs away ſwiftly, and ſhall be 
no more :,- but every one put on Strength, and Courage, 

and Boldneſs in the Name of the Lord; and as valiant 

Souldiers, endure Hardſhip, and fight che Good Fight of 
FAITH,.and lay holy on Eternal Life; for the Lord 

God Almighty is withus, and takes our part, ' and he aſ- 

faredly will fight our Batcels for us, before whon! all the 

Nations of the Earth are but as the Drop of a Bucket; 

and therefore its in vain for them to contend with the Al- 

mighty, who is on our fide, and is greater in us then he 

that isin the World, whoſe eternal Glory and Excellen- 

cy is now revealed, Praiſcs:and Halelujahs tothe Moſt. 
High forever. 

W herefore Ariſe, ariſe, thou Seed of the Covenant, 
ariſc and ſhine, for thy Light is come, and the Glory of 
the Lord is ariſen upon thee; though the Earth be cover- 
ed with Darkneſs, and groſs Darkneſs be over the Pcople, 


- yet the Lord is become thy Everlaſting Light, and thy 


God thy Glory : Wherefore ſhake thy (cf from the Duſt of 
Earth, and put on thy beautiful Garments, Oh Feruſalem, 
the holy City ; for this I teſtifie in the Name of the Lord, 
That henceforth there ſhall not come into thee the Uncircumciſed, 
nor the Unclean , but thou ſhalt be called the City of God, the 
Place wherein his Honour dwells, Wherefore all ye Inhabi- 
tants thereof, my Fellow Citizens, and beloved Brethren 
and Siſters, with whom my Lite is bound up, aud with 
whom my ſoul rejoyceth ; who are ſurroundcd* with the 
great Salvation of God, and know it to be the Wall of 
this Holy City, the Gates whereof is Praiſc, and ſtand 
open Night and Day, though the Unclean cannot enter 
intoit: 1fay unto yowall, Let the High Praiſes of God be 


W.7 4 


6 The Fourth general Epiſtle to Friends. 
in your Mouthesz and ceaſe not to make mention of the 
Wonders of the Lord, and of his Works, which he bach 
wrought for yows and tell of his Goodneſs and Loving- 
kindneſs, and ſpeak of his Praiſesz that the Glory of his 
BIS in yov may be adinired amongſt the Heathen, 
in this the Day of the Lord's Power, wherein his Excel. 
lency and Majeſty is ſeen, of which we are Eye-witneſ- 
ſrs; and therefore can we not ceale to make known his 
Power aad Coming, that others alſo may be turned to 
the Light of God jn them, thejr ro wait for his Ap- 
pcarance, ? 

And though there be a Generation that would have us 
filenced, as the Phariſees would have Chriſt _ torebuke his 
Diſciples, when they went Trjiumphing ro Fereſalem, and 
the High Praiſes of God were jn their Mouthes, yet the 
were not to hold thejr peace, bur to go on, and alk 
his Name amongſt all Nations, that People might be 
rurncd unto God, And though they were again after- 
wards charged to ſpeak no more jn his Name; yer they 
conſidered, That it was better #0 8bey God than Man ; For they 
who tollowed the Lamb were Called, and Choſen, and 
Faithful, and they Jloyed nor their Liyes unto rhe Death, 
byt wenr on þoldly preaching jn the Name 6f Jeſus, nor 
regarding the Threatnings of corrupt Man, but had reſpe& 
yunt9 the Lord aboye all, who Is the ſame at this day as 
ever he wasx and bis Pailthfylneſs is the ſane forever un- 
to thern chat are cruly Faithful unto him, 

. Av his wongerous Works, and Majeſty, and Glory 
Is now ſeev by us, in this eur Nay, evcn as by chemin 
the dayes of old 3 wheretore let the ſame Courage, Bold- 
neſs, and Faithlulneſs appear amongſt you, as was In 
them z though Ido nor at all upbrald you, neither was it in 
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1100: The Fourth general Epiſtle to Friends. 
my Heart ſo to do z, bur as a Brother.of the ſame Root and 
COff-ſpring with yow (who are begotten by the ſame 
Word,. and brought forth by the ſame eternal Womb, 
which is Holy forever) do I exhort you in Bowels of the 
ſame tender Love, with which ovr Hearts are filled, to 
continue in Stedfaſtneſs,8 hold taſt your Integrity in Faith- 
fulneſs unto the End every one in your ſeveral Stations and 
Callings, that you may adorn the Gloriows one of Peace 
and of Salvation , that ſo, you dwelling in the Pure, Di- 
vine, Heavenly Power, thereby your Lips may be open- 
ed, and yowr Mouthes may ſhew forth his Praiſe; that 
his Name may be known to be great in the Aſſemblies of 
his Saints, and in the Congregations of the Righteous ; 
that ſo Nations may be gather'd unto him, and Kings un- 
to the Brightneſs of his Riſing z that ſo the Name of 
the Lord may be ſpread even ts the Ends of the Earth 
which is now to be exalted above every Name, to which 
every Knee:muſt boy, and all Tongues conteſs, 

W hercfore all yow my beloved Friends, Brethren, 
and Siſters, who are of the Royal Off-ſpring, and of the 
Holy Sced, which is the Heir of the Bleſſing and Promiſe 
of the Father - I ſay unto you all, dwell in the feeling 
of the Immortal Birth, every one in your own particulars 
for therein the Heirſhip ſtands, and to that the Bleſſing is 
{ure; and as you keep Faithfully joyn'd unto it, therein. 
J0u will know the Heavenly Dommion and Power, which 
nes over the. Powers of the Earth and Darkneſs (with 
which the Earth is coyerd) and will give yos to {ce be- 
fore they were. | 

And here the Son is known, who was glorified with 
the Father before the World began, and who is the ex- 
preſs Imagefof his Father's Subſtance, and in _ = 
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The Fourth general Epiſtle to Friends: 'ror: 
Fulneſs of the Godhead dwells, and uno whom all P5w- 
er in Heaven and in Earth is given. And thisis he, who 
now is come in Power and great Glory, of whoſe Power 
afid Coming youare his Cloud of Witneſſes, who know 
the Birth ot the Immortal Seed , and it is becauſe of this 
that the Heathen rages, and the Nations are angry; and. 
therefore do they Revile, and Perſecute, and Smitc with 
the Fiſt of Wickedneſs, according as it is written, He that 
i born after the Fleſh perſecates him that i born after the Spirit : 
And theſe things they do unto yow, becauſe they know not 
lim, of whoſe Coming you are Witneſſes. Neverthe- 
leſs, Dwell ye in the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit ye that 
have the ſenſe and feeling of the working and operating 
thereof in your inward Parts in any meaſure, and anſwer 
the Motions thereof in all things for therein your Peace 
and Conſolation conſiſteth, and your Everlaſting Refreth- 
ment, which none can hinder you of, as you obey the Truth 
according to the Motions of the Spirit of Fruth , and 
therein walking, you will not fulfil the Luſts of the Fleſh g 
but the Croſs will be dwelt in, and Self-denyal will be 
known and witneſſed, and the Power of che Lord will be 
felr, which makes willing to come into the! Obedience - 
of the Croſs, whereby the contrary part will be crucified, 
and mortified and the Old Man will be wholy pur off with 
his Deeds,and'the New Man put on,which-is created after 
God in Rignteouſneſs and true Holineſs. And ſo here 
walking every one in your own meaſures, in Faithfulneſs 
to the Lord, you will feel the Lord adminiſtring unto you 
of .his rich Vertue to the filling of your Hearts, and tothe 
making of your Cups to overflow; for this I teſtifie unt 
you, and that by - Spirit of the Lord, That the Lord's 
- Love, and Mercics, and the Riches of his Grace did never 
more 
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